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LOCATION AND BOUNDARY. o

county of Benton lies in the extreme porthwestern cor-

ner of the State of Arkansas, and is bounded north by
McDonald and Barry Counties in the State of Missouri, east by
Carroll and Madison Counties in Arkansas, south by Washington
County in the same Btate, and west by the Indian Territory.
The meridian of longitude 94 west trom Greenwich, England, or
17 weet from Washington, passes through the eastern part of
the county near the village of Garfield, and the parallel of Inti- .
tude 36° and 20" north, passes east and west through the county
neer its center. The boundary lines of the county are described
as follows, to-wit: *Commencing on the State line between Mis-
souri and Arkapsas at the northeast corner of fractional Section
8, Township 21-north, Range 27 west; thence south to the south-
oast Sorner of Bection 8, Township 18 north, Range 27 west;
thence west eight miles to the southwest corner of Section 7,
Township 18 north, Range 28 west; thence south two miles to the
southeast corner of Section 24, Township 18 north, Range 29
west; thence west eighteen miles to the northeast corner of Sec-
tion 25, Township 18 north, Range 32 west_thence south five
miles to the southeast corner of Section 13, Township 17 north,
Range 82 west: thence west three miles to the northeast corner
of Section 21, in the same township and range; thence south
three miles to the southeast corner of Section 33; thence west
nine miles (more or less) to the southwest cornar of the county
at the corner, to Townships 16 and 17, and Ranges 33 and 34;
thence north on the eastern boundary line of the Indian Terri-
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tory, on 8 hearing of about 10° west, twenty-nine miles, morel

or less. to the northwest corner of the State; thence east on the
State line to.the place of beginning.”

TOPOGRAPHY AND NATURAL HISTORY.

The gite of Benton County is the plateau of the Ozark Moun-
tains, the greatest ubbroken portion of which in thia State lies west
of White River, in the counties of Benton and Washington. . The
elevation of the county above sea level
1.600 feet, and the summit.of Poor Mo m, in the northeastern
part, is probably the highest point. With the exception of a
strip of land about two miles wide, extending fiom Rogers to
the southern boundary, the whole surface of the county lying
east of the St Louis & San Francisco Railroad is so broken
and unevén that it is mostly unfit for éultivation, except iu the
valleysof the streams. In the north central portion of the
coutity, extending several miles on both sides of Sugar Creek,
{8 also a large tract of broken std hilly land. There is an
elevated, sbroken and uneven ridge, or water shed, extending
north and south through the county, mosily in Range 32 west,
along the line of which much of the land is too rough for cal-
tivation. With these exceptions, together with the sk;e;; hills or
bluffs bordering on the sireams, the balance of the county, and
by far the greater poftion thereof, consists of elevated plateaus of
gently undulating or rolling prairie and timbered lands, all of
which are susceptible of a high state of cultivation. These latter
lands are clasded as the table lands of the State, and are in fact
the’beginning of the prairie region which covers the southern
part of the Indian Territory. x:

_ ““The ascent from thé level of White River, on the east, to the
table lands, is 375 feet; the ascent from the level of Elk River,
a tributary of the Grand River fork of the Arkansas, is 408 feet;
and the ascent from the Illinois fork of the Arkansas is 394 feet.
The area of the county is 900 square miles, or 576,000 acres.

e proportion of unmodified prairie is, approximately, 86,000
acrds; oak barrens or modified prairie, 175,000 acres; wooded

mountain or ridge territory, 200,000 acres; and river and creek

valley lands, 86,000 acres.”

v .
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Streams, Springs, efc.—The southeastern and extreme north- |
eastern portions of the county are drained by White River and
its tributaries. This river enters the county on its southern
boundary, near the line dividing Ranges 25 and 29, and flows
thence in a northerly, northwesterly and northensterly direction,
and in fact toward all points 6f the compass, in its tortuous route,
and finally leaves the county at its eastern boundary, from Sec-
tion 5, in Township 20 ‘north, Range 27 west. Its principal
tributaries on the east are War Eagle and Little Clifty Creeks,
and on thL:' west are Spider, Indian, Prairie* and E{;culnpin
Lreekg. - White River, after crossing the northwest corner of
Carroll County, enters the State of Missouri, in which it forms a
bend, and then returns to Arkansas, and flows in & southerly
direction, and empties into the Mississippi about Ive miles
above the mouth of the Arkansas River. A portion of the ex-
treme northeastern part of the county is drained by tributaries
of Big Sugar Creek, flowing generally in a northwestern direc-
tion. The north central part of the county is drained by Little
Sngar Creek and its numerous tributaries. This creek rises in
the northeastern’ part of the county, and, after flowing in ns
general western direction about fifteen miles, it bears to the
northwest, and enters the State of Missouri near the middle of
Range 31 west, being also near the center of the north boundary
line of the county. The south central and southwestern portions
of the county are drained by the Osage fork of the Illinoix River
and its varions tributaries, the main one of which has its Souree
at the noted Osage Spring, at the home of Ezekiel Dickson. in
Section 16, Township 19 north, Range 30 west. The psugo fork
flows in a general west-southwest df'uyction, and leaves the county
near its southwest corner, where itienters the Indian: Territory.
The west central portion of the county is drained by Flint and.
Spavinaw Creeks and their tributaries. The former vuns in a
direction west of soutbiwest, and crosses the western boundary
line of the county in Section 23, Township 18 north, Range 34
west, and the latter runs in about the same. direction, and leaves
the county from Section 10, Township 19 north, Range 34
west. The extreme northwestern portion of thecounty is drained
by creeks which flow mostly in a northwestern direction, and

{
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empty into the Neosho River. All the streams here mentioned,
excepting White River and its tributaries, eventually flow into
the Arkansas. On the larger streams, especially White River
and War Eagle, excellent mill-sites abound, and a few have been
improved, the most noted of which is at War Eagle Mill& on
War Eligle Creek. This creek was named after an Indian chief
called ** War Eagle.”

Benton Couify has the great advaptage of having many
springs from which flow pure, soft W£ “ as clear as crystal,”
and of a quality, unsurpassed in any o8 wtry. There are several
groups or systems of springs distributed throughout the county.
the most noted of which are White Sulphur Springs, in the
northwestern part; Siloam Springs, in the sonthwestern part:
Crystal Springs, near Bentonville, apd the Electric and Escu-
hpiny groups, near
qualities, mention of which will be made elsewhere in this wirk.

“There are also hundreds of individual springs, some.of which

produce a stream large enough to furnish good water-power, if
properly utilized. Prominent among thé individual springs is
the one at Springtown, another one at the residence of Oliver 1.
Anderson, in Anderson Township, and the Osage Spring, before
mentioned. According to tradition the latter derived its name
from the following incident: An Indian belonging to the Osage
tribe visited the spfing to quénch his ‘thirst, and was shot and
killed by one belonging to" the Delawaro tribe, who had con-
cealed himsalf in a tree-top overlooking the spring, hence the
name. These tribes are said to have then been at enmity. An
abundance of good water on the uplands is obtained by digging
or boring for it at various depths, ranging from fifteen to eighty

ofeet, and much water is obtained from this source. Cistern

water is also used to some extent by many who prefer it to any
other water. Away from the -streams stock water is frequenily
obtained from ponds of rain water kept in artificial excavations,
the sub-soil or bottoms thereof being of such a nature as to hold

water and prevent its sinking. Upon the whole the supply

of water is abundant, and its quality is first-class. '
Timber.—The table lands and ridges of the county, where
not improved, are mostly dovered, and in"some places densely

B
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covered, with the several varieties of the oak. the blagk, or ** jack -
oak,” predominating, and hickory. Some chestnut is also found
on these lands. In the valleys and along the streams sycamore,
hackberry, elm, black walnut, butternut, gum, ash, several kinds
of oak; and other varieties of timber exist. Many trees of syca-
more, hackberry and elm grow from two to five feet in diameter
at the base, but all of them have a short, scrubby growth, so that
but few tress will produce mors than two saw.logs each. In the
southeast corner of the county is a tract of land, six miles north
and south by about eight miles east and west, covered,with pine
timsper, much of which is large enough for lumber, and of it there
is a seemingly inexhaustible supply. The best white oak timber
is found in the gulches of the mountainous vﬁ'on of the
county, the ridges being covered with black “oak of a short,
scrubby growth. When the settlement of the county began (in
the early part of the present century) all of the comparatively
level upland was called prairie, while in truth there was but
little real prairie. The timber was then very thin, the trees
stood far apart, and the country which is now covered with a
dense growth of young timber was then so open that the wild deet®
could b# seen anywhere at a distance of several hundreds of
yards. The entire surface of the earth was then covered with a
rank growth of vegetation, consisting of the native grasses and
wild flowers, which gave to the landscape, especially in the
timbered lands, a more beautiful eppearance than it now has.
Annually, after this rank growth of vegetation became (I‘n’-q:l and
dry, the Indians set fire to it, and burned it from the entire sur-
face of the country. This they did to destroy the places of cou-
cealment for the wild game, the potter to enable them to secure
their prey. - This burning of the decaying vegetation also de-

‘stroyed the germs or sprouts, and thus prevented the growth of

young timber. When this practice ceased the germs of under-
brush and young timbér began to grow, and the surface of the
timbered lands, where they have not been cleared, are now covered
with'a dense growth of young timber and bushes. . The supply
of this young timber, all of which has grown in the present
century, is so abundant that there is much more wood now in the
county than when its settlement began.  As yet not much of the

P
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young timber is large ancugh for lumber; but much of. it can be
= made into fails.

Grolugical ;~But little can be definitely said upon the subject
of geology, as there never has been made a geological survey of
the county. - The surface, especially the broken portion thereof,
is underlaid with limestone, safidstone, vermicular and cavernous
rocks, and in many places in the bluffs along the streams the
rock.crops out and forms perpendicular #alls of immense heigh
Where the rock is thus exposed many caves are found, and
many of them streams of pure, cold water are flowing. Tﬁeg
face of the ridges and broken lands is composed of earth inter-
mixed with pieces of flint and chert rock about the size that rock
is generally broken into for the making of macadamized roads.
This rock is so abundant that it ig only necessary to clear & high-
way and-use it in order to have a road as good in quality as the
best of macadamized rgads/ In the-beds of the streams and
along theiﬂnnrgim—l{'shmcient_supply of this naturally prepared
rock can beyfound to thoroughly macadmize all the roads in the
county. i

At a point on. White River, about five and a half miles south
east of Rogers, there is a large deposit of rock composed of fine,
white sand, which is believed to be of the best quality for the
manufactare of glass. It has, however, not Feen tested. Min-
erals are believed to exist in considerable quantifies at various
places in the county. Lead has been taken oat at Cherokee City
aud on §pnvilmw Creek, and specimens have been found at other
places in the county; but-no measures have yet been taken to
ascertain its quantity. Indications of the existence of copper and
zine have been discovered in the county. It igbelieved also that
silver exists, but in such limited quantities that its mining can-
not be made profitable. A controversy is at present going on
between the State geologist and certain citizens of the State, in
regard to the exi®fgea of silver in Arkansas. The former claims

‘that with the possible, exception of Silver City, there is not suf-
ficient sidver in the Sta pay for its mining.

Soils,—* As due to geological origin and the local modifica-
tion-—thé soils having been derived from the red and yellow

apper strata of the sub-carboniferous group, and also from disin-

L
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tegration of magnesium and sub-carboniferous limestone—the
following distinct bodies of land are found distributed throughont
the county: A rich and strong barren soil, a gravelly and cherty
ridge soil, a compact soil on a foundation of stiff clay:a fourth,
a dark brown soil lying in the valleys adjacent to the streams;
and a fifth, the best of all, a soil of brown color, upon a founda-
tion of red clay, and with a timber growth of black and red oaks,
Sugar maple, locust, hickory and walnut. This is in the interior.
In the marginal areas, as in the broken country forming the
eastern and northern boundaries, the characteristic types of inte-
rior lands are lost to an exignt in coarser soils of a pale brown,
and of a darker color, more silicious or more compact, as the case
may be, and imposed upon a subsoil of no greater, depth above
the bed rock, excepting, of course, from this classification. the
alluvial valley lands of White River.”*

The soils of Benton County are well adapted to diversified
agriculture, a system that has been adopted and practiced by the
farmers. With proper cultivation, corn, oats, wheat, rye, pota-
toes and all kinds of vegetables can be produced in great abun-
dance, and s large proportion of the soil produces the finest qual- .
ity of tobacco. While the county is well adapted to diversified
agriculture, its grente)ét advantage, perhaps, is its complete adapt-
ability to horticultare. Apples, peaches, pears, plums, grapes
and all manner of small fruits are grown in great abundance.
The climate being mild and the atmosphere pure, all manner of
fruits adapted to this latitude grow in Benton County to perfec-
tion. It has mcquired the cognomen of ** The apple orchard of
America,” this fruit being so successfully and so extensively
grown. Hereafter, in its proper place, more will be soigvabout
the agricultural and horticultural interests of the county.” Com-
parative tables of he quantities produced, and the future pros-
pects for sbtaining wealth in Benton County will be mentioned.

(limate.—** Benton County is generally accepted to have a
climate as that of thé Piedmont region of Virginia. which is
borné out in its annual mean temperature of ,approximately 60
F.. and in the following approximate temperature: Spring, 60 3
summer, 78°; autumn, 607 ; winter, 40° F. The annual rainfall
is from thirty-two to forty-four inches.”

“Col. M. L. DedMalber.
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) SETTLEMENT. l

The First.—While it is not positively known, it is.believed
that Adam Batie, who settled on the prairie that now bears his
name, near the present site of Maysville, was the first settler in
Benton County. The date gf his settlement has not been ascer-
tained, but it is presumed to have been prior to the year 1830.
Batie Prairie and the creek that flows from it are both named in
honor to this early and first settler. In 1830 John McPbaiggnd
his father settled on that prairie. Soon thereafter Martin“{ays
settled on the present town site of Maysville, and William Bird
Keith settled near by. The above named five persons were the
only residents on Batie Prairie in 1838. BSoon thereafter Judge
English, Robert Cooper, Lemuel Tynnon and several others fol-
lowed. until the whole of the p'r’airio was occupied. '

One of the first .e:gwé of the county was William Reddick,
who settlgd“early in-the thirties or late in the twenties at the

place since kniown ds Elkhorn. He and his son-in-law, Samuel”

Burks, also an early settler, came from Illinois. . Reddick was/a
politician and a prominent citizen. For many years he con-
trolled the politics of the Sugar Creek settlement, and that settle-
meut usually controlled the politics of the county. Jacob Roller,
from Hawkins County, Tenn., settled where his son William now
lives, on Roller's Ridge. This ridge lies mortheast of Garfield,
and is about four miles long, east and west. It is so called by
renson of Roller's settlement thereon. Two improvements had
been madle on this ridge prior to Roller's settlement, one on the
east and one on'the west end. Mr. Roller erected and for a num-
ber of years kept a whisky distillery” where he settled. He was

* . thrice married and bad twenty-four children. His third wife,

who survived him, is still living. There were other settlers in
that ueighborhood by the name of Roller. Jamee Jackson, from
Overton Count$ Tenn., settled near the site of Garfield in 1829,
Dauniel Ash was p%pry early settler near the State line north of
(iurﬁuld. and in 1584 _Jacob R. Forgery, from Scott County,
Vi, settled in the same neighborhood. The Pascals were eariy
settlers in the country southeast of the site of Garfield. Before
the organization of the county Henning Pace, .from Tennessee,

b
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the father of the first sheriff of the county, settled on Sugar
Creek, a few miles noréh of Bentonville, and one or two of his
sons settled lower down on the same creek. Chris. C. Pace, who
is still living st & very advanced age, settled south of Benton-
ville. Henry Ford, and other Fords, were also among the early
seltlers on Sugar Creek. o
'Others.—Three miles east of Bentonville was the Woods'
Settlement, where Samuel and William Woods, of Tennessee,
located. They both raised large families, and lived there until
their deaths. George P. Wallace, at whose house the county was
organized, settled one milgand a half east of Berntonville. He
was a large and powerful man, being nearly seven feet in height,
and had several sons who were his equal in stature. He subse-
quently sold his first improvement and moved to another place
in the county, a few miles further north. It is said that when
he wanted to raise a house he did not invite his neighbors to
assist, for he and his stalwart sons were always equal to the task.
John B. Dickson, the first clerk of the county, settled on what is
now Deming’s Addition to the town of Bentonville. He subse-
quently settled at Osage Springs, where Ezekiel Dicksonnow lives,
and afterward moved to Texas, where he died. He came to this
county from Bedford County, Tenn. James Jackson and his
gons, and Samuel Williams, his father-in-law, settled ong mile
west of Bentonville, and the locality was afterwards known as
the  Jackson and Williams Settlement.” Robert Dickson and
his son Joseph settled one-half mile west of Bentonville,
and.Uncle Egekiel Dickson, a brother to Robert, settled about
eight miles weet from Bentonville. The Dicksons all came
from Bedford County, Tenn. James, Joseph and quit}McKis-
sick settled from five to eight miles west of Bentonville, and
Edward CunningMm settled at the Cunningbam Bprings, about
six milee from Bentonville. Abouta mile south of these springs
Willism Pelham settled. He subsequently’ became surveyor-
general of the State. He was a brother-in-law of ex-Gov. Con-
way. Rev. James Harris, a Cumberland Presbyterian min-
ister, and probably tue first preacher in the county, settled about
three-fourths of a mile west of Bentonville.  In 1536 Col. Hugh
A. Anderson brought his family from Kentucky, and settled

T«
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wnere his son Oliver 1. Anderson now resides, nine miles south-
west of Bentonville: A large spring, héretofore mentioned. is
at this place, and Col.-Anderson used o keep a deer:park so
enclosed that the deer had access to the spring branch.

Phineas Holmes settled ebout five miles southwest of Ben.
tonville, and John Kinchel#ws settled near the same place on
Osage Creek. The latter took an adtive part in the organization of
the cnu‘n'ty, and was for many years a justice of the peace for his

township. A few miles southeast of Bentonville was the_é- A

ham settlement, where George and Joseph Graham located ith.
their families. An early settler, still surviving, says ‘‘there were
a host of the Grahams.” Robertand James Cowan settled about
eight miles south of Bentonville. A brother-in-law of the Cow-
ans, By the name of Colrille, settled in the same loeality.  Col-
ville Township derives its namie from the latter. Colville went
to California in 1550, and“on one occasion he left the camp of
himself and comraded and went out prospecting, and was never
afterward heard from. Robert Hubbard. the first representative
of Benton County in the State Legislature, settled near the
Cowans, and Benjamin and Jefferson Hubbard settled lower down
on the Osage. The Maxwells also settled in.the Cowan neigh-
borhood. Isase Horton, from Tennessee, settlad near the site of
Lowell, in 1830. All of the foregoing namadindividuals, whose
date of settlement is not mentioned, were living at the places
mentioned in 1838, when Judge Alfred B. Greenwood came from
Georgia and settled in‘Bentonville, Many of them had settled
several years prior to thattime. .

In 1833 Felix G. Lindsey came from Kentucky and settled
about three miles west of Sulphur Springs. In 1885 Christo-
pher C. Pace and his son J. H. Pace, also from Tennessee, set-
tled about six miles east of Maysville. In 1840 Solomon Phillips
and his son Plessant, from Tennessee, settled about one and a
Maysville. -Among the first children born in
ohn and Elijah Keith, who were born about
three miles southeast ®f Maysville, the former in 1834 and the
latter in 1836. Among the later settlers near Maysville was A.
T. Hedges, from Indiana, who located one and a half miles south-
east of that place in 1544. Henry R. Austin snd his mother,

Y i
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Ellen Austin, came from Bedford County, Tenn., in 1545, and
settlad west of Nebo, where Elijah Austin, son of Henry R., now
lives. Mrs. Ellen Austin has survived her son, and is now living
with her grandson, at the advanced age of one hundred and one
yoars, and is yet active and intelligent. She was well acquainted
with Gen. Jackson and with President Polk, and is such a stanch
Democrat that she declares that if she could control a thousand
votes she would give them all to “Grrover.”

In 1839 Richard Burgess and his family, including W. W.
Burgess, who now lives at Springu')wn, came from Bedford Coun-
tv. Tenn., and settled 5n Lk Branch, near the Osage, where Ed.
Maxwell now lives, The same year Walter Thornberry and his
son-in-law, David Brickey, came from Virginia, and -John Ed-
wards from Tennessee, and settled on the same branch. About
the same time Joseph Neal and Charles Kincheloe settled on
Rrushy Creek. In the fall of 1540 Archey Wilson and his
brother Samuel, also from Bedford County, Tenn., settled in the
Burgess neighborhood. This made quite a colony of Tennes-
séaand. David Brickey was a famous hunter, and on the first
night after the arrival of the Burgesses heand W. W. Burgess
went out and shot and killed six turkeys. Certainly the new
comers were pot “out of meat). The first settlers on Flint
Creek, in the vicinity of Springtown, were as follows: Isaac and
Hasting Dial, the latter settling about a mile east, where John
Reynolds now resides. In 1850 Robert Duckworth, Matthew
Vaughan, Perminter Morgan, Wiley Jones and Maj. Jack Rus-
sell all came from Georgia, and settled in that vicinity. The
following year Robert Hall and his sons, Jesse and Young, Rnllly .
Hood, Joseph Thomas and his son Joseph, also from Sitorgia,
Hiram Thomason and his sons, John and Sanford, and several
others, settled on Ffint Creek, and William Addington settled in
*“Coon Hollow.”

Simon Sager, a German, after whom Siger's Creek ?n’as
named, is believed to have been the first settler in the Hico-
Siloam vicinity. He settled on the creek where John De Armon
now lives, near Siloam. About the year 1844 Dr. Henry Powell
gettled with his family on Flint Creek, four miles north of the
sito of Siloam. His widow, Mrs. Anna Powell, etill resides on
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the place. About the same time James Riddle also settled on
Flint Creek, in that vicinity. John Quinton was the first settler
of the place now pecupied by Col. D. Gunter, at Hico. = The lat-
ter came from Tennessee in 1844, and settled where he now re-
sides. Daniel Copeland was also a very early settler near Hico.

P. M. Phillips, of Bedford (Wunty, Tenn., came to Benton
County in 1838, and in 1847 settled on Round Prairie. Col.

Henry Hastings came from Tennessee in 1836, and settled seven
miles west of Bentonville. “He subsequently located at Corny
Spring (Decatur ), where helived until his death. Thomas Quarles® ' .

from Georgia, settlad on the northeast part of Round Prairie
about the year 1840, and in 1844 Col. John Phagan, from North
Carolina, settled at the Double Springs, on the Line Road. - In
15468 David Chandler, also from Nogpth Carolina, settled on tb'e
fu;m which he still owns, one and a fourth''miles south-
west of Bloomfield. He now- resides in Bloomfield. Rév. Jobn
Givens, a Baptist minisfer from Tennessee, was an early set-
tler ou Butler. Creek. About the year 1845 Z. M. Winnery,
from Tennessee, settled on the site of the village ‘of Sulphur
Springs. Near the same time Frank Lauderdal, James Thom-
ason and Daniel Tittle, all from Tennessee, settled in that neigh-
borhood.

The first settlement on War Eagle Creek, in Benton County,
was made by two brothers known as bear huiiters, their names
being Isaac and Levi Borne. : They came from Illinois early
in the spring of 1832, and settled abave the present War Eagle
Mills, and each one raised thres acres of.corn that year. The
following fall Absalom Thomas, Henry Taber, Lewis Russell,
Robert Taber, William Brazeel and a Mr. Nelsonall settled with
their families in that neighborhood, and in December of that
year Sylvanus Blackburn, Josiah Blackburn, Julius Kirk and
Matthew Brewer with.their families, all from Hickman County,
Tenn., settled in neighborhood. ~The latter party came
and, crossing what is now the line be-
on the old State road passing

n.ofth and south, they reached the.cabin of John Fitzgerald, then
5 h.vmg near the present village of Lowell, and stayed there over
mg_ht The next day, leaving their families at Fitzgerald's, they
3 L
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prospected for and selected their respective locations, and then
moved thereon. Sylvanus Blackburn located on the place, at the
present War Eagle Mills, where he and his estimable wife, who
then accompanied him, are still residing, he being in his eight-
jeth" year at.this time, and she being about the same age. Julius
Kirk" settled on the creek about half a mile below the mill site
and Matthew Brewer about three-fonrths of a mile above it. Mr.
Blackburn and his wife are the only durvivors of these settlers.
The next year John, David and Absam Stanley, James Borue,
Jemes Matthews and Daniel Flannery settled in that neighbor-
hood, and soon after Geofge Chabangh and his son-in-law, Oliver
Miller.. About the same time two famous hunters, Stephen Coose
and John Scennett, settled on White River. The formeér, in order
to illustrate the crookedness of this river, once related that he
traveled one entire night on the river in his canoe from a point
near'his residence, and on landing in the morning foung that he
had gained so little distance that he walked home to get break-
fast. !

The first death that occurred in the War Eagle settlement
was that of & little danghter of Dayid Stanley, and hers was the

" first grave in the Austin graveyard, about four miles above War

Eagle Mills. The second death washat of John B. Kirk, son of
Julius Kirk, and he was buried in the first grave in the Blackburn
graveyard, near War Eagle Mills. Among the first marriages
that took place in that neighborhood were those of John High-
land and Rachael Borne, James Blackburn and Sarah Crabaugh.
Joseph Stanley and Millie Blalock, Oliver Miller and Miss Bla-
lock, the latter being a sistes to Millie.

Later Seftlers.—About 1848 William Wells, from W asAng-
ton County, Ark., settled one mile south of Sulphur Springs. In
1851 G. W. Mitchell, From Tennessee. settled on the site of the
present village of Bloomfield, and H. T. Gillespis, from North
Carolina, settled where he now lives on the Line Foad, two miles
south of Cherokee City. About the year 1855 Jamies Ingle
settled two and a half miles northeast of Bloomfield. =~ In 1855
Jeese Benton settled where he now lives on Honey Creek, eight
miles west of Sulphur Springs. He came from Georgis. Prior.
to 1858 the following persons settled in the upper Pea Ridge
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neighborhood, near the famous battle-field, to-wit: Enoch Trott,
froms Tennessee; James Wardlaw, from Illinois; Mat. Cavaness,
Georga Miser, from Tennessee; Lewis Pratt, Rev. Jasper Duna-,
gin, Wash. Ford, .Johp and Samuel Reddick, Wiley Foster
and his two brothers, aud Granville Medlin. J. Wade Sikes and
his father and family, #om Tennessee, settled there in 1853, H.
H. Patterson and his two brothers, William Marsh, John Lee
and the Morgans were also early’settlers in the Pea Ridge vicin-
ity. In 1851 Young Abercombie and his sons, Jam : villiam,
John, Samuel, Hiram, La Fayette and Floyd, settled®n Round
Prairie. ' '
For other early settlers the reader is referred to the biograph-
ical department of this work. It must also be borre in mind that
many other persons hereinafter mentioned in connéctipn with the
organization of Benton County were early settlers thereof.
Nafivity and_Character of the Settlers.—By far the greater
portibn of the first citizens of Benton County came from Tennes-
sée. + Many came from Georgia and North Carolina, and a goodly
number came from Virginia and Kentucky, with here and there
a man from the free States. Many were descendants of the first
settlers of the States from whence they came, and were thoroughly
acquainted with pioneer life, and thus well qualified to open the
country and establish new homes on“thie wild western frontier.
Nearly all were farmers and " hunters, without much eduéation or
polish, and with moderate ambitions and wants easily satisfied'
To establish a home on a fasm of greater or less extent, to live
plainly, frugally and honestly, te enjoy comfort and not to work
too hard seems to have been their chief desires. The majority
were poor and they never became wealthy. Asis the case every-
where the few Only became rich. Of cultared, scholarly, enter-
prising and ambitious men there were a few. Many brought
some mongyy slaves and other property to the county, established
themsely mfortably from the first, and soon or eventually
igns of affluence. Some of the merchants and
other business' m®s were shrewd and successful. The doctors
and lawyers were fair representatives of their professions. t There
were no gentlemen of leisure, all had duties to perform, and
though they were a little rough, uncouth dand unpolished, they
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were free and hearty, génerous and hoepitable, and on the whoie
just the right kind of people to brave the storms, “ subdue the
wilderness "’ and press forward the line of civilization.

Some people sigh for a return of * the good-old timos,:‘.,but
there was no more morality in the first decade of the county’s

i

 existeénce than in the one just past; and on looking over the first.

indictmentsin the courts cne would conclude that there was not

go much. There were not then so many churches, schools and

school books in proportion & the population as at present. In- "
deed, some of the “noble old pioneers™ were a little *tough.” $ ‘
One of the first énterprises was the establishing of whisky dis-

tilleries, and in those * good old days,” when the intoxicating ;
fluid was cheap, and free from government gaugers and revenue "ﬁ ;
collectors, nearly everybody drank it. And notwithstanding the 3
declaration that some are disposed to make, that intemperance is
on the increase, the truth is just the opposite, as there is not
nearly as much whisky consumed now, in proportion to popula-
tion, ss there was then. It is customary to indulge in g great

_deal of ext ravagance in extolling: the virtues of the first settlers

of any country. Their good qualities are extolled immoderately,
while it is seldom, or ever, hinted that they had any vices. Our
first settlers were men ard women, with all of the virtues and
graces, and all of the vices and frailties possessed by their ances-
tors, and retained by their descendants. They were hospitable
and generous, as & rule, and their successors practice the same
virtues.

The Pioneer's Cabin.—Log cabins were the domiciles of the
‘pioneer settlers, and the building of one was & nqtable event.
The first two or three settlers had to erect their awn, with the
assistance of jheir families. Later, the pioneer, upon arrival in-
to the country intended for his future operations, would stop .
and camp at the house of some former, settler, and leaving his
family there would, under the guidance of the-former settler, set
out and hunt and select a place to his liking, usually at a spring
or some creek, and then return and move his family thereto.
The next thing to be considered was a cabin in which to dwell
A day for its erection would be appointed, and the former settler
would mount a steed and ride far and near to the habitations of the
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few scattered settlers and notfy them when and where the ‘ rais-
ing" was to take place.” They would come from within a radii of ff-
" teen to thirty miles, and on the day appointed the cabin would
go up; meanwhile,the newcomer would clear the spot for the new
house, and live with his family in the *covered wagon.” Axes,

the clapboards, and augers, with which to bore holes for pins
and to prepare the ‘wooden hinges for doors, were all the
tools required. If there were enong:ﬁn. the logs would
be hewed, otherwise put up round. Ridg8 poles wonld be placed
in order, and the clapboards placed thereon and weighted down
with poles, and thus the cabin would be covered. A huge fire-
place cribbed with logs at one end of the building, lined with
stone and mud, and topped cut with a gtick and mud chimney,
constituted the heating apparatus. The floor and door would be
made_of puncheons, and the doof hung with wooden hinges.
" ~Fhns the pioneer's cabin would be completed. = With the use of
3 the ax and auger bedsteads were made of small poleo in the cor-
ners of the building. In such humble honnen the pioneers dwelt,
wore plain apparel and fed on humble fare—lived comfortably,
happily and well. They did not sport fine elothes, but plen-
ty of comfortable and durable linsey and jeans and homespun
cotton, much better suited to their rough-and-tumble life.
Population.—The increase in the population of Benton
County, since its settlemént, was very gradual until since the
year 1880, In 1860 it was 9,285; in 1870, 13,782; in 1580,
20.255, 'and now it is 31,000; an increase of 10,745 since 1880.
This unusual increase is due mostly to the large influx of im-
migrants that have come into the county since the completion
of 'the St Louis & San Francisco Railroad throungh it, and
since the fact has been advertised thet this region is unexcelled
in the United States for the growing of all kinds of fruit. The
pulation of ‘Benton County, by race, for the dates here given,
follows: For 1860, white, 8,905; negro, 385; Indians, 16.
70, white, 13,640; negro, 182; Indians, 9. - For 1880,
white, 2(,167; negro, 128; Indiane, 33. Of the present popu-
lation the number belonging to each race cannot be accurately
given, By a comparison of thése figures it will be noticed that
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while the white population is rapidl_;: ‘increasing, that of the
colored is decreasing, there being only one-third as many of the
latter in 1880 as there were -in 1800, ‘and more than three
times as many Wwhites as there were then. It will also be no-
ticed that the small Indisn population doubled in the same period
| of time.

