CAMP CREEEK MONTHLY M EETICNG

Established: 1747
Discontinued: 1753 and members Joined to Cedar Creek Monthly Meeting

Counties within bounds of this Monthly Meeting: Caroline, Louisa and Orange

Particular meetings: Camp Creek, Loulsa Co.; Fork Creek, Louisa Co.; Green Spring, Louisa Co.;
Orange (Douglas'}, Orange Co.; Sugar Loaf Mountain, Louisa or Orange Co.

-

Considering that this monthly meeting is among the older of the Virginia Meetings, that it
existed officially only six short years, and that we have only one slim volume of its records,
it 1s indeed remarkable that we can know so much of its history and its members.

It would be best, however, before going into the details of its history, to first define
its bound and name its particular meetings. It covered the area now found in the limits of Lou-
isa, Orange and Albemarle Counties - perhaps more, Its particular meetings were: Camp Creek
(1744-1798) ; Fork Creek (1730-1769) ; Green Spring (1741-1749); Orange which was also frequently
called Douglas' (1748-1794); and finally Sugar Loaf Mountain (1744-1754). It is only wise, also,
to call attention to the fact that these dates of establishment and disorganization are in most
cases approximate.

Camp Creek Particular Meeting, from which the monthly meeting took its name, is first men-
tioned in the Cedar Creek Monthly Meeting books when it is recorded in September, 1744, that
"There being a meeting lately settled in the Upper part of Louisa County, several Friends of the
said meeting request this meeting to come under the care of Friends", the Cedar Creek Monthly
Meeting accepted the newly formed meeting and appointed Charles Moorman and his son, Thomas, as
overseers. That it is Camp Creek that is here referred to is shown by the fact that at the fol-
lowlng monthly meeting, Camp Creek Particular Meeting reports for the first time.

From this group and another, only 16 miles from it, at Fork Creek Meeting (sometimes called
"Fort Creek"), came the request to the Upper Quarterly Meeting for a monthly meeting, which was
granted the year of 1747, the first session being held in December. Both of these particular
meetings had their own meeting houses at this time, indicating that Friends were well estab-
lished in Louisa County.

Many of the charter members of Camp Creek and Fork Creek seem to have been heredity
Friends, but the records would also tend to show that the majority of the membership of this
new menthly meeting were Friends by recent conversion. A letter written by Gershom Perdue in
1878 seems to uphold this interpretation. I quote in part:

"These two families (John & Wm. Johnson) with many others of the higher class in the vicin-
ity, by the preaching of old Joseph Newby of lower part of Neorth Carolina, became Friends and
built up Camp Creek Monthly Meeting and the meetings composing it; Carolina meeting , Douglas
Meeting and Park (Fork) Meeting. Among other worthies were Christopher Clark, the Lynches, An-
thony, Douglass, Moormans, Terrills and Ballard and many others . . ." Gershom Perdue.

This letter is remarkably accurate, though Caroline Meeting never belonged to Camp Creek
Monthly Meeting, and the Moormans and Terrells are known to have been Quakers before coming to
America. To the "Many others" he names, as founders of this monthly meeting, I would add the
family names of Bunch, Noore, Haley, Hart and Hoggitt. Practically these same families also
founded South River Monthly Meeting in Bedforgd County, Virginia,

In 1748, one year after its establishment, the new monthly meeting had a fresh incentive
toward growth in the formation of one or more new particular meetings. In October of that year,
"Christopher Clark, in behalf of the Friends at the mountains, requests a meeting house be
built at the Mountains™". This request was immediately granted and Christopher and Boling Clark
were appointed overseers of "the meeting near Sugar Loaf Mountain'. One of these meetings (if
there was more than one) may have been what was later known as "Douglas Meeting",

In 1753, Camp Creek Monthly Meeting, with all its five particular meetings in an apparent-
1y flourishing state, was absorbed by Cedar Creek Monthly Meeting and became a part of what
was then known as 8the Circulating Monthly Meeting" because it circulated between Cedar Creek,
Camp Creek and Carcline Meeting for its monthly sessions, After a few years the Friends of
Cedar Creek complained that the attendance was poor and the distance far when meeting at Camp
Creek, so it was decided that the monthly meeting should alternate between Carcline and Cedar
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Jude " 1748, &, 26
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MOORMAN, continued

1151, 9, 16. John rmt Tabitha Clark

I't52, 2, 17. John notified he would be gc on
condition he gave satisfaction in some
particulars

1762, 10, 21. Betty ltm Christopher Johnson

WUCDANELD
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1792, 1, 20. Sarah d
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1749, 6, 19. Nathan gc tom &
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