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REMINISCENCES OF JOHN DAVIDSON,
A MAINE PIONEER

CommuniostedbyAumJonuox.Hu.D..o{BmHim,m
[Concluded from page 171)

InSeg:idIWSwehadarepgrtbmughtbytwoﬁiendindimsmeunids
to our oﬁeemthatindmnesandtoriescommandedbybﬁtichoﬁoem
ware coming Down on three rivers viz. St. Johns Penobscuts and Cannebeck
andtheywmeomingsonumirousastotakemdDrivedlbefmthanthst
would not take the oath of alejence to ki gorge and they would be amungst
us by the time the leaves of the trees w d be as large as a man thumb
thenextSpﬁng,wetheinhabitenaofBelfasthadooﬂecmeredMif
forouwemoommonsuehbuisenemthmwmﬂdbeaﬂeatwmeetthem
mouthofthedvmboEademdasistthine[cic]hndfomeseswithwh&t
stoodinneedofweordingtowhatwehadthomhtofwhenweuwthe
ofEnglishvmelaintheharbourbefomusmdthelandfmonm
wethughto[wlea.kandfewinnumbermdnowhuetoﬁyto,
f yesShipedourSelvesonbouﬂaSma.lltwomastboat i
come to lo island rother then to stay on the mane land to be
the indjmhir bcl;h;]lsmd I know n?t wtliaet 1l:ut: the wind Drovfe us
went to ni to 1 or ouse was made of larger
wouldtumamusketbaﬂbetter,
we Did not stay there meny Days, for we heard some of the men of
beenasaﬂagotruoetoknowwhattheywiahedforthirmerm,they
wished to have what we could 8 of provision and they would pay the
moneyforforitwhattheywishtmurﬂ;erthstwewmﬂd ie as nuterls [15]
Andnotﬁghtfornoramnstthan,thisStoryPleaaedussowellaowamt
tooolectﬁngourpotskitﬂesandputtm-ﬁomwhmwehidthan,m.ﬁm
tothinkbythistxme&lltheneweswehadreeeivedmeorynm 80
wewenttoworkthothatDidnothstlongforthenutthumdayIreoeived
a rocla.mationthatallthema.]emembasmusteomeonBoudoanhipmd
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theoathofalegimstohnggorgeorabidethecomegumwhattbat
woddbelknewmwhatcouldldoltookthemdamhontheSunbehg
about two hours ahalfhi;hatnighxlfeltmﬂ;edthateverymh
townshouldseeorhearthispaperbefomlalept, lucky I was, when I
mmetothepemonagelfoundtwomenthere,thst to too other
Diﬁ'erentpa.rtsoftheTownandbyourtnkingalitﬂehoubleunustbst
eveninga.ndDesiredweShouldbeatthepasmge.assoonu after

Bm.kfasttotrytooomludeonwhatisbesttoDomrespect Moets proc-
hmaﬁon,inthemorning,intheﬁmtplaoewemettosmmmdwhttoDo
weknewnot,inthes[e]oondphcetheremnomdwtreavdonforbetwem
thirty and forty miles if there had been  we

way for we large familys of women and children and Ty
prov'miontoserveusont.hemad,anditwasnottobehadonthatway,ior
there was neither, folk, victuels, money, nor way to we
oonﬁnuedtheretﬂisboutnoonand
saidlhadalogcmoemdbefomlwouldgo
Capt Solon Bispheraon s o o,oildren Jato it and 4y to com away o will
pt Solon n said if you go in way with you, we
Stut,inthenight,mnwenotbywhstDavid'lﬁllamso ib can
Dohe!pussoastoDﬁveonrhomedcatﬂeawayandsoweoonclndedtocome