. Wild Animals, Game, etec.—The wild enimals that originally
inhabited the territory of Benton County were buffaloes, bears,
wolves, wild cats, catamounts, panthers, elk‘. deer, foxes, raccoons,
opossums, rabbits, squirrels, etc. The buffaloes fled in advance

of the approach of the white man, and but few lingered after his

coming. Sylvanus Blackburu reme having seen two soon

A i after he settied, in 1832 Probably these were the last ones

: geen in the county, or, at least, among the last. Unlike other
) wild animals, they did not remain to annoy or be annoyed by

‘ the settlers, but sought new pastures farther towaid the setting

sun. The bears, not willing to abandon their native haunts,

lingered and struggled with their exterminators. Many were
killed by the *‘bear hunters,” who loved the dangerous sport

In the open-country they have become extinct, but oceasionully

one is yet found in the mountain fastnesses. - They were very
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annoying to the early settlers, and destroyed many of their .
hogs. The wolves were very numerous and troublesome; and
*destructive to sheep, pigs and young cattle. Sylvanus Black-
§ burn relates that they killed nine of his sheep for two successive
nights. 7 ;

The bears would kill the Jargest hogs, and the wolves would
generally take the pige. The bears were hunted and killed for
their meat and skins;and for their extermination. Many were
killed simply to gratify the love of the adventure. The wolves

being unfit for food, and their skins being of no syulue, were
hunted and killed with a view of their extermination. They are

not wholly exterminated, but are no longer troublesome. A few
yet remained in the broken country distant from the settlements.
The wild cats, catamounts and panthers, once very numerous and
annoying, have become so nearly extin-t as to cease to be troub-
lesome. The elk hecame'extinct many years ago. The deer were

numerouns but not annoying. They were hunted and killed for
. v
f




18 5 STATE OF ARKANBAS.

food. Their skins were also valuable. Josiah Blackburn, son of
Sylvanns Blackburn, was a great hlmwr He killed forty deer

one winter on one ** hunting snow.’ The old gentleman, though
not n professional hunter, sometimes killed s high as three deer
_.per day. ‘Many of the surviving old nettlpfs say-that they often
went out and killed a deer before breakfast. Many a deer lost

its life h; approaching too near the “clearings™ of the old set-

tlers, always had their trusty rifles near at hand. The other
animn® mentioned above, though not so numerous as they for-
mvrl_{' were, still abound in considerable numbers® &
Wild fowl, of various kinds, especially turkeys, were numer-
; ous, The turkeys, like the deer, were. easy of acquisition, and
 E were extensively used by the early settlers for food. The wild
; fowl still exist. but in very limited numbers. The varieties are
«those common to all parts of America in this latitude. In the
hollow trees of the forests wild bees and their honey were found
in great abundance by the early settlers. Had there been a mar-
ket near t hand, the quantity of honey that could have been
E .} gnthered Trom the forests would have been a considerable source
of revenue, but, as it Was, it was only gathered for home con-
sumption.  When a beb tree was found. the next thing to be
done was to kill a deer and skin it. Then the deer skin, by true
pioneer ingenuity, was formed, and tied up so as to form a sack
that would hold about two bushels.  Into this deer skin sack the
honey would be placed and carriedd home, the sack hung up in a
sufe place, and left hanging until the honey was consumed. The
“reader may think this was a novel vessel in which to put the
In those days the people were not close to
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Choney, and so it was,
market where they could purchase earthen and wooden vessels to
: snit their conveniences, and consequently were Sbliged to impro-
3 vise many things that we would not thiuk of using at the present
day. Sylvanus Flackburn and other surviving pioneers can tes-
tify to thie truth of the foregoing concerning the wild bees and
" their honey.

Hardships, Advanlages, Disadvantages, efe.—The first set-
tlers labored under great inconvenience from the want of grist
and saw-mills, post-offices, blacksmith and other mechanical
shops, there bemg none within convenient distance. The pio-
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~ a bowl thus formed sufficient to hold a quantity of corn.
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neer, before eptering the extreme frontier, would provide himself
with a supply of meal, which would last for a short time after
making his settlement, then a new supply had to be obtained.
Then came the testof pioneer life—some corn had to be obtained
by making a long trip to some point back from the frontier, or io
some distant settler, who had * made " a crop and had a few sur-
plus bushels: Mr. Sylvanus Blackburn, of War Eagle, and those
that settled with him, went to Richland, about twenty-five miles .
distant, to get their corn. Many others had to go a greater dis-
tance. The corn being obtained the next thing to lir%none was -
to reduce it to meal, and in the absence of mills how was it to be
done. The following is'the method as related by the old settlers,
who of neceesity had to use it: First a large tree was felled, so
ns to leave a stump with a level surface, then a fire was kindled’
and kept burning on the center of the top of the stump, while
the outer portion or rim thereof was kept wet to prevent its
burning. In this way a hole would be burned into the stun:,
and when it was of sufficient depth to_form a good bowl, the ﬁre
would be taken out and the hole cleaned, the coals adhering to
the wood would be scraped ont with some edged instrument, and
0 Then a
pole with one end hinged to a forked post set near the stump, and
extended horizontally over the stump, and a pedestal or manl
lnspended to the pole over the bowl in the stump, completed the
pioneers’ grist-mill. The corn would then be placed in the bowl.
and one or two persons (oft.en the settler and his good wnfo;
would take hold of the lonse end of the pole or *“sweep’ and
move ifdp andglown, thus causing the pedestal to pound the corn
into meal.  Such were the pioneer grist-mills on which the corn
was ground for the hardy seitler, his wife and little children.
The first few grindings would be considerably mixed with the
black, burned wood of the stump, and the meal would be of a
dark color. - Bread or * hoe-cakes,” made of such meal, together
with wild meat, of which they had a great abundance, and a lit-
tle coffee and sagar—the two latter articles being very inconven-
iently obtained—usually constituted the diet of the -pioneers for
the firet year and until they could raise a crop.

Clothing.—Their clothing copsisted of what they brought,
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with them, which they subsequently made out of cloth man-
ufactured at;home with the spinning wheel and loom; and while
it was not the}finest in quality or of the most fashionable style,
it was withal yvery comfortable. Until stores were opened on the
frontier, it was very inconvenient for the settlers to obtain such
goods as they could not manufacture. Another great inconven-
ience was the absence of pmt—oﬁice& It took as many months, or
m as it now takes days for the news of the East to seach
ttlers on the frontier. Many were the inconveniences, too
numerous to mention here, which they were compellefhto endure.
Children “should remember with gratitude the parents who
endured these hardships and deprivations for their benefit.
 Later Mills.—The stump and pedestal mills were superseded
hy ‘horse mills,” and these by small water mills. Among the
first of the latter kind ereated was one put up by John E. Tur-
ner, on War Eagle Creek, about six miles below the present War
Eagle Mills. This was probably in what is now Washington
County/ There is no mill there now. The first mills at War
Eagle were put up in 1848. The early settlers in the western
part of the county wént to the Elk Mills, in Misgouri, to get their
grinding done. Suhseqnently the Hilterbrandt Mills  were
erected .on Flint Creek, in the Indian Territory, about twelve
miles southwest of the present village of Bloomfield. For many
years thesa mills were patronized by the people of the western
part of the county. Finally the Hico, the Bloomfield and other
mills were erected within the county, and now it is well supplied
with both saw and grist-mills. Several of the flouring mills are
supplied with the latest improved machinery and apparatus for
making the roller process flour. The most.noted ones are men-
tioned in the history of the towns in which they are located.
Althongh the early settlers had t endure many hardships and
privations, they certainly had many of the sweets of life along
w.h the bitter. After having raised and gathered a erop, and
thus secured a supply of breadstuffs and vegetables for their fam-
ilies, they livad on the fat of the land, which was then ** flowing
with milk and honey.” The milk was supplied by the cows that
fed npon the luxuriant wild grasses, and the honey was procured
from the hollow trees, where the busy little bees had stored it in

.
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great quantities, the latter costing nothing but the labor of secur-
ing it, and, perhaps, an occasional sting.  Yes, with plenty of

bread and vegetables, wild honey, venison, turkey and other wild

game to suit their tastes, they could certainly prepare meals such
as kings and potentates, in the midst of magnificent splendor,
never dreamed of enjoying.

Pioneer Weddings.—The courting of the ybung people, in
the frontier settlements, was attended with some inconvenionces.
For the want of house robm it was often difficult to yisit and woo
a young lady except in the presence of her parents. No costly
parlors furnished with upholstered chairs, into which the young
couple might retire £ fell of their loves and expectations, then
existed, and it was seldom that a young man had the pleasure of
escorting his lady love to church or to Sunday-school. But there
were * frolics ” and dances on the puncheon ﬂoors, and in spite of
the many inconveniences the young people enjoyed themselves.
The climate being mild, there is no doubt but that the i tive
forests were often utilized by younglovers for pleasure walks, and
that on r 1 occasions, underneath some beautiful shade tree, the
question was asked and.the answer given that forever bound
their bearts togeéther. A pioneer weddmg could not compare, in
point of elegance and finish, with-one’ of these days, for there
were lacking the paraphernalia %f display, and the pomp and cir-
cumstances attendant, in this agé, upon affairs of that character.
In those days the wedding trousseau was not costly and elegant,
but plain and simple. The bridal toilet was neither expensive,
elaborate, fanciful or sfowy, but it was sensible, for it was suffi-
clm.‘and nppropnate to the times, the manners and circumstances.
Yet she was as well dressed as the groom with his coon-skin cup,
his jeans coat, his linsey or cotton shirt, his jeans or voarse linen
trousers, his feet in home tanned shoes, and without a glove to his
hand or name. But for all the discomforts and disadvantages,
the marriages were as fortunate and felicitous, and the weddiugs
themselves as joyous, as any of those of modern times.

Early weddings were sometimes attended with”some ,mblm

* amusement. A shooting match was sometimes common, and foot

races and other athletic sports were frequently indulged in. At

night a dance, in which all,particxpated, was common. The i
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‘wedding feast was well worthy the name. The champagne was
good old whisky, manufactured at some local distillery, clear and
pure as mountain dew. Then there were venison steaks and
roasts. turkey and other wild meats, and other delicious edibles,
4 sufficiant to appease the appetites of the most fastidious gtiests.
: 5 The particulars of the first marriage or marriages in Benton
County cannot gow be given, nor the names of the first parties
' married, unless they were some of t menticned in connection
with the War Eagle Settlement. any public record of the
early marriage was made, it has been lost or deetroye;i. as no
such record can be found in the clerk’s office prior to the year
1860, >

The record was commenced in 1861, and records only three

MiSs Adaline .Baker; August+30, James Riddle and Mrs. Emla®
“McWilliams; October 9, T. J. Holum, aged twenty-three years,
and Mrs. Elizabeth Thomas, aged forty-one years, all being sol-
emnized by Rev. H. Powell. - Sixty mafriages are recorded for
the year 1861, and six in January, 1862, and then no more are
recorded antil July, 1865, after which forty-two are fecorded for

r that year. The war suspdnded marriages, or else they were not
i 1 recorded. ' For subgequent years the record shows the number of
. marriages in the'cadnty to have taken place as follows:- For 1866,

“10%; for 1870, 143; for 1880, 142; for 1887, 248, and for the
- present year, up to-August 7; 142.

INDIANS.

" Tribea—At the beginning of the settlement of the territory
now embraced in this county, it was occupied by roving bands
of the Osage and Delaware tribes of Indians, though it was not
then and had not been the permanent location of these tribes.
While the tribes were at enmity with each ‘oluer, they were at

- peace with the whites, and friendly to the early settlers.
Kemorval.—The Indians were nol numerous here, and did not
remain long after the settlement by the whites began. Im 1837
the removal of the Cherokee Indians from Georgia to the Indian
_Territory began. = There were several thousand of them, and
'u\-ptlldon‘htmvod oS . T e 08 :

marriages for the year 1860, viz.: March 28, Thomas Wells and -
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“ before the removal took place they were divided into two parties,
under the respective leadership of two chiefs, named John Ross
and John Ridge. They were, accordingly designated as the
“Ross Party” and the “‘Ridge Party.” In treating for their
removal, the Government recognized the Ridge Party, whereupon
Ross and his party claimed that Ridge and his party had no
suthority to énter the treaty, and at first refused to be removed.
But upon' fyrther negotiations Ross entered into a contract with
Gen. Scott to remove his party, by which it cost the Government
tbout$54 per head for their removal. In making the removal
the Cherokees were divided into several detachm of about
1,000 each, and each detachment was properly ficered with
white men. A military escort and provisions were furnished by
the Government.

They started on their journey in the fall of 1837, but, like
Moses in the wilderness, they lingered by the way, and did not
reach their * promised land™ until the spring of 1838, They
congregated at and started from Calhoun, on the Hiwassee River, _
in McMinn Co., Tenn. The detachments started at different
times, and one of them, belonging to the Ridge party, traveled
westward, and crossed the Mississippi at Memphis. The others
came by way of Nashville, Tenn., crossed the Ohio River at Gol-
conda, and the Mississippi at Green's Ferry, thence westward,
passing through Benton County to their destination, some of
them passing directly through Bentonville.

Judge A. B. Greenwood, now of Bentonville, then & young
man, was appointed commissary for one of the detachments, and
came with it as far as Nashville, t'.,é.x? resigned, and returned to
Georgia for his family, and moved directly to Bentonville, where
he has ever since resided. He was here to witness the passing
of the Indians on their way to the Territory.

For a number of years following the Indians would come out
of the Territory and establish camps in Benton County from
which to hunt game. Being unmolested they became bold and a
little treacherous, and did not at all times confipe themselves to
the capture of wild game, but began to appropriate the hogs
which the settlers bad turned out to feed upon the mast. Being
discovered in their thefts they were finally ordered by the cit-
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izens to retire from the county, and not return again for the

* purpose of hunting.  The order was obeyed, and no further

*" trouble was had. ' On one occasion, in 1840, a band of Indians
encamped on Flint Creek, about a mile above the present site of

Springtown., After committing some thefts a body of armed ,

sitizens met to drive them out, peaceably or otherwise. W. W.
Burgess, now of Spri wn, was io this party, and on their way
he killed a deer, near the site of Springtogdls and threw it into
the big spring there to keep it cool until r return. - Arriving
near the Indian camp the citizens notified them to leave instanter,
which they did, and thus all further troable on that ¢ casion was
avoided. Aside from killing a few hegs and committing some
petty thefts the early settlers of Bonton County were not molested
by the ln(haua

>
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SRR COUNTY ORGANIZATION.

First County Court.—Benton County was organized in ac-
cordance with an act of the General Assembly passed or ap-
proved Sepfomber 30, 1836, TInaccordance with the act the first
term of the county court, Judge George P. Wallace, presiding, was
held in April, 1837, at the residence of said Wallace, oné and a
half miles east of the presantsite of Bentonville, when and where

* the organization of the céunty was completed.” The first county
officers were as follows: Ggorge P. Wallace, judge of the connty
court: John B. Dicksen, county clerk; Gideon G..Pace, sheriff;
Henry C. Hastings, treasurer; Henry Ford, coroner, and A.
McKissick, surveyor.

The County Seat.—According to the act creating the county,
an-election was held for the selection of three commissioners to
select and fix upon a site for the county seat. On counting the

eturns it was found that Robert Cowen, Robert Weaver and
~Slhomas Swaggerty were elected as such commissioners.  On the
of November, 15837, they filed with the county clerk a report
of th#ig proceedings in the words and figures following, to-wit:

We, the undersigned commissioners elected under an act of the General
Assembly of the State of Arkansas. after having been duly qualified, and giving
the notice required by law, and having duly examined the various situations,
donations” and conveniences, beg leave to report that we have selected a site.

” -

NSRS SEP,

‘and ordered to be filed and recorded. And it appearing to the court here thata

% HISTORY OF BENTON COUNTY. 25

. ’ s

to-wit: The south half of the scutheast quarter of Section 30, in Township 20
north, Range 80 west of the fifth principal meridisn, as presenting to your com-
missioners, duly considering its situation, the donstions offered, and its eligibil-
ity for a_county seat, more advantages and conveniences than any other situa-
tion which was presented for the consideration of your commissioners. They
have, after selecting the same, in accordance with the powers vested in them as
commissioners, proceeded to lay off & town thereon, leaving a square and 136 lots,
and have named and called said town Bentonville: all of which is respectfully
submitted to the court. ,

[Signed.) Ropert COWEN
Repert WeAVER
Rk TrOMAS SWAGGERTY
.. e
The report was addressed to the circuit court, to which
tribunal the law required it to be made, and on the second day of

the first term of that court, which was held in November, 1837, the
report was presented to the julige thereof, and the following
entry was ordered to be made of record, viz.:

And now,on this day comes the commissioners elected to locate a county seat
for the county of Benton. and present their report, which isspproved by the court

court-house will be prepared for the reception and use of the court by the next term
thereof, it is therefore ordered by the court that the clerk of the Benton Circuit
Court domove all the files, records and papers of his office tothe town of Benton-
ville, the county seat so selected by said commissioners, or withio one mile thersof,
at least thirty days befiire the next term of this court. And that the lown so
selected be established as the seat of justice for said county, and be called and
known by the name of Bentonville, in honor to the Hon. Thomas Hort Benton,
and that all writs and process hereafter issued from this office, shall hear
test and be made returnable at the court-house in the town of Bentooville,
county of Benton.

In accordance with this order the books and papers of the
court were moved to the court-house in Hettonville before May,
1838, in which month the second term of the court was held in
the wstablished county seat, which has ever since remained as

such.

Lost Records.—The records ‘of the proceedings of the county
court from its organization to the year 1857, and again for a num-
ber of years including the war period, have been lost-or destroyed.
It is thought that many of them were destroyed by soldiers dur-
ing the war. Ia consequence of the absence of the records some
important items of the proceedings of the county court, that
might otherwise appear, will necessarily have to be omitted.




Sl s e i diatan t s e o e

26 STATE OF ARKANBAS,

The major part of the business of this court in the early history
of the county consisted in the appointment of commiscioners to
lay out and establish public roads, and to accept and approve, or
reject, their reports, to audit accounts, to make contracts for pub.-

lic improvements, to examine and approve the reports of guardi-

~ ans'and adiinistrators, to exercise jurisdiction over all county

{

and probate bn.smesu in general and to levy and superintend ‘the

collection of revenued for both county ax:@ptﬂ A
PUBLIC BUILDIN®S

Court-houses.—The first court-house was a sme!l hewed log
building, which stood on the north gide of the public square,
in Bentonyille. It was built in 1837 Being only & temporary
“makeshift,” 40 be used only until a hetter building could be
construefed, it stood only two or three years, or until the second
court.,lmuso, a moré permanent bml(hng, was completed. . This
Was a two-story brick structure abont fifty feet square, and stood
upon the center of the public square, where the well is now lo-
cated. The court room was in the first story, and the county
offices and jury rooms in the second. John and William Walker
were the contractors, who built it, as it is sdid, at a loss to 'them-
selves. This house stood uptil some time during the late Civil
War, when it was destroged by fire

Immediately after the close of the war a temporary court-
house was built on the lot near the old jail, it beingon the north
side of the street; a short distance east of the northeast corner
of the public squarer - This was a two-story frame building, cost-
ing in the neighborhood of $1,000. It was used until the pres-
ent court-house was erected, after which it was moved to and now
stands on the county * poor farm,”

On Monday, January 4, 1570, the county court made the
Aollowing entry on the record of -its proceedings: * Whereas,
ere being no suitable court-house in the county of Benton in
ich to hold the courts of said cdunty, and no jail for said
therefore it is hereby ordered by the court that a court-
house and jail be eructed in the town of Bentonville, in said
county of Benton, in the State of Arkansas.” William W. Rey-
nolda was then appointed commissioner of public buildings within
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and for the county, “and there being no suitable ground belonging
to the county on which to erect said buildings,” the commissioner
was ordered to select a proper piece, of ground in the town of
Bentonville for that purpose, and to purchase the same and take
a good and sufficient deed of conveyance in fee simple therefor,
and to make report of his proceedings to the court at his earliest
convenience. Commissioner Reynolds accepted his appointment,
and on the same ,day filed his report in the words and figures
following: . N Y

-

Hon. County &mr{ of the County of Benton, State of Arkansaa: x
The undersigned commissioner of public buildings, ms(mclcdw of
your honorable court to purchase a suitabis lot of ground for the e f a
court-house and jail thereon, beg leeve to submit the following report: “That he
has (subject to your approval) purchased, of Joseph R. Rutherford's estate. Lots
Nos. 90, 91, 94 and 86 of the town of Benteaville, Benton Co., Ark.  Inarriving
at the consideration for the property purchased, the kind of payment was con-
sidered, and from the fact that such payment would be made in county warrsnts,
the sum of $1,250 was agreed upou as the consideration for said lots. These lots
could have been purchased with greenbacks for the sum of $1,000. The deed
for said lots to the county of Benton, in fee simple. is herewith submitted and
ssked o be taken as a part of this report.  As a confirmation of the contract of
your commissioner, he would ask your honorable court that county warrants to
the amount of $1.250 be issued to the said Joseph R. Rutherford in consideration
of said property. Most respectfully submitted.

(Bigned. ) W. W. RevynoLps,
Com_ of Public Buildingas

The report was accepted and approved by the court, and ,
county warrants to the amount of $1,250 were ordered to be
drawn in favor of J. R. Rutherford in full payment, for the lots
named therein, the warrants to be issued in such sums as he
might desire. The commissioner was th#n ordered to make-out
and submit to the court, at its next term, a plan or plans, with

" an ¥timate of the probable cost of & court-house and jail, to be

erected on the grounds purchased for that purpose. At the next
term of the court Commissionsr Reynolds submitted plans and
specifications for the pgoposed-buildiug. drawn by W. T. Ritter,
architect, together with an estimate of its cost, at $35,000. The
plans and specifications were adopted’ by'the court, and spread
in full length upon its records. [“A” pages 121 to 127 inclus-
ive.]. The commissioner was then ordered to proceed to let the
contract for the building of the court.house and jail combined te
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the lowest responsible bidder, after giving at least twenty days’
notice of the time and place and terms of the letting, the commis-
sioner to receive sealed bids from any and all parties until 12 o'clock
of the first day of May, 1871, and to open all bids on that day in

‘the presencegof the Court. A sufficient amount of bonds, not ex- *

ceeding $50,000, was then ordered to be issued for-the purpose of
raising funds for the gonstruction of the proposed: building, the
first 10,000 to be made payable in on#:r after date, the
second $10,000 in two years after date, an®sd on ‘until the con-
tract should be fully paid, or the $50,000 eximustml: all bonds
to bear interest at the rate of 10 per cent.

On the first day of May following, the court being in session,
the following entry was made upen its record of proceedings:
* Now, on this’ :]n} comes W. W. Rey n«)lds‘ commissioner of pub-
lic-builc l,ufgu of the.county of Benton, and at 12 o'clock M. of
this-ay. proceeded and did open, in the presence of this Court,
the”several bids for the erection of the courf*house and jail, in
accordance with the advertisement of the commissioner m}bm
behalf. Whereupon the following bids were presented, to-wit:
J. H. Neely and Samugl H. Keltou,. of Bentonville, $33,006; A.
H. Leady, of ‘lprmgﬁeld. Mo $36,575; M. A. Rowles, of Illinois,
$36.500; W. T. Ritter &.C5, of Springfield, Mo., $34,735: J.
Oliver, of Springfield, Mo, £31,010.”

After an examination of the several bids, the contract waus
awardad to John H. Neely and Samuel H. Kelton, at $33,000,
whereupan the contractors immediately filed their bond condi-
tioned for the fulfillment of their part of the contract, in the sum
of 866,000, with good and sufficient security to the satisfaction
of the court. In June following Commissioner .Reynol(ls re-
ported to the court the progress of the work, and that the
w;ork done on the new court-house and jail, together with mate-
Wial purchased, amounted to $7,900. The next mouth he re-

pged the sale of bonds made by him on the 24th day of June
g, amonnting to $7,0669, with the following credits, to-wit:
Receipt of Neely & Kelton, contractors, $6,115.51; receipt of
R. & T. A. Ennis for printing bonds, $80; receipt of Cory &
Cook  zad A. B. Cory, printing; $24; receipt of M. B. Maxwell
for surveying, $6.25; total credits, $6,225.76.

b

« -

ey T

HISTORY OF BENTON COUNTY. 29

b !

On the '15th day of August, 1871, a petition signed by John
A. Dickson, J. V. Lee, J. C. Woods and twenty-eight others was
presented to the court, pnymg for the:abandonment of the bond

(3
system. The petition reads as follows: )

We, the undersigned tax payers of Benton County, would most respectfully
represent to the Honorable County Court, that, whereas, they did, at the April
term of said court, according to Act 66 of the Acts of the Assembly of 1871, su-
thorizing them so to do, order the commissioner of public buildings to have
$50,000 in interest- bu.!n‘ bonds struck, $10,000 of which have already beeq\

sold; and whereas, said bonds cannot be cashed except at such rates as
proves rufous facrifice to the people, we would therefore pray your honorable

body to dispense with the use of the remainiog Benton County Court Hot
Jail Bonds amounting to $40,000, and make such modification with the ;

ors as will be equitable and satisfactory to them and the court, for the

of the building, levying cash tax according to the law for raising revenue for
county expenses; provided you find you are authorized so to do by the law
Believing that you will save the public money on the balance of the bonds, snd
meet the approval of almost the entire population, who feel deeply aggrieved
by the bond system. All of which is most respectfully submitted by your
petitioners

Then, in response to a citation issued to them, Messrs. Neely
and Kelton came into court, as also did the petitioners by their
attorney, and the Court took into consideration the matter of the
petition. The contgactors refused to accept any change from the
borid system, showing that they could not use county scrip at all,
and that the bonds would furnish them cash in hand, and
further that they could not accept the paymenis from a direct tax
in lien of their contract, for the reason that it would take eight
of ten years to realize the amount due them.

Then follows of record the following entry: Therefore the
Court, after due and respectful considers: Snn, is of the opinion
(a8 the petitioners have wholly failed to show any plau that is
utmrctory to the contractors, by which one cent would be
saved to the county, but on the contrnry the plans submitted
would cost the county a large tnount in excess of the present
system ), that it would be unwisé to change the present bond
system.”  Upon request, of the contractors, the " court then

. ordered the second year's bonds, being for $10,000, to be offered

for sale by the commissioner of public buildings, to the highest
bidders for cash, at the door of the court-house, on Monday, Sep-
tember 4, 1881. " In October following, Commissioner Reynolds
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reported & further sale of bonds, and that the whole amount then

paid to the contractors was $14,569.25.

In January, 1872, the court (having undergone a change in
its forination, being then composed of a board of supervisors)
found*that the contractors could not proceed with the building
without additional aid, and that unless the bonds coul \be con-
verted into moufy the enterprise wouldeof necessity be yetarded in
its progress, and that the deplonbleéi‘tion of the finances of the
people of the county, asshown by the I&st effort of the commissioner
to sell the bonds, satisfied.the court that the policy of again offer-
ing the bonds for sale at public outery would be attended with
failure, as in-the sale of the last installment. It further ap-
peared to-the court by written assurance of Denton D. Starke, a

banker of Fayetteville, that he had negotiated with the coutractors

for the purchase of the bonds,”at such price as to enable thém to

* proceed with their work, and complete the building  within the
time specified, provided the ‘court would issue the whole of
the bands remaining unsold, and tarn t‘em over to the contract-
ors. 'To remove all obstacles and to secure the speedy comple-
tion"of the building, the court ordered that the' remaining
$30,000 in bonds should be issued, and turned over to the con-
‘tractors at 75 cents en the dollar, in fall payment of their con-
tract for the construction of the bnildiﬁg, and that the commis-
sioner should take their receipt in duplicate for the same, and
file one with thd clerk of the court and retain one in his posses-
sion. It was further ordered that before turning over said bonds
the contractors should give bond to the court, in the sumYof
$30,000, conditioned for the delivery of the honds to said Starke,
as aforesaid, within fifteen days from date of the order. And it
was further provided that the funds arising from the sale of the
bonds should be drawn from said Starke, as follows: $500 on or
before April 1, 1872, and $2.500 monthly thereafter, unless
otherwise ordered by the court, until the whole amount of the
oceeds of the sale should be exhausted, except the proceeds
arising from the sale of the $7,500 of reserve fund, which was
'to remain in the bank subject to the special orders of the court.
.The contractors filed theif bond as required, received the bonds
for the 830.0(‘, and turned them over to Starke, the banker, at

-
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Flyekteville. and filed his duplicate receipt for the deposit of the
same, with the court, as directed.

In May following Commissioner Reynolds filed with the court
the following report, to-wit: * To the Honorable Couaty Court
of Benton County: The commissioner of pubiic buildings re-
spectfully submits the following report, to wit: The uln(llll'lt prid
contractors as per last report, $14,561.25.  Amount of contingent
fund. $175.73. Work done to this date : Excavation, $150.00;
stone wall, $1,500.00; cut stone, $500.00; guion corners, $1,000.-
00% doomsills, $50.00; brick in wall, $5,500.00; cut stone window
sills, $300.00; well and pump, $100.00; rods and anchors, $350.00:
carpenter work, $1,700.00. Total, 814.451?,()0. MM%?_ ready
for use, $500.00; cut stone ready, 3600.00; cut post ready. $150.-
(0 iron cornice, $1,400.00; vault doors, $375.00; iron columus,
$500.00; ceiling joists, $160.00; oils and paints, $300.00; 35,000
feet lumber, $1,050.00; 5,000 feet walnut, $160.00.  Total,
$5.195.00. Whole amount of work done and material ready for
use, $19,845.00.”

At this time the court found that the constructors had failed
to negotiate with D. D. Starke for the sale of the $30,000) in
bonds, or to realize any money from the bonds.  The contractors
then retumod' the bonds for that amount to the court and took
up their receipt, whereupon the court rescinded its former order
by which the bonds were issued, and they were burned by un(lar
of and in the presence of the court. The commissioner was then
ordered to prepare.three hundred interest-bearing bonds of the -
denomination of one hundred each, aud to offer for salg a wuffi.
cient number of them to raise the sxgivof 85,075.75, less 15 per
cent on said-amount in currency. ** That said bonds should bring

*#ve cents on thedollar, and should be sold one at a time at the,
court-house door.of said county, for eash to the highest bidder,
commencing- on Saturday “June 1, 1572, and to co.ntinue_ from
day to day until the full amount_required was sold,’ u‘m(.l 1? was
further provided that if no sales were made, -the cnin-mlssumer
should pay to the contractors the amount in bnnda-at 53] r‘(‘n.ts on
the dollar. On the 3d of July following the commissioner
reported that the bonds had been offered for sale as per order,

and that one of them, No. 54, was sold to C. H. Davis fnl_‘ 875.().‘3
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and all the others were sold to the contractors for 75 cents on the
dollar.

In‘January, 1873, the court found that the contractors, Neely -

& Kelton, had failed te finish and complete the court-house and
jail by the 1st of Sgk"mbor. 1872, according to contract, and
called upou them to show why their said contract should not be
declared forfeited. In response the contractors replied that they
had nothing to say; whereupon the court declared ‘ordered
the contract forfeited by the default of the contr eely &
Kelton. On the 15th day of February following the offered res-
ignation of Commissioner Reynolds was accepted, and 8. G.
Elliott was appointed his successor. In April, 1873, the court
ordered that forty-six one hundred-dollar interest-bearing bonds
should be issued, and vﬂt‘it the .commifsioner should proceed at
once to nogotiaw thlh: sale b)' private contracgts to the best ad-

thus dispose of them he was authorized to offer them fotv sale at
public auction to the’ ‘highest bidder for cash. He was also
authorized, as soon as practicable, to -contraet with one or more
responsible persons * for the completion of the walls, roof, win-
dows, doors and second-story rooms of the court-loase of said
county.” And if he failed to get..money- by the sale of the
bonds, he was to'pay the workmen with the bonds at such dis-
count as in his judgment justice would be done the county.

