Loudoun County State Conventions.

Below will be found a compendium of Virginia conventions, with the names of the delegates
returned by Loudoun County. Few, if any, counties of Virginia have had an abler or more
influential representation in the various State conventions. From the meeting of the first to the
adjournment of the last Loudoun has been represented by fifteen of her wisest and most
prominent citizens.

Convention of 1774.—Met August 1, 1774. Adjourned August 6, 1774. Loudoun delegates:
Francis Peyton and Thomas Mason.

Convention of March 20, 1775.—Met at Richmond, Monday, March 20, 1775. Adjourned March
27, 1775. Loudoun delegates: Francis Peyton and Josiah Clapham.

Convention of July 17, 1775.—Met at Richmond, July 17, 1775. Adjourned August 26, 1775.
Loudoun delegates: Francis Peyton and Josiah Clapham.

Convention of December 1, 1775.—Met at Richmond, December 1, 1775. Adjourned lJanuary
20, 1776. Loudoun delegates: Francis Peyton and Josiah Clapham.

Convention of 1776.—This convention met in the city of Williamsburg, on Monday, May 6,
1776, and "framed the [126]first written constitution of a free State in the annals of the world."
Adjourned July 5, 1776. Loudoun delegates: Francis Peyton and Josiah Clapham.

Previous conventions did not frame constitutions, but they directed the affairs of the colony,
and, in a measure, controlled the destinies of her people. Like the convention of 1776, they
were instead revolutionary bodies.

Convention of 1788.—This convention met in the State House in the city of Richmond, June 2,
1788, to ratify or reject the Constitution which had been recommended to the States by the
Federal Convention on the 17th of September, 1787, at Philadelphia. Adjourned sine die June
27, 1788. Loudoun delegates: Stephen T. Mason and Levin Powell.

Convention of 1829-'30.—Assembled in Richmond on the 5th day of October, 1829. Tenth
District {Loudoun and Fairfax) delegates: James Monroe, Charles Fenton Mercer, William H.
Fitzhugh, and Richard H. Henderson.

Convention of 1850-51.—Met at the Capitol in the city of Richmond, on Monday, October 14,
1850. Adjourned sine die, August 1, 1851. District of Loudoun delegates: John Janney, John A.
Carter, and Robert J.T. White.

Convention of 1861.—Met February 13, 1861. Adjourned sine die, December 6, 1861. Loudoun
delegates: John Janney and John A. Carter. The former was elected President of the Convention.
Both voted against the ordinance of secession, April 17, 1861. Mr. Janney's resignation as
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President of the Convention was tendered on November 14, 1861.

Convention of 1864.—(Restored Government of Virginia.) Met February 13, 1864. Adjourned
sine die, April 11, 1864. Loudoun delegates: John J. Henshaw, James M. Downey, and E.R.
Gover.

Convention of 1867-'68.—Met at Richmond, Tuesday, December 3, 1867. Adjourned April 17,
1868. Loudoun delegates: Norborne Berkeley and George E. Plaster.[127]

Convention of 1901-'02.—Met June 12, 1901. Adjourned sine die, June 26, 1902. Loudoun and
Fauquier district delegates: Henry Fairfax and Albert Fletcher.