away in the next night from Belfast = it
wlwenthomemginformedmyfamﬂyofwhatlhadmmworthoug‘:
ofdoingwasﬁom‘oneoclockihdaytﬂlalmostDarknaxtDayand
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Started on our tedeous Journey or voige, the young men Did not
moov the cattle till next morning and then they could not com along till they
hired a man to help to Drive them, and as we were runing of my canoe from
Ductrap harbour we Discovered the y men coming on, to the beech to
cross a ooveasthetidewasout[IGICathudhewouldStayandsee
how or wheather they had all the Cattle with them or not, you had best keep
along and i will soon overtake so I laft him and soon after Dailight was
veanished and gone there arose a black and windy clowd and we out to sea
and we without a pilot and herbour, how happy I should have been, to have
beenoutofsdundoftheSwellingBiﬁawsbumtmgontheﬁmtymdmthothe
Sound was all I Knew at that time I had to keep us from being Dashed and
sot.ohavehadwmry’ﬁmvu,ifmchamoeloadofpmnmwmeverat
sea and continued so ight untill morning, and then come ashoar all Safe
and well, I cannot be a judg of the feelings of others no better then what I
have before inced, therefomlthinklnevermnthmkandmyahim
anough for his Protecting arm that Did not let that night be our night,
but is yet pertecting and preserving and upholding me and mine and how
loiuv}deservingweareofallthesemmesheisbestoingonuseveryDayofour

es.
While, we had any expectation of our pilot coming to help or Shoe us the
way there Seemed to be sumthing to incourage us but we lost all that hope
for we though(t] he was Lost at sea for his canoe was less than ours for he said
he came about half the way thrugh he thouglht] he thought we wesdre Cast
away and it apeared he would have his canoe filled and he had hard work to
keep her above the water and he turned and went beck to Ducktrap and on
the nex day he came with the young men and cattle O what joy and rejoising
there was, Stevenson at the sight of seeing us and we at seei[n]g him,

now we have to go to Ducktrap for what Stephenson lef[t] in his canoe we
were befriended So we obtained the loan of a two mast boat So as to run to
Dlu]ektr{a]p harbur which we went there in a very Short th[ijme tho it took
us all night to rowe back against the wind and tide and after breakfast we
gathered our teames together gat our loading on the Slad and all we advenced
that Day was three miels to a Dutchmans house and we had So bdd coming
along that first 3 miles as we heard of a cart theree miles forward, the capt.
and myself went to obtain the lone of it to Carry our load on to Georges river,
our Desire was granted in the morning the capt took his oxin and went after
+ the cart and I took mine and went after what he left when we left Camdom
and we came and put our loading on the cart {17] . . . and came as
fer as gegries where it three miles it was very bad treaveling for man beast
and cart, when we came to the barn Doar the owner was there and he Swo
them open and lett us in it was in good Season for it then torainagozs
rain a Shower and the barn capt us and our loading and we Staid
there all of us ten in number over night, and that Day we came Six miles to
Mr John Dillaways Just such a man woman Fammily and place that our
nece..ety caled for took our sixteen head of horned cattle put them into his
pastauar turned his to the woods and as he informed me when I went after my
cattle he said he had them to gather to wont them so we left with him six
oxen and five cows and a few young cattle, we had to send the cart back to
gregoryes, this the young men Did, and in there abcence we were helping to
contrive to help to load a small vessel with wood that belongeg to Boston and
in a very Short time the young men retu[r]ned with the oxen, and we in &
uhortft.lme could be ready to c;uifme on;{”bo?rdti)de smxlalllgh st;hoonmd ﬂ!ln&ke&
. push for Boston, our younge being about old ano ora ought,
1twbeasuitabnletimetotakeitalongwithusandperhapaitwmﬂddousu
much good on board the vessel as it ever would, so we took it on board and
we found it a good morcel to help to langthen out other provisions so we ten
same [sic, ? came] on board the Schooner and came D[o}wne the river and put
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to sea, but the wi i i
el emct‘i‘mmdmt,weputmwah&rbmumdwefound

light
west indian sandls his vesel was loudad win ore (o, Bely

oaded with

of hends four Swevets m amini
and provision in plen commenters of these onesels ban'mdgaoqum. _—
ith Each ofher, Capy Ho b i iy