In May, 1873, the county-court, then consisting of a board of
sapervisors, ordered Commissioner Elliott to let out to the low-
est bidders the contract for finishing the work on the court-house,

the bids to be received June 2, 1873, and the work to be com-
pleusd on or before the second Monday of September following.
Accordingly, on the 3d of June, contracts were entered into as
follows: F. A. Johnson, Robert Anderson and P. Q. O. Rahb,
remaining undone, for the sum of $800; to J. C,
Alaumler the Min roofing, spouting and eapping and covering
cornice for $230;"to James Haney, the brick, stone and plaster-
ing work remaining undone, for' §430. In July following the
court found the -ourt-house completed as per the last aforesaid
contracts. ; '

(S

HISTORY OF BENTON COUNTY. 3

In July, 1874, W. C. Lefors, the cml)unt'\' treasurer, subuitted

the following report: -

To the Honorable Board of Supcrvisors of Benton County, Ark.:
I bereby certify that all the court-honse and jail
bouds that has ever come into my Lands as collector e
of revenue for 1871 and & treasurer for the years
1872 and INTS, amount to the Sum of $37,570 and

that T bave paid ont on 254 bopds. ......... ..$29,500 71

- On court-house warramts wbd coupons ... .. T26 37
Total nlﬁnunt*id out less commission .. &6 836 08

Leaving in treasury July 22, 1834 .. ... . ... F124 1N

Ail of which is respectfully submitted.
(Signed) W. U Levors, County Tronsoi

It is not known just what the court-house and jail actually
cost the county, but it is estimated that on account of the inter-
est and discount on the bonds actually issued and sold, and the
depreciated county serip, that it cost.nearly $60,000. It is,
according to the plans and specifications, a three-story brick
building, 56x70 feet in size, set on a stone foundation. The
first story, twelve feet in height, contains the county offices, halls
and stairs; the second story, eighteen feet in height, the court.
rooms, and the third story, twelve feet in height, the jnil with
cells, ete., for prisoners.

The Counly Jails.—The first jml for Benton County, which
was erected immediately after its organization. stood on the
north side of the east and west street, about sixty yards east of
the northeast corner of the public square, in Bentonville, It
was a small building, consisting of a double wall of squ lrml logs,
with a cavity of several inches space between the walls.  In this

‘cavity poles were stood upon end, thus making what might be

called a third or interior wall.
In April, 1860, the county court made the following entry
upon the record of its proceedings, to-wit!

This being the day b retofore appointed by this Honorable Court to take

"“the vote whether a direct tax should be levied for the purphac of building s

county jail, and the court heing satisfied that notices have been put up in cvery
township, as required by law, and there being a number of the justices of the
peace of the county present, and they having unanimously voted for the levy
ing of a direct tax * * * on all property now assessed for the year 15860, for
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.
connty purposcs. and also a pall tax of 25 cents per capput, which said tax cau
only b paid and reccived by the slieriff in gold or silver.

A1%is therefore ordermt by the court that o county jail be built, and that o
direet tan of ﬁuuy per cent® be levied on all property now assessed for the
yewr 191 Zof county purposes. amil also that a poll tax of 25 cents per capput
for the year 1860 Le leyied. and the sherifl is hereby ordered to receive and

o callect i discharge of botl of said tuxes ouly gold or silver.

adopted for the huilding of a jail, forty feet lou twenty -two
feet wide, from outside to outside, the wall of the ¥rst story to be
cighteen inches thick and nine feet bigh, with two partition walls
thirteen inches thick across the building. The second story of the
building was to be eleven feet high, andatlie whole“was to be set
ITEUTEN solid stone foupdation.  Full details for the construction
of the building were given in the plans and specifications, At
the fullnwiug,m’lguut termy of the court+the contract for the
efection-of the building was awarded to E. R. McKeen, the lowest
bidder, for 83,475,

The political campaign of 1860 was now on, aril probably
the results which followed were foreseen or apprehended by the
contractor, for nothing further was done with this jail, it never
being built.  The nest county jail was the one constructed in the
third story of the present court-hende. Proceedings pertaining to
the construction of the present-jail weré commenced in October.
1857, when Bobert N. Corley was appointed commissioner, to let
the coutract or,contracts for its construction, and to superintend
the work.  The-confracts were let in January, 1588, to different
parties, as follows: Stone mason work to H. G. McWhirter for
81.693; brick work to William 1. Kelton for $475; carpenter
work to Daffey & Fristoe for $475: iron work to Clapp, McGru-

At the July term follovgng plans and speciﬁgatiuns wers

. der & McAdams for 36525 steel cages, ete., to the Panlling Jail

$3,000; tin work (roofing, ete.), to Hobbs & Co. for 352;
n to different: parties, estimated at 350. g

writing the building is not wholly completed; the
painting, coldguction of sewerage, etc., remains to be done. It
will (ost when completed, according to the plans and specifica.
tions, including sewerage; about $7,500. Tt is located ou the

ST A e

* This nun hare been Intended for 30 cents on each §100, instead of twenly per cent, as writ

. -

- ) ’ -

.

HISTORY ’OF BENTON C(.)l'.\'T\'. 35
court-house grounds on the north side thereof. It is a one-story
building, forty-two feet.two inches by thirty-two feet two inches
in size, outside measure. It contains a hall, which extends all
around the 'building inside of the brick wall, and on the interior
the place proper for the prisoners is a space thirteen feet square,
containing two cells six and a half feet square, and a corridor six
by thirteen feet. It is so arranged that the prisoners canuot have
necess to the outer wall. l.t sets about three feet below the level
of the ground, and has an excavation of that depth, and about
six feet wide, alkamwd it. The roof of the building extends
over this surrounding excavation. Upon the whole, it is a very
substantial building, and so arranged that the jailor need never
come in contact with the prisoners S
. Poor-House.—In April, 1857, the ecounty court, finding it
necessary and expedient to establish a poor-house ‘in the county
of Benton, ordered that Samuel Woods, Jumes Juckson and Dysert
Woods be appointed to act ns commissioners to select a proper
site for such building. At the following October term of the
court two of these commissioners, James Jackson and Ssmuel
Woods, reported that they had not been uble, ns yet, to select
such a place as in their judgment would be suitable for such pur.
pose. nud asked for further time. which was granted wntil the
uext regular term. The court then ordered its clerk to make or
draw a warrant upon the treasurer of the county, in favor of the
commissioners, for the sum of $1,200, provided they or a majority
of them call for the same, to enable them to purchase n furm or
site for a poor-house. It seems, however, that this order was not
called for. In January, 155X, the commissionsrs ¢#il joining.
reported to the court that they had selected a site for the poor-
house on forty=acres of land lying north of Bentonville, owned by
William Clements, together with five acres off of a tract owned by
William McDaniel, including a spring or interest in the spring.
and had made a contract, therefor, at the sum of 3300, They
further reported that there was a log house on the snme without
floor, ten acres in cultivation, and about four acres in whent, and
recommended the place as the most eligible gite they had heen’
able to select, and asked the adoption of their report.

The report was adopted, and a warrant for the 3300 was
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ordered to be issued and paid to the said Clements upon his mak-
ing,to the comminsioners and their successors in office, a warrantee
fee simple deed for the lands aforesaid. The court then author.
ized the commissioners to enter at the United States Land
office at Fayetteville, forty acres of land lying due north of the
forty-acre tract Already purchased. Afterward, in April, 1835,

Jacob Candill, county surveyor, -in ohgdience to s former order

ing that it embraced the east half of the sou quarter, and
four and a half acrés out of the southeast corner of the southwest
one-fourth of the southwest quarter of Section 20, in Township
20 north, Range 30 west,as surveyed by him February 26, 1535,
As soon as the neccessarg’ buildings on the’ poor-farm wére put
in order, the paupers of the county were.removed thereto and
placed under the-care of a superintendent engaged for that pur.
pose. In November, 1875, the court 'appointed Zach. Baker

issued to him, made to the fourt a survey of t:lfa%r-br'm, show-

o« cammlﬂ"x&(,mer to let the contract to the lowest responsible bidder.
v after giving ten days' notice, for the removal of the old frawme ’

court-house to the poor-farm, and for repairing the same so as to

make it suitable for a poor asylum. In January following Cow-
missioner Baker reported in full to-the court, whereupon it was'

ordered that a county warrant for the sum of $330 should be issue:l.
paynble out of the public building fund, to William Stewart and
J. V. Lee, for removing the old court-house to the poor-farm, ani
for materials for fitting it up and putting it in order; and that
another warrant for thegum'of $120.50 should be issued to Jaues
Haney for materials furnished and work and labor performed by
him in fitting up the same building.

The pauper inmates of the poor-hous¢ average from eight to
tenin number.  The method of keeping them is by letting or
renting the poor-farm to a superintendent, who takes care of them
for gstipulated price. Temporary relief is also administered in
1 degree, to'a few persons not confined in the poor-house,
propriations from the county treasury.

'MUNICIPAL TOWNSHIPS.

Roller Township.—The loss of records prevents the formation
and organization of ;the original municipal townshipe of Benton

L
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County from being “satisfactorily ascertained and given. The
first change appearing of record was made in January, 1857,
when John Roller and sixty-one other citizens filed a petition
with the county court asking for the formatioh of a new township *,
in theworthaast corner of the county, within the following bound-
ary lines, to-wit: “ Commencing at Henry Moor’s on the line of
Wilnut Township, and running to Burks' tanyard; thence with
the State road north to the Missouri line, including all the inhab-
itants on said road; thtace east to the Madison County lina;
thence south with the Madison County line to the Walnut Town-
ship line; thence with said line to the beginning.” The prayer of

the petition was granted, and the territory included, with bound 5

.

ary lines described therein, was declared to be a new township =
by the name of Roller, and Jacob Roller, Samuel Burks and David
Gunner were appointed judges of elections, with the election
precinct at the housée of William Herds. The name of the town-
ship has since become ** Roller's Ridge.”

Prairie Creek Township.—In April, 1859, Johu B. Putnam,
with fifty other citizens of Sugar Creek, White River and Big
Spring Townships, filed with the county court a petition for the

- formation of+a new township taken from the above townships and

bounded as follows, to wite** Commencing at Henry Moor's; thence
to the mouth of Prairie Creek; thence up White River to William
Graham's farm; thence to George Callahan’s on the State road;
thence to and with Osage Township line to Sugar Creek; and
theuce up Sugar Creek, making the bed of said creek the line up
to Blaukenship's farm, and thence to Henry Moor’s at the begin-
ning."  The prayer of the petitioners was grauted,and the town-
ship was named Prairie:Creek, and the voting lx,qln.ce was estab-
lished at Jgb R. Mona’s mill. -

Allerations.—No further proceedings pertaining to the munic-
ipal townships appear on record until March, 18?3. when the fol-
lowing entry was made of the proceedings of the court:

Ordered, that the sixteen political townships or voting precincts as existed
in 1860, in the county of Benton, be recognized and re-established as they stood "
in said year 1560, and that sll elections hereafter held in said county be Leld at
the original voting precincts in each original township, respectively. as they
were in 1960; and that this order take effect from and after the tenth day of
March, 1873, ;
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Ten years later, at the October term, 1583, of the court. the
following order was made: '

Now, on ghis day it appeariny ‘o the court thst the records of the county
c.ulm have been destroyed, showing the true boundsry lines between the lnwr;-
n'h!;-s of the county. It is therefore ordered’'by the court that the townshi
lines as shown by the map of Benton County, Ark., issued by 8. B. Robertsc 'l’
in 1993, be, and the same are hereby declared to be the correct l-nd true lines \'n,
tween -ai_d townships of Batie, Sulphur Springs, Dickson, Osage, Mouni
\.l'lnulL Sugar Creck, Roller’s Ridge, Walnug War Eagle, Escullpil. B jght
Water. Colville, Big Spring, Anderson, Wager, Ball, Flint, Hico. 'Rnu' brasi
rie, Eldorado Springs and Wallace. Tiat said townships b'c as lt;ey a c-klv

established and eet forth, and designated in said i 3
e g f aid map as published by saiti 5 B

{

Decatur Tognship.—Following the above proceeding, a pe(i-. .

tior. was filed for a new municipal township, to be called Deca-
tur Township, whereupon the court, after due consideragion of
the matter, ordered that “}bo said new township, which is called
Decatur, should be composed of and bounded as follows: Com-
mencing 4t the northwest corner of Section 34, in Township 20
north, Range 32 west, and running due south along the west
boundary of Section 34, and on west side of Sections 3, 10, {5
and 22, Township 19 north, Range 32 west, to the southwest
corner of Section 22, thence on south houndary of Sections 22,
23, and 24, Township 19 north, Range 32 west, and on south
boundary of Sections 19, 20 and 21 to the southeast corner of
Section 21, Township 19 north, Range 81'west; thence due north
along the east line of Sections 21, 16, 9. and 4, Township 19
north, Range 31 west; thence west to southwest corner of Section
33, “Township 20 north, Range 31 west; thence north to the
nortwest corner of Section 33; Township 20 north, Range 31 west;
thence due west along the north line of Sections 81 and 32.y
Towfnship 20 north; Range 31 west, and on the north side of
Sections 36, 35 and 34, to the northwest corner of Section 34,
Township 20 h, Range 32 weaf, to the place of beginning.”

.'B)- clerical-@%or theabove description places Decatur Town-
ship just six miles qst of where it is actually located. To cor-
rect the error, Townbhip 31 west should read 32 west, and
Township 32 west should read 83 west. _

Garfield Township.—In July, 1884, A. J. Wilks, J. N. Ingram,
J. B. Lamkins, J. C. Yandagriff and others filed with the court

. : ' -

’
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a petition for the formation of & new township within the follow-
ing boundary lines, to-wit: * Beginning at the northeast cor-
ner of Section 28, in Township 21 north, Range 28 west; thence
west to the northeast corner of Section 29; thence nurth to the
northeast corner of Section 20; thence west to the northwest cor-
per of Section 19; thence south in Range 29 to the northeast cor-
ner of Section 25; thence west to the northwest corner of same;
thence south to the township line between 20 aud 21; thente east
to the range line of 28 and 29; thence south to the southwest
corner of Section 18, ig Township 20 north; thence east to the
southeast eorner of Section I'f; thence north to the beginiing.”
The prayer of the petition was granted—the township being es-
tablished as prayed for, and it was named Garfield, and the vot-
ing place for the township was established at Garfield Station, on *
the railrosd.

Yell Township.—On the 20th day of April, 1886, A. Twiggs
and others presented to the court a petifion for the formation
of a new township, to be composed from parts of Ball, Flint and
Hico, and bounded as follows, to-wit: Commencing at section
corner between 15 and 16 and 21; thence north one mile and a
half to center of sections 9 and 10; thence west on said half mile
line to the line of Hico Townshij; thence north to the line of
Flint Township; thence northwest with said line to the center
or half-mile corner between Sections 15 and 22, Range 33; thence
east on said section line to the present line between Flint and
Ball; thence with the original line to the starting point.” The
prayer of the petition was granted —the township as thus des-
‘eribed being established and named Yell. =

Washinglon Township.—On the 1st day of May, 1850, J. C.
Hopkins, B. C. Magjin, Martin R. Walker and others presentec
to the court a p.etition for the formation of a new township with-
in the following boundary lines, .to-wit: “Begipning at the
southwest corner of Section 22, in Township 18 north, Range
30 west, and ranning north to the northwest corner of Section
27, in Township 19 rorth, Range 30 west; thence east to the
portheast corner of Section 30, in Township 19 north, Range 29

" west; thence south to the Wishington County line;’ thence west

to the place of beginning.”  The prayer of the petitioners was
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granted, and the township organized as prayed for, and named :

Washington. The voting place was established at the nynge of
Jowell.

The descriptions of the boundary lines of the civil townships,
formed since the county map was published, in 1883, have been
given in full, softhat the reader can trace and mark them on the
map if he so chooses. The names of all the civil or mubicipal
towuahlpu in the county, ®eginning in the no t corner and
going west on the north tier to northwest co ence east and
west successively, after the manner that sectidhs are numbered
in Congressional townships, are as follows, viz.: Roller's Ridge,
Garfield, Sugar Creek, Mount Vervon, Dickson, Sulphur Springs,
Batie. Eldorado, Wallace, Osage, Bright Water, Walnut, War
Eagle, Escnhpm, ~Anderson, Decatur. Roupd Prairie, Flint,
~ Wager, Colﬂl}e, Wuhlngtoh. Big Spring, Yell, Hico and Ball—
Jwenty-five ini all. Some of them are véry irregular in shape.

PUBLIC HIGHWAYS.

Line and State Roads.—There are two noted l;lghwuya pass-
ing through Benton County, known as the “ Line Road" and the
‘“State Road." Th er passes on or near the boundary line
of Benton County the Indian Territory, hence the name
“ Line Road.” It is also knows as the “OQld Mihhry Road,”
having been cut out and established by the eneral government
from Fort Scott, in Kansas, to Fort Smith, in Arkansas, for the
purpose of opening apd establishing communications between
those important points. -In some places this road runs on the
boundary line, especially at and for a few miles south of Mays-
ville, but it lies mostly on the Benton County side. It passes
through Maysville, Chetokee City and Silvan in Benton County.
The State Road leading from Fort Smith, bearing a little to the
f north, passes through the eagtern part of Benton County,
the general route of the * Frisco ' Railroad, into the State
Before transportation was provided by the railroads,
was the great thoroughfaré over which Texas
cattle were driven in large droves to the north, and mules were
driven southward. = All along this road, at convenient points ac-
cessnhle to water.‘ were formerly “ taverns " or “stands,” as they

i

» -
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‘ ¥
ware called by the ‘drovers. There were two such noted taverns

in Benton County, one at Bright Water and one at Cross Hollows.
Large yards for confining stock were always connected with these
“stands.” The remains of the old tavern”it Cross Hollows are
still standing.

Ferries.—The particulars concerning the laymg out of the
early highways cannot be given on account of the loss of the re-
cords. In January, 1857, a license was granted to Abner Jenning
to establish and keep a furry “ across White River, at the crossing
of the Bla.ck‘bnrn mill road,” and he was authorized to charge
the following rates
horse, 10 cents; one-horse carriage, 20 cents; two-horse carri
25 cents: four-horse carriage or wagon, 35 cents; three yoke.

-

oxen, or six-horse wagon, 50 cents; each head of loose stock of

all kinds, 2 cents. 1t was ordered that the ferry should be known
and called by the name of Jenning's Ferry, and that Mr. Jeuning
should pay for his lioense or privilege a county tax of &1 per

¢ annum.

The same year, in October, Wllham Early was granted per-
mission to establish and keep a ferry across White River, at or
near the crossing of the Bentonville and Hantsville road, and the

+ same was declared a public ferry. He was authorized to charge the

following rates of ferriage: Footman, 5 cents; man and horse,
25 cents; wagon and two horses or oxen, 50 cents; wagon and
four horses or oxen, $1; wagon and six horses or oxen, 81.50;
each head of loose stock, 2} cents. ~He was charged $1 per
annum for his license. : ‘

Other Roads.—In 1857 a road was established ‘‘ to commence
on the Btate line near Shell’s mill, at the termination of a road
leading frgm Neosho, thence running to the Elkhorn tavern, to

- meet a road leading from said tavern on the road to Hunts-

ville, in Madison Cougty." At the same time Joseph Black-
burn was appointed overseer of the Blackburn Mill road
from the first crossing of Cleptny to where it intersects the
War Eagle moad. David Baylston was appointed overseer of

" the same road from the Poor Mountain to' the crossing of

White River. C. C. Squires was appointed overseer of the

Smith Mill road down Sugar Creek, to commence at the ﬁrs§,~

-

of ferriage: Each footman, 5 cents; man and
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crossing of the greek, and terminating at the State line. Joln

" F. Jenkins was appointed overseer of * class No. 1, of the Spring-

Sield road, commencing at Bentonville on the line near James
Woolsey's, thence to A. C. Young'e; thence along a neighborhoni
road to near the corner of Mrs. Jefferson's field; thence along
said road to whére the same intersects the old Springfield roal

. near Warren Wright's, or SBugar Creek road; thence along saidl

John L. Booth wes appoiuted overseer of t te road from
Robert Sikes' place to the Cross Hollows diStrict. The Sikes
place is now the site of Rogers. ' ' .

There are no macadamized roads in Benton County, but many
of the ridge roads in the broken and mountainous portions are
equally as good, the surface of the lands being so oou;pletel\'
filled with sx»ﬂ chert and flint rocks of the proper size, that all

.that is necessary to have a road macadamized by nature is to
clearitand travel it. Of course this does not apply to the roads
through the prairie and more level lands of the county, which
form by far the greater portion. There is an abundance of this
small chert and flint rock of proper size along the ridges and in
the beds of the streams to thoroughly macadamize every mile of
the public roads of the county without breaking a stone. Of
course in some places it would have to be hauled a long way.

<

- RAILROADS. ;

An effort to secure.the building of arailroad through Benton
was made prior to the breaking out of the Civil War, as will be
seen by reading the following order of the county court, made at
its July term in 1860: “Ordered by the court that the sum of
$500 of the industrial improvement funds, so soon as that amonnt

old road to the first crossidig of the river ch:nneia Sugar Creek.”

" shall be accamulated in the hands of the commissioners of Ben-

unty, be paid over by said commissioners into the hands of
Rice, Sr., to' be retained by him and disposed of in the

manfie
in order tOwletermine the nearest and most practicable route for
building a railroad from Van Buren, Crawford Co., Ark., throngh
the ‘counties of Crawford, Washington and Benton, to intersect
at tht‘s most practicable point the southwest branch of the Mis-

- i

’ . -

ollbwiug: “It is contemplated to have a survey made
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<ouri Pacific Railroad. Now, if the counties of Crawford and
Washington, or the citizens of each in their individual capacity,
shall appropriate and expend upon said survey an equal amount,
then the said Rice shall, and is hereby autherized, to pay to the
person.or persons bearing the expeuses of said survey the said
«um of 8500, he taking his or their receipts-therefor, and filing
the same in the clerk’s office of Benton County, provided that
the same shall be expended exclusively within the limits of Ben.
ton - County upon said syrvey. The said Rice is required to
retain said fundsuntil it is certain that the same will be expended

as last abave direc®d. - It is further ordered that theorder here- :

tofore made by this court for a similar purpose is annulled.”
This was the effort made on the part of the county to securé

a railroad ; but for some reason, perhaps the apprehended dnnge-r..
“ of the trouble following the result of the political campaign of

1560, the proposed survey was not made, and, consequently. the
£500 appropriated for that purpose was not expended.

The St. Louis & San Francisco Railroad, which runs
through the eastern part of Benton County, giving an outlet to
the great States both north and south, was completed through
the county in the summer of 1881. It has stations within the
county at Garfield, Bright Vater, Avoca, Rogers and Lowell.
The railroad: leading from Bentonville to Rogers was built by the
Bentonville Railway Company, at a cost of about $42,000. It
was completed in 1883.

PUBLIC LANDS AND THEIR SURVEYS.

The rectangular system of surveying the public lands now in
use by the United States, and by which' the *’i'fds in Benton
County were surveyed, was inaugurated and adopted by Con-
gress at or near the beginning of the present century. The first
surveys made under the system, and before it was fully perfacted,
were made in what is now the State  f Ohio. Under this sys-
tem the lands are surveyed into strips six miles wide, running .
both east and west, and north and south, those running east and
west are called “townships,” while those running north and

_ south are called “ranges.” The squares—six miles each way—

formed by the crossing of these strips, are called Congressional

-
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townships, each of which (if full) i5 subdivided into thirty.six
sections, containing each 640 acres, more or less. The * town.
ships” are numbered north and south from a given base lins, and
the “rnnges',' are numbered east and wast from a named meridian
called a principal meridias. The *first principal meridian”
is_the State line between ghe States of Ohio and Indiana; the
“seconid principal meridian” runs through the State of Indians
only, a few miles west of the city f Indianapolis; the “third
principal meridian” runs through the central part of Illé._a
few miies west of Bloomington; the “‘fourth principal mer¥idn"
runs through the western part of Illinois, from a point near
Bardstown, on the Illinois river, to the Mjssi'asipbi on the north;
the “fifth principal meridian,"” which in part governs the surveys

- of this county, passes through Arkansas near the pinety-first

degree of westlongitude from Greenwich. cr the fourteenth degree
from Washington. - It exfends northward throughthe States of
Misaogri‘m‘d IgnL'-"'Thé “base line,” which, together with the
last named principal meridian, governs the surveys of Arkansas
and the States north of it, rans east and west through the central
part of Arkansas, from a point on the Mississippi River near the
mouth of St. Francois river, to the Indian Territory on the west,
passing about five miles south of the city of Little Rock.

From this base line and the fifth principel meridian the lands
of Benton County are found to embrace~parts of Townships 17,
18, 19, 20 and 21 north of the base line, and Ranges 27 to 34,
inclusive, west of the meridian. _The public surveys in Benton
County were made late in the thirtis and early in the forties.
Among the persons making them were Elias Conway, Robért W.

Mecklin and Matthew McClellan. As soon as surveyed the pub-

lic lands became subject to entry at the laqd office, then at Fay-
etteville.  Scattering entries were made by the early settlers

prior to 1858, and from that date to 1861 the entries for the
greater bulk

tinue, and there still remains a large quan-
otry. The unentered lands are mostly
broken and undesirable. i They will probably becopm desirable
on account of their timber, and ‘their adaptabilitf td growing

. fruits.

o . : '.'

b

lands that ‘have been taken up were made. .

RV
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‘ 25,165 bushels; sweet petatoes, 14,0558 busl
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AGRICULTURE AND HORTICULTURE.

Farm Slafistics.—Benton County has been mainly an agri-
nltural county, other industries not having been, until recently,
intreduced. While the soil is not as rich as it is in some coun-
ties, it produces well, although but little sciectific farming has
ever been applied to it. The farm areas and farm values of the
county, as ascertained by the census of 1880, were as follo:vs:
Number of farms, 2,725; acres of, improved lands, 121,874;
value of farms, in'cl.uding land, fences and buildings, 8?725[5.4‘.’4;
value of farming implem@um Bud machinery, $112,103; value of
live stock, $580,425; cost of building and repairing fences,
830,6‘21? cost of fertilizers purchased, $1,272; estimuted va!_ue
of all farm productions (sold, consumed or on hand) fur‘ 1§ci'.
8500,458] From the same census it is found that tl-_e principal
veg#table productions of the county for the year 1879 were as
follows: Barley, 200 bushels; buckwheat, 183 bushels; Iud.mn
corn, 1,119,834 bushels; oats, 245,352 bushels; rye, 1,300
bm;hela; wheat, 156,087 bushels; value of. orchard products,
$4,265; tons of hay, 2,376; cotton, 126 bales; Irish potatoes,
<tobacco, 395,052
pounds. Also from the census of 1880 the “live stock and its
productions” of Benton County are found to have been as fol-
lows: Number of animals—Horses, 5%64; mules and russe:;.
2 233; working oxen, 69; mileh cows, 5,397; other c;attle, 6,307
sheep, 12,019, swine, 46,516; pounds of wool, 36,764; pounds
of butter, 208,346; pounds of cheese T00. B

By comparing these statistics with like statistics of all ot.!}_er
counties in the State, it is found that according to the cenvids of
1550 Benton stood ﬁrr&in the production of ofth;, Irish ]fotawes.
tobacco and butter, and second in the production of Indian corn
and wheat ( Washington being first ), and in the uu;nlfer of horses,
sheep and swine, and in the production of wool. Where Benton
County stands second Washington generally stands first, and
where Benton stands first Washington is second. ~ Benton was
pre-eminently first in the production of tobacco, a8 J.he prod'uoed
more than ten times as much as any other county in the bta.te.
Boone was the next best tobacco producing county, aud it§
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course was had in other profitable crops, its product'ion was les-
sened until the price of tobacco Liad improved, and indeed, that
i its adaptable agricmlture, which applies to tobacco, may be
said to epply to every other production of th‘e conuty. If, upon
economric grounds, the production of one kind of crop does not

product was 34,080 pounds. - White with, 25,154 pounds was
next, and Washington with 26,357 pounds next. Benton County's
large productiop of tobacco accounts for its being second in some
other things. - '

The fcHowing quotations from the pen of Col. M. L. DeMal-

her, who has recently written ufi'the reésources of Benton County.
show the increase and decrease of products since 1550:

increase over the production of 1579, 559,917 bushels. Bus

“Number of bushels of corn produced” in 1557, l,!‘»’.i".'.};‘?
k

. of oats prodnced in 1857, 378,093; increase over 1579, 122,6(1.°

Bushels of wheat produced in M87, 284,180; increase over 1574,
78,143, Bushels of rye produced in 1887, 2.040; increase over
1479, 650. Value of orchard prodaects in 1557, $500,000;
increase over value of orchard products in 1579, 8496,735; num-
ber of tons of hay mown in 1857, 3,519; increase over 1879,
1,178 tons; pounds of tobacco raised in 1887, 400,000; pounds

of wool clippd in 15587, 31,480; bushels of potatoes produced in
1887, 42,247 dozens of eggs marketed in 1857, 485,000, valued

at $52,000." - /

_The valae of live stock in’ the county assessed for taxes is

$639,085, divided as follows: Number of horses' 7,774, value
$208,854; number of mules 3,184, value $151,072; number of

cattle 15,123, value $144,200; number of shieep 10,732, value _

$6,806; number of hogs 31,653, valus $29,043. The abstract of
the tax books also brings out the fact that the number of wagons
in use in the county is 3,333, ) :
Tobaceo.—*"Intimately related to the’ mixed farm pursuits
and to the present and prospective total production, argued in the
fact of the subdivision of its territory into small farmé, is the
production of tobacco. " It is both the chief tobacco county of
the State, and one of the few districts in which, together with
other varieties, thg-famous White Burley attains perfection.
Buat at the same ti is is established, its agricultural condi-
tions being flexible, AndMhe farmer left free toavoid the prassure,
of the tobacco market, it pires that from 1880 until theim-
provement last year in price, Benton County had almost lapsed
in the production of tobaceo. “The industry was not killed, but
80 long as the farmer had to work against Lis interest, and re-
> b

”

pay, the pressure can be overcome by the pm;luction of nuuthe.r
kind, for nothing is truer of Benton thmu its n,r;ricult.urnl condi-
tions, affording the farmer perfect freedom to adopt his methods,
and his productions tb varying states of the market.

«Of the area of the county # is accepted that 200,000 acres

‘ are adapted to the profitable growth of tobacco. The vaxieties

grown ‘are notably the White Burley, Virginia Gc_)l_(len Leaf,
Yellow Pryor and Orinoco. The production of 1577 was t.he
same as in 1880, approximately, 400,000 pou.u(h.;. The relative
propountion of types was as follows: bnrk shipping leaf, 15 per

cent; fillers, 25 per cent; bright wrappers, 10 per cent; nonde-

ipt, 356 per cent. sl
“"Ezhs thl')l: connection it shotild be added that instead of going
wholly abroad, much of the crop, the best at least, finds a n‘mr-
et at home, the Arkansas Tobacco Company, of Bentonville,
being large consumers of the superior. produ.ct of the county.
The company, dating from October, 1887, is & suCCessOr of
Trotter & Wilkes, who had for the first time in the history of the
county worked up the tobacco mnnnfnctm:e to the ?dvantage
offered in the superior production of the region. .I'.‘l?wmg out of
the experience of the old firm, and the acquisition of good
manipulators and a superior aquipment, they have already c::-
ried the business of the present year to twice the volume of %8 ,'*
with a prospect of a like result following during the remmm!er
of the year. It is an if€orporated stock company, backed with
capital sufficien! to the purchase of the production of the county,
and hereafter in turn may be expected to control the fobacco crop
of Benton-County. . v .

“The secretary and general manager of the company i J
W. Trotter, formerly of the firm of Trotter & Wlll.tee. Their
superintendent has had a life-long experience in handl.mg,wbacco.
scquired in Virginia. The president is W. B. Deming, a local

" capitalist, formerly of Abilene, Kan.” o




'
g
¢

STATE OF ARKANBAS.

