LAMOND.

Source: The Scottish Highlands, Highland Clans and Highland Regiments, Volume 1i {of 2} by Sir John Scott
Keltie

itis an old and accredited tradition in the Highlands, that the Lamonds or Lamonts were the
most ancient proprietors of Cowal, and that the Stewarts, Maclauchlans, and Campbells
obtained possession of their property in that district by marriage with daughters of the family.
At an early period a very small part only of Cowal was included in the sheriffdom of Upper
Argyle, the remainder being comprehended in that of Perth. it may, therefore, be presumed
that, on the conquest of Argyle by Alexander I1., the lord of Lower Cowal had submitted to the
king, and obtained a crown charter. But, in little more than half a century after that event, we
find the High Steward in possession of Lower Cowal, and the Maclauchlans in possession of
Strathlachlan. It appears, indeed, that, in 1242, Alexander the High Steward of Scotland,
married Jean, the daughter of James, son of Angus MacRory, who is styled Lord of Bute; and,
from the manuscript of 1450, we learn that, about the same period, Gilchrist Maclauchlan
married the daughter of Lachlan MacRory; from which it is probable that this Roderic or Rory
was the third individual who obtained a crown charter for Lower Cowal, and that by these
intermarriages the property passed from his family into the hands of the Stewarts and the
Machlauchlans. The coincidence of these facts, with the tradition above-mentioned, would
seem also to indicate that Angus MacRory was the ancestor of the Lamonds.

After the marriage of the Steward with the heiress of Ltamond, the next of that race of whom
any mention is made is Duncan MacFercher, and “Laumanus,” son of Malcolm, and grandson of
the same Duncan, who appear to have granted to the monks of Paisley a charter of the lands of
Kilmore, near Lochgilp, and also of the lands “which they and their predecessors held at Kilmun”
(quas nos et antecessores nostri apud Kilmun habuerunt). In the same year, “Laumanus,” the
son of Malcolm, also granted a charter of the lands of Kilfinnan, which, in 1295, is confirmed by
Malcolm, the son and heir of the late “Laumanus” (domini quondam Laumanis). But in an
instrument, or deed, dated in 1466, between the monastery of Paisley and John Lamond of
Lamond, regarding the lands of Kilfinan, it is expressly stated, that these lands had belonged to
the ancestors of John Lamond; and hence, it is evident, that the “Laumanus,” mentioned in the
previous deed, must have been one of the number, if not indeed the chief and founder of the
family. “From Laumanus,” says Mr Skene, “the clan appear to have taken the name of
Maclaman or Lamond, having previously to this time borne the name of Macerachar, and Clan
Mhic Earachar.”

The connection of this clan with that of Dugall Craignish, is indicated by the same circumstances
which point out the connection of other branches of the tribe; for whilst the Craignish family
preserved its power it was followed by a great portion of the Clan Mhic Earachar, although it
possessed no feudal right[169] to their services. “There is one peculiarity connected with the
Lamonds,” says Mr Skene, “that although by no means a powerful clan, their genealogy can be
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proved by charters, at a time when most other Highland families are obliged to have recourse
to tradition, and the genealogies of their ancient sennachies; but their antiquity could not
protect the Lamonds from the encroachments of the Campbells, by whom they were soon
reduced to as small a portion of their original possessions in Lower Cowal, as the other
Argyleshire clans had been of theirs.”[171] The Lamonds were a clan of the same description as
the Maclauchlans, and, like the latter, they have, notwithstanding “the encroachments of the
Campbells,” still retained a portion of their ancient possessions. The chief of this family is
Lamond of Lamond.

According to Nisbet, the clan Lamond were originally from Ireland, but whether they sprung
from the Dalriadic colony, or from a still earlier race in Cowal, it is certain that they possessed,
at a very early period, the superiority of the district. Their name continued to be the prevailing
one till the middle of the 17th century. In June 1646, certain chiefs of the clan Campbell in the
vicinity of Dunoon castle, determined upon obtaining the ascendency, took advantage of the
feuds and disorders of the period, to wage a war of extermination against the Lamonds. The
massacre of the latter by the Campbells, that year, formed one of the charges against the
Marquis of Argyll in 1661, although he does not seem to have been any party to it.

An interesting tradition is recorded of one of the lairds of Lamond, who had unfortunately
killed, in a sudden quarrel, the son of MacGregor of Glenstrae, taking refuge in the house of the
latter, and claiming his protection, which was readily granted, he being ignorant that he was the
slayer of his son. On being informed, MacGregor escorted him in safety to his own people.
When the MacGregors were proscribed, and the aged chief of Glenstrae had become a
wanderer, Lamond hastened to protect him and his family, and received them into his house.

FOOTNOTES:
[162]Clans, 44, 45.

[163]Mr Smibert (Clans, p. 46) thus describes this interesting relic:—“That arnament, as observed, is silver, and
consists of a circular plate, about four inches in diameter, having a tongue like that of a common buckle on the under
side. The upper side is magnificently ornamented. First, from the margin rises a neatly-formed rim, with hollows cut in
the edge at certain distances, like the embrasures in an embattled wall. From a circle within this rim rise eight round
tapering obelisks, about an inch and a quarter high, finely cut, and each studded at top with a river pearl. Within this
circle of obelisks there is a secand rim, also ornamented with carved work, and within which rises a neat circular case,
occupying the whole centre of the brooch, and slightly overtopping the obelisks. The exterior of this case, instead of
forming a plain circle, projects into eight semi-cylinders, which relieve it from all appearance of heaviness. The upper
part is likewise carved very elegantly, and in the centre there is a large gem. This case may be taken off, and within
there is a hollow, which might have contained any small articles upon which a particular value was set.”

[164]in referring to this incident in the first part of this work {p. 63), the name “Stewart” {which had crept into the oid
edition) was allowed to remain instead of that of “Macdougall.” The Stewarts did not possess Lorn till some years
after.

[165]Clans, p. 84.



[166]Gregory’s Highlands and Isles, p. 346.
[167]See Sir Francis Palgrave’s Scottish Documents, vol. i. p. 319.
[168]Munimenta Fratrum Predicatorum de Glasgu. Maitland Club.

[169]“Nisbet, that acute heraldist,” says Smibert, “discovered an old seal of the family, on which the words are, as
nearly as they can be made out, S(igillum) Dugalli de Craignish, showing that the Campbells of Craignish were simply of
the Dhu-Gall race. The seal is very old, though noticed only by its use in 1500. It has the grand mark upon it of the
bearings of all the Gael of the Western Coasts, namely, the Oared Galley.”

[170]Skene’s Highlanders.

[171]Skene’s Highlanders, vol. ii. part ii. chap. 4.