] : to the commanding
ons, he said there is a chance to take that

chetch a few fresh fish m answer other
men may go and ?ﬂ{om ﬂucko(ﬁ};hingmdw;sw{l?ugo‘m m

be, so I croosed the

the
pherya.ndlfonmdf.beoommending

[lQ]Oﬁoeroft.hePlnceIendavioraedtoinfonﬂhimwbatIvhtfor his

answer was it is more then commision
to help you but it deth not t.lll:g ou
20 so for we had womin and

mthlthoughtitmaswelltobephin

CO!

the night and say but little

tn-ythatyoumxstbeprettysmlaboutit

D

nsequnoesopoaeIShouldagree‘?itbsomeoneunioomenway
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I asked him if he would Set out to go to the if there
he should I said and if you feel

tonight before morning mntheventerofyourSe\_f:umdl.ma.t.i.:n;wvlll
come to Newburyport he said he would go and be back quick was
P

said I will come here . . . to the boat by ten oclock or as soon as the peo;
begins to be still I told him I would endeavour to come &t that time
[m]SoImmmedwmyfnmﬂyandinformedthunwemaﬂgmmrt
in a boat about ten oclock or as soon as people are still I told him I would
ittle before and we set and

endeavior to come at that time to the boat, or a little
waited till we thought it a suitable time and then we cast of from the worf
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brought us a little past portsmouth in the light of that Day, and when about
opposet to Portsmouth we Discovered a Ship lyeing without the bar, as we

ought but when we came neigher the bar we found She was inside and
we knew not what to Do, while we thought she, the ship was outside the bérr we
flatered our selves we could all hands come on board the ship, Drop the boat
as[t]earn the ship and all would be well but when we found the ship was within
we knew not what to Do — we were afeared we would overrun our object but
we had good knowing Men on board they got 4 oars into the rowlocks and
four men hold of them, and one man Stood by and Steeded himself by the
mast and another Stood on his Shoulders, he that was heigest he was to look
out for breakers and he, all at once, Sang out breakers ahead, he said which
way to brring her about She was runing on to the north breaker we rowed a
little further Southardly and let run our grapling for we had not an anker to
ride buy, and there it was when the waves would burste in to the boat we had
a wellrune® and a bucket and we would throw it out as fast as it came in and
50 we Staod it all night and in the morning we could See the way in over the
barr and we arived to newburyport about Sunrise all safe only the women
being seasick the Day and night before and had not got it heardly over the
Day we run from Portland to newbury barr the women lost their bonets at
Sea in Daylight the sea and the wind being high and rough we could not save
them our boat we came in from Portland to newbury Port was a morses boat
she had been cut intoo and made longer She had no Deck . . . She had a
cuddy fore and aft [21] . . . this was the thirtieth Day of June 1779 . . .
She was full of Dry fish before we fourteen of us pasengers came on board
which I thought caused hur to be heavy loaded . . - if the Almighty had not
been on our right and on our left hand the s[eJcond night after we left belfast
and the night we lay at newbury barr it apeares there was nothind in the pour
of man to helpus . . .

we staid at newbury port from about sunrise till about noon and then
mooved for heverhill and came no further then Russels pherrey and we Staid
in the boat over night and it was a cold one the tide tur{n]ed against us and
we could come no further till next morning and the tide turned in our faviour
and soon run [22] . . . to haverhll Town

IS uﬁninmthestreettoseeifleouldeeemyonefromwindhmand
I found Mr John Dinsmoor almost ready to start for Windham with an
ox cart and no load to carry and he took us on board when we wished to ride
and weated on us as far as Deacon Samuel Morrisons in Windham Range and
we came there, and staid at old Mr Willims Thoms over night in the morning
it was wet and lowring. 1 walked as far as My Fathers house and he took

® L e., well room,
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his two horses and came with me and i i i
this was the ninth [?) Da ofJufy‘fngflpt "we iy sy fanily #b B,
hgmveto youthlznytbmiwebavegmnepastallour'l‘mublebutnowwe
Ishouldmpnha woﬂdaqew_andefIhndofmypmportyIleftatBelfm
veagoo@bepnmngwxﬁmutt!;elmd,yesoffamingumﬁah