Fruit Growing.—Fruit growing has recently become one of the
leading mdnstnes of Benton County, and the prospects are that
with one ar two more railroads to give sufficient transportation,
it will e the leading industry, and will bring the greatest
income. The completion of ghe “Frisco™ Railroad through the
county, giving it an outlet north and south, gave a great impetus
to the business of growing fruit. "A gzgat surplus of fruit h
long been grown in the county, but, until the completion of g
railroad, there was substantially no way of getting it to marWet

Since an outlet has thus been obuunedlmen have set out and are -

still setting out large orchards of various kinds of ffuit, such as
apples, peaches, pears, plums, etc. Many have also gohe into
the cultivation of small fruits, strawberries, raspberries and

_blackberries. Fruits grow here to great perfection, and the éup

is always certain. The vopdg apple orchards that have been set
out consist of trees that have been grafted into the best varieties
suitable for growing in this climate, and the same may be said of

the peach orchards that have recently been set out by professional /

or ekillful fruit growers. It seems, however, that before the
fruit growing interest was opened up but little attention was
paid to raising a good quality, especially of peaches. One will
observe in passing through the county, that the great bulk of
bearing peach trees are only seedlings, and  many of them oc-
cupy the fence corners along the highways At this writing
(August), they are loaded with small and inferior fruit. It will
soon be discovered that budded peuch trees produce a superior
and more profitable fruit than seedlings, and will take the place
of the latter.

The climate and natural oondmons are 8o snpenor for the
production of fruit that this is destined to be a great fruit center.
It is estimated that if all the orchards in Benton County now in
cultivation were lidated " int one, it would cover a tract of
land equal in size to™, congressional township—six miles square.
At the rate that new ofahards are now being planted and estab-
lished, the area riow devoted to the raising of fruait will soon be
doubled and tripled. Now is the time to purchase the lands and
establish the orchards, uo that they will come into bearing by

the tune the greater facilities for traisportahon are obtained.

-

. pitulation of the taxable property of the county for the year
1857: Number of acres of land assessed, 349,940; assessed
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Certainly there can be no place found in the States whore fruit
trees grow more thrifty, or with cleaner bark, or where a greater
quantity can be grown, that in Northwestern Arkaunsas. In con-
sequence of the large smount of fruit already produced, s number
of evaporators, or drying factories; have been erected, and more
are contemplated. A canning faetory is also in full and successtul
operation, and more are projected. It is believed that enough
of these factories will soon be established to dry or can all the
surplus frait that cannot be blnpped to niarket in the natural state.
The factories already ranwing &me estublished a home market
for the fruits, and given employment to a large nuber of men
and women. These functories will be mentioned indiyidually
in connection with the history of the towns where they are
loeated.

Anpther important industry of Benton County is its fruit
tree nurseries, the largest of which is located near Bentonville,
and of which G. C. Davis is the proprietor.  There is no need of
sending abroad for trees, as all kiuds best adapted to the place
can be purchased at the home nurseries.
y+ Benton County Horlicullural, Agricultural and Mulnumnl
Fair.—This fair association was organized in the summer of
1555 at Rogers, where its exhibitions will be held. . The officers
of the association are J. Huffman, president; W. R. TPelker, :
treasurer; W. J. Todd, secretary. The directors, aside from the
officers, are Charles Warbritton, W. A. Miller, J. A. C. Black-
burn, J. 8. Miser, J. W. Scroggs and G. F. Kennon. The asso-
ciation has secured several acres of land at Rogers for s fair
ground, and have fitted it up with a race track and approp ringes
buildings, and have published their catalogues announcing pré-
miums offered, and the dwtes of October 1“ 11, 12 and 13, 1555,
for the first annnal fair. Very liberal premiums are offered.”

BENTON COUNTY FINANCES.

The finencial condition of Benton County is so good that but
little pertaining to it has td be said. The following is the reca-

value of the lands, including town lots, 81.75“.018, assessed
4
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value of personal property, $1,672,56%; total value of real sud
personal property, 83,452,586, This is the assessed value of the
property f8r the purpose of taxation, but by no means the true
value. - Property is not usually assessed for taxation st half of its
real valne; 8o in order to w:emun the true value of the taxalle
property of Beaton County its assessed value must at least be
multiplied by two. This would make the approximate real value
* stand at about §7,000.000 in round numbers.

The amount of revenue collected in 1887 for, both S and
county purposes was $37, 738.30. " To this should be added
$10,279.93, special school tax collected. making the total amonnt

_collected $48,013.23. These taxes were divided eas follows:
State tax, $6,005.17; State sinking fund, $3,452.58; State school
tax, $6,0035.17; county tax, 815,191.37; poll tax, $5,279; 'special
school tax, $10,279.93. »~

i Bant_(pr (,ount):,hn no bonded indebtedness whatewr It
has, however, a small indebtedness in the way of ont.standmg
connty scrip, which, according to the report for the last fiseal
year andifif ‘June 30, 1888, amognted to $1,693.30. It may,
therefore, be said to be substantially out of debt. '

SOCIETIES.

Benton Counly Medical Society.—The Benton County Med-
ieal Society was organized in 1875, with only five members. It
was organized auxiliary to the State Medical Society, and it now
has seventeen members.  All gradnnted physicians of the county,
. possessing other proper qualities, dre eligible to membership.
The present officers are Dr. Theo. A. Coffett, president; Dr.

Thowas W. Hurley, secretary; Dr. W. R. Davis, treasurer. The

society meeta monthly, usually at-the city of Bentonville.
Harmonial Vegetarian Sociely.—This society was organized
in_1360; and ggfi the 20th day of October, in that year, J. E.
Spencer and s, his_wife, for the consideration of 86,
‘conveyed by warratty deed to A. D, Tenney. John Murphyoa(:x%
Milton™ Vale, trustees“of the society, the followlng parcels or
tracts of land, to-wit: The southwest guarter and the west half
of the southeast quarter of Section 12, the northeast quarter and
the east half of the northwest quarter of Section 13, Township 20

% 3

»

it)
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north, Range 34 west and the southeast quarter of the south-
east quarter of Bection 23, Township 21 north, Range 34 west,
containing in all 520 acres more or less. These lands ‘were con-
veyad, as expressed in the deed, “ for the following uses and pur-
poses, or trusts, and for no other purposes:

“First, in trust, to hold the same for the sole use and benefit of
the said Harmonial Vegetarian Society. composed of the following
named persons, to-wit: A. D. Terfiey, Rachel 8. Tenney, Wil-
liam Tenney, J. D. Potter, Irena Potter, John Murphy, Milton
ane Mercy G. Vale, John M. Adams, Henry E. Dewey, Sarah

J. Dewey, Benjamin F. Stites, Charlés G. Foster, Ada M. Foster,
Deborah Brackett, Phebe A. Rodgers and Angeline A. I*unn.

“Second, in trust for the use and occupancy of the said
society, for .gricn_ltqnl. mechapical, mercantile and manufactur-
Ing purposes.

“Third, in trust, to convey said lands and premises in fee
simple absolute, to such person or persons, and upon such terms,
a8 the members of said society, or a majority of them, shall
direct.”

According to the rules of this society, “‘they had all things in
common,” and all married personsjoining it had to renounce
their marriage contracts, and contribute to the society all their
property, so that there was no individual ownership thereof—all
property being owned in common. While marriage was not
recognized in the society, the members were allowed to choose or
select their “mates,” by lot, and it was intended that the children
born of members were toc be considered the offspring of the
society rather than that of the parents. No meats or ghensy

subetances therefrom were allowed to be used for food—the diet ’

was strictly vogetable.:- as it was believed that a purely vegetable
diet would prolong life.
Immediately after purchasing the lands the society took

- possession, and as sson as possible erected a large three-story
building, coritaining from eighty to ninety rooms, for a home and .

hospital, a large bath house, machine shop, a spring house over
the spring, & saw and grist-mill, blacksmith shop, and a building
for a general store, also a printing office, and opened up and
cultivated the large farm, and made everything prosperous. For

y
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aboat one year they published a paper called the Theocrat,

in which they advocgated the theory of living in societies, with all
things in common, and upon a purely vegetable diet.

They lived exclusively to themselves in a social way, aud
- had bat little to do with the outsidé world ®xcept in a commer-
cial capacity. They had their own physicians and teachers, and
while marriage was not recognized, strict order and strict rules
were enforced for their government. The society wae in opera-
tion about four years, during which time they were not kuown
to have a death. In case of sickness they would admit “out-
siders” into the hoepital..where they would treat them for a con-
Water was pumped from the spring, by means of a
hydraulic ram, to every room in the lome and hospital During
the civil war the buildings of this society were used part of the
time by the armies, and about lk{cl(me of the war they were all
burned.  Soon tlﬂren(t&rﬂ!e pmperly was sold and the proceeds
divided among the me mbers, all of whom left the county except
Henry E. Dewey, who remained and ran a grist-mill for a few
years on Honey Creek. The male members of the society
dressed in the Quaker style, and the females wore *bloomers,”
They were all active and industrious and had no drones.

sideration.

ELECTIONS.

The first general election in Benton County was held in Au-
gust, 15838, being for the election of governer, members of the
Legislature and county officers: The whole number of votes
cast in the county on that occasion was 272 Politically the
county has always been strongly Democratic, and that party. has

always elected its officers -with the exception of the period fol-

lowing the war, when Democrats who had participated in the
tebellion were disfrapchised. During that period Republican
officers were elected, since that time up to the present year
the Republicans of BentomCounty have not had a ticket in the
field.  The Democrats being B largely in the ascendancy, there
is not now, and never has been, much political excitement in the
county.  On the 21st day of July, 1888, the Republicans met in
convention in Bentonville and nominated a full coynty ticket.
They had s fine ptocesswn. whxch marched fuhrely around the

o. 'l

-

* a. Hollingsworth, 1,146
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pubhc square, led by a martial band. At the head of the pro-
cession Mr. C. G. Metheny, of Sulphur-Springs, carried the

“ stars and stripes,” and it was claimed that this was the first -
time for thirty years that the old flag had been carried around
the public square of Bentonville by a political procession. Fol-
lowing this, on the Saturday prior to the late election, the Demo-
“crats met in convention in Bentonville and hominated a full
county ticket, all of which was elected at the slection following. .-
On the day of their convention the Democrats raised a hand-
some pnle and hoisted thereon thé** stfs and stripes,” all now
recognizing it as “the flag of our country.”

At the late election the question of granting licenses for the
sale of intoxicating liquors, and also for the call of a conven-
tion to amend the State constitution, was'submitted to the voters.
The following are the returns of the election held in Benton
County .in September, 1885:

Total vote cast, 4,561,

Governor—J. P, Eagle, 3,049; C. M. Norwood, 1,354.

Secretary of State—B. B. Chism, 3,094; G. R. Terry, 1,369.

Trehsurer—W. E. Woodruff, 3,101.

Auditor—W. 8. Dunlop, 3,004: A. W. Bigd, 1,33%.

Attnrney' General—W, E. Atkinson, 3,101; W. J. Duval,
1.33%,
State Land Commissioner—Paul M. Cobb, 3.09%; R. H.

Morehead, 1,335.

Superintendent Public Instruction—Wood E. Thmnpmn
34)5%: B. P. Baker, 1,334 ‘
“C'hief Justice—S. R. Cockrill, 3,095; 0. D. Scott, 1,339

Prosecuting ' Attorney—J. W. Walker, 1,194; M. R. Baker,
1.670: 8. M. Johnson, 1,227,

Representatives—L. M. Setser, 3,177; P.. A. Rodgers. 3,050
Eli Bacon, 1,242: W. N: Heming way,
114

For County Judge—S. A. Cordell. 3,037: L Ranton "1,201.

Circuif Clerk—C. C. Huffman, 3.114; E. L. Allen, 1,236
C.-R. Craig. 88. - ~
" County CIerk—E L. Taylor, 3,155: James C. Tune, l"tf).

Coroner—R. N. Corley, 3,053: J. C. Pennington, 1.246.
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Sheriff—E. P. Galbreaith, 2,445; W. C. Lefors, 1,721.
Tredsurer—H. C. Smith, 3,243; James Elam, 1,159.
Assessor—W. H. ﬁnines. 3,229; P. W. Roberts, 1,247.
Surveyor—J. A. Murray, 3,145; M’ B. Maxwell, 566.
For license, 2,311; against licenge, 1,760.

For convention, 600; against, 3,035, -

COUNTY AND DISTRICT OE‘FIéERS.

, The following are lists of public officers serving in, or repre-
senting Benton County, from the date of its organization t~ the
_present time, together with dates of service:

. Circuit Court Judges—Joseph M. Hoge, 1837-39; Lewis B. .

Tully, 1539-40; Joseph M. Hoge, 1840-44; Sebron G. Sneed,
1544-45; William W. Floyd, 1848-50; Alfred B. Greenwood,
1550-53; Felix 1. Batson, 1853-58" John M..Wilson, 1858-81"
Joseph J. Green, 1581 (vacant daring war period); Elias Har-
rell, 1865-67; William Story, 1867-68; E. D. Ham, 1868-73;
J. H. Huckleberry, 1873-75; J. M. Pittman, 1875-79; James H.
Berry, 1870-53; J. M. Pittman, presént judge, elected in 1552
, and re-elected in 1886,

Circuit Court Clerks.—John B. Dickson, 1836-42; Johu
Smith, 1842-48; Joseph D. Dickson, 1848-52; A. G. Williams,
1852-56; _John Galbreath, 1856-58; R.8. Williams; 1858-60: J.
R. Woods, 1860-64; Charles W. Rice, 1884-86; J. W. Sikes,
.1866-68; J. R. Rutherford, 1868-72; Hugh A. Dinsmore, 1872
=74; John Black, 1874-80; B. F. Dunn, 1880-86; C. C. Huff-
man, present incumbent, electad in 1886. %

Sheriffs.—QGideon G.. Pace, 1836-42; John H. Hammock,
1842-46; John Galbreath, 18468-56; H. Hammock, 1856-58; J.
R. Wood, 1858-60; Joseph Henry, 1860-62; R. E. Doak, 1862;
Alfred Dean, coroner, actin
1866-67; John W. Sim 1867-68; W. C. Lefors, 1868-72;
William TIsbell, 1872-74; n W. Simmons, 1874-78; J. H.
McClinton, 1878-82; R. A. Hiclgan, 1882-84; F. P. Galbreath,
1884-86; W. H. Cloé€, present incumbent, 1856-88.

County Court Judges.—George P. Wallace, 1836-38; Mat-
thew English, 1838-40; [I.M. Duckworth, 1840-42; David Mitch-
ell, 1842-44; J. A P. Carr, 1844-46; T. M. g)nuhrorth. 1846

sheriff, 1865-66; J. W. Norwood,

"
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to September; James Jackson, from Septamber, 1846, to 1848; J.
M. Rogers, 1848-50; W. J. Howard, 1850-52; J. W. Cowan,
1%52-54; William McDaniel, 1854-56; Enoch Trott, 1856-58;
John Kincheloe, 1858, resigned, and J. W. Cowan filled the
vacancy to 1860; H. Marley, 1560-64; D. Woods, 1864-68; J.
McPherson, 1868-72; D. Woods, 1872-74; Harvey Marley,
1574-76; 8. N. Elliott. 1876-52; T. D. Bates, 18582-86; S. A.
Cordell, 1886-88. i

County Court Clerks.—Prior to the year 1872 there was but
one clerk for both the offices of circuityand gounty courts. Dar-
ing the years 1872-74 the law required a clerk for each office. In
1872 John Black was elected clerk of the county court, and Hugh
A. Dinsmore was appointed by the governor as clerk of the circuit
court. From 1874 to 1880 the law only required one clerk for
the two offices. In 1880 the offices were permanently separated,
and since that time the office of the county court clerk has been
continuously in the hands of John Black, the present incum-
bent. -
Treasurers.—Henry C. Hastings, 1536-46; 8. Langston,
1548-48; William McDaniel, 1848-54; H. C. Hastings, 1854
5%; E. W. Smith, 1858-60; S. Langston, 1860-62; E. W. Smith,
1562-84; 8. Langston, 1864-688; Joseph Thomas, 1865-72; John
Galbreath, 1872-74; Haley Jackson, 1874-76; B. F. Dunn,
1576-80; Thomas Wood, 18%0-82; T. H. Wodd, 1882-86: H. C.
Smith, 1886-88. .

('oroners.—Henry Ford, 1836-3%; James Beaman, 1835-40:
James Jackson, 1840-48; W. B. Covey, 1848-50; H. O. Gilbert,
1850-54; John Wilcox, 1854-56; Hardy Wilson, 1856-58; Will-
iam Morgan, 1855-60; Alfred Dean, 1860-62; John Galbreath,
1862-84; Alfred Dean, 1864-66; I=8. Reynolds, 1866-65: J. C.
January, 1868-72: J. E. Plummer, 1872-74; J. H. Hogan, 1574
-76; J. W. Bland, 1876-78; P. H. Throne, 1878-80; R. W
Hansard, 1880-82; R. N. Corley, 1852-88.

Surveyors.—A. McKissick, 1836-35; W. H. McLean, 15358~
40: James White, 1540-42; W. H. Woods, 1842-44; De Hay-
den, 184446; D. Chandler, 1848-50; J. McBrown, 183-52;
s s ¢ M B.-Maxwell, 1854-56;J. Candill, 1856-58; 3. B.
Maxwell, 1858-64; * ¢ * M. B. Maxwell, 1866-72; 8. Peak,
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1872-74; M. B. Maxwell, 1874-82; D. W. German, 1882-84; M.
-B. Maxwell, 1884-86; S. B. Robertson, present incumbent,
1886-88. *
Assessors.—J. N. Curtiss, 1868-72; W. L. Cowan, 1872-78;
H. Higfill, 1878-80; A. Gy Gamble, 1880-84; W. H. Haynes,
1584-88.
Representatives in Congress.—Following is a list of Repre-
* sentatives in Cougress from the district of which Benton#ut_v
has composed a part: Archibald Yell, 1836-39; Edwar r_b«fs
1539-45; Archibald Yell, 1845-47; Robert W. Johnson, 1547-53;
A. B. Greenwood, 1853-59 (three terms); Thomas C. Hind-
man, 1859-63 (the civil war preventad him from takirg his seat
in 1561); W. W. Wilshire (ousted by T. M. Gunter, contest-
ant), 1873-75; T. M. Gunter, 1875-83 (four terms); Samuel
W. Peel, the present Refrasentative, was elected 4n 1882, and
re-elected, in 1854 and again in 1856, and has served continu-
ously since entering Congress in 1883. Prior to 1847 the whole
State had but one member of Congress. The State having béen
divided into two districts, there were two Congressmen elected
" in 1547, Subsequently~other districts were formed, until the
State became divided, as at present, into five Congressional Dis-
tricts, this being the fifth, composed of the counties of Benton,
Washington, Madison, Carroll, Boone, Néwton, Bearcy, Marion,
Baxter, Fulton and Izard.

United Stales Semalors from Arkanses.—A. H. Sevier (re-
sigued), 1536 to 1549; Solon Borland (resigned), 1848 to 1555,
R. W. Johnson, 1855 to 1861; Chas. B. Mitchel],* 1561; B.
F. Rice, 1865 to 1873; 8. W. Dorsey, 1573 to A1879; J. D.
Walker, 1879 to 1885; J. K. Jones, 1885 to 1891; W. S. Fulton
(died), 1836 to 1841; Chester Ashley (died), 1544 to 1545; W.
K. Sebastian,t 1548 to 1865; $1865 to 1868; Alex McDonald,
1865 to ' 1571%Powell Clayton, 1571 to 1877; A..H. Garland,
1577 to 1550:§ INH. Berry, 1585 to 1530. '

;Mluhcll 'n.ck;ud ft;r ;hc' ﬁk ; Mareh 4

ending March 4, 1857, hut did oot oceupy his seat sfter the
secemsiorn of the Siate
*Sebastian was axpelied from the United States Senate on susplcion of sympathy with the

rebel fon of é:-t 12 1878 the resolution of expulsion was reversed by the Senate. Sebastian was
m for'iBe term ending March 4, 1865, but did not occupy his seat after the winter session of

$Hath seats wers anoecupled or vacant for the remainder of thé lerm of Sebastian and A

Mitehell after March ¢, 1861 0
&wnul«l Altorney (reneral of the United States ”
Jected 1o 81l Garland'sudexpired term. During .- first session of thetMurphy) Legialatare

,
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Senators of the Arkansas Legislature.—Following is a list of
State Senators of the senatorial districts of which Beu.tou Couu‘t.\'
formed a part, from its organization to the present time, to-wit:
Benten, Madison and Washington Counties, 0. I:j.vans nnq A
Whinhery. 1$36-40; Benton and Madison, A. Wlnn‘nery, 1840
Benton and Madison, J. G. Walker, 1842-45; Bentoii and Mad-

-ison. J. B. Dickson, 1846-40; Benton sand Madisor, J. Berry.
1850-535; Benton and Madison, L. Mur;';hy, 15856-57; Benton and
Msdison, M. Douglas, 1859-62; Benton County, J. Dungan,
1562; Benton and MadisonsE. Iy Ham, 1864-65; Benton (,‘«‘n‘lu}{.
J. Dungan, 1864; Benton and Madison, J. Dungan, ISO:I. "n:
Seventh District, Benton and Washington, T. J. Hunt, l,.\l.m ‘.-'.0;
A. Caraloff, 1871-173; J. Dunagin, 1874; Twenty-fourth D!st:'u-l.
Benton and Madison, C. J. Reagan, 1574-77: E. P. Watson,
1579-51; J. T. Walker, 1583-85. ‘

Representatives in the Arkansas Legislature.—The following

. 18 a list of reprcsentatives sent from Benton County to the State

Legislature, beginning with 1540: Robert Hubbard, 1540; Alfred
B. Greenwood, 1842-43; A. B. Greenwood and ‘R. Hubbard,
11544 -45; J. H. Hammock_and William Thompson, 1546: J. H.
Hammock and W, H. Howell, 1845-49. D. Chandler and J. Jack-
son, 1850-51; J. H. Hammock and W. J. Howard, 1552-53; M.
Douglas and A. Whinnery, 1854-55; M. Douglass aml. T. Qfﬂlfl"h.
1356-37; R. E. Doak and T. Quarles, 1555-54; J. Uuu‘agm u.ml
J. P. Patnam, 1860-62; J. H. Hammock aund w. ‘B. Fain, l‘*‘y‘l;
R. H. Wimpey snd J. Shortis, 1564-65; W. B. Fain, lNlH;. W fll-
iam E. Gould and W. W. Revnolds, 1566-67; Seventh Dn:-;trwt.
Benton and Washington Counties, 8. Bard, J. Yoes, E. ) Fer ;f‘.
and J. F. Ower, 1865-69; J. F. Owen, Martin F. Tygart, Thomas
Wilson and James M. Pfitman, 1571; David Chandler, James H.
Berty, D. Bridenthal and T. W. Thomason, 18i8; *. # . %
Bem;m County, James Putnam and J. H. Rice, 1874 -75; J. .l).un-
agin and E. P. Watson, 1877; D. H. Williams and W. M. Keith,
1:7'-'; E. S. McDauniel and J. Dunagin, 1551; H. H. Patterson,

May 2, 18 g E ber
3 W. M. Fisbback, on May 5, and W, D suow. op Decep
:t- lz‘nar‘:.wv‘:l".amyl:‘ll::.-:hnn:‘lor the tedms ending Mareh 4, 1865 lndhl;::;’ # :.’.'{!:].oyf
them were admit Charles B. Mitchell and Eobert W. Johuson, in 1842, "d";\‘ e
s "‘Mu and served as such. Mirchell dled September 15, 1864, an anc 98
.!:fs&:ﬁl'o his v::'rw Johnson and fiariand served untll the fall of the lr;nr.?'vr:;:; r::;u.al.
T’.nnn and Apdrew Honter were-eiected senators by the Legislature of 1866, Hu
’Scmnr were admitted by the Senate.
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Jr., and 8. 8. Grabam, 1583; Jumes A. Rice and Z. Baker, 157,
Delegates lo Constitubional Conpentions.—The first constitu.
tional convention of Arkansas was held January 4 to January 13
1536, This was prior to the orgsnization of Beaton County.
The next constitutional convention was held Mard 4 to 21, wnil
May 6 to June 3, 1561, aud the delegdtes in this convention frow
Benton County were A. W. Dinsmore and H. Jackson. '’
Another constitutional conveuntion was held from January 4
to January 23,1564, in which there were no delegates from, Beu.-
ton County. In the convention held January 7 to February 1%,
1565, Benton County was represented by W. W. Reynolds.- In
the last constitutional convention, held July 14 to October 3:.
15874, Benton County was represented by H. H. Patterson and A.

- M. Rodgers.

Notaries Public in Benton Counlty—-as per r@;ort of Seetetary
of State pablished in 1556, with ddtes of expiration of terms: Hugin
Elliott, October 7, ,i886; James S. Harris, January 18, 1557:
G. P: Rogers, February 6, 1887; L. H. McGill, April 2%, 1557:
E. S. McDaniel, May 9, 1887; Ov-V. Wager; February 11, 1555

John . Mitchell, April 25, 18588; W. D. Wasson, April 30, 15%5:

Charles R. Bruce, May 17, 1585 Sydney H. Denham, August 1.

188%; J. D. Walter, September 3, 1585; David Chandler, No--

vember 1, 185%; B. C. Martin, January 2, 1880; 8. A. Cordell.

February 25, 1849; W. J. Blackbarn, March 7, 1559 ; Samuel Box. .
Mareh 20, 1589; Thomas Keith, July 21, 1889; James M. Tucker.”

January 2, 1800; D. Shafer, January 23, 1590; 8. D. Bullock.
February 13, 1800; Chafles R. Craig, February, 13, 1800; M. E.
Smith, April 9,1390; Dr. R. Hammer, April 16, 1800; B, S. Beach.
June 18, 1500; A. J. Wilkes, July 7, 1890; W. T. Hudson, Feb-
ruary 27, 1887; H. C. King, October 6, 1885; William Keever,
November 22, 1858; J.- K. Gibson, Ja y 26, 1889; F. M. Gar-
vin, January 81, 1580; R. E.Underw ebruary 26, 1589; R. S.
Armitage November 20,1880; James F. ick, February 22,1890.

THE COURTS.

County Court.—The origin of the county court of - Benton
Count):. and the time and place of holding its first term, has
been given under the head.of “Organizdtion.” * For.many ‘ears
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—yp to 1873—the court was composed of a county judge and
two associate justices. The judge was elected by the people. and
the associate justices by the several justices of the peace. who
met at the county seat in Junuary each year for that purpose.
In 1873, under a change in the law, the court was made to con-
«ist of a board of supervisors consisting of three persons, Dysert
Womlsglohn 'W. Phagaen and B. F. Davis, who were appointed
by ﬂqvernor. The first term of the court thus organited
was leld in May, 1873, when the supervisors met and selected .
Dysert Woods ms president of the board. The court ®ntinued
thus organized until January, 1875, when, according to auother

- law, it was composed of a single judge elected by the people,

aud #o it has ever since remained.

The county . court has always had, and still retains, jurisdic-
tion over the levying and colfection of revenues: the erection of
public buildings; makiug of contracts for public improvements;
Iaying out of highways; auditing all accounts against the county,
and of afl county business proper. It alsv Aad jurisdiction of

.all probate business from its original organization until 1873, at

which time the probale business was, by law, transferred to the
circuit conrt. The circuit court had jurisdiction of this brawch
of business one year, until 1874, and then the separate probate
court whs established, with full original jurisdiction over all pro-
bate business. . The county court judge is also judge of the pro-
bate court.. The county court meets in ragular session four
times a year, commencing the sessions on the first Mondays of
January, April, July and October, and the probate court meets

* the same number of times; commencing the sessions on the third

Mondays of the same months, -

First Probate Business.—The first letters of administration
granted in Benton County were grauted April 17, 1537, to Mrs,
Mary Blair, to administer on the estate of John C. Blair, de-
ceased. Also to Elizabeth Johnston, to administer on the estate
wf Spencer B. Johnston, deceased. In September following
letters of administration were issued to James McKissick, to ad-
minister on the estate of Madeline Catharine White, deceascd.

The following is a copy of the first * will " on record in Ben-
ton County: ‘ ‘
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1. Samuel Tenan, of the County of Benton and State of Arkansas, being
‘weak in body, but of strong mind and memory, thanks be to God for the same,
do make and ordain this my last will and testametit in thé manner and form as
follows ; v :

“irst: | give my soul to God, who ‘gave it o me. and my hody to earth, to
be decently buried by my executqr hereafter named.  ©°

«Second: [ request that my negro boy, Juck, be sold, and that some of my
coanection buy Lim, and that the money be divided equally between my brother,
L. Tenan. and my two sisters, Mary Allen and Zebe Yunt ’

Third: | require my executors to take all my personal property, with notes’
and scconnty and pay all my just debts; and after all are paid, together with
my funeral expenses, then the balance to be divided cqually hetween my brother
and sisters as before named. 1 do hereby appoint Abner Allen my executor. and
Uso request that my executor take my negro boy, Jack, and attend to selling
him

Given under my hand and seal this twentieth day of August 1637

\ A r 4 His

Test: W B Woony, 4 : Saxuel X TENAN
WirLiam Rees | P 4 marx

* This will was probated danuary 15, 1835, and letters testa-
mentary to Abraliam Allen® as sole executor of the will were granted.
First Deed Recorded.—Though not belgnging to probate
business, the following, which is a copy of the first deed recorded
1& Benton County, will be read with interest, inasmuch as the
property conveyed consisted of slaves, conveyed in manner and
form the same as real estate, viz.:

Know all men by these presents. that for and in consideration of the sum of
$400 to me in band paid by James M. Dickson, the receipt of which is herehy
acknowledged. I, Ezekiel Dickson, of the County of Benton.in the Stile of,
Arkunsas, do hereby bargain and sell unto the said James M. Dickson, 8 negro
woman named Till, about forty-five years of age, also a negro boy child named
Jack. about tive orsix years of age, which said negroes [ hereby selland convey
as slaves forlife. “And [do herehy warrant and.defend the title of ssid negroes
to the said Jades M. Dickson, his heirs and assigns forever.

In witness whereof [ have hereunto set my hand and afixed my seal this Tth

day of Fehruary, 1837, Ezexier Dicksox.
Witness, Jawes MeKissiox.

The next instrument found on

cord was dated January 26,
. Py -
IN37, aud was for the conveyance

v Phineas Holmes and

.Rachel, his wife, of Lucinda, Guilford. . ndy and Clarisa, four

slaves, to James H. Wallace, for the consideration of 83,000,
The first instrument on record for the transfer of real estate
in- Bonton, County is that of Samuel Whitehead and wife to

*This namé sppears Abuer Allen in the will, as recorded, and Abraham .\t o record of
the probate . y

]
-
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Singleton Lankston, for the east half of the northeast quarter of
Section 81, Township 20 north, Range 30 west, f)eing now & por-
tion of the site of Bentonville. It was dated February 27,
838, .

; Circuit Court,—When the State of Arkansas was organized
it was divided into but few circuits, each containing many coun-
. or at least much more territory than at present. As the
aﬂaﬁon and business increased, the State was redistricted, or
" certain cirenits were changed from time to time. gddditional cir-
cuits were Jormed and the size of the old ones reduced. Prior to
the last change, the fourth judicial circuit, of which Bex'lton
County composes a part, embraced Marion, Boone, Searcy, New-
"ton, Madison, Carroll, Benton and Washington. In 1557 the

" (jeneral Assembly rednced it in size, and made it to contain, as

it is now organized, only the counties of Benton, Carroll, Madi-
son and Washington. Only two sessions of this court are held
during the year, and the sessions in -Benton County commence
on the first Mondays of January and July.' F/‘;f‘)‘r a list of tll.()
names of the judges who have presided over the Benton Circuit
Court, see ** County and District Officers.” ,

: Following is a copy of the caption of the record of the pro-
ceédings of the first session of the circuit court held in Benton
County:

“ At & circuit court begun and held at the house of George P.
Wallace (the temporary seat of justice of Benton County), for
the county of Benton, State of Arkansas, on the second Monday
after the fourth Monday in October, A. D. 15837. Qre'sent, the
Hon. Joseph M. Hoge, judge of said court.”, .

