MACKINNON.
Source: The Scottish Highlands, Highland Clans and Highland Regiments, Volume Il {of 2) by Sir John Scott Keltie

The cian Fingon or the Mackinnons, another clan belonging to the Siof Aipine, are said to have sprung from Fingon,
brother of Anrias or Andrew, an ancestor of the Macgregors. This Fingon or Finguin is mentioned in the MS. of 1450 as
the founder of the tlan Finguin, that is, the Mackinnons. Of the history of this clan, Mr Skene says, little is known. At
an early period they became followers of the Lords of the Isles, and they appear to have been engaged in few
transactions “by which their name is separately brought forward.”

Their seat was in the islands of Skye and Mufi, and the first authentic notice of them is to be found in an indenture
{printed in the Appendix to the second edition of Hailes’ Annals of Scotland) between the Lords of the Isles and the
Lord of Lorn. The latter stipulates, in surrendering to the Lord of the isles the island of Mull and other lands, that the
keeping of the castle of Kerneburg in the Treshinish Isles, is not to be given to any of the race of clan Finnon. “This,”
says Mr Gregory, “proves that the Mackinnons were then connected with Mull. They originally possessed the district
of Griban in that island, but exchanged it for the district of Mishnish, being that part of Mull immediately to the north
and west of Tobermory. They, likewise, possessed the lands of Strathairdie in Skye, from which the chiefs usually took
their style. Lauchlan Macfingon, or Mackinnon, chief of his clan, witnessed a charter by Donald, Lord of the isles, in
1409. The name of the chief in 14393 is uncertain; but Neil Mackinnon of Mishnish was at the head of the tribe in
1515.7[223] Two years afterwards[257] this Neil and several others, described as “kin, men, servants, and part-takers”
of Lauchlan Maclean of Dowart, were included in a remission which that chief obtained for their share in the rebellion
of Sir Donald Macdonald of Lochalsh. In 1545 the chief's name was Ewen. He was one of the barons and council of the
isles who, in that year, swore allegiance to the king of England at Knockfergus in Ireland.

“In consequence,” says Mr Skene, “of their connection with the Macdonalds, the Mackinnons have no history
independent of that clan; and the internal state of these tribes during the government of the Lords of the Isfes is so
obscure that little can be learned regarding them, until the forfeiture of the last of these lords. During their
dependence upon the Macdonalds there is but one event of any importance in which we find the Mackinnons taking a
share, for it would appear that on the death of john of the isies, in the fourteenth century, Mackinnon, with what
object it is impossible now to ascertain, stirred up his second son, John Mor, to rebel against his eldest brother,
apparently with a view to the chiefship, and his faction was joined by the Macleans and the Macleods. But Donald, his
elder brother, was supported by so great a proportion of the tribe, that he drove John Mor and his party out of the
Isles, and pursued him to Galloway, and from thence to Ireland. The rebellion being thus put down, John Mor threw
himself upon his brother’s mercy, and received his pardon, but Mackinnon was taken and hanged, as having been the
instigator of the disturbance.”[224] This appears to have taken place after 1380, as John, Lord of the Isles, died that
year. In the disturbances in the isles, during the 16th century, Sir Lauchlan Mackinnon bore an active part.

As a proof of the common descent of the Mackinnons, the Macgregors and the Macnabs, although their territories
were far distant from each other, two bonds of friendship exist, which are curious specimens of the manners of the
times. The one dated 12th July 1606, was entered into between Lauchlan Mackinnon of Strathairdle and Finlay
Macnab of Bowaine, who, as its tenor runs, happenad “to forgether togedder, with certain of the said Finlay’s friends,
in their rooms, in the laird of Glenurchy’s country, and the said Lauchlan and Finlay, being come of ane house, and
being of one surname and lineage, notwithstanding the said Lauchian and Finlay this fong time bygane oversaw their
awn dueties, till udderis, in respect of the long distance betwixt their dwelling piaces,” agreed, with the consent of
their kin and friends, to give all assistance and service to each other. And are “content to subscribe to the same, with
their hands led to the pen.” Mackinnon's signature Is characteristic. it Is “Lauchland, mise {i. e. myself) Mac Fingon.”
The other bond of manrent, dated at Kitmorie in 1671, was between Lauchian Mackinnon of Strathairdie and James
Macgregor of Macgregor, and it is therein stated that “for the special love and amitie between these persons, and
condescending that they are descended fawfully fra twa breethren of auld descent, wherefore and for certain onerous
causes moving, we witt ye we to be bound and obleisit, likeas by the tenor hereof we faithfully bind and obleise us



and our successors, our kin, friends, and followers, faithfully to serve ane anither in all causes with our men and
servants, against all who live or die.”

During the civil wars the Mackinnons joined the standard of the Marquis of Montrose, and formed part of his force at
the battle of Inverlochy, Feb. 2, 1645. In 1650, Lauchlan Mackinnon, the chief, raised a regiment of his clan for the
service of Charles il., and, at the battle of Worcester, in 1646, he was made a knight banneret. His son, Daniel Mohr,
had two sons, John, whose great-grandson died in India, unmarried, in 1808, and Daniel, who emigrated to Antigua,
and died in 1720. The latter’s eldest son and heir, William Mackinnon of Antigua, an eminent member of the
legislature of that island, died at Bath, in 1767. The son of the latter, William Mackinnon of Antigua and Binfield,
Berkshire, died in 1809. The youngest of his four sons, Henry, major-general Mackinnon, a distinguished officer, was
killed by the explosion of a magazine, while leading on the[258] main storming party, at Ciudad Rodrigo, Feb. 29,
1812. The eldest son, William Mackinnon, died young, leaving, with two daughters, two sons, William Alexander
Mackinnon, who succeeded his grandfather, and Daniel, colonel of the Coldstream Guards.

William Alexander Mackinnon of Mackinnon, M.P., the chief magistrate and deputy lieutenant for the counties of
Middiesex, Hampshire, and Essex, born in 1789, succeeded in 1809. He married Emma, daughter of Joseph Palmer,
Esq. of Rush House, county Dublin, with issue, three sons and three daughters. The eldest son, William Alexander, also
M.P., born in 1833, married daughter of F. Willes, Esq.

Lauchian Mackinnon of Letterfearn also claims to be the heir-male of the family. Although there are many gentlemen
of the name still resident in Skye, there is no Mackinnon proprietor of lands now either in that island or in Mult.

The Mackinnons engaged in both rebeffions in favour of the Stuarts. in 1715, 150 of them fought with the Macdonalds
of Sleat at the battle of Sheriffmuir, for which the chief was forfeited, but received a pardon, 4th January 1727. In
1745, Mackinnon, though then oid and infirm, joined Prince Charles with a battalion of his clan. President Forbes
estimated their effective force at that period at 200 men. After the battie of Culioden, the prince, in his wanderings,
took refuge in the country of the Mackinnons, when travelling in disguise through Skye, and was concealed by the
chief in a cave, to which Lady Mackinnon brought him a refreshment of cold meat and wine.



