
Scotch-Irish Immigrants Flood the Northern Neck of 
Virginia

As most of these Scotch-Irish immigrants were very poor, many paid for 
their passage by selling their services and labour for a term of years, 
becoming a part of that flood of "indentured servants" which we shall soon 
consider. Fairfax Harrison, in his Landmarks of Old Prince William, vividly 
describes their advent and early distribution in the Northern Neck. As soon 
as the earlier arrivals had worked out their contracted years of servitude, 
Colonel Robert Carter, about 1723, began seating them around Brent Town 
and Elk Marsh. 

But as their numbers grew, they soon shewed a disinclination to become 
tenants, preferring to push further into the wilderness "where they could 
and did take up small holdings on the same terms that Colonel Carter took 
up his great ones and in that process they scattered." Being too poor to 
purchase negro slaves and the supply of "redemptioners" or indentured 
servants by that time beginning to diminish, they bought the cheaper 
convicts for labourers and the Piedmont backwoods of the Proprietary 
acquired a reputation for turbulence and lawlessness to which both master 
and servant contributed his share. But they settled the land, planted 
tobacco and corn as persistently and relentlessly as did their more 
prosperous neighbours and in common with them laboured to develop the 
future Loudoun. Irish and Scottish Immigrants Irishman, Asa Moore
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