First Grand Jury.—The court being*convened, the sheriff

_ retarned the following * panel 6f good and lawful men ™ to serve -
as the firs! grand jury, to-wit: Joseph McKissick, foreman:
Philip Dumas, William Redgpck, William Ford, Christopher S.
Pace, George Graham, Joseph Dickson, Robert Cooper, John B.
Robinson, Jonathan Duff, Samuel P. Woods, Dioclesian Jackson,
Ezekiel M. Dickson, Ambrose G. Williams and Henry Ford, who,
being duly sworn and charged, retired to consult of their duties. -
Being selected as grand jurors, it follows that these. were repre-
sentative pioneers of Benton County. All are now dead except- .

o
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ing Christopher 8. Pace and Ambrose G. Williams, who are still
living in the county . ‘

First Petit Jury.—The first petit jury was selected on the
same day to try a civil case ‘between Samuel Vaughan and John
Rose. Their names were James Anderson, rt Hubbard,
John Maxwell, George W. Ford, Samuel B. McLean, Ezekiel J.
A. Dickson, Henry Hastings, John Hammock, Nathan d)ugh»
man, Samuel Black, David Woods and S8amuel Woods. The only
survivor of these twelve old pioneers of Benton County is Eze-
kiel J. A. Dickson, who now lives at Osage Springs, a few miles
southeast 0f Bentonville.

Important Triais.—The first case before the Circuit Court was
that of the State against Samuel Vaughan, George W. Vaughan,
Abram Hamilton, Price McMurty, John Meeks,and Reese Butler
for committing a “riot.” The indictme’g‘_t_nﬁ’t having been pre.

served. the full particulars of the mattér cannot be given. Some

of the defendants did not live in Benton County, neither was the
riot committed in this county. . On being arraigned for trial the
defendants moved to quash the indictment, and after hearing the

arguinents of counsel on the motion, the court ruled that the |
indictment was not sufficient in law to maintain the action, and

thereupon  discharged the prisoners. They were immediately
* re-arrested and held under bonds for their appearance At the next
term of court. Hon. L. D. Evans was then the prosecuting
attorney. The next day a new indictment was returmed by the
graud jury against these defendants for the same offensé. At
the next term of the court, which was held at the new court-house
iz Bentonville. beginning May 7, 1538, the defendants were tried,
and four of them, Samuel Vaughan, George W. Vaughan, William
Vaaghan and John Meeks, were found guilty as charged, and
~ Samuel Vaughan was fined 855, Geongsr W. Vaughan 875, and the
other two 350 each. The defenddnt® attorneys then made a
motion for arrest of, judgment and reduc of fines, whereupon

the judge reduced the fine of Samuel Vaughdh to 825, and that of -

- the others to 320 each. At this trial John Rose was fined $1 for
contempt of court, it.being for using profanity when deposing as
a witness, ' >

The first civil suit in’the Benton ‘Circuit Court was 'mt of

”
-
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Parnell, Lamont & Co. vs. J.'and J. M. Holmes on attachment.
On being called the plaintiffs’ attorney dismissed the case, and
the costs were assessed to plaintiffs. The next civil case was
that of Robert Weaver against Socrates Stone on an appeaj, from
a justice of the peace. The parties appeared and submitted
their case to the judge, who gave judgment in favor of the plain.

though not the first on the docket. The first jury trial
at of Samuel Vaughan vs. John Rose, w;hicb was tried by
the first petit jury heretofore named on the first dny\f the court
at its first term. The jury disagreed and the case was continued.

Cff Kr $15. This was the first actual trial in the Benton Circuit

* At the same term an indictment was found against Edward Cun-
"ningham for assault and battery, and another was found against

John Rose for forgety. Thié ended the business of the first
term of the court.

State of Arkansas vs. Mary Ridinghour and William Spencer:
At the third term of the court, commencing November 3, 1838,
these /defendants were indicted for adultery, it being the first
proao;:ution in the county for that misdemeanor. Mary was
arrested, but Bpen&r escaped. On being arraigned shfa plead
"not'gnilty." The trial was by jury, and the verdied was
» guilty as charged in the indictment,” and her fine was fixed at
$40." Judgment was rendered accordingly, and she was to stand
committed until the fine and costs were paid. Thereupon she
appeared in court and made oath that she had no effects out of
which to pay the fine and costs assessed against her, whereupon
she was discliarged from custody, and thus freed from fur'ther
punishment. It seems that her accomplice, Spencer, remained
away; and was never apprehended. e '

First Trial for Murder.—State of Arkansas vs’ Edward
Welch: The first trial in Benton County for murder took place
at the May term of the court in 1841. The prisoner, Edward
Welch, was arraigned on an indictment for gnnrgigr, and plead
not guilty. He was then tried by the following jury, to wit:
Thomas Carle, William Hammock, Warren Wright, Daniel Mayes,
John B. Walker, David McKissick, Joseph McKissick, James M.
Pope, Alfred M. Wallace, Nicholas Skillern, Hampton Clark_ and
Benjamin Hubbard. The verdict of the jury was, “ We; the jury,

-
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do find the within named Edward Welch not guilty of murder.
- bat gmlty of mmlanghwr m manver and form as cliarged iy
- the within bill of m(hctment. and do say that Le be punished by
imprisonment for the term of seven years; snd that he be fined
the sum of $10,000," Thomas Carle, foremags
The court then passed the following seutence, to wit: Tt is
therefore considered, adjudged and sentenced by the urt here,
that the said Edward Welch do pay unto the State of Arkansas
the sum pf 310,000 ns ssessed, and that he be-imprisoned in the

common jail of the county of Benton and State of Arkansas for .

the term of seven years next ensuing, and that this day be com-
puted as one day thereof, and that he stand committed until the
fine aforesaid and costs of this prosecution be fplly satisfied anl
dmhugod." This trial wason a change of vente from some other
county, consequently the crime was not cofamitted in this county.

‘State of Arkansas vs. Harrison Oliver: The first prosecution
in Benton County for retailing liquors without license was that
of Harrison Oliver, who was tried for that offense in November,
1841. The trial was by ‘jury, the verdict was * guilty as
charged,” and he was fined $1, and sentenced ‘accordingly.

State vs. John B. Dickson: At the same term of court John
B. Dickson was indicted for shooting at some one with whom he
had some difficulty. . He was tried before a jury, which found
him guilty, and nssessed his fine at $50 and his imprisonment at
one minute. He was sentenced accordingly. Mr, Dickson was
then clerk of the court. .

State vs. Edward Brown ef al.: Also at the same term of
court Edward Brown, John Moore and Joseph Kear were indicted
for murder. On being arraigned for trial the defendants plead
“not guilty.” They were tried and acquitted.

State vs. Wat Foreman: At the November term, 1842, Wat
Foreman, a Cherokeée Indian, indicted for the murder of
another Indian. On being arrai ~he plead not guilty, and
the case was continued to next term, hé was tried and found
guilty of murder in the first degree. The following is a copy of
the sentence of the Court. ‘““Itis therefore considered adjudged

and sentencea by the Court here that tbe said Wat Foreman, the:

-defendant, on Fnday, the 16th day of June, 1843, l‘twoen the

. »
k3 3

.
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hours-of 11 o'clock in the forenoon and 2 o'clock in the after-
noon, be hung by the neck on the public gallows, in the county
of Benton, in the State of Arkansas, ‘until he is dead. And it is
further ordered by tlie Court that the clerk make out a warrant
directed to the sheriff of Benton County requiring him to execute
the foregoing sentence.”” For some reason the sentence was not

ecuted at the time specified, and in May, 1544, th'e prisoner

as taken before the judge of the circuit court on a writ of
“Habeas corpus. The Court finding that thg prigpner could give
no_sufficisut reason why the foregoing sentence should not be
executed, ordered that the sentence should be executed between
the hours of 10 A, M. and 3 r. M. on the 14th day of June fol-

~ t lowing. Defendant then appeared by his attorney and filed his

reasons why the sentence of death should not be carried iuto
execution. The Court did not consider the reasons sufficient in
law, and overruled them. Defendant excepted and filed his bill
of exceptions, which was signed, sealed aud made part of the
record. - On appeal to the supreme court the judgment of the
lower court was confirmed, and the defemlnnt was executed
according to the foregoing sentence.

State vs. Robert Armstrong. In May, 1545, the defendant,
Robert Armstrong, was indicted and tried for the crime of mur-
der, and acquitted. The offense was committed in another
county. /

State vs. Charles G. Duncan. In May, 1847, Charles G.
Duncan was indicted for the crime of murder, and on being
arraigned for trial plead not guilty. He was tried and acquitted.

State vs. Henry Miser. Some time prior to April, 1851,
Henry Miser and Joseph Hardwick hadw fight in a church near
Miser’s Springs. Hardwick was stabbed, the wound causing his
deatb. In April, 1851, Miser, the defendant, was indicted for
the murder of ‘Hardwick, and in October following he was tried
and acquitted. The State failed to prove to the satisfaction of
the jury that the defendant did the stabbing.

State vs. Doghead Glory. In April, 1852, Doghead Glory, a
Cherokee Indian, was indicted for the murder of another Indian
named David Scoutie. In October following he was tried for the
offense, and the following is the verdict of the jury: “ We, the

[] -t
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jury, find the within named defendant, Doghead Glory, guilty of
the murder of the within named David Scoptie in the first degree.
in manner and form as chugod in the within indictment in this
behall. (Bigned) WiLtax Waire, Foreman."

A bill .of exceptions was filed and made part of the rétord.
A motion for a new trial was overruled, and a second bill of ex-
ceptions was filed and made part.of the record. The prisoner
was than sentenced as, follows: * It is considered, sentenced and
adjudged by the Court, that you, Doghead Glory, be remanded
‘to “lyay common. jail of Benton County, from whence you came,
there to remain until the nineteenth day of November, 1852; from
thence you will be taken on said day by the sheriff of said county
to the place of execution, and between the hours of ten o'clock
in the forenoon and three o'clock in the afterncon of said day,
there be hanged by the neck until you be dead! dead!! dead!!!

' And may the Lord have mercy on yonroo‘nl " _-&norder followed.

{o sthe sheriff to execute the sentence. The defendant then
-prayed an appeal to the supreme court, which was granted, and
the Court then ordered the appeal to operate as a stay to all pro-
ceedings in tho cause, until the'4th day of February, 1858, when,

between the hours of 10 o'clock in the forenmoon and 8 o'clock.

in the afternoon of said day, aforesaid sentence should be exe-
cuted. The supreme court confirmed the judgment of the lower
oonrt. and the unfortunate wretch was hanged accordingly.

* State ve. Cow-sa-low-a. In April, 1852, Cow-sa-low-a, an

Indian, was indicted for the murder of another Indian. In April,
1853, he was tried and found * Dot guilty as charged in the in-
dictment.”

On account of the loss of all the trial papers of the circuit
court, before the Civil War, it has not been poesible to give the
names of the killed or murderéd, for whom f i
ants were prosecused.

Btate vs. Franklin Saunders and William K' At the March

"King were indictod for the murder of James M. Lefors. The in-
dictment chargad that on the 25th day of January, 1871, at
Mitchell's Mill, in Benton County, Franklin Saunders, with a

elub, struck and killed Lefors, and that William King was present, b

’
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aiding .and abetting. Both were charged as principals. King
was arrested and arraigned for trial in September, following. The
case was continued until March, 1572 when he was tried and
acquitted. Saunders ran off and has never been apprehended.

State vs. Girsham P. Hoytt and Cornelius Hammon. In
October, 1875, these defendants were indicted for the murder of
Columbus Hanecock, ‘which took place in White's Hollow, near
White Riverjgg Benton County, on the 4th day of August, 1575,
The murder committed in Section 16, Township 19, Range
25, On bemg arraigned, the prisoners plead ‘“not Puilt{¥’
Hoytt asked for a separate trial, which was granted, and upon
application he was granted a change of venue to Washington
County, where he was afterward tried and found not guilty.
Hammon was put upon trial, and from the evidence it appeared ~
that on the occasion of the murder %e and Hancock, in company
with a lewd woman, wént to White's Hollow, where the dead body
of Haneock was found. The verdict of the jury was as follows:
*‘We, the jury, find the defendant, Cornelius Hammon, guilty of
murder in the firet degree, 8s charged in the second count of the

windictment. Bigned—John W. Floyd, foreman." A maqtion for
a new trial was made by the defendant, and overruled by court.
On application an appeal to the supreme court was granted. The
next day the prisoner appeared before the court and was addressed
as follows:

Cornelius Hammon, you kave been indicted by the grand jury of Benton
County, Btate of Arkansas, st the present term of this court, for the murder in
the first degree in killing Columbus Hancock. On this indictment you were
arraigned, .and interposed thereto your ples of not guilty. Upon that issue you
were tried by a jury of ssid county, selected and chosen by yourself, and they
have found you guilty of murder in the first degree. You have had at each step
of the progress of the trial the advice and sssistance of able counsdl] sppointed
by the Court to defend you. They have been zealous and untiring in their
efforts in your behalf; nothing within their power has been leftundone by them
that would in the slightest digree tend to show your innocence or extenuate
your offgnce.” Now have you any legal cause to show why the judgment of
lhe court should not be pronounced upon you?’ Toihis the defendant answered

““No other except 'h.t has already been interposed.” The Covrt then
proceeded: ,

The jndmom whu:h the law provides for murder in the first degree is

dcath by hanging, and it now becomes the painful duty of the Court to pro

nounce that sentence upon you. For the short time which the law in its mercy
extends you for a preparation of soul to meet the Almighty Judge of mankind,

-
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I earnestly exbort you that you betake y ‘to that earnest work. [ can
lloldouuoryonnohononeutb ,and yourdnly hope is in the mercy of the Giver
of all life. The judyment Mmmdthhcumhuuxyon be taken hence to
the jail of this county, thence on the 14th day of January, 1878, to- be taken by
the sheriff of Benton County, Ark., to some point to be selected by him, within
twe miles of the court-house of said county, and to s gallows to be by bim
erected, and there, between the hours of ten o'clock ¥ the morning and two
o’clock in the evening of said day, to* be by him hanged by the neck until you
sre dead! And may God have mercy upon your soul!

He was executed accordingly. Hoytt was tried at Fawtte
ville and \oqmtted.

State vs. Jesse Thompeon. In April, 1884, Jesee Thompson
was indicted for the murder of his wife, Annie Thompson, which
was alleged to have been committed on the first day of that
month. The case was continued uatil the fall term, when, upon
application, the defendant was gmnted a chlnge of venue to

Washington County, where he was afterward tried and acquitted.
© State vs. 8. J. Yantis apd her childfen. = In October, 1554,
party consisting of F. M. ‘Yantm and his alleged wife, S. J.
* Yantis, and their children, William, Oliver and Ida, were moving
through the county-toward the Indian Territory, and camped
over ;night near Siloam. On this occasion F. M. Yantis was
killed. Afterward the woman, 8. J. Yantis, and the children
were indicted for-the murder. In April, 1886, the children were
tried- separately from their mother and were scquitted..” Fhe
mother was tried, and from the evidence it appeared that she
killed her husband in oal( defense, and therenpon was acquitted.
The killing was alleged to have been done.with an ax. _

State vs. Jack Gates. In October, 1885, Jack Gates was in-
dicted for the murder of Ferdinand Cherry, which took place on
the tenth day of the preceding August. In March following be
was tried and found guilty of manslaughter, and his punishment
was assessed at two years' service in the penitentiary. = A motion
for a new trial was overruled,
" in accordance with the verdict of jury. 2

State vs. R. O. Chambers. On th t day of October, 1556,
R. O. Chambers was indicted for murder in the second degree.
The indictment charged him with the killing of a man named’
Ellis, a foew miles west of Bentonville. He was tried April 21.
1887, and found by the jury “ notguilty.” ‘

s

his sentence was pronounced -

-
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Benton County Bar.—The first attorney of the Benton County
bar was ‘A. B. Greenwood, now familiarly called ““Judge” Green-

- wood. He settled at Bentonville the year the county was organ-

ized, and except when gbsent on official business has resided here
ever since. For the first four years of the existence of the
county he constituted the whole bar, being the only resident
attorney. Attorneys from abroad, however, came here to practice.
a ripe old age the Judge is vigorous and active. He has had
¢h to do in making the history of this county, and has imparted

" much information to the compller of thisqworly [See his bi-

ography. }

Judge Joseph M. Hoge, the first judge of the Benton Circnit
Court, resided in this county from about 1540 to 1545, and then
went to Texas. Until recantly the bar of Benton County was
small, but now it has grown to be large. The following is a list
of the names of the members of the bar at this writing, to wit:
Judge A. B. Greenwood, E. P, Watson, James A. Rice, E. 8.
MecDaniel, L. H. McGill, W. ‘D. Mauck, A. Nicodemus, J. M.
Petl, 8. W. Peel, D. H. Hammons, W. 8. Floyd, 8. E. Davis, 8.
N. Elliott, 8. A. pordel E. R. Morgan, F. H. Foster, C. M. Rice,
A. T. Rose; E. D. Fenno. All of these reside within the county.

WAR RECORD.

-\ company of soldiers was raised in Benton Couut) by Capt.
Henry L. Smith, for the Mexican War. They went as far as Fort
Smith, but the quota having been filled they were not accepted.
A portion of -them, however, then joined the company of Capt.
Wells, a company that was nocepted but not yet full. In this
company they went forward, and served in that war.’ On the
approach of the late Civil War, when the question of ** secession’

* was being agitated, the people of Benton Ccunty, in general,

were opposad to that measure, and did not wish to sever their con-
nection with the Federal Union. They were, however, almost
unanimously in favor of the SBouthern cause, and when it became
evident that nothing but war would suffice to settle the difficulties
between the opposing sections of the country, they cast their lot
with their friends of the South, and went into the conflict with a
determination to fight to the end of the struggle to secure what

-
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they believed to be their nghb. and how well they did this the
sequel will show. -

[n the spring of 1861, after*the * dogs of war " had been let
looge, Capt. T. T. Hays raised an infamtry company on Pes
Ridge, in Benton Connty, and Capt. Dan. issick raised a
cavalry company, mostly from the couthern part of the county,
‘both of which companies joined the State service, and remained
therein until a short time after the battle of Wilson's Creek was
fought, and were then disbanded. These companies did not
happen to Be engaged in any fights. Nearly all the nien comn-
posing these companies afterward joined other companies, and
went into the Confederate service.

The Fifteenth Regiment Arkansas Infaniry.—The first com-
‘:2\ that went into the Confederate army from Benton County

Company A, of the Fifteenth Arkansag®egiment. It was
raised .in midsummer of 1861s by Capt- "J. H. Hobbs. Soon
thereaftar Companies F and o( the same regiment were raised

‘. in Benton County. The former went out under Capt. William

“Thompson, and the latter under Capt. J. M. Richards. The reg-

‘iment was organized in a camp near Cross Hollows, in this

onunty. in the fall of 1861, served to the close of the war, and

surrendered at Marshall, Tex., in May, 1865. Its first oolonel-'

was D. McRea, and afterward Capt. Hobbs, of Company A, be-

"+ came the colonel, and he finally resigned on account of ill health.

Among the important battles in which this regiment was engagad
were Pea Ridge, in Benton County, Ark.; Iuka Springs and Cor.
inthy in Mississippi; Fort Gibson, Baker's Creek, defense of
Vicksburg during the siege tHereof, Prairie De Ann;” Mark's
Mill and Jenkins' Ferry. After the surrender at Vicksburg the
regiment went into a parole camp at Washington, Ark., where it

remained until after it was exchangod. -Its loss during the wa.r‘

was somewhat heawy.

" The Thirty-fourth Regiment Ar Infantry —Company
F, of this regiment, was raised in Bento unty, in July, 1862,
and went out under Capt C. L. Pickins.® The regiment was
organized at )gount Comfort, in Washington County. The more
important battles in which it was engaged were Prairie Grove,
Helena and Jenkins’ Ferry It alsq stirrendered at M.nnhnll

”
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Tex., in May, 1885. Company F, of Col. King’s Arkansas Reg-
iment, was raised in- Benton County, and went out under Capt.
John Miser, of Pea Ridge. This regiment was organized at
Mulberry, in Franklin County, was. brigaded with the Thirty-
fourth Arkansas, and participated in the same battles and sur-
rendered at the same time and place. -
C;pL Tom Jefferson raised a company of cavalry in Benton
y, for Col. Carl's regiment of Arkansas cavalry. This reg-
'served through the war, mostly in Missouri and Arkansas.
Capt. Hugh Tinnin, of Maysville, and Capt. WeH. Hendren, each
raised a company in the western part ‘of Benton County, both of
which served during the war in the Indian Territory. Capt.

" James Ingram raised a company of cavalry in the eastern part of

Benton County, and it served in Northwestern Arkansas ‘until
October, 1863, when it went south, dismounted, joined and became
a part of the Thirty-fourth Arkansas Infantry. Capt. * Bill
Buck " Brown raised a company of cavalry in the soathern part
of Benton County, which served in Northwestern Arkansas dur-

_ing the continnance of the war. The captain was killed in s skir-

mish in the winterjof 1564-65. Capt. James Cooper also raised
anindependent company of cavalry, which served in Northwestern
Arkansas.

This gives eleven companies which were raised in Benton
County for the Counfederate army, all of which averaged 100
men each, thus making 1,100 men that served in the Con-
federate army from this county, besides several hundred who
went into the service as recruits. No Federal troops were organ-
ized in this county for actual service in the war. A few montks
before thé close of the war two or three companies of militia
were organized, under the provision of the Pederal Governm'ent.
for the purpose of protecting the citizens from the depredafmnu
of the thieving and marauding parties not belonging to either
army, that were prowling around through the country plunder-
ing, murdering and robbing the citizens.

Skirmish on Dunagin's Farm.—In February, 1862, when
Gen. Price retreated from Missouri to join McCulloch in Arkan- -

sas, ‘he was pursued through Benton County by the Federal
torou under Gen. Curtis. His rear guard, under command of

>
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Gen. James 8. Rains, was anuoyed considerably by the Federal
advance, and to get rid of this Rains halted on the farm of Rey.
J. Dunagin, at or near thd present station of Avoea, on the St
L. & 8. F. Railroad, and planted a battery in a seemingly unpro-
tected position, at the same time having, it well protected by
troops concealed along the sida of the approach to it. Not dis.-
covering the support to this battery, the Federal adrance (cav.
alry) ‘qba;goa it, and received the cross fire of the concealed
troops of the enemy. Twenty Federal soldiers and sixty horses,
and twb or three Copfedento soldiers, were killed at once. This,
of course, repulsed the Federal advance, and checked their pursuit.
This was the first fight and the first reception of Federal troops
in Benton County, and on this: occasion the résidence of Rev.
J. Dunagin was set on fire and burned by the Federals, it being
the first house burned in Benton in thgﬁir period, - This house

‘stood one-half mile east of the present village of Avoca. . It was

probably the 18th day of February, 1862, when this skirmish
took place. The facts concerning it were furnished the compiler
by Rev. Dunagin, who is well known to the people of Benton
County.

Battle of Pea Ridge.—This great battle, having been fonght

in Benton County, deserves a prominent place in its history.  On, |

the lSt'h day of February, 1862, the Federal army, commanded
by L!a,.—Gem Samuel B. Curtis, crosded the State line from Mis.
souri and went into camp on Sugar Creek, near Brightwater.

in Benton County, Ark. “The Third and Fdurth Divisions

advanced from this position twelve miles farther south to Cross
Hollows, where also the headquarters of Gen. Curtis were estab-
lished, and the First and Second to Bentonville, twelve miles to
the southwest, while a strong cavalry force, under Gen. Asboth,
went to Ouage Springs. On the 23d Gen. Asboth made a dash
into Fnyettqville, twenty mil advance, found the city evacu-
ated, and planted the Union flag %p the court-house.” On March
1, Col. Jefl. C. Davis' division wi from Cross Hollows
and h.e took his position immediately behind Little Bugar Creek,
covering the Fayettville and Springtield road, and fortified his
position in anticipation of an attack from the south. On the 24
of March the First and Becond Divisions, under Gen. Eigel. moved

#
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to McKissick’s farm, four and a half miles west of Bentonville.
Col. Schaefer, with tha Second Missouri Infantry and a detatch-
ment of cavalry, was sent to Osage Mills, six miles south by a
little east of McKisgick's farm, as a post of observation toward
Elm Springs, and for the purpose of running the mill to grind
flour for the troops. R

Aunother detachment of cavalry was sent to Osagh Springs,

@ﬁve miles southeast of Bentonville, to hold connection with the
‘division at Cross Hollows. On the 5th a detachmeént under Maj.

Conrad was sent from McKissick's farm td*MayWville, on the State
line: twenty-one miles west of Bentonville: and another detach-
ment under Maj. Mezaros went to Pineville, twenty-five miles
northwest, while a detachment under Col. Vandever had been
sent to Huntsville, in Madison County. Meanwhile the Confed.
erate army, commanded by Maj.-Gen. Earl Van Dorn, concen-
trated in the Boston Mountains south of Fayetteville, and on the
3rd it was on the march to Fayetteville and Eim Springs, its
#dvance arriving at the latter place on the evening of the 5th.
On this march Price’s troops in the lead were followed by Me-
C‘alloch’s diviion, while Gen. Pike with a brigade of Indian
troops brought up the rear. The Federal officers did not learn
of this movement until the 5th, when the Confederates were only
i day's march from Sigel's position at McKissick's farm. It was

“the intention of the Confederate commander to move early on the
. 6th, and if possible cut off and capture Bigel's two divisions

before they could prepare for defense or effect their retreat.
Sigel, however, was advised of the advanc: of the enemy in
time to prevent this disaster. Col. Bchaefer's outposts were
attacked on the evening of the 5th, and during that night he fell
back, under instructions from Gen Bigél, to Bentonville. . ** At
2 o'clock A. . of the 6th Gen. Asboth’s division left McKissick's
farm witl the whole train, followed by the division of Osterhaus.
They passed through Bentonville from 4 to 8 o'clock A. M., and
arrived at the camp bebind Sugar Creek at 2 p. m,, where the
Union army was to concentrate.” :

For the purpose of defending tne main column on its retreat,
and to make observations regarding the Confederates’ advance,
Gen. Sigel remained at Bentonville, with about 600 men and a

-
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battery of six pieces, after all'the troops had left the place. At
10 a. w. he discovered that the Confederates were forming =

_ battle line abont a mile south of the village. With all possible

“haste and caution he then set out with his rear guard to follow
his main army. The Confederate troops q&mkly followed, aud
skirmished with his command urtil they gained a point on Sugar
Creek, about seven miles northeast of Bentonville. Here Sigel
went up the creek toward Brightwater, where he joined the
main army under Curtis. Van .Dorn, the Confederate com-
mander, Yeft his wagon train at the crossing of SBugar Creek, aud
posted Green's division there to protect it, and to prevent the
Federals from retreating down the valley in case of their defeat.
He then advanced his army on the Bentonville and Keetsville
road, passing the right of the Federal army 45 it was then in
position facing southward, and passing nerth of Big Mountain,
until, with Price's command, he rg.ehed the Fayetteville aud
Springfield road at a pomt north of- the Eikhorn Tavern, and in
the rear of the Federal army. He expécted to reach this point
before daylight on the morning of the 7th, bat, on account of ob-
structions placed in the road by Col. Dodge’s Iowa regiment, Le
did pot reach it until nearly 10 A. u. of that day. During the
night, while passing along the north side of Big Mountain, Me-
Calloch’s command countermarched, and returned to tha west
end of Big Mountain, taking position immediately weet and
couth thereof, with his lines facing south and southwestwardly.
During the night of the 6th the Federal army rested in line of
battle, facing sonthward from behind Bugar Creek. Gen. Asboth's
division held the extreme right, Col. Osterhaus was on his left,-

. Col. Davis next, and Col. Carr, with his division, on the extreme

left. The extreme right was so retired as to face southwest.
Curtis expected to be attacked from the south, and had made
preparations accordingly, but on the morning of the 7th Le
learned that his enemy was in instead of the front; and,
after consultation with his division manders at’ Pratt’s store,
be faced about and directed Col. Carr to take position at Elkhorn
Tavern, while Col. Buseey was directed, with the cavalry of the
different commands (except the Third Illinois) and with three

pieces of Elbert's bottory. to move by Léstown lglunt the enemy
. 3

»
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supposed to be advancing in that direction. = A brigade of in-
fantry and another battery from Sigel's command were sent to sup-
port the cavalry, and Col. Osterhaus was also directed to accom-
pany Col. Bussey for the purpose of taking control of the move-
ment. Davis’ division then moved to the support of Osterhaus
on the laft to contend with the Confederate forces under McCulloch,
ulnls Asboth moved to the support and gssistance of Carr's di-
;ion on the right to contend with Price’s command. The lines
the latter faced south, southwest and west, formmg’ a sort of
semi-circle, the left of which uverlapped tha righf of the Federal
lines.
Asthe lines of the respective armies were formed on the morn-

: ing of the 7th, before the engagement began, Price's command of
t the Confederate army, under the immediate control of the com-

manding general, Van Dorn, lay east of Big Mountain, while
McCulloch’s forces lay west and sonthwest thereof, and thus all
immediate communication between the two portigns of the Con-.
federate army was cut off. The Federal army was also divided,
as before stated, in order to contend with the divided forcés of
the Confederatgs, but Gen. Curtis established his headquarters
near Pratt's.store, and kept ap communication between the two
portions of his army. When the battle opened on thé morning
of the 7th the Federal cavalry sent out from Sigel's command to
meet McCulloch’s advance was repulsed, and in turn the Confed-
erates were checked in their onslaught by the command of Oster-
haus. “At this point,” says Gen. Sigel, ‘“the speedy arrival of
Col. Jeff. C. Davis' division oo the right of Osterhaus, and its
energehc ndvance, turned a very critical moment into a decisive
victory of our arms. McCulloch and McIntosh fell while lead-
ing their troope in a furious attack agaimst Osterhaus and Davia.
Hebert and a number of his officers and men were captured by the
pickets of the Thirty-sixth Illinois (eavalry), under Capt. Smith,
and of the Forty-fourth Illinois Infantry, under Capt. Russell.
Thus the whole of McCulloch’s column, deprived of its leaders
and without unity of command, was throwu . into confusion and
beaten back. » Though a great advantage was gained on our side

by the death and capture of those leaders, the principal cause of

our success was rather the quick rallying and excellent manen-
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vering of Osterhaus' and Davis’ forces, as well as the coolness and
bravery of their infantry, supported by Welfley's, Hoffman's and

) Davidson's batteries. Osterhans changed his front twice, under
the fire of the enemy, to meet the dangerous flank attack and
pressure of Hebert's Louisiana and Arkansas infantry, while the
brigades of Davis, by striking the left of Mc®ulloch’s advancing
column, threw it into disorder and forced it to retreat.” 7'

During the day the left wing of the Confederate aifhy, under
Van Dorn and Price, was eminently successful, as conceded by
Gen. Sigel, who says: ** In spite of the heroic resistance of the
two brigades of Dodge and Vandever, and the re-enforcements
sent them during the afternoon, they were forced back from posi-
tion to position until Elkhorn Tavern was taken by the enemy,
and our crippled forces, almost without ammnniﬁdn. their artil-
lery- reduced by losses of gums, men and hotrses, their infantry
greatly reduced, had to seek a last shelter in the woods and be-
hind the fences, separated” from-thé enemy's position by open
fields, but not farther than.a mile from our trsins. They formed
a contracted and curved line, determined to resist, not disheart-
ened, but awaiting with some apprehension another attack. For-
tanately the enemy did not follow up his succes#, and night fell
in, closing this terrible conflict.”
~ Of the Indian forces in McCulloch’s column Col. Drew w th
his Cherokee regiment retreated to the southwest toward Bént n-
ville, v‘vhile Col. Greer, who succeeded McCulloch in commaud of
u?e wing, moved with the remainder of the foree during the
night and joined Van Dorn, taking position on his extreme left
the next morning. Col Stand Waitie, with his Cherokee regi-
ment, retreated to Bentonville during the aecond day of the fight.
It is said that the hardest fighting in this battle took place be-
tween the forces of the Confederate left and the Federal right.
When the battle opened the pqgitiou held by the Federal right
was stoutly maintained, and it with a fearful struggle and
heavy loss to both sides that they'w dislodged and compelled
to fall back. With reppated atfacks oltthe Federal line it was
eompelled to fall back, so that when the day’s engagement closed

the left ’of. the right wing rested near the foot of Big Mountain .
and the right & short distance east of . Pratt’s store. This was '

»
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confronted by the advanced line of the Confederates, who had
captured Elkhorn Tavern,.and formed their line west and south
thereof, with their right resting at the foot of the mountain.
The withdrawal of the Confederates’ right wing from in front of
the Federal left enablé}i Bigel to move eastward, with the divis-
ion of Osterhaus along the south side of the mountain, to the
relief and support of the right wing, which had been sorely
#ssed daring the day. During the night of the 7th the divis-
g:f Col. Davis was called in from Leetown, and thii*brought
- the Federal army all together. -t &

On the first day of the fight; while Van Dorn and Price were
so vigorously pushing their columns forward with marked suc-
cess, they hoped that the right wing under McCulloch was

tequally successful. But learning of his death, and that of
Mc{ntoeh. the repulse of the right wing, and the state of affairs
in general, Van Dorn concluded to retreat, and during the night
Green's division, ' that had been left back on Sugar Creek to
guard the wagon train, was ordered to fall back and secure the
train from exposure to capture. Early on the morning of the 6th
the Federal line re-formed, with the division of Asboth on
the left (near the mountain), Osterhaus’ division in the center,
and that of Davis on the right, with Carr's division in & retired
position to the rear of Davis' right, and immediately in front of
Pratt’s store, the whole facing generally to the east, and con-
fronting the Confederate line. The latter, as formed on the
morning of the Sth™ (Baturday), was as follows: Little on the
right, next to the mountain and directly in front of the Federal
forces under Asboth and Osterhaus; Frost next on the left; Greer
and Hill next, with Gates’ cavalry on the extreme left. Gen.
Curtis opened the battle on the second umorning with cannon-
ading, and having selected a good position he moved on to the
Confederata forces, who seemed to fight more on the defensive
than on the offensive, as they had the day before. ‘‘ However,
opposite the left of the Fedsral line, near Elkhorn Tavern, Van
Dorn made & determined effort to hold the epur of hills, the top
of which was crowned and protected by rocks and bowlders. Some
of Price’s infantry had already taken possedsion of it, and &
battery was being placed in position, when Hoffmann's and El-

ap? 1
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bert's batteries were ordered to direct their fire against them,
chiefly with solid shot Not more than fifteen minutes elapsed
before the enemy evacugted this last stronghold.” [Bigel. |
About the'same time two Federal r_egimen;a advanced from the
center and right into the woods, engaged the Confederate in.
fantry and drove it back, and another Federal regiment (the
Twelfth Missouri) captured the Dallas battery. At thia juncture
the Federal right advanced on to the Confederate 1éft, the latter
yielding, and the general retreat of the Confederate Army now
began, It fell back over the same ground it had gained the day
before, and the main army, which remained in order, retreated to
the southeast on the Van Winkle road. Some detachments cut
off from the main army retreated in other directions, being
followed by Federal forces toward Keetsville, in Missouri, and to
a:point beyond Bentonville, in Arkansas, - _

It is claimed by thosp who seryed in the Confederate army
that Van Dorn’s only obfect ininifnt,lining the fight on the sec-
ond day was to enable his trains and forces to make a successful

retreat. The petreat fook place before nogn. The Federal army

N nmnin‘l‘oo—mlgld. baving won the victory which the Con-
tederates felt confident of winning during the first day of the
fight. The plan of attack adopted by Gen. Van Dorn was a
wise one, and could he have reached the vicinity of Elkhorn
Tavern by daylight on the morning of the 7th, &s he expected to,
he would have found the Federal army unprepared to recsive his
attack, and would in all probebility have wan the victory.
Again, as it was, if the column of MoCulloch had been properly
handled, the Confederates might have gained the day. Baut be
that as it inay, it was & great victory to the Union cause, inas-
much a8 to a great extent it kept the war out of Missouri for the :
next two years,and completely dafeated Van Dorn's contemplated
project of capturing St. ind extending ‘the war into Illi-
nois. It is the province of work, howeveér, only to give the
history, and uot to make comments on what “might
have been.” .

