
Names of Earliest Settlers of  Essex County

Map of First Plantations in Essex County

This map depicts the locations of the first settlers to Essex County, viz: Dangerfield, 
Layton, Payne, Garnet, Smith, Lowry, Young, Hill and Bowler. Tappahannock was a large 
community of these settlers. Henry Aubrey established his plantation on Hodgkins 
Creek (later Hoskins Creek) where he raised hogs, cattle and sheep. Upon his death in 
1694, he left much of the cattle to servants, and 700 acres to his son, Richard Aubrey on 
Hodgkins Creek. He lived the typical life of a planter in Essex County, of feather beds, 
fine linen and a silver tankard which he bequeathed to his wife. Also, there were 
orchard buildings to accommodate fruit crops.

The images of the earliest wills are available to members of Virginia Pioneers Also, the 
Wills and Estates probated from 1692 to 1695 were the following first settlers: Henry 
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Awbrey, Elizabeth Browne, Thomas Cooper, Richard Holt, Martin Johnson, John Jones, 
Thomas Pettit, Griffin Roberts, John Smith, John Waters and Thomas Williamson. More 
Wills and Estates were recently added dating from 1717 to 1721; 1722 to 1730. 
Immigrant Records on this site
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