"Public Meeting in Loudoun in 1774."

"At a meeting of the Freeholders and other inhabitants of the County of Loudoun, in the Colony
of Virginia, held at the Court-House in Leesburg the 14th of June, 1774, F. Peyton, Esq., in the
Chair, to consider the most effectual method to preserve the rights and liberties of North
America, and relieve our brethren of Boston, suffering under the most oppressive and
tyrannical Act of the British Parliament, made in the 14th year of his present Majesty's reign,
whereby their Harbor is blocked up, their commerce totally obstructed, their property rendered
useless—

"Resolved, That we will always cheerfully submit to such prerogatives as his Majesty has a right,
by law, to exercise, as Sovereign of the British Dominions, and to no others.

"Resolved, That it is beneath the dignity of freemen to submit to any tax not imposed on them
in the usual manner, by representatives of their own choosing.

"Resolved, That the Act of the British Parliament, above mentioned, is utterly repugnant to the
fundamental laws of justice, in punishing persons without even the form of a trial; but a
despotic exertion of unconstitutional power designedly calculated to enslave a free and loyal
people.

"Resolved, That the enforcing the execution of the said Act of Parliament by a military power,
must have a necessary tendency to raise a civil war, and that we will, with our lives and
fortunes, assist and support our suffering brethren, of Boston, and every part of North America
that may fall under the immediate hand of oppression, until a redress of all our grievances shall
be procured, and our common liberties established on a permanent foundation.

"Resolved, That the East India Company, by exporting their tea from England to America, whilst
subject to a tax imposed thereon by the British Parliament, have evidently designed to fix on
the Americans [129]those chains forged for them by a venal ministry, and have thereby
rendered themselves odious and detestable throughout all America. It is, therefore, the
unanimous opinion of this meeting not to purchase any tea or other East India commodity
whatever, imported after the first of this Month.

"Resolved, That we will have no commercial intercourse with Great Britain until the above
mentioned act of Parliament shall be totally repealed, and the right of regulating the internal
policy of North America by a British Parliament shall be absolutely and positively given up.

"Resolved, That Thompson Mason and Francis Peyton, Esgs., be appointed to represent the
County at a general meeting to be held at Williamsburg on the 1st day of August next, to take
the sense of this Colony at large on the subject of the preceding resolves, and that they,
together with Leven Powell, William Elizey, John Thornton, George Johnston, and Samuel Levi,
or any three of them, be a committee to correspond with the several committees appointed for
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this purpose.
"Signed by—

"John Morton, Thomas Ray, Thomas Drake, William Booram, Benj. Isaac Humphrey, Samuel
Mills, Joshua Singleton, Jonathan Drake, Matthew Rust, Barney Sims, John Sims, Samuel Butler,
Thomas Chinn, Appollos Cooper, Lina Hanconk, John McVicker, Simon Triplett, John Wildey,
Joseph Bayley, Isaac Sanders, Thos. Williams, John Williams, William Finnekin, Richard Hanson,
John Dunker, Thomas Williams, James Nolan, Samuel Peugh, William Nornail, Thomas Luttreli,
James Brair, Poins Awsley, John Kendrick, Edward O'Neal, Francis Triplett, Joseph Combs, John
Peyton Harrison, Robert Combs, Stephen Combs, Samuel Henderson, Benjamin Overfield, Adam
Sangster, Bazzell Roads, James Graydey, Thomas Awsley, John Reardon, Henry Awsley, Edward
Miller, Richard Hirst, James Davis, Jasper Grant."

Revolutionary Committees.
The County Committee of Loudoun for 1774-'75 was composed of the following members:

Francis Peyton, Josias Clapham, Thomas Lewis, Anthony Russell, John Thomas, George
Johnston, Thomas Shore, Jacob Reed, Leven Powell, William Smith, Robert Jamison, Hardage
Lane, John Lewis, James Lane, George Johnston, Clerk.

The appended findings of this as well as a later committee exemplify the work of these
Revolutionary bodies.

"At a meeting of the Committee of Loudoun County, held at Leesburg on Friday, May 26,
1775....

"“The Committee, taking into consideration the conduct of the Governour relative to the powder
which was, by his express orders, taken secretly out of the publick Magazine belonging to this
Colony, in the night of the twentieth ult., and carried on board the Magdaline schooner.

"Resolved, nemine contra dicente, That his Lordship, by this and other parts of his conduct
which have lately transpired, has not only forfeited the confidence of the good people of this
Colony, but that he may be justly esteemed an enemy to America; and that as well his excuse
published in his Proclamation of the fourth instant, as his verbal answer to the address
presented him on that occasion by the city of Williamsburgh, are unsatisfactory and evasive,
and reflect, in our opinion, great dishonour on the General Assembly and inhabitants of this
Colony, as from the latter a suspicion may be easily deduced, that the Representatives of the
people are not competent judges of the place wherein arms and ammunition, intended for the
defense of the Colony, may be safely lodged, and that the inhabitants (unlike other subjects)
can not, in prudence, be trusted with the means necessary for their protection from
insurrection, or even evasion; so in the former a very heavy charge is exhibited against the best
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men among us, of seducing their fellow-subjects from their duty and allegiance; a charge, we
are confident, not founded in reality, and which, we believe, is construed out of the discharge of
that duty which every good man is under, to point out to his weaker countrymen, in the day of
publick trial, the part they should act, and explain, on constitutional principles, the nature of
their allegiance, the ground of which we fervently pray may never be removed, whose force we
desire may never with reason be relaxed, but yet may be subservient to considerations of
superior regard.

"The Committee being informed by some of the officers who commanded the Troops of this
County that marched on the above occasion, that the reason of their marching no farther than
Fredericksburgh was, their having received repeated requests from the Honourable Peyton
Randolph, Esq., to return home, assuring them that the peaceable citizens of Williamsburgh
were under no apprehensions of danger, either in their persons or properties; that the publick
treasury and records were perfectly safe, and that there was no necessity for their proceeding
any further; three of the other Delegates appointed to the Continental Congress, the only/civil
power we know of in this great struggle for liberty, being of the same opinion.

“Resolved, nemine contra dicente, That under such circumstances we approve the conduct of
the said Officers and Troops.

"Resolved, nemine contra dicente, That we cordially approve the conduct of our countrymen,
Captain Patrick Henry, and the other volunteers of Hanover County, who marched under him, in
making reprisals on the King's property for the trespass committed as aforesaid, and that we
are determined to hazard all the blessings of this life rather than suffer the smallest injury
offered to their persons or estates, on this account, to pass unrewarded with its equal
punishment.

"Resolved, nemine contra dicente, That it be recommended to the Representatives of this
County, as the opinion of this Committee, that they by no means agree to the reprisals, taken as
aforesaid, being returned.

"Ordered, That the clerk transmit immediately a copy of the preceding resclves to the Printers
of the Virginia and Pennsylvania gazettes, to be published.

"By order of the Committee.
"George Johnston, Clerk.”

Source: History and Comprehensive Description of Loudoun County, Virginia by James W. Head