On the second day of the Pea Ridge battle Brig.-Gen. Wil-
liam'Y. Black, commanding a force under Gen. Price, was mortally
wounded in a charge made on a ‘part.of the Federal line. - His

- i . " : b
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Chilli fession ;
as in Chillicothe, Mo. He was & hw?er by‘ pro on ;
:‘:‘:: :.phin in the Mexican War under Sterling Prige, who was
colonel. : '
‘hen(}:)mpo;tibn. strength and losses of the contending armies at
Ridge: . o - : \
P“Feddo?;l Army: Brig.-Gen. Bamuel R. Curtis, commander.
First and Second Divisions, Brig.-Gen. Franz S.xgel.
First Division, consisting of two brigades of }nlantry gnd
' two batteries of artillery, commanded by Col. Peter 5. Osterhaus.
: Second Division, consisting of the Fjrst Bri ade, some unat-
fached troops, and two batteries: Brig.-Gen. Alexander Asboth.
- Third Division, consisting of two brigades, one battery and
valry: Col. Jeff. C. Davis.
! wml:o:rth Division, consisting of two brigades, one battery and
some unattached cavalry and infantry: Col. Eugene A. Carr.

Effective force of Union army, 10,500 infantry and ?“lry'
with forty-nine pieces of artillery. [Bee “Official Records” VIII,

§ lm- e .

¥ ol I]o.. of Union army: 208 killed, 980 wounded, and 201
ptured or missing. = Total 1,884. .

; Confederste Army: Maj.-Gen. Earl VanDorn, ‘oommnnd‘or.
Missouri State Guards: Maj.-Gen. Bterling Prive.
Confederate Volunteers: - Various commands. _

State Troops: Becond, Third, Fifth, Sixth, Seventh, Eighth
and Ninth Divisions. _ .

MoCulloch’s Division (various commands):  Brig.-Gen. Ben.
McCulloch. ' .

Pike’s command, consisting of Indians and a .qn.dron.of
Texas cavalry: Brig.-Gen. Albert Pike. Other troope not in-
cluded in the foregoing. s .

Effective foroe of Confederate army: Price's command, 6,818,
with eight h&u'iuolnhllary[mdneootds.vm,puifo
Wj: McCulloch’s command, 8,884, with four bcfm:tes
cighteen pieces [Officisl Records, VIIL, page 768]; Pike's com-
mand, 1,000 [Official Records, VIII, pege .288]; aggregate,
16,202 infantry and cavalry. = This, of course, includes the num-
ber left back with Green to guard the trains. The Confederate
loss has been reported at 800 to 1,000 killed and wounded, and

-
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between 200 and 300 prisoners, which, if correct, would make the
loss about eqlual tothat of the Federal army.

Elkhorn Tavern.—The site of this famous tavern was settled
in 1832 by James Hannors, of Illinois, who, in 1334, sold it to
William Redick, also from Illinois. The latter bnilt the house
known as the “ Elkhorn Tavarn.” It ‘7as an ordinary two-story
frame, with a front porch to each story, and a brick chimnev, on
the outsidg at each end, and was adorned on top with a huge {mir
of elk-horns taken from an animal killed by Mr. Casedy, who

w» settled the sitd of Praft's store, which still remains on thé Pea

% Ridge battle-field. During the battle of Pea Ridge Mr. Cox, who
lived in the tavern, was obliged, with his mother and his young
wife, to seek protection in the cellar. The Federals took the'elk.

~horns from the building, and sent them finally to New York, aud

(during the latter part of the war the house ws burned. - In
1886 Mr.. J. C. Cox, who still gwns the property, rebuilt the
tavern upon the original plan and ot the original site. Then.
through the assistance of Col. ‘Hunt P. Wilson, of St. Louis,
who, with the Confederate army, participated in ,tgho battle, he
procured the return of the elk-horns and placed them npbu the
new building, where they are now gazed upon by the many who

visit that historic place. P
-+

Devastations of War.—From the date of the battle of Pea..

Ridge ‘to the close of the war Benton County was alternately

possessed, overrun and devastated by the opposing armies. Pro- |

Visions, crops and other property was appropriated for the-use of
the troops; houses were pillaged and burned, and the fences on
many farms, especially in the vicinity of the soldiers’ camps,
were entirely consumed for fuel. Good, dry rails burned so
qmch easier than green wood, made bettér fires, and saved the
ll!»r of chopping. However, the soldiers only took the * top
rails,” but it was understood that aftergliese were taken off the
next ones in turn became *top rails, |
bottom. Many citizens were wantonly killed,
and others for no cause whatever. Some weéra
fire to compe] them to give up their money, or tell where it
was concealed. The taking of provisions, horsse and other ani-
mals for the use of the armies, and the burning of rails for fuel,

]
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whs authorized by the officers of both; but the burning 6f build-)
ings, with but few exceptions, if any, the killing of defenseless
citizens, and the torturing of others for the purposes of robbery,
were not authorized by-the officers unless by some inferior subor-
dinates of either army. -

" War gives an excellent opportunity for thieves and robbers
to practice their fiendish profession, and on the occasion of the
late wag this class of men armed themselvee and organized as
ban and scoured the country, stealing, plundering, buriing
and -murdering as they went. To them and theQbushwhackem
the grestest atrocities were chargeable. Of the dea'edntions
generally authorized by the * usages of war,” the Federal army
i undoubtedly chargeable with the greater portion in Benton
County, as the citizens were not generally in sympathy with it,
while they were in sympathy with the Confederate army, hence
the reason. There were bad 'men in both armies, who committed
many misdeeds, for which neither could be held responsible.
War is a terrible thing, and it is hoped and fully beligved that
the people of the United States now living will never see any
more of it, especially among themselves. The many individual
incidents that occurred in Benton County during the late struggle,
if related, would fill a volume in themselves, and consequeitly

. canpot be inserted in this work.

Confederale Reunion at 'Pea Ridge.—On the first day of
Septamber, 1887, over twenty-five years after the battle of Pea
Ridge was fought, the people, with the surviving veteran soldiers,
met on that famous- field t6 commemorate the event, and to wit-
pess the unveiling of the monument erected to the memory of

* Gens. McCulloch, McIntosh and Slack, and other brave Confed-

erates who fell on that occasion. The camg-ground for the

reunion was established one mile southwest of Elkbhorn Tavern, _

near a fine gushing spring in a densely shaded grove. Here
thousands of people, including many veterans, assembled to
snjoy the occasion. From this lovely spot in plain view lay
the high point where once stood Sigel's battery, and off to the
southwestof him was the Round Mountain, where stood the Con-
federate battery. The points where McCulloch and Mclntosh
lost their lives were still a mile or so further west and soathwest
of Sigel's battery. _ :

-




82 HTATE OF ARKANSAS.

e

About 100 yards southwest of the old tavern stands the

* monumen? bilt by the péople of Benton County to the memory
‘of their fallen heroes. The square pedestal that rises from the
base has an inseription on each side, as follows On the north,
“Gen. W. Y. Slack, of Missouri;” on the west, “ Gen. Men McCul-

| loch, of Texas;" on the south, * Gen. James MeIntosh, of Arkau-

8a8,”" and on the east, *The brave Confederate dead, who fell on
this field March 7 and 8, 1862." It is a plain, unpretentious shaft
of marble that does credit to the donors. Below the pedestal and
above the'sandstone base is a miarble block, upon whwh the fol-
lomng verses are mscnbed

~Ob give me a land where the rains are spread,
And the living tread light on the hegrts of the dead;
Yes, give mea land that is blest by the dust .~
And bright with the deeds of the dovnugae‘u just.

O give me the land with a grave in eu-h spot,

And names in the grayes that shal“fiot be forgot.

Yes, give me the land of the wreek and the tomb;
There's a grandeur i graves, therels a glory in gloom.

St

The graves of our dead, with green overgrown,
May yet form the footstool of liberty's throne,

¢ And each single wreck in the war-path of might,
Shall yet be a rock in the temple of right.

A few yards from the spot where the monument is ergeied
stood Capt. Bledsoe's battery, which included the famous causion,
** Old Sacramento,” which had seen service through the Mexican
War,

The address of weloome was deliveréd by Col. 8 W. Peel,
member of Congress from that district, and the response thereto
was made by dudge C. A. DeFrance. The latter drew a contrast

~ between the welcome extended to the large number of Federal

soldiers who were preeant,-and the terrible reception given them
on the spot twenty-five years be They were then welcomed
with bloody hands to gory / gra d now they were welcomed
as friends and neighbors, nnd werﬁ py to accept and extend
hospitalities. ;

Ex-Gov. Lubbock, of Texas, delivered the general address,
-concluding it by commending both the * Blue and the Grey ™ for

their bravery, and by exhorting his hearers * to etand by the old -

’
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constitution as it now is, and be a loyal and conservative people.”
He was followed by Benator Berry, Judge DeFrance, Col. T. J.
Patton and others, 'ho made sppropriate short speeches.

In compiling the history of the battle of Pea Ridge the writer
scknowledges assistance from Hon. D, H. Hammons and others,
who putlmpsted in the battle on the Confederate side, as well as
from a few Union soldiers who participated therein, and also

the Benton County Jotirnal, which contains a brief sketch

o battle. Acknowledgments are also due to the Journal

for the account of the Confederate Reunionepn the occasion of
unveiling ti » monument to Gen. McCulloch and others.

TOWNS AND VILLAGES.

AVOCA.

This little village iswprettily located on the St. Louis & San
Francisco Railroad, five miles north of Rogers. It was laid out
in 1881 by Albert Peel, who built the first house and opened the
first tore in the place. It now contains the railroad depot, two
stores, kept, reapechvely. by Albert Peel and J. R. Dunagin, a
blacksmith shop ahd grain warehouse, also a district school-house.
Grain, railroad ties, fence posts and fruits, especially small fruits,
are extensively shipped from this station.

BRIGHTWATER.

Brightwater is a station on the St Louis & San Francisco
Railroad, two miles northeast of Avoca. As a village it was ee-
tablished about the year 1840, by an old pioneer settler, Enoch
Trott, who kept & tavern or “stand” and a grocery, principally
for the use of the drovers and other travelers on the old State
road. - A leading. article sold at the grocesy was in liquid form.
It was called “Trott's Stand.” At the breaking out of the war
Judge Long kept the only store in the place. This store- house
and the few other buildings there were burned on the occasion of
the battle of Pea Ridge. The first imnprovement there, after the
war, was made by Albert Peel (now of Avocs), who bought the
land and put.up a dwelling-house and a store-house. It now
consists of the general store of Joe Dickson & Son, the drug store
of Dre. T. M. & R. 8. iice, the grocery store of Hill & Lynch, a

-~
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" blacksmith shop and a fruit evaporator, the latter by Kimmons &

Bon. The capacity of the fruit evaporator is about 200 bushels

per day, and when operated the proprietors employ about twenty-
five hands. The place has a district school-house, but no church’

edifice. The pnly organized church there is the Christian, angd.
".the members thereof worship in the school-houss. Pea Ridge

Lodge No. 119, A.F. & A. M, is located at Brightwater. In
amount of shipments the place compares well with other stations
on the road. <
BENTONVILLE. : '

The B?gin and location of Bentonville, the county seat of
Benton County, bas been given in connection with the organ.
ization -of the county. Being established in 1537, the first
store opened in the place was managed by Dr. Nicholas Spring.
-under the firm name’ of Blythe & Spring, and the next one 4 a-
openqi by-two brothers, John G. nnd William, T Walker. “Blythe
& Spring had a pretty fair stock ‘of goods, but the Walkers hLal
- bmkgm stock, worth only- about $300.. In 1540 or 1841 another
stors was opened by some parties from Fayetteville, and in 1530
the town had abont five business houses and a few mechanics’
shops.  Being so far inland, and in a new country, the settlement
of which was slow, the growth of the town was also slow and
In 1860, just before the outbreak of the Civil War. it
contained five general stores, kept respectively by A. W. Dins-
more, James Woolsey, Greenwood & Hobbs, J. M. Vestal anl
James A. Dickson; the furniture store of Henry Baumeister, the
saddle and harneas—sbop of J. W. Clark, the Clark Hotel by J. W,
Clark, the Vestal Hotel by W. R. Vestal, and three or four me-
chanics’' shops. It ‘also contained the county public buildings.
and two_churches, Cumberland Presbyterian and Methodist
Eplscopnl South, and the building of the Masonic lodge and
school-house, and hiad a population of sbout 500. rofessional
men there were four physicians—Drs. C. D. Talli o, D. H,
Hobbs, Willianx Wilson and John ‘Gray. There were aldg a few
attorneys and local officers, together with the county officers. In
addition to the foregoing there were one or more * dram~sbops
or saloons in the town.

Bentonville, especially, suffered tembly from the ravages of

- - -
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war. In February, 1862, when a portiou of Federal troops be-
Jonging to Gen. Curtis’ army passed through the town, a soldier
hngered behind, either-with or without authority, and was killed
by one in sympathy with the Southern cause. Some of the Fed-
oral soldiers returned to the town next day, and on learning of the
fate of their comrade became exasperated, applied the torch

¢+ in revenge, and on this occasion thirty-six buildings were con-

samed by fire. In

were then encam

ice to the commander of these troops, who
‘few miles sounthwest of the town, it must

[+ be said that as soon as he learned the state of affairs he sefit

orders back to stop the buriiing of the town. Afterward, from
time to time, byildings continued to be burned in the town, and
in the country surrounding it, by both Federal and Confederate
soldiers, and some'were burned by thieves and plunderers belong-
ing to neither army. Both contending parties now claim that
the court-house was burned by the other. According to best au-
thority, the two churches, the Masonic hall and school building,
and the jnil. were burned to prevent their being used hy-the
Union armies.  After'the first burning, scouting parties of either
army, passing through and finding liouses standing, would imag-
ine that they were left because their owners were in sympathy
with' the other army, and would therefore burn them. This work
of burning property was carried on to such an extent that when
the war closed only sbout a dozen houses were le‘t standing in
Bentonville.

At the close of the war the oonnty was devastated and the
towns likewise, but the people were inured to hardships, and were
determined jif poulble'.io retrieve their lost fortunes. With bat
little capital they applied themselves to the work, and the fol-
lowing directory and sketch of the present business and instftu-
tions of Bentonvillé will show how well they have succeeded in
their efforts. It is true, however, that much of the success gf
Ben;ywiQe is due to its immigration from other States.

entonville was incorporated by the county court at its Jan-

" uary adjourned term in 1873. At the present writing (1885) -

its officers are Hon. W. D. Mauck, mayor; Henry Cowan, re-
corder; W. 8. Black, treasurer; councilmen, Dr. John Smartt,

Dr. J. M. Thompson, N. 8. Henry, Robert Brashear, George P. ‘
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! Jackson; W. T. Woolsey, marghal. The town contains several

large brick businessblocks, besides many frame business houses,
and many beautiful residences. The latter are moc'{ly surrounded
with large lawne well filled with shade and fruit trees. . Though
the oldest town in the county, it is yet a young town, havisg
been nearly all built since the close of the late war, and mostly
within the last ten years. Its population is between 2,500 and

Benlonwille [)ireclory.—.Banks. Benton County Bank, The

Peoples‘nank; dry goods, W. A. Terry & Co., Craig & Sons,
Woods & Claypool, Geqrge Jackson; auction store, W. E. Good-
win; groceries, J. C. Knott, Morris & Co., J. H. & J. P. Burns.

Wagner & Jefferson, G. M. Bates & Co., P. 8. Powell, drugs, Dr. _
C. D. Taliafarro, E. H. Looney, W. 8. Black; confectioneries, In:

son & Lariek, W. R. Hoffman, M. M. Harkins, P. McBride; fur-
“nitare, T. C. Bamoy.AJ. L. Pluck; hardware, HoBbs,&Co.’.’ﬁixwell
& Hickman; harness and saddles, H. A. Rogers, Stahl & Crough :
vclothing, Lincoln & Arthur; boots and shoes, Laughlin & Brasliear .
watchmakers and jewelers, R. J. Laughlin, M. M. Hawkins; un.
dertakers, J. Huffman & Son; marble works, McWhirter & Rob.
bins; bakery, J. K. Putman; candy factory, H. C. Turner; agri-
cultaral implements, C. W. Clapp, F. C. Hawkins; millinery.
“Wakefield & Demjing, J. A.Sanderson & Co., Miss Julia Loomis;
boot and shoemakers, Roberts & Thomas, D. R. Th(;mpsou:
produce dealers, McHenry & Bryan, R. Y. Nance; blacksmiths.
W. H. Ferguson, W. A. Smith, A. Marcam; feed store, Corley
& Son; meatmarkets, S. N. Price, 7. H. Houston; livery, Smartt
& Brown, Faircloe & Brim; brickyards, J. Haney, Z. Mitchell,
M. T. Carroll; contractors, J. Haney, C. A. Blanck, A= W. Duf.
fie, J. Cook, Carney & Dodson, Robert Carley; Eagle Mills, H.
W. Sechrader, proprietor; Bentonville Mills, John Curtis, pro-
pristur; tebaceo manufactory, Arkansas Tobacco.
ueries and evaporators, Bentonville Canning and
Ccmpany: wagon factory, McGruder, McAdams & Co,, Pegprie-
tors; lumber yard, Hall, Guthrie & Co.; cooperage, Dungie &
Hunter; hotals, Rogers House, Western - Hotel, Eagle Hotel.
Eclipee Hotel’ physicians, T. W. Hurley, J. M. Thompsou, John
Smartt, C. D. Taliaferro, B. F. Smith, J. R. Lucas, W. R. Davis,

»
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J. M. Hobbe, J. A. Gill, N. B. Cotton; dentists, D. A. Watson,

‘8. B Petit, M. B. Vaughter; collector ard sonveyancer, F. M.

Bates; insurance, C. E. Bruce, Cotton & Craig; attorneys, see
“* Benton County Bar.” : : '
Churches.—Cumberland Presbyterian, Rev. F. T. Chaston,
J. D. Ritchie, temporarily in charge; Methodist Episcopal Chureh,
South, Rev. T. J. olds; Presbyterian, Rev. D. C. Boggs;
Baptist Wonﬁv. J. M. McGuire; Christian Charch, J.
R. Lucas, M. D.¥ Mathodist Episcopal Church, Rev. W. M.
Brock. A . -
Sales Transactions in 1587.—Four dry-goods, notions, ete., .
$1.22,000; five.groceries, $90,000; one clothing and gents’ furnish-
ing, $21,000; one boots and shoes, $10,000; two furniture, $20,-
500; one undertaker, $1,500; two saddlery and harness, $11,000;
two hardware, $37,000; two agricultural, implements, etc., $61,-

000; two drugs, $17,000; one watch-maker, $4,000; two millinery

and ladies’ farnishing, $5,000; four hotels, $10,000; two butchers,
$11,000; one bakery, $2,600; one tobacco, $15,000; one lumbe,
$25,000; two producé and fruit, $81,000; one evaporating plant,
$25,000; grain and grain products$116,000; live stock, $41,000;
railroad ties, $18,500; railroad earnings, $12,953; miscellaneous,
£100,000. Total, exclusive of banking and loans, $596,000.

Benlonville Railroad Company.—Length of railroad in miles,
5}; cost of construction, $:2,000. Passengers oani?d west,
5.077; passengers carried east, 4,182; total tickets stold in 1887,
9,259. Tons of freight received. 2,833; tons of freight forward-
ed, 5,477; total tons of freight handled in 1887, H,E'l'(). Tons
agricultural products handled, 861; tons animal or live su;clf.
260 ; vegetable foods and i)rodncts. tons, 738 ; manufactured arti-
cles, tons, 188; merchaudise, tons, 2,838; products of forest’
tons, 3,450; eggs, 195. Total tons hand.led. 8,31C.

Officers Bentonville -R(.ilroad.—-Presidan John Smartt;
vice-president, J. H. McClinton; general manager, N: 8. Henry:
traffic manager, D. H. Woods; conductor, C. M. Robinson. )

The Benion Counly Bank was organized in May, 1855, by

~ John Black, pre:ident;J. A. Rice, vice-president; 8. F. Stahl,

cashier; Jease Motter, assistant cashier, and J. G. McAndrews,
with a paid-up capital of $20,000. In May, 1887, the bank was

-
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g rwrguiM and the enpita.l stock was increased to $50,000, all

paid up. The present officers are W. A. Terry, president; A. J.
Bates, vice-president; 8. F. Stahl, cashier; N. B. Cotton, assist-
ant cashier; J. A. Ries, attorney. Other stockholders aside from
the officers named are J. W. Langford, John Black and J. G.
McAndrews. The bank is located in the Terry Block, opposite
the People’s Bank, at the southwest corner of the public square.
This fine brick block is three stories high, and is the most
sifractive and imposing structure in the city. ~ The lower story
contains the bankingroom on the corner and a large store-room.
with one front on the north side of the bank facing eastward, aml
another front west of the bank facing southward.

The People's Bank was organized and began business in June,
1885, with a capital stotk of $50,000. Its first and present
officers are John Smartt, president; I. B. Gilmore, vice-presi-

dent; F. E. Gilmore, cashier; A. W. Dinsmore, assistanf cashier-

Board of diréctors; John Smartt, J. A. C. Blackburn, I B. Gil-
more, A. W. Dipsinore, W. R. Davis, L R, Hall, W. H. Fry.
Btockholders: John Smartt, J. A. C. Blackburn, A. W. Dmumnre

+D. H. Woods, 1. B. Gilmore, Gteorge T, Lincoln, E. 8. McDaniel,

C. A. Blanck, W: R. Davis, James Haney, F. E. Gilmore, J. B.
Mayo, W. H Fry, Leonard West, G. Ambrose, T. A. Woods, I. R.
Hall. F. M Bates, B. F. Dunn, A. W. Taylor, G. H. Moore.
Benlonville Mercantile Company.—This is & joint stock com-
pany, with a paid-up capltal of 830,000, the stockholders being
W. A Terry, R. E. Brashear, Alex. Hall, B. F. Burks and
J. W. and Asa E. Langford. . This company keeps a wholesale
and retail general store in the Terry Block, occupying all the

eatonea and all the space in the entire building, aside from the -

banking room, with their goods.

The Eagle Mills were erected in 1581, and have since hee
equipped with the roller process dppautua The capacity g
sixty barrels per day. The business is so pressing that the
mille are being run both day and night.

The Benlonville Canning and Evaporating Compuny is of
recent origin, and, its officers are L B. Gilmore, president; W. B.
Lynn,; secretary, and F. E. Gilmore, treasurer. The capital stock

: otz the company is 820000 cost of plant, 81&006, of which
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$5,000 was for machinery. Their main building is 30x80 feet,
and three stories high.” It was built in~February, 1888, by

Plummer & Son, of Leavenworth, Kas., and is equipped with the

Plummer - process for evaporating fruit. Its cap&.ity is 800

""bushels of apples per day, and from fifty to sixty hands are em-

ployed. The contomplated canning factory is not yet erected.
W. L. Mlummer & Son bave regeived for their process of evapor-
ating fruit the medals frolﬁe world's fairs: Centennial, in
1876; Paris, in 1878; New Orleans; Melbourne, Australia,” and
Chili, South America. '

The Arkansas Tobacco Company, dating from October, 1557,
15 a succession of Trotter'& Wilkes. The secretary and general
manager of the company is J. W. Trotter, of the former firm.
The presxdentu W. B. Deming, otiginal propriator of **Deming's
Additions " to Bentonville, formerly of Kansas. They manu-
facture several brands of plng and smoking tobacco, snd do an,
extensive businees.

The Bentonville Mills, located on the spring branch below
town, were erected in 1869 by T. K. Blake and J. Claypool
John Curtis has been proprietor siuce April, 1884, It is sup-
plied with two run of buhr stones, with a capacity of 100 bush-
els of wheat and 200 bushels of corn per day. A carding
machine is run in connection with the mills.

Societies.—Bentonville Lodge No.-56, A. F. & A. M., was
chattered November 4, 1852, with J. D. Dickson, W. M.; J. H.
Hobbs,S. W., and James M. Rogers, J. W. The present mem-
bership of this lodge is about sixty-five, and the present officers
are R. J. Laughlin, W. M.; T. T. Blake, S. W.; C. W. Clapp. J.
W.; C. R. Bruce, Secretary; 8. F. Stahl, Treasurér; Josephus
Huffman, Tyler. This lodge is in a good financial condition. and
dispenses all its surplus for charitable pnrposes.

" The Benton Chapter, R. A. M., was chartered October 23,
1574, on petition of R. 8. Armstrong, John Black, W. B. Roper,
S. H-Kelton, Josephus Huffman, Thomas J. Webster, H W.
Glover and others. It was reorganized under its firat charter in
June, 1887, - The present officers are R. J. Laughlin, H. P.;

M. Thompeson, Klng, J. H. Burns, Scribe; R. N. Corley, C. H ;
T. J. Reynolds, P. 8.; P. Gotcher, B. A. C.; G. T. Lincoln, T.
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- T. Blake and Isaac Cook, G. M. 8.; J. P."Burns, Treasurer;. J.
The chap-

W. Taliaferro, Secretary; Josephus Huffman, Tyler.
ter has twenty-seven members and applications for several more
Its financial condition is good, and it dmpenm charity thh A
liberal hand.

Bentonville Lodge No. 37, K. of P., was organized in June,
1857, with sixtéeen members. Its present officers are F. E. Gil.
more, P. C.; E. H. Looney, C. C.; J. W. Taliaferro, V. C.; C. C
Huffman, Prelate; 8. H. Claypool, K. of R. 8.; T. T. Blake, M.
F.; W. 3 Deming, M. E.; J. D. Bryan, M. A.; present mem.
bership abont thirty.

Benton Lodge No. 33, L O. O. F., was organized nnder a war-

rant or dispensation dated November 25, 1870, granted to H. S. -

Coleman, T. K. Blake, Leonard West, J. O. Alexander and J,W.
Jimmons. The present officers are R. B. anson, N. G.; G. W.
Hurlay. V. G.; Lewis M. Dailey, Secretary; George. 'M. Bates.
Treuuror The membemhlp of the lodge is about fifty, and its
“finaneial condition is good, having money at interest. Nearly
three-fourths of its membershlp have been acquired within the
last year.

Burnside Post No. 4, G. A. R., was organized in June, 1¥57.

“B. Fs Hobbs was the first Post Commander, and still holds that

office. The other officers are M. Starbuck, S. V.; A. H. Gin-
grich, J. V.; George Bill, Adjutant. This post has about thirty-
five members now in good standing.

The Masouic Hall and the Methodist Episcopal Church,South.
a large two-story brick building erected in 1869, was built con
jointly by the church and the Masons, the church occupying the
first and the Masons the second story. The building cost $3.000.
All of the above mentioned societies except the G. A. R. meet in
the Masonic hall.

The Bentonville Press.—The Advance,a Democta
was established early in the seventies, and was publi
number of years, frequently changing hands, and was *
sold to the founder of the Benlonian, and eonlohdated therewith.

The Benlonian, also a Democratxc paper, was established in
the fall of 1881 by 8. D. McReynolds, with 8."M. Wamack as
editof. McReynolds continued its pﬁbhcatlon until October,
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. 1855, by John W. Corley, *
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1885, when he sold it to J. B. Thompson. The latter then changed

" the name of the paper to the Benton County Journal Soon

thereafter W. M. Bumbarger bought a half interest, and in the
fall of 1888 became sole proprietor of the paper, and in July,
18587, he sold it to 8. M. Dailey, who still continues its publica-
tion. The Journal is an eight-column folio, well printed and
ably edited in terest of Benton County. In politics it ie
stanchly Democ ’

The Benton Connty Democral was established in Januasy,
‘ho continued its publication about
one year, and: then sold it to J. B. Thompeon, who published it
about the same length of time, and then sold it to H. A. Cook.
The latter publisted it a few months, and until July, 1888, when
he sold it Hurley & Stevenson, two youpg and energetic men,
who are now publishing it. It is located in the new Peoples
Bank building, and has one of the most convenient and commo-
dious offices in the State. It is also neatly printed and well edited,

- and is Democratic in politica, Both of the‘Bentonville papers

have a large circulation, and both do a good businees.