;::plénga!}dhi:ethatismyhalf,sol i
one for money and the other and calf I put f Sadle i

a:sw:::as on;n;lsamgoodl::;dmﬂedbm b themglml?:dmhimoﬂ'ﬁdg:dli:
g:gd for he could not Eat hay the cowes It.;l:u»'tt mmDo::sh:ldhad;o lenqu o
$ oftreavhngandlhogewemadeaomthingof&neven = In;)mmugh
houroxentwg:eowest;omy athers in Windham and three heff and ;
foc;me that Did not turn to a very good account I had to Sell me“l&rasl;meoxenald
ot e e | rieed gy for e ol S e
the iation of money or his e Pl b <4
b, Y neglect of paying according to agreemen
himugh apa.lofyoungeat.t.lefrom-M:JolmhilmdsFat.ha'a.ndlgted.topsyt

much rfe]pair and there we were a v ands
: o) €ry poor
ngugi’\ﬂrgediemne provision so as to mﬁwm fa.mmm deb}yt fg my&inhndm
asm&ﬂmgbmwom&dthmmlmu necesity has no law, I was obly
Save what we raised. could co [sic, ? sow] better then before for we
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I had thought of Doing in respect of buying Broons ferm, so Do John you
ought to have it it will Suit you and I pyoulsaidfwouldbeghgto

haveitcanyounoteomehereandstayovm-mghtaqdh'ytoaeewhatyon
can Do in the morning he said he would so he cam and in the morning he went
to See the old folks he the Sqr. said he would be gladd to have the money you
owe me and and I D[o] not see but I must have it Broon said he could not

y it till he sold his farm Britton said you can sel it to Day if you wissh to
ohn Davidson will buy it, so they sent for me, and we began and finished,
writings and all were concluded before Dark,

now my friends by this time you are ready to say you have been very
fortunate I think we have so fer, now, if we can be so fortunate to git out of
debt as we have to git into Debt but we cannot expect that, Tho I think I am
as willing to try as I was to go into Debt and you have come to your Fathers
house and you have purchised so much land and all very hendy to carry on
I know I owe a large Some of money but it is not so bad as tho I had not the
vallue the Brownns lot costs Seven hundred and fifty Dollars hard money,
one lot of meadow the first I bought of Thomas Willson I had it for about six
a.cxesforNi.nbeenDollarsSixtymxoentsasaoondlotofmeadow‘Iboughtof
Thomas Willson there was not quite three acres and it coast me Sixty Dollars
hard money, at that time I thought it best to take it although it was Dear

Nowmybea.ra.ndimpuuhalﬁiendsaslhope,aslhaveglvengouahtﬂe
scitch of my coming along in the world as to temperals but as to Spirituels I
have been more silent, . . . [25] . . . sometime in the year 1777 I came to our
Minister Mr Williams for Admision to join his church and was admited . . .
we had our children Bapti e

[28] In 1805 Rev. Saml Harrise was ordained Pastor of the church in
vl oot o st asance AT b et e e T
ittle success to appearance altho e p e in its Simplici
In Feb. 1822 he to see sume of the fruits of his labour a few individuels
began to enquire what they must do to be saved amongst the number was my
son William and a happy time it prooved to be to him and the greatest part
of the fammily, it appeared about that time we all had by Devine grace our
eyﬁslopﬁe;:ed that we saw the eveil nature of Sin, and the beauty there is in
a holy life . . .

