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Aurrep Appison TroMXs, A.B., of Dayton, Ohio, a resident
member since 1914, was born at Hamilton, Ohio, 4 July 1845, the son
of Thomas Ebenezer and Lydia Smith (Fisher) Thomas, and died at
Dayton 3 March 1916. His grandfather, Thomas Thomas, was born
at Wem, Shropshire, England, in February 1776; and his father,
Thomas Ebenezer Thomas, was born at Chelmsford, co. Essex,
England, 22 December 1812, and married Lydia Smith Fisher, who
was born in Boston, Mass., in 1821, a descendant of Anthony* Fisher
and a daughter of Nathaniel” Fisher.

His preparation for college was carried on in the schools of Day-
ton; but after spending three years at the high school he entered the
Army in 1863, and served for nearly a year in a cavalry regiment.
He then studied for two years at Miami University, Oxford, Ohio,
going from there to Dartmouth College, where he was graduated in
1867.

After teaching for a year and a half in the Latin department of the
Central High School at Dayton, working on the staff of the Dayton
Journal, and at the same time reading law in the office of J. A. Jordan,
he was admitted to the bar in September 1869, and became a partner
of Mr. Jordan. When the latter was made a judge, he formed a
partnership with Samuel B. Smith.

He was a member of the school board of Dayton for two terms,
and was three times elected city solicitor. He was president of the
Southern Ohio Coal & Iron Company, 1875-1882, president of the
first electric railroad in or near Dayton, and general attorney for what
is now the Toledo, St. Louis & Western Railroad. In 1887 he re-
moved to Chicago, Ill., and for about nine years was general solicitor
of the Central Union Telephone Company and the Chicago Telephone
Company. Returning to Dayton, he was at times general counsel of
the National Cash Register Company, and from 1902 to 1906 was
secretary of this corporation. At the beginning of 1907 he entered
into partnership with Charles D. Bronson for the general practice of
law in Dayton, and remained in this firm until his death. He was
highly esteemed as a corporation lawyer, and was characterized as
“honorable and upright in all his dealings, . . . not only a good
lawyer but a fine business man.”

He compiled and published two books, viz.: “Correspondence
of Thomas Ebenezer Thomas, mainly relating to the Anti-Slavery
Conflict in Ohio, especially in the Presbyterian Church,” in 1909, and
“Letters of Thomas E. Thomas to his Children and Others, mainly
about their Education; also Letters received by him,” in 1913. He
wrote and printed many pamphlets, among them ‘‘Limitations on
the Power of the Ohio Constitutional Convention,” ‘“Interest and
Usury,” “The Sioux OQutbreak in Minnesota in 1862,” “The War of
Secession as we see it now,” “The Great Northwest,” ‘“Responsi-
bility of the Confederate Government for the Assassination of

Lincoln,” “The High School’s Place in Education,” “Financial,

Crises and Depressions,” “The Unpopularity of Corporations: the
Causes and Remedy,” “What shall we do with the Canal?”, and
“Some Family Genealogies, being certain Data of the Forefathers,
written for his Son, Thomas Head Thomas: Part I, W Ancestry;
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