BIDOIYIILD

, Tho village of Bloomfield lies on Round Prairie, six mlles
north of Siloam Bprings. It was surveyed and plntted by David
Chandler for G. W. Mlt&hell, its original proprigtor. It containe
a large public square surrounded with lots. Dr. J. H. Neagle built
the first house in the village. It stands at the northeast corner
of the public square. R. B. Mltcholl opened the first store, and
has continued in businees ever since. The post-office was estab-
lished the next year after the town was laid out, and R. Bs&Vil-
son was made postmasster, and still holds the office.- Following
Wilson, several parties opened stores, but soon left. Following
is the present business of the village: General stores, R. B.
Wilson, W. L Richardson; drugs and groceries, Mitchell .«

_Bro.; hotel, David Chandler; blacksmith, J. Johnson; woodwoik,

J. E. Stewart; physician,J. R. Floyd. The Masonie hall building

. was put up in 1871 ‘by the Masope, The lodge hall is in the

second story, and the lower room is used by all religious demon-
inations that choose to have it. The Rogers Academy is a fine
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two-story brick building, with seating capacity for 150 pupils.
Prof. A. B. Marbury is principal of this school. He’ teaches
all branches ordinarily taught in high-schools, and also the
public school in connection with his school.

Bloomfield Lodge No. 243, A F. & A. M. was chartored
in 1571, and William Kellum was the first W. M. The present
membership of the lodge is from forty-five to fifty, and the
officers are Z. T. Mitchell, W. M.; William Parker, S. W.; James
Peek, J. W. This has always been a prosperous lodge. It is
out of debt and ha8"money on hand. )

The Bloomfieii Steam Roller Mills are located three-fourths
of a mile south of the village. These mills have just undergdune
repairs, have had the roller process apparatus put in, and are thus
prepared. to make the best of flour.
\ \‘ »

ELDORADO.

This town was extensively laid out early in the eighties, oc-

cupying nearly all of the southeast quarter of Section 31, Town
20 uorth, Range 33 west, being seventeen miles west of Benton-
ville on & straight line. There being good springs there, it was
established for a watering place or summer resort, and for a short
_time it Biad a business boom, but now it contains only one small
country store.
CHEROKEE CITY.
The village of Cherokee City is situated in Section 26, Town
19, Range 34, about three-fourths of a mile from the Indian Ter-
ritory line. It was surveyed by David Chandler in 1580, for
hil-nsalf, James Ingle and M. D. Cunningham, the original pro-.
@ prietors. . Before the war there was a place kept on the opposite
side of the branch at Cherokee City, called ** Hog ‘Eye,” whers
whixfky was kept to sell to the Indians. Cherokee City was¥i
up in 1581 and 1532, by a “boom” it scquired as a summ

resort. °Like several other places, it has some excellent spring_u \

of good water. It was'built in a great hurry, to accommodats jts
gueg_ts who resorted there in 1881 and 1882, consequently -fhe
housps are small and of a temporary character. W. D. Cunning-

\ llf‘m/‘)pened th? first general store in the place. . The directary
, O business at present is as follows: Ganeral stores, J. M.

P
ES
&
13
£

W Ty T IMeRED A

\
R A NN 5 TSI 1Y AT RO S

.+~ e

R s

HISTORY OF BENTON. COUNTY. 93

Tucker, Crawford Bros; drugs, J. M. Norris, Eurial Farmiuo;
farnitare, Mr. Baxter; blacksmiths, A. E. Funk, —— Cook;.
hotel, Cherokee House, by Samuel Haag; physician, Dr. O. M. ~
Dodson; churchas, Baptist, Christian, Methodist Episcopal, South,

i Congregational.‘" The population of the place is about 200. T.

A. Fleguer has an orchard of 2,200 apple trees and many other
kinds of fruit, adjoining thegllage.

CITY OF RCGERS.

The original town of Rogers was surveyed and laid out in
March, 1881, by John ‘P. Hely, a land surveyor and civil en-

gineer, for Benjamin F. Sikes, the original proprietor. It

comprises parts of the southeast quarter of the northeast quarter
of Section 12, Town 19, Range 30, and the west half of the
west half of Section 7, Town 19, Range 20. The bearings and
courses of the town were surveyed on a magnetic variation of
seven degrees east. The plat contains fifteen blocks, with twelve
lots each, one tier of blocks being east of the railroad, and two
west thereof. The lots are fifty faet north ayd south, by 140 feet
east and west, and all streets are eighty feet wide except Arkansas
and Douglas.'which are fifty feet each. The town is situated on
the St. Lowis & -San Francisco Railroad, at the junction of the
Bentonville Railway. The first addition to Rogers was laid out
the same year by the original proprietor, and it comprises tracts
of land adjoining the first plat on every side thereof. This addi-
tion contains in all nineteen blocks, subdivided into lots. It was
survéyed by D.” W. German.

J. Wade Sikes' Park Addition to Rogers, embracing the
southeast quarter of. the southeast quarter of Section 12, Town
19, Range 30, was surveyed and laid out the same year. It lies

. southwest of the original plat, and contains sixteen blocks, sub-

divided into large residence lots, some being  150x238 feet,
some 150 feet square, and some 150x245 feet. It contains the
most desirable residence lots. . '

Reuben Wallace's Addition o Rogers was laid out in 1882.
It lies northeast of the old plat, and contains seven blocks of
twelve lots each, and two blocks of six. lots each, all lots being
50x M0 feet in size. '
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The Eladrfc'Springl Plat, adjoining Wallace’s Addition on
the northeast, was laid out in Beptember, 1881." Tt contains
forty-five blocks surrounding the springs, all being laid out in
the most ornamental style, for residence lots.
Rogers’ Cemelery, containing five acres, was laid oat in No.
vember, 1882, ‘ o
Enough land at Rogers has been surveyed into town lots to
_make a large city. h b
. Rogers wj’gginm)rporated on the 25th day of May, 1851, and
ln‘Jnne following an election was held for town officials.” In
f»vulence of the fact that the people have always been fortunate
in the selection of their officers, Rogers is entirely out of debt,

and its paper is at par and has been from the first year. But few

young towns can say as much. o
When the site of Rogers was chosen, in 1881 it oonui’iw;l
nothing but a dilapidated pole eabin. When the 8t Louis & San
Fraacisco Railway was making its way through the county, a num.
ber of farmers, with a view to their future interests, secured the
amount demanded by the company’s right of.way agent, some
$600, dnd secured tha location of the depot where it now stands.
The parties who contributed this amount may truly be called the
~ fouiiders ‘of Rogers. =Their names are H. B. Horsley, George
E. Wilson, Clark Brixey, Ben T. Oakley, N. 8. Horsley, J. R.
Swafford, Maj. 8. 8. Horsley, W. B. Horsley and, possibly, others.
B. F. Sikee donated to the railroad company one-half of sixty.
acred in the origin_al town, and the depot grounds and the righ.t
of way. He lived on the land first platted, and was therefore the
first resident of the town. The first house built after the town
was projected was put up by John Cox, and a saloon was open
therein.  The next house was erected by Lowry and i
and a grocery and, the post-office were located the
followed the ** Rogeérs House,” and a number of business¥puses
and dwellings too numerousto mention in detail. The town
named in honor of Capt. C. W. Rogers, who was at that time
', general manager of the St Louis & San Francisco Railway, anda
' good friend of the town. The natural advantages of the place
attracted the attention of enterprising men, and before the trains
actually got to running there were several business houses in
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The following is a directory of the first business of Rogers,
as it existed a short time after the town was established: C. C. :
Davis, clothing; George Raupp, furniture; J. L. Merritt, res-
taurant; W. A. Miller, dry goods; Huffman & Wade, hotel; H.
L. & 8.T. Stokes, livery stable; Pratt & Gibbs and J. H. Rack-

-~ erby, hardware; Jobn Cox, A. Greenstreet, Capt. Blue, saloons ;
Scroggins & Lowry, B and Bowman, groceriee; Van Winkle
& Blackburn, whol miber merchants; Huffman & Williams,
‘McCubbins & Peck, produce and commission merchants; J. W.
‘Brits, Berryhill & Darham, Mitchell & Dunagin, J. Beasley.
general merchandise.

The following, pertaining to the period before' the railroad
was completed to Ragers, but after it was decided that a depot

_would be erected there, is an extract from the pen of Maj. A. J.

Allen, who wrote & history of the town when it was a year old:
“The months of March and April were extremely cold and
stormy, s the winter months preceding them had been. We had ~
no railroad and no tolegriph line. The wagon roads, most of the
time, were entirely imi)usable. It was impossible to get lumber,
aud all building operations were delayed in consequence of bad
roads. :But few people were here then, and they took hotel lody-
ings-in the forest during the night, and kept themselves busy
during the day by foraging for subsistence and building huge
fires by which to keep warm.

“One man, who had waited patiently and, long for good
‘weather and lumber, opened up & business house in the top of an

“onk tree. The buge oak had been felled to the ground, and he
took his wagon body off the wheels, and placed it lengthwise on
the trunk of the tree. He then, like a good Southern man withie
Yankee principles, stuck up a sign with six letters, and spread
out his goods for sale; and, judging from the number of people
who daily gathered about his place of business, we conclude that
he did a good thriving business. He said he would open the
first business housé in Rogers, and he kept his word.”

During the seven years of the existence of Rogers it has
grawn to be a thriving and prosperous little city of from 1,500
to 1,800 inhabitants. The following is its present business

.d_irectory. to wit: Bank of Rogers, W. R. Felker, banker; dry




“«.waters, ginger ale, etc., King & Co.;
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' ‘-gooda, clothing and notiors, Finch Brothers, C.'A. Nelson, W_ A

Miller, H. L. Stroud; groceries, Caywood & San; J. A. Smith, W,
. L. Watkins, W. R. Cady, Naunce & Oakley, C. Livesay, Willians
& Saunders, Usborn & Garnett, Z. H. McCubbins, Kimble Bros, ;
hardware, C. L. Gibbs, Dyer Brothers; drugs, I V. Davis, C. 'L
‘Alexander, J. E. Applegate, Dr. R. D. Cogswell; restaurants, L.
J. Merritt, William Story, W. W. Reynolds; confectioner, A.
Bucklin; furniture, George Raupp, W. H. Dwyer; millinery.
“Miss Alice M. Roberts, Mrs. L. Horsley, Mrs. C. A. Wickes.
‘barness¥ind saddles, Morgan & Stewart; general second-haud
store, Joseph Milligan; livery, James M. Vandover, Oakley &
McSpadden; bakery, B. F. Woodruff; butchers, C. Juhne, S.
Fleek; barbers, K. T. Heflin, W. A. Patterson; hotels, Browy

_ House, Rogers Hotel; boot and shoe maker, F. Daval; w;tch

mskers and jewelers, W: H. Dwyer, J. E. pplegate;. painters,
J Neal, Charles Clark; blacksmiths and wheel-wrights, Jeff.
reya & Duff, Robertson & Duff; steam roller mills, Rogers Mill-
lng“ ‘Company g fruit evaporator, D. Wing & Brother; canning and

. packing hctory. Rogers Canning and Packing Company; Arkau.

sas Lime Works, C. A. Wickes; cider and jelly plant.

Lumber yards, J. A. C. Blackburn, W. H. Fowler; mineral
water supply works, Rogers
Lime & Water Works Company; contractors and builders, W. H.

.'Fowler, R. C. Copp, H. Nelson, J. B. Mills; attorneys, E. R

Morgan, Ed. Finch; insurance agents, Duckworth & Bixler, J. W.
Price, Z. H. McCubbin; real estats agents, Duckworth & Bixler,
J. W. Price; physicians, H. Weems, R. D. Cogswell, P. C Pen-
nington, J. C. Freelaud, E. N. Stearns; dentists, — _Reynolds,
R. F. Stringer; churches, Congregational, Methodist Episcopal.
Methodist Episcopal, South, Baptist, Cumberland Preebytenan
Christian; Rogers Academy, principal, J.© W.
Mary G. Webb, J. R. Williams, Elta Scroggs,
assistants. This was the faculty for the school y
Societies, Rogers Lodge No. 460, A F. & A. M., Rogers e
No. 89, I 0. O. F.,, Rogers Encampment No. 14, GeorgoH
Thomas Post No. 20, G. A. R.

The mannfacmrmg industries of Rogers deeqrve especial
menfion. It is claimed that the Rogérs Flouring Mills are the

.-

.paper now being published in the county.

HISTORY OF BENTON COUNTY. 7

. best-and most extensive in the State of Arkansas. u~ml that they

are doing au extensive business, rununing both day and night. D.
Wing & Bro.'s evaporating plant was the first one established in
the State. Theif lead in the industry dates from 1882 The

capacity js 450 bushels of apples, or 250 bushels of peaches, per

day. The evaporator used by them is the §1den patent, and their
parer the Wizardgpachine. During the working months they
employ an aver®gsiof sixty hands, many of whom are women.
The cauning and’ packing company was organized with a capital
stock of $12,000, and next ‘o the milling company. its business
is probably the most valuable single enterprise in Rogers. It
has extensive baildings, and has the advantage of a long season
for operations, ag'iteans all kinds of fruits (small fruits included )
as well as yogetables. It employs a great many hands.
Busincss Transaclions in 1557 —Four dry goods, clothing
and notions, $60,000; seven groceriers, $46,000; two hardware
and implements, $23000; three drugs and medicine, $15 000
one harness and saddiery, $2,000; one newspaper and job print.
ing, £1,100; two butchers, $3,408; one variéty store, $3.000;
three millinery and ladies’ furnishing, $4,000; one furniture and
umlerulklug' $5,000; two hotels, 85,500; one barber; £1.500;

pona lnmber, sash, doors, ete., $16,000; contracting and buil, ling,

$25,000; produce, hides and furs, $45,000; grain and grain
products. $123,300; live stock, $44,500; 371 earloads ties, 815,001
11,125 barrels apples shipped, $22 500 ; 15,000 bushels potatoes
shipped, $6,000; evaporated fruit transactions, $60,000; miscella-
neouns, $20,000—total, $565,600. Bank transactions and loaus.
$063,572. Grand total, $1,230,472.

Carload Shipments.—Total carloads forwarded, 737, ditTled
aq follows: flour, 123; wheat, 13: potatoes, 15; apples, 51:dried
fruit, 13; eggs, 10; live stock, 89; ties, 374; miscellancous, 49.

The Press.—The Rogers New Era was established in the fall
of 1881,and has ever since been controlled by its present proprie-
tors, Graham & Mason. It is a six-column quarto, neatly printed
and well edited. It is Democratic_in politics, and is the oldest
The publishers of this
work are under obligations to it for much of the historyof Rogers.

The Rogers Republican, a five-column quarto, was estab-
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lished in April, 1888, the first number being. publiehed on the
26th day of that month, by its present ‘proprietors, Warner &
Houeywell. It is also a aeatly printed paper and well edited
In politics it is Republican, and has done much to orgapize the
Bepublicun party in Benton County.

"The Rogers papers are both well patronized by local advertis-

ers, which speaks well for the town.

- GARFIELD.

«®his is a station on the St. Louis & San Francisco Railroad,

in Section 32, Township 21 north, Range 28 west, containing
about 200 inhabitants. The first store existing at this place was
opened in 1881 by A. Blansett, and the next year another-was
opened by A. Peel. Following this a drug store was gpened by

Thomas R. Marshall. In July, 1883, the villagg,yn‘s surveyed
“into lots and named Garfield. Folldwing is'a, directory of its

prasent business: General stores, A. Peel, G. P. Rogers & Son,

«J. A. Wilks; hardware, L. Ellison & Co.; groceries, J. W. Cun-

diff; confectionery, H. Wilks; post-office, jewelry, etc., A. J. Wilke:
hotel, J. N. Wilks; drugs and jewelry, M. J. Walters. Also two
blacksmith shops, a barber shop, the Arkansas Lime Works, the
fruit evaporator of ‘D. D. Ames and the lumber yard of A. L
Ricketts. The Arkansas Lime Works Company manufacture 2(%)
barrels of lime per day, make their own barrels and employ abont
seventy-five men. The fruit evaporator has capacity for from 1)
to 150 bushels of apples per day, and when running the proprie-
tor employs about fifteen hands. Garfield has a frame school-
bouse and Masonic hall combined, the school-room being in the
lower story and the hall in the upper, built recently, costing $500.
Fruits, timber, railroad ties and fence posts are shipped in great
quantities from this place.” There are church buildings
Baptists and Christians worship alternate vy the school-room

' LOWELL.

Lowell is astation on the St. Louis & San Francisco Railroad,
located six miles south of Rogers. It was laid out in 1881 by
J.‘R. McClure. J. W. Main built the first house iu the place,
and opened the first business—a grocery. Next, M. B. Hathaway

erected the building now occupied by J-W. Williams, and opened B

A
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« general store therein. The business at this writing consists of
two general stores, kept respectively by J. W. Willidms and F, H.
Kizer; a drug and grocery store, by Green Bros.; 'a grocery, by
R. H. Odell; confections, by J. Plummer and a blacksmith shop, -
by Daniel Wann.  Also J. W, Williams and F. H. Rizer each
have a fruit evaporator and grain warchouse. Grains, fruits,
poultry, timheg and railroad ties are extensively shipped from this
place. T lage contains a brick school-house and Masonic
hall combided, and built conjointly by the Masons and puplic
school board. the school-room being in the first story and the hall
in tke second. This building was erected in 1885.

Lowéll Lodge No. 424, A. F. & A. M., was chartered in 1556,
and it has pow thirty-two members. The principal officers are
J. F. Archer, W. M.; J. N. Tuttle, 8. W., and J. W. Packer
J. W 7

The Missionary Baptists; Methodists, South, and Christians

worship in the school-room.

MAYSVILLE.
The village of Maysnlle one of the oldest in the dounty, is
situated on the State and Indian Territory line, twenty-one miles
west and one and a-half miles north of Bentonville. An English-
man by the name of Tigret-opened the first store in Maysville,
in 1539. His most profitable trade was selling whisky to the
Indians. *He continued in business about ten years, and then
returned to his native country, where he died. The second mer-
chant in the place was a Jew, who did business about three
vears: Early in the forties Maysville contained six or seven
stores, all ‘of which did a thriving business, getting much of
their trade from the Indians. The place continued to have this
number of stores most of the time until the Civil War broke out.
Then business was nearly wholly suspended or destroyed, and it
has never regained its former magnitude. The Missouri, Kansas
& Texas Railroad, built through the Indian Nation, has cut off.
much of the trade formerly given to Maysville. It is claimed by
old settlers that in 1846 Maysville was larger than Bentonville.
The village lies entirely on the east side of “the line, aud all the
business houses face toward the * Nation.” The *“line” is the
main street, with the bgsiness on one side of it only.
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Northwestern Lodge No. 36,A. F. & A. M., wasorganized at
Maysviile about the year 1860, prospered for many years, and
suspended ubout ten years ago.

Directory of Maysville—Dry goods, Freeman & Dumas,
Henry Coats, Mrs. E. J. Tinnin (thess also kepi groceries):
groceries and hardware, Thomas Keith; groceries, Samuel Ward,
M. Harmen; harness and saddler, Isaac Harrouff; hotel, Lile
House, by Alex. McDonald; grist-mill, Spencer & Taylor; post-
office, Mrs. Mary Linch; physicians, C. F. Baker, E." N. Free.

“oman, J. L. Larue, A. B. Billa&. The town has a Union Church

and a public school-house. Maysville is surrounded with a good
country, and should it get a railroad, as contemplated, it will
make an important trading point. .

NEBO. >
This is* a small village, contpifhing two Or three business
houses, located on the line-between Séctiond 12 and 13, in Towwn.
ship 20 north, Range 33 west. A post of the G. A, R., No. i,
was orgenized at this place August 29, 1888, with Robert Green
as commander, and M. J. Anderson, adjutant.

SPRINGTOWN.

This beautiful village is located on Flint Creek, eighteey
miles southwest from Bentonville. It derives.its name from its
famous epring, which flows from the foot of a bank in the valles
not more than fifteen feet high.: The village lies just west of
the spring, at the foot of the southern bluff of Flint Creek Valley
The hills beyond the valley, covered with their native forests.
present cheerful scenery. Charles Kincheloe built the first house
where Springtown is located, about the year 1841, and Isaac
Dial built the next one close by the spring, and it is still stand.
ing. Soon thereafter a- Mr. Yarbe ilt the next house, it
being where Frank Wasson now lives.- business, however, was
established at Springtown until 1868, whén"¥anning Richardson
opened the first store in the place, and- built first house in
the town propor.  Marion Seaburn was the next merchant, and
Thomason & Northcut the next, neither of whom remain. The
town was surveyed and laid out in lots in 1871 = It lies in the
southeast coruer. of Section” 6, Township 18, Range 32, an‘ is
laid out on a bearing of south 594 degrees west. :

-
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The following is its present business directory: General
werchandise, W. D. Wasson, McGaugh Bros.; hardware, drugs
aud groceries, W. Collins & Co.; drugs, Sewell & Enterkine;
hotel, J. L. Allen; steam grikt and saw-mill, Mitchell' & Loy;
blacksmiths, Collins & Holland, Collins & Brown; boot and
shoemakers, R. D. Morland, A. T .Moodey; post and telephone
office, William'J. Collins; physicians, N. Sewell, James Hall, T.
H. f.o#u;n; churches, Baptist, Methodist Episcopal, Methodipt
Episcopal, South. The Methodist Episcopal society has not as
vet erected a church building. The village also contding dschool-
house and lodge hall combined, the school-room being in the first
story and the hall in the second.

Sogieties. —Springtown Lodge No. 222, A.F.& A. M., was char-
tered about the year 1368, and has now about thirty-five members.
“The principal officers are W. E. Garrett, W. M.; J. T. Chas-
tine, 8. W.; R. J. McGaugh, J. W. . -

Springtown Chapter No. 70, R. A. Masons, was chartered
about the year 1873, and has now thirty members. This was the
firet chapter organized in Benton County. The present officers
are J. F. Mitchell, High Priest; J. T. Chastine, King; Isaac
January, Seribe. Both of these societies are in good financigl
condition, and both prosper in the work laid down on the
Masonio ‘trestlé“board

SILOAM CITY.

This city is situated on Sager's Creek, in Hico Towuship,
twenty-eight miles southwest from Bentonville, and has & popu-
lation of about 1,600. It is within two miles of the wastern and
«six miles of the southern line of the county. Hico, which may
be properly called a residence suburb of Siloam City, is a very
old place for this country. Col. D. Gunter settled where he now
resides, in Hico, in' 1844, before the piace had .even become a
village. About tuat time, or perhaps a little later, a post-office
named Hico was established at a point about two miles from the
present Hico, This office was soon thereafter moved to the vil-
lage that now bears its name, and Hico became a trading point,
especially for the Indians, who patronized it to & considerable ex-
tent. It continued to be the leading place in that corner of the
county until Siloam City was established, which drew away nearly

>
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all of its business excgpt that of lts ﬂonnng mills, and left it
only a residence suburb.

That which -led to the origin of Siloam City is its natural
springs of pure, health-giving waters. In 1879 it was didcorerad
that these waters contained medicinal qualities, and prejarations
wero at onze begun for the establishment of a summer resort.

On the 24th of June, 1580, the first anniversary of the place was »

celebrated by a large and interesting meeting of the citizens of
that vicinity. In March, 1880, J. V. Hargroves laid out the
original plat of Siloam City, embracing parts of the northeast!
quarter and of the northwest of Section 6, in Township 17 north,
Range 33 west. The following November East Siloam was luid
~out by Logan Teague. = This addition contains the” * college

grounds and park,” and a large number of lots, * Couches’ addi-
tion was the next ove laid out, and in April, 1881, the additions-
, of J. H. Beanchamp, T. R. Carles and William €. Tate were laid
out. Johnson's addition was surveyed and laid out in November
following. In.January, 1882, “ C. D. Guuter's Addition;No. 1 to
the town of Hico™ and “ 8. G. Rogers' Addition to Hico ‘and East
Siloam " were laid out. At the same time, or soon thereafter,
Gunter's second addition to Hico was laid out. By the furegmug
it will be seen that the real estate owners in that yvicinity “intended
" to be ready at all times to accommodate persons desiring to pur-
chase lots.

As soon as the first plat of Siloam City was surveyed buildings
began to be erected and the town began a rapid growth. John
D. Hargrove opened the first business, a general store, on Main
Street. The place rapidly gained a reputation as a sumner resort,
and that fact, coupled with the prospects of the-early completion
of a railroad Hfrongh it, induced many people to immigrate there-
to. In 1880, the first year of its existence as a town, it was in-
corporated as such, and the influx of im ts was so rapid
that in 1851 it had acquired a population of 3,000. It was
then incorporated as a city of the second class, During the
rapid increase of population it was impossible to build houses
fast enough to supply the demand, oonsequently for a time many
of ‘the new-comers had to camp out in their wagous or in tents.
+ To supply the demand for houges *the sound of the hunmer -

’
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was heard both day and night, and the whole town as it now
stands, with the exception of a few buildings, was built in the
first two or three years of its existence. After the “‘boom "
ceased many who had gone therv for the purpose of going into
business discovered that the pla'co was overdone, that the pros-
pect for a railroad was not encouraging, and consequently moved
away. Thoge also who went there in ths summer of 1351. to get
relief t?ho excessive heat and drouth of that year, returned”
to their réspective homes, and the large population (being chiefly
transient), on which the city obtained its chartér, has dwitidled
away nntil it is now only about one-half of what it then was.
Fortuhately, however, Siloam City is situated in the midst of a
good aggicultural country, which will sustain it as a good. sub-
stantial trading place, even though it remains deprived of railroad
facilities. The citizens still have hopes for a railroad, and when
these hopes are realized, if ever, Siloam City will make a large
and flourishing town, with a large and permanent population.
The exceedingly pure water of its many springs, and the magnif-

. icent natural scenery sur‘ronnd)ng it, and its healthy lm ation,

make it a most desirable place to live.

This place is commonly called *“Siloam Springs.” but the
name given it on its first recorded plat is * Siloam City.”

Siloam (‘lty is in fair financial condition, having a debt of
only about $700. . The city officers are D. R. Hammer. mayor;
William H. Cravens, recorder, and Charles E, Copeland, marshal.
The city is divided into three wards, and has two aldermen in
each.

“ Sales Transactions in 15857.—Seven general merchants. g,
000; three .grocers, $22500; two hardware, $5,500: three
druggists, $7,100; two furniture, 85,500; one saddlery and har-
ness, $8,000; two lumber dealers, $6,500; two newspapers and
job printing, $2.000; two milliners and dressmakers, $1,400: ane
bed spring and mattress factory; 81,600; two watch-makers and
jewelers, $1,600; three wheel-wrights and blacksmiths, $4.200;
grain products, $18,000; live stock, $15,500; hides and furs, ”
$2,100; 18,000 pounds wool, $3,600; 31,000 pounds dried fruit,
$2,170; 53,000 dozen eggs, $5,300; 1,000 dozen quails, §2.000;
17,000 dozen pigeons, $6,800; deer, turkey and ducks, £430;

»




104 STATR OF ABKANBAS.

hotels, $2,900; butcher, $4,000; livery and transfer, $6500;
miscellaneous, $2,500—total, 8220‘100.

Present Directory of Siloam City.—Bank of Biloam, R. S.
Morris. cashier; Z. T. Conley, assistant cashier.—General mer-
chandise, Ewing & Gilbreath, Jacob Nathan, Crame Brose., R. 5.
Gibson, W. W. Brown, C. W. Hinds & Co., J. H. Chitty, R. G.
Ravenscraft; groceries, .Parker & Mason, R. D. Jordan, & V.
Tracy, Morris & Graves, C. B. Randall, Mrs. A. Bottoms; drugs,
R. B. Pegueés & Co., D. W. Atkinson & Co., W. F. Brooks & Co.;
. hardware, R. E. Henry, W. A. Griffin, Wyatt & Bartell; furni.
ture, M. O. Hicks; harress and saddles, J. P. Carl; watch-makers
and jewelers, N. L. Lindsay, H. J. Hancock; photograph gallery,
B. M. Rakestraw; boot and shoemakers, A. H. Budd, P. R.
Stanfield ; J. F. Nethery, J. Eslinger; wheel-wrights, E. B. Ros-
son, Paul Williams; cabinet-mnke‘r; L L G er; carpenters,
H. Jack, C. B. Randall, H: Mark, W, M. Jones, W. H. Hancock,
0. C. Davis; blacksmiths, McNgir Bros., Bruner & Daniels, H.
M. Martin; Hico Roller Mills, Gunter & Late; evaporating
factory, W. O. Morris; wool carding mills, J. H/ Chitty; furni-
ture factory, Chamberlain & Woodmansee; bed spring and
matiress factory, L. M. Prowse; Distillery No. 129, C. E. Noyes;

steam saw and planing mills, Hinds, Wisner & Ragsdale, Sut-.

tle & Bruner; physicians, J. T. Clegg, J. F. Runyan, G. W
Jacksor; dentist, J.. A. Doses; attorneys, A. T. Rose, E. D. Feno,

J. H. Trader; real estate, D. Shafer, Z. Abernathy, Rose % Davis:-

hotels, Ewing House, J. M. Ewing, proprietor;- Fountain House,
A. J. Davis, proprietor; butchers, Tolbert & Spencer; livery,
Breedlove & Cresswell, M. N. Donaldson, L. 8. Davis; churches,
Methodist Episcopal, Methodist Episcopal, Bouth, Cugberland

Presbyterian, Congregational, Missionary Baptist, Society of

Friends, Christian; high-school
cipal, H. J. Blake; assistants,
Backus, E. 8. Gibbs. o ,
Societies.—Key Lodge No. 7, A. F. & A. ¥sat Hico, was char-
tered long before the Civil War. At the beginning of ‘the war
its charter was taken to Texas, and kept by a lady who returned
it after the war closed. The present principal officers are Felix
Miller, W. M.; Dr. J. F. Glegg, 8. W.; Frank Carl, J. V‘ It
has a sm:ll membership. ' . ,

last school year, prin-
nnie Egy and Gertie
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Advance Lodge No. 435, A. F. & A. M., was charteréd in
15%7. Present officers. E. T. Swith, W. M.; G. W. Mead, 8. W_;
Rev. E. 8. Gibbs, J."W. It has about thirty-five members, and
is prospering. - Among its ¢harter members were W. H. Han
cock, D. R. Hammer, G. W." Mead, A. J. Norris, J. H. Walkergy
D. B. Swallow, Levi Davis, J. J. Preece and R. P. Pegues. '

Calgmet Lodge No. 5, American Protective League, was char-
tere the spring of 1886, with ten members. It now thas
thirt) séven ‘members in good standing. Its officers are F. M.
Reager, ruler; J. Van Butler, financial secretary; . T.hamber-
lain, recording secretary; S. A. Broyles, treasurer. It is pro-
gressing satisfactorily.
 Agricultural Wheel, No. 984, was chartered in the fall of
1585, and has now about thirty members. )

Streeter Union Labor Club wal organized August 3, 1555,
with thirty members. - John H. Chitty, president; C. B. Randall.
vice-president; A. J. Egy, secretary; J. B. Newbury, treasurer.

Siloam Springs Lodge No. 91, I. O. O. F., was chartered in
1582, with C. B. Randall, A. J. Egy, John H. Chitty, T. J. Pat-
ton, J. B. Newbury, John A. Denny and others s charter mem-
bers. Present officers, A. G. Wilkinson, N. G.; C. B. Randall,
V.G.; A. J. Egy, Sec.; W.F. Brooks, Treas.. It has from thirty ’
to forty membere, and is in a prosperous condition.

Curtis Post. No. 9, G. A. R., named after Gen. Curtis, of Pea
Ridge fame, was chartered in 1884, and has had since its organ-
ization 109 members. Lewis Simmons is Post Commander, and

"E. D. Feno, Post Adjutant.

The Siloam Press.—The first paper published in Siloam City
was the. Sun, established in 1880, by Thomgs Gallagher. In
1551 it was changed to the Dispalch, continued about a year,
and then suspended. The Glbbe was established in 1581, by D.
O. Bell, who published it about one year only. The Arkansas
Herald, an eight-column folio, was established in 1552, by S.
Abernathy, who published it two years, and ther transferred it
to Messrs. Grammer & Dsmeron, who published it one year,
and then J. B. Dameron became sole manager of the paper. and
continues to publishit. It has a good circulation, and is Dem-
ocratic in politics. The Locomotive, 8 six-column quarto, was

»
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established in December, 1888, at Springdale, Ark.; by H. Mil.
ton Betler and J. Van Butler, and was moved by the latter to
Siloam Bprings in Augult.. 1887, where it continues to be pub.
lished; J. Van Batler is sole proprietor. The paper is inde-
pendent in politics, and has also a good circulation. The
Siloam papers are well printed and edited, and receive liberal
support from local advertisers. .