[29] After having found Christ ious to my Sule my first inquiry was
Lord what wilt thou have me to lg?(lnfelt it was time to begin to work for
him as I was now more then three score years and ten and D.onenounnf
I, thought of my Brothers and Sisters and others of my years with whome
had been acquainted for many years in windham whome I feared had been
living the Same way as I had So i could not rest Sattisfied untill I had Seen
and talked with those on that subject I therefore took my cane and walked
from house to house untill I had seen them all being absent most three Da;
I thought I could convince them of the error of their ways and show them
beauty there is in experimental religion but alass. how weak is man I shoed
my weakness and how little I Do I found many of them as hard as
adammta.ndotherslbeleivefmmthatDidSet“]\g)famﬂypmy[e]mwhohnd
neglected it for years I returned home I could only commeend them to
Godwhoeestiiritaloneisablewmeltthehudesthudestheut— ;

nearly all those mJ)eople with whome I convened with at that time are
now in their greaves and I am still Spared a living monument of the goodness
of god It is ten years Sence I ho Ibﬁnnto e Christ and his cause —
I am 82 years four mon|[t]hs old I have always been blesd with good health
generely as is the case now which is w for a person of my age I have
a good appitite and my food rellishes well I sleep well and am in no pain I

* A long account (about 2} pages of muiusm‘pt) of Mr. Davidson's religious awaken-
ing, in the year 1822, has been omitted here. e
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havehadekindﬁiendsalways—amm:;nrhmdsofthiswoﬂdgoodsw
be comfortably agreabele a family of that are agreable, all as I think
mpqusesemofRebgionbutgesttaedinanmosthevu-ybeﬁcﬁm,my
youngest is forty two years old I am now and has [sic] bemhvmghemnlmost
thre years and I no not but I [s}hall egntinue to the end of my time here, She
the beloved partner of my youth Died5 day of January 1829 in litchfield we
hvedtogetbahﬁyofyeanherkindnmlﬂhdlnevafmgitlhsveliyedm
Septheworkyfgodprmpalhnveseenma:g[&]lnmndhmtmm
Seince I came into the ofice of christ I have lived to see another revivel in that
phoemdlhavelived@oueeanother;seeondr{e]vivalinthat;ﬂmwhich
was last year 25 fammilies at last to joine in fammily prear about one
time I have lived to see three urches of the congragational order organized
in this place [Lowell] containing 1000 members and all Since 1825 — I have
seen many other churches gro[w] up in this place . . . J. D. i
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Erected in memory/of Mrs. Abigail, consort of Mr. Ira Bartlett who died
Oct. ye 15th, A.D. 1814, in ye 43d year of her age. :

In memory of Mrs. Deborah Bicknell, wife of Mr. Samuel Bicknell. She
died June 27th, 1791, in the 55th year of her age.

Mrs. Mary, Relict of Mr. Samuel Bicknell died Mar. 1815. AE. 66.

In memory ?fhlI;{r Samuel Bicknell, who died Nov. 22nd, 1812, in the 88th
year o age.

Inmemory?fhilgr.hchmah' Bicknell, who died April 6th, 1798 in ye 75th
year o age.

In memory (;f hhltslr Nathaniel Bosworth, who died March 12, 1827 in the 75th
year o age.

Also of Mrs. Mary Bosworth his wife who died Sept. 1826 in the
69th year of her ﬁ;
Amos, only son of Amos & Mrs. Hannah Brown died May 5, 1813. AE. 10

Mrs. Wealthy wife of Mr. William Brown died April 20th 1825. AE. 29

€Aars.
Hem]‘.’imﬂannahdaughtertoEdwudB & Lydia. She dyed J
4th 1770. Aged 16 ot Y i b

Here lies the body of Nathaniel Bugbe. Age 4 years.
Here lies Sarah wife of Dea. Josiah Bugbe. She died November 30, 1755.

Aged 71.
Amos B died Feb. 15, 1804 aged 54.
. his wife died Jan. 8, 1847, aged 89.
Thmmongmmtisetecbedinmanoryoer. Josiah Bugbee and his wife:
heddetﬂyye%AD.lSOtim‘&thywofhisnge. July ye 23d
AD. 1799 departed this life Hannah Bugbee consort of Mr.
Josish Bugbee in ye 61st year of her
HereheaehebodyofDeanothugbee[' ]