SULPHUR BPRINGS.

This delightful summer reeort is beautifally situated in the
vale of Butler Creek, on ‘Section 23, Township 21 north, Range
33 west, and ‘on the line of the survey of the Kansas City. Fort
Smith & Bouthern Railroad, now graded to Split-Log, in Missouri
It was surveyed and laid out in December, 1885, by 8 B. Robert.
son, for the propristors, Hibler & Cox. Lyons -4&ddition theret,
was laid out in May, 1887, and ther whole villige was re-surveyed
in July of that year, by Mr. Robertson, for Charles Hibler aud
John Black. The group of springs at this place * includes one
white sulpkur, one potash sulphur, one magnesia, one chalybeate.
one nitre, and one intermittent freestone spring, and is distant by
higkway northwest from Bentonville eighteen miles; from Spht
Log, Mo., sixteen miles; from the Missouri State line, one and one-
half miles, and from the line of the Indian Territory, eight and one.
half milea.” The village, surrounding the main group of springs.

liss on a gently inclining plane, with a gravelly soil, and the v

natural scenery in every direction is “romantic and wild," ike
that usually seen from the valleys of a mountainous countrv
The village is in the heart of a region of cavernous limestons

* caves, there being fifteen caves within the radius of five miles.

An elevated site, just south of the village and springs and over-
looking the same, has been selected for the erection of & com-
modions hotel. The promenade. ds reserved around the
eprings contain sevaral acres, bea ly ornamented and
shaded with natural forest trees, some of whigh are gigantic in
size. Of the five vales, which form a junction at this place, three
of them open toward the southward, and the place is protected
from the chilling winds of winter by a semi-circular mountain
ridge rising high above it... N

b
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The flow of the mineral springs is sufficient to supplyA 10,000
people. The supply of water for domestic use, the source of which
are springs near at hand, is collectively 700,000 gallons per day.
The largest of the springs producing this supply is about one and
a half miles southeast of the village. and over 100 feet above it. A
good hotel, with ad]went cottages for the accommodation of
guests, is now in operation, under the able management of Mr
Charl ibler and his lady. An excellent bath-house has just
been stod. A first-class livery stable stands near ‘he
pleasure grounds, the proprietors of which are alyays geady to
furnish rigs for pleasure drives.

The village also contains a post-office, stores, a school-house,and
a number of residences,and deserves especial mention as being the
neatedt and most cleanly kept village or town in Benton County.
_The approaches to the village are by hack line from Bentonville;
by same from Bouthwest City, Mo, ‘ten miles; and from Split-
Log, Mo., sixteen miles, and it is confidently expected that this
will soon be improved by railroad communication vorth and
south.

There is no doubt ahout the waters at Salphur Springs con-
taining medicinal qualities, as.every person that has used them
can readily testify. The white sulphur spring is the most noted,
and contains the greatest amount of curative qnalities. With or
without & railroad, this place is bound to remun a favorite resort
for invalids and - pleasure seekers.

The Benton County Bulletin, published at Sulphur Springs,
was established at Bentonville in July, 1888, by its present
editor and proprietor, John R. Huffmanfand was moved to Sul-

"phur Springs early in September following. It is & four-colutan

quarto, is neatly printed, and labors in the intesest of Republi-
can principles.
VANWINELE MILLS.

This very llvely place is situated on Section 22, Township
19 north, Range 28-west, and i worthy of especial mention
on account of its being the headquarters of the native lum-
ber industry of Benton and other counties. Peter Vanwinkle
erected the first saw-mill at this place in 1858, and ran it until
some time during the war, when it was burned, it is said, by

-
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Confederats bushwhackers to prevent its being used by the Fed.

eral armies. It was rebuilt in 1866 and run until 1882, when it
passed into the hands of J. A. C. Blackbarn, son-in-law of its
original proprietor. Mr. Blackburn has made some improvements,
and continues the busineds on an extensive scale. The milis are
inclosed in a building 70x90 feet in size, two stories high, dnd all
covered with an iron rbof. The power consists of a 150-horse
power engine, with a 22430 inch sylinder, and a balance wheel
twenty feet in diameter and weighing 20,000 pounds,  The
steanr capacity, equal td 200-horse power, consista of thres boilers
tweidy-four feet in leugth and forty-two inches in diameter,
with four twelve in¢h flues in each. The smoke stack is five fuet
in diameter and sixty feet high. The machinery consists of one
circular saw, two planers, three cut-off saws, two rip saws, ohie
resawing machine for making bevel siding, one shingle pachine,
gne scroll saw, two moulding machines, ope tenanting” machine.
" one mortising machine, one automatic emory whesl for grinding
planer bits, one lathe for turning irbn and one for turnmg
“wood,

Mr. Biackburn hes also another mill at Rock House, in Mmh
son County; cupaclty. 20,000 feet per day, with all machinery for
preparing the lumber ready for the builder's use. He also has
in his employ two portable mills, one in Muadison County and one
in Benton County, four miles east of the home mill, eutting lum-
ber for him by the thousand feet. The capital invested in this

enterprise, lncludmg mills, machinery, teams, wagons, lands:.

etc., is about $60,000. The immense amount of lumber manu-
factured by Mr. Blackbnrn is all sold in home mnrketg_—__ip Ben-
ton, Madisen and Washington Counties. He employs fifty hands,
about twenty in Madison and thirty in Benton County, and he
owns 17,000 acres of land, principally in these counties, 16,500
of it being timbered and the balance being land.
WAR EAGLE MILLS. "

This little village, consisting of the War Eagle Kdller Mills,
a large general store, blacksmith shop, and other industries.
together with a small number of residences, is located in the

beautiful and romantic valley of War Eagle Creek, in the south-
¢ W ik '
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east part of Benton County. Sylvanus Blackburn built the first
mills at this place, consisting of a saw-mill and grist-mill, in
1545, These mills were used for a number of years, and until
a second grist-mill, four stories high, was erected. This mill
was burned during the war by order, of a Confederate general, as

.claimed by Mr. Blackburn. The present mills were built about

1872 They are now operated by James K. P. Stringfield, who
does an extendlge business. This is one of the best water powers
in Arka % .
There are a few post hamlets, containing a post-office agd
store, ete., in the count not Lerein named. There is a ielephone

- line extending from Rogers via Bentonville and Springtown to

Siloam Spnngs.

EDUCATION AND LITERATURE.

For many years after the formation of the State of Arkansas
her educatiopal faciities were of the most meager kind, and

“although many improvements have been made in the past, it may

truthfully be said that in this respect she is still far behind many
of her sister States, thongh’perhape fully on a par with -those
having had the same opportunities. But few of the children of

. the early settlers of Benton County enjoyed the "benefit of

schools, evenof the poorest class, while the great tajority of them
were, on account of the very few schools and the great distance
to them, almost entirely deprived of educational facilities, The
only schools taught in those days were subscription schools, and
those were taught only in neighborhoods sufficiently settlad to
maintain them. With but few exceptions the early teachers
were very illiterate, being able only to read, write and * cipher.”
And frequently they would.contract to teach “'rithmesic” only
to the “rule of three.” Subsequently, when villages became
established, or neighborhoods became thickly settled, a few select
schools or academies were established therein by men well quali-
fied to teach, but, on account of the tuition necessarily charged.
none but the more wealthy classes could avail themseives of
these privileges, so upon the whole the children of the poor had
to be reared with but little education farther than what could be
imparted to them by their parents.

- -
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The pioneer schools were always taught in the old-fashioned

" log cabin school-house, with. its punchesn floor and stone fire-

place, with stick and mud chimnpey, and with seats made of split
logs, the flat side being hewed smooth with an ax or broad.as

The early school-teachers who taught in the War Eagle neighbor-

hood were James Martin, Moses Dutton, Alfred Laws, Hollind
Hines and, Thomas Macon. The latter is said to have been well
educated, while the sducation of the others was not up to the
standard required of teachers at the present. In 1540 a school
was taught in a ldg school-house in the neighborhood of the set-
tlementof Walter Thornberry, in the southern part of the coun-
ty, by a young man who also professed to be a Christian minis-
ter. - W. W. Burgees, now of SBpringtown, was one of his pupils.
and he relates the following rather ridiculous incident He did,
not like his teacher, and did not believe that he was what he pro-

fessed to be, a Christian man, and while he _(Burgess ) béhaved

‘st #chool, and respected the young man as# teqohor, he did not
deel constrained to respeect him as a preacher. So, on one Sun.
day when the young man was to preach in the school-house,
young Burgess saddled an ox and rode it to church, at the same
time wearing up:n bis head a raw coon-skin for a cap. After
service he again mounted the ox and escorted a young lady to her
home—she having attended the service on horseback—and took
dinner with her. Mr. Burgess delights to relate this incident.
but declines to give the lady's name for publication.

About the year 1842 a Mr. Holsten, or Holatem, taught the
first school in the vicinity of the present town of Siloam Springs.
He t.nught in “a little cabin,” and some white children from the
Indian Territory attended his school. Among these may be men-
tioned Mrs. Cal. D. Gunter, of Hico. In 1844 or 1845 a school
and church-combined was built in Maysville, that being then the
nding  now,

The Shelton Academy, at Pea Ridge, was erec
1851, and Prof. Lockhart taught the first school
was succeeded by other teachers, and the academy w
until about the year 1858, when it was abandoned, and the build.
ing turned into a store-roor.” In 1853 and 1854 J. Wade Sikes,
now one of the proprietors of Regers, taught school. near Ben-

L4
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topville.  His patrons boarded him and paid him $15 per
month fot his services. After this he taught the Shelton

Academy at Pea Ridge for two years, where he had about forty

pupils in aftendauce. Upon the approach of the Civil War the

few schools that were being taught in Benton County were

closed, .and none were opened again until some time after the

WAr.

The Free. Sysfem.—In the constitution of 1536, under
which the St: f Arkansas was admitted into the Union, under
Article VII, is found the following general pronslon pertaining,

to education, viz.:

* Knowledge and leammg. generally diffused through a com-
munity, being essential to the preservation of a free government,
and diffusings the opportunities and advantages of education
!hrough the various parts of the State being highly conducive to
this end, it shall be the duty of the General Assembly to provide
by law for the improvement of such lands as are or hereafter
may be granted by the United States to this State for the use of
schools, and to apply any funds which may be raised from such
lands, or from any other source. to the establishment of the ob.
ject for which they are or may be intended. The General
Assembly shall from time to time pass such laws as shall be cal-
culated to encourage intellectusl, scientific and agricultural im-
provement, by allowing rewards and immunities for the promo-
tion and improvement of arts, science, commerce, manufactures
and natural history, countenance and encourage the principles of
humanity, industry and morality.” -

This reads well, but it makes no provision for a system of free
schools wherein the children of the poor can be educated along
with those of the rich. It was the ruling opinion in Arkemsas, as
it was in all slave States, that every man should educate his own
children, and that no man should be taxed to educate another’s
children; eonueqnentli the framers of the first constitution of
the State did not provide for the inanguration of a system of free
schools, and following it the General Assembly did not ** from
time to time pass such laws as should be calculated to encourage
intellectual, scientific and agricultural improvement,” ete. But
with the abollhon of alavery the way was opened for the subse-

»




/

112 STATE OF ARKANBAS,

‘quent mngunuon of a method or system whereby knowledga

and learning, * * ¢ being éssential to the preservation of a

free government,” mxght be generally dlﬂnsad “throughont the

State.

copy of the aforesaid provision pertaining to education found in
the constitution of 1836. It also contains a few other general
provisions which mny be considered to be in the general line of
education, but says not a wold sbout * free schools.” Passing
on to the t¥hstitution of Arkansas made and adopted in 1565,
under Article IX is found nine sections pertaining to education,
the first and seventh of which reads as follows, to-wit:

Szcriow 1.
cinsses being essential to the preservation of the rights and liberties offlie
people, the genetal assembly shall estadlish and maintain ,&am of fre& schools
{or the gratuitous instruction of-all persons in this Btate between \he ages of
five énd twenty -one years, and the funds appropriated for the support of com

won schools shall be distributed to the several counties, in proportion to the |
number of children and youths therein between the ages of five and twenty one '

years, in such manner as shall be prescribed by law, but no religious or other
sect or sects shall ever hate any exclusive right to, or control of, any part of the
school funds of this State. * * @

8zcrion 7. In case the public school fund ulnll be insufficient to sustain a
free scheol atleast three months in every year in each school district in this
State, the general assembly shall provide by law for raising suck deficiepcy by
levying such tax upon all taxable property in each county, township or school
district, as may be deemed proper. .

The other seven sections of the ninth article of this constitu-
tion defined what should constitute the common-school fund, and
how t*e income therefrom should be distributed, and how taxes
'should be levied and collected for the building of school-houses,
etc., etc. Here, then, is found, under the constitution of 156,
the first provisions for-the inauguration of the free sglfool systeni
of the State of Arkansas. In accordance therewi
subsequently passed creating the system. Much P
existed throughout the State against this constitution an
party in power that adopted it Education for the masses, how-
ever, having obtained ‘a footho d, will itself in the course of time
remove. all prejudice from it, at least all that can be of injury to

o~

»

‘The constitution of Arkansas, made in 1864, during the con- -
tinuance of the late war, contains under Article VITI an exact

B g

A general diffusion of knowledge and intelligence among s)i-
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it. In evidence of the removal of this prejudice the XIVth
article of the present constitution of the State of Arkansas, made
and adopted in 1874 by the political party that was then and has
ever since been in power, is here inserted in full:

Sectiox 1. Intelligence and virtue being the shfeguards of liberty aud the
bulwark of a free and good government, the State shall ever maintain o general,
ruitable and ¢fficient ayatem of free achools whereby all persons in the State
hetween the ages of six_gnd twenty-one yéars may receive gratuitous instrue-
tion.* -

Secriox. 22 No or property belonging to the public schoo! fund, or
this State for the benefit of schools or universities, shall ever Le used for wwy
othier than for thie respective purposes to which it belongs

SkcT1ioN 3. The gencral sssembiy shall provide by genersl laws for the sup:
port of common .ehooli by taxes, which shall never exceed, in any one year. two
mills on the dollar, on the taxable property of the State, and by an annual per
Fapita tax of one dollag, to be assessed on every male inbabitant of this State,
over the age of twenty-one years. Provided, the general dssembly may . by gen
eral law, authqgize school districts w levy, by a vots of the qualified electors of
such district, a tax not to exceed five mills on the dollar ih any one year for
school purposes.  Provided, further, that no such tax shall be approprigted 1o
any other purpose, nor to any other district than that for which it was levied

SectioX 4. The superyivion of public schools, and the exceution of the
laws regulating the same, sball be vested in wnd confided to such officers e mauy
be provided for by the general aséembly.

Two mills on the dollar, the authorized State levy, equals 20
cents on the -hundred dollars, and five mills on the dollar. the
apthorized school district levy, equals 50 cents on each $100;
consequently the maximum authorized levy for school purposes
i5 10 cents on each $100 of ‘taxable property. It must be con-
ceded that this is a liberal provision for the support of the sclhiools,
and’under the wise and liberal provisions of the constitution, lnws
have been passed fully providing for the operation and euforce-
ment of a system of free schools for the masses, both white and
black. s

In the county of Benton the territory has beer sulxlivided
into 126 common and four special school districts, making 130
in all. Under the law, schools have to be maintained. where
maintained at sall, not less than three months in the year, and as
much longer as the funds arising from the amount of tax levied
will sustain them. In some districts in Benton ('nunt) the peo-
ple levy only a two-mill tax, in others more, and in some tln full

*Italics by compller. . . %
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amount allowed, five mills; consequently the school terms vary
in length, many of them being more than three months, especi.

ally in the towns and villages. y
The following, from the last biennial report of the State

superintendent of public instruction, is a ** statement of the public
school fands of Benton County for the jear ending June 30,
1886." :

AMOUNT RECEIVED.

From common school fund (State).......... e A Py $10,029 13
. From district Rax.. .. coovovvinininiiereonna e 7,338 51 {
v From poll tax....: e B v 09 NF o o 0 aben Y 403 84 |

From sale: or lease of sixteenth sections........ ..o 4,122 00

FRom OLher SOUTOBE: .o ricve st rrasssorsosidodhicnse 105 97

POREL . . o cfomsecy e socios coomiainisbissastors s S35, 810 5

AMOUNT EXPENDED. -

For teachers’ salaries. ..... ¥ b ossd Do ML 0o o spu $10,087 80

For building and repairing. ... ... oo .. 2,463 02

For treasurer's commission... .. ... e nsseesasensafes 811 80

For Other purposes .. .............coceeennennanas. 407 40

IEODRE BB o so i bl oS ossulrossssstonsrboveesi $14.150 02

‘ BALANCE IN COUNTY TREASURY UNEXPENDED.

N0 DB TN v o s w5505 0  RABR A5 4 8 ‘o v ol e 5 5 $ 7.599 18

ENE Ruteiel TADE - oot ML s ey rapuanaics ooasshe e s 8,880 30

Tota): o.0osiving BT S SERRE ¢ o v $11,400 48

According to the late circular report of the State superiu-
tendent of public instruction, showing the amount of school fands
in. the State treasury ready for distribution on the 13th of
August of the present year (188%), there were for the whole
State the amount of $287,714.10, and of this amount Benton
County gets as her distributive share the sum of $5,350.5L
Now to this amount must be added the aggregate amount.de-
rived from the local levies made in eacligeparate school district
within the county. ; b

The Sirteenth Sections.—When the Sta
organized Congress donated to it the sixteenth
each Congressienal, township for the support of common schools.
providing that these lands should be sold or leased, and that the
annual income from the'legned lands or, from the' amount of

of Arkansas was

LB
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rooms, the whole having a capacity for the comfortable seating
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principal for which such lands were sold should acorue to and
belong to the inhabitants of the township in which the lands
were located.  Afterward the State enacted laws to carry out the

_ provisions of the donation. The county court was authorized to

lease these lands, when in its jidgment it was best to do so, and
to collect the annual income. Provision was alsc made for the
sale of the achool lands. Under these provisions the most of
these in Benton County were sold, and the money receiveu
for then®¥whs loaned in small sums to individual borrowers. But
from. the public records of Benton County it capfiot be #scer-
tained how much money was received from the sale of these lands
nor what has become of the amount of money that was received.'
It is known that much of the school funds belonging to and con-
trolled Ly the several counties of the State was lost during snd
on account of the Civil War,
balance not. lost in each county to be paid over to a State board
of school fund commissioners, by whom it is now controlled.
The county/of Benton has no school funds under its control at
interest.  It, however, gets its share of the annusl income de-
rived from the permaneht school funds managed by the State

&

A subsequent law required the -

officers. There is only one colored school in Benton County, and"

that is located at Bentonville, the colored population being in-
sufficient in number to compose a school at any other place in the
county. : -

Pea Ridge Academy.—This institution of learning was
established in 1874 by Prof. J. R. Roberts. Its first session was
opened in Buttram's Chapel, two and one-half miles east of the
present academy buildings. and there the school was continued
five years. Then, after a cessation of one year, thg school was
‘renpened at 1ts present location, where the first academy build.
ing was erected in 1880. This building was 24x40 feet in size
and two stories in Leight, with a school room and closk room in
each story. The school was chartered as an ecademy with a full
course of instruction in 1884. In 1887 and 1888 an additional
building, 50x80 feet in size and two stories in height, was

added to the former, making the whole building as it now stands

contain seven school rooms and a sufficient number of cloak

-
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of 250 students. The building is constructed of brick, and in
its construction convenience, safety and ventilation were studied,
rather than showy architecture. The academy is located on Pea
Ridge, an elevated plateau of country nine miles northeast from
Bentonville, in Benton County, Ark., and five milés northwest
from Avoca, a station on the St. Louis & Ban Francisco Railroad.
From the latter place' it has a daily mail, and a tri-weekly cge
from Neosho, Mo. The healthfulness of the location is unex-
_ celled, while the morals of the community are proverbial. There
wyare in close proximity two dry goods stores and one drug store:
five churches within two miles of the school, and two Sunday-
schools within 100 yards of it Eleven graduates have gone out
into theuworld to testify of the character of the school since it
was chartered as an academy. A good library of valdable books
is counected with it. A P ~
" Board of Trustees: J. R. Roberts, president; J. A. Steward.
. . secretary; 8. B. Smith, Dr. H. H. Pattera;)n, John Hall and P.
v W. Roberts, of Pea Ridge, Ark.; also George T. Lincoln and R.
J. Laughlin, of Bentonville, Ark.; J. D. James, of Alma, Ark..
% and W. B. Dean, of Wills Point, Tex.
- .3 Faculty: J. R. Roberts, A. M., principal; J. A. Steward.
principal intermediate department; Miss Nannie Roberts, prin-

ants; Miss Lillie Dale, instruction in instrumental music; T. A
Coffelt, M. D., lectures on anatomy, etc.

Benton County may well be proud of this institution, with.its
successful operation, and eminent satisfaction given. :

Bentonville Public and High School.—The public school
building of Bentonville is located in a besutiful grove of natural
forest trees, about one-half mile southwest of the court-house.
It is a large two-story brick building, containing seven school-
rooms, besides the necessary halls an -rooms. It was con-
structed in 1872, but was afterward bu down, and was re-
built in 1881. The first session of the presem¥yschool year com-
menced September 3, and at this writing, September 10, 1535,
326 pupils have been enrclled in aétendance, and more are yet
expected to come in.- The faculty consists of Prol William
Stephens, principal; Prof. J. D. Partelow, Miss Laura Scb‘nh.

b 4

cipal primary department; J: W. Osborn and P. 8. Jones, assist- -
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Miss Lou Tajiaferro, Miss Flora Cotton, Miss Georgia Nesbit’
and Miss Ida Trotter. The number of pupils already enrolled is
exceedingly large for such a small corps of teachers. .

The Rogers Academy.—This is a handsome structure, three
stories high, built of brick, and would be a credit toa y ot;untry. :

It was erected in 1884-85 by the American Home Missionary
Society and the people of Rogers, and has generally been and is
now ﬁ'the control of the Congregational Church and tie
citizen®ol" Rogers, the former having five trustees gnd t‘e latter
Fuur on the school board. The public free school is taught
in connection with the academy. The first session of the pres-
eut..sc.hool year began September 5. - Following is the faculty:
Pnnmyal. J. W. Beroggs, academic department; grammar school
department, Miss Mary G. Webb; intermediate department, Mr
4. R. Williams; primary depértment, Miss Ella W. Scrc;gga:
music and drawing, Mrs: F. W. Hormon. ‘
The Arkansas Traveler.—Who has not read and been
greatly nmfsed with the account of the ** Arkansas Travelers?’
Perhaps but few people are aware that some one in Benton
County was connected With the authorship and preparation of..
that funny and interesting article. The reputed author of the
“Arkansas Traveler ” was Col. Sandy Faulkner, of Little Rock
and the individual who drew the illustrations which woompanied‘
sud formed a part of the article was Edward Washburn, a son of
Rev. Ceaphas Washburn, a' Presbyterian minister, who lived in
Benton Connty., about six miles southwest of Bentonville, on the
farm l.:ow'oecnpied by L. B. Mallory. 1t is related by good
authority that the author of that article in his travels scﬁually’
met with and saw such a scene as he therein degaribes, the old
backwoodsman with his fiddle, the rude log cabin, the wife and
nntuu.)rod children, ete. That article has been read throughout
.?menca, and perhaps in foreign countries, and many people be-
lieve .that it has been a great injury to the State of Arkansas by
cresting the impression abroad that the family thereia described

was a fair sample of the people generally, which of course was
ot the case,
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CHRISTIANITY.

The real pioneer settlers of a new country, those who select a
wild and lonely spot away out on the frontier, and erect a rude
habitation thereon, where they intend to make thsir future Lome,
and where they do in fact remain and endure the privations inci-
dent to the settlement of a new country, and subdue the forest and
prepare the soil for cultivation, and thus open'up and make way
for others to follow, aré, as a rule, God-fearing and Christian
men, “The first real and permanent settlers of Benton County
were no exception to this rule. Coeval with the first settlements
the voice of the Christian minister was heard, pointing out to the
pioneers the way to eternal life. And, as was the case in nearly all
the settlements west of the Mississippi near this Iatitude, thg Meth-

| odist Episcopal, Cumberland Presbyterians-and Baptistd'were the
_ pioneer churches in this county. The @arly ministers of these
and ‘other denominations preached in thé cabin dwellings of the

eurly settlers before any church edifices were erected, and mem-
bers of all denominations then met together to worship. The
settlers being 60 scattered there were not enough at any one place
of the same denominstion to form an organization until several
years: after the settlement of the county began. The services
were generally conducted by ministers who traveled. great dis-
tances to perform their labors, and who generally worked in the

capacity -of missionaries, receiving for their support the swall -,

contributione that the people were able to give them.

Methodist Episcopal Church.—In a very early day, probably
early in the thirties, Rev. James Mayfield organized a church of
this denomination in the vicinity of War Eagle Mills. Prior to
1839 Rev. Walter Thornberry organized a Methodist church st
his residence in the southern part of the co ; in the vicinity
of Wager's Mills. Rev. Bwaggerty, was a minister of

thirties, and perhaps later. Martin and Walter, so
Thornberry, Sr., both became Methodist preachers. Other
Methodist churches were established in the county in an early
day, and when the separation took place, in 184445, nearly all
the members thereof united with th&'Methodist Episcopal Church,

.
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South, thus leaving the ‘original church without an organization
in the county, and so it remained until 1882 when Rev. O. R.
Brant, formerly of Eureka Springs, organized a sociéty under a
brush arbor at Rogers, with seven members, thrée or four of
whom belonged to his own family. About the same time an
organization of the church was effected at Siloam Springs. Since

that time all ieties of the Methodist Episcopal Church in
the county n organized, and all belohg to the Bogeni
District of the,

Conference, with Elder Mattox presidinge
The county is divided into stations and circuits.as follows:
Rogers’ station includes one mouthly appointment at Springdale
in Washington County; Rev. H. H. Scroggs, who lives at Rogers, is
the station pregcher. The Bentonville station includes one monthly
appointment at Cave Springs, and Rev. William Buck, residing
at Bentbnville, is thg station ‘ministcr. The Siloam Springs
station includes only the city of Siloam Springs, and the present
station minister is Rev. J. M. Jackson. The Mason Valley cir-
cuit consists of appéintments at the following places: Sprinétown,
Harmony, Moter's Chapel and Dripping Springs; Rev. John
Welch is the preacher on this circuit. War Eagle Mills dircuit
consists of War Eagle Mills, Hickory Creek and Silver Springs;
Rev. La Fayette Mason is the minister on this circuit. The
Wheeler circuit, in Washington County, has one or two appoint-

~ments in Benton County.

After organizing the church at Rogers, Rev. Brant remained
and preached three years, and was succeeded by Rev. Matlix,
who alsa preached three years~ The church edifice at this place
was erectad in 1884, and the one at Bentonvillein 1857-55, The
¢hurch-at Bentonville was organized in June, 1557  Thewsggre-
gste membership of the Methodist Episcopal Church in Benton,
County is about 370. .

Cumberland Presbylerian Church.—The first organization
of this denomination in Benton County wss formed about the
year 1830, near the present site of Bentonville, being some Jis-
tance east thereof. -The second one was organized at Pea Ridge,
and about the same time or a little later one was organized at
Mayéville. Revs. Andrew and John Buchanan, ministers of this
denomination, were pioneer preachers in Benton County during

o -
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the thirties, and are claimed-+to have been the first

}
religious work-.

ers in the territory of the county. They were great workers in
the cause of Christianity. Up to the time of the outhreak of the
Civil War Rev. John Buchanan had preached in every county of
Arkansas then organized. Following are the names of the' sey-
eral churches of thisdenomination now existing in Benton County,
together with the names of the pastors thereof: Bentonville, Rey.

. F. T. Charlton; Woods, two miles east of Bentonville, Pea Ridge

and Rogers, Rev. PeteriCarnahan; Maysville, Rev. Johns: Si.
loam,Rev. J. D. Rush. The aggregate membership of these
churches is about 500-or upward. = Outside of thess organizations
there is a number of members of this denomination within the

county.

Buphal Church.—The first Baptist society organized i ip Ben.
ton County was the-one known now as * Twelve Corners.”” It was
‘organized in 1842, in the log cabin residente of “William Reddick,

at the place where the famous Elkhorn tavern now stands. It
was organized by Elders J. F. Mitchell and Charles B. Whitéley,

the latter of whom resided in what is now Carroll

County. 'Sev.

eral years before that time Elder Whiteley had organized a church

.on War Eagle Creek, a short distance south of the Benton County

lige. . He, like many other men, had certain peculiarities, one of
which was a desire to' preach his own funeral sermon.. About a
year before he died he announced to the public that if ho lived to

reach the age of fifty years he would then preac

h his own fu-

neral sermon; and if he did not reach that age he had a man
selected to preach the sermon at his death. He lived to the de-

sired age and preached his own funeral sermon in

Praine Town-

ship, in Carroll County, near where he lived. After the sermon

he gave a public dinner at his house, to which he
friends. Many partook of his hospitality, and jgi
e18és of this pleasant and joyful occasion.

As time pessed -and settlements increased”
churches were organized throughout ghe county.

invited all. his
ed in the exer-

e Baptist
Mount

Zion Baptist Association was organized in Carroll County in
1840, and wheo churches ‘of this denomination were organized

in Beaton County they joined the association.

In 1886 the

chirches of Benton. County, formefly belonging to this associa-

*

BSpring Creek, J. C. Roberteon; Springtown, same; Spavinaw,

_Hall; Twelve Corners, W. R. Mahuren; Wager's Miff, J. ¢ Rob-
ertson; Walnut Hill,

ty, and Rev. B. C. Matthews, of Springdale, the station minister,
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tiou, formed the Benton County Baptist Association. The first

session -of this association was held at Corner Spriugs Baptist

Church, in the western part of the county; the second session at

Pleasant Hill Baptist Chiurch, near Rogeru and the third and last

one was held in the Baptist Church at Siloam Spring, in Sep-

tember of the present year (1885). This church has become very -

strong. and. in bers is the strongest one in the county.

According to tl%nbliahed minutes of the second session of the |

Benton County. "Baptist Association (those of the third sesgion -

not being published yet), there were the following named churches

of that denomination in Benton Cuunt), with pastors’ names .

annexed, and” a total membership of 1,971, to wit: Bentonville, i

I. R. Hall and J. B. Stark; Bloomington, W. F. Greent Butler .

Creek, G. W. Setser; Bethesda, I. R. Hall; Corner Springs, Jo. ;3:
3
3

At

seph Setsér; Elm Springs, J. C. Robertson; Flint Creek. Joseph
Setser; Honey Creek, E. J. Hogan; Illinois, E. 8. Gibbs; Mount
Pleasant, G. W. Setser; Mount Enterprise, same; Mason Valley,
L. Hine; Maysville, — Nelson; New Prospect, G. P. Rodgers;
Pleasant Grove, 1. R. Hall; Plemmnt Site, A. J. Maxwell; Pleas-
ant Hill, J. Dubagin; Pea Rldge A. J. Maxwell: Rogers, J

Duuagln Siloam, A. J. Estes; Southern Grove, S. S. Graham :

; Sulphar Bpnnga J. W. West; Temperance Hill, 1. R.

; Cherokee City, L. Hine; Loue
Valley, S. B. Ford; thirty-one in all.

Methodist Episcopal Church, South.—This church, after its
organization in 1844-45, continued to grow in strength, and now
it has twenty-four separate organizations,.and a membersisp of
1.600 in the county of Benton. The several organizations fori
an integral part of the Fayetteville District of the Arkansas Con-
ference, of which Rev.-James A. Peebles is the present presiding
elder. The church of this denomination at Bentonvilie hins been
made a *“ station,” and Rev. T. J. Reynolds is the present station
minister. Another ‘“station’ is composed of the churches at
Rogers, in Benton County, and Springdale, in Washington Coun-

preaches alternately at these places. The Bentonville Circuit

-~
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lies northeast -of the city- ‘of Bentonville, comprising the Pes
Ridge country. It consists of Tuck’s, Buttram’s, Hileman's and
Post Oak chapels; Rev. W. M. Baldwin is the rider on this cir.

cuit.  The Clifta Mission lies east of the Bentonville Circuit anpd *

east of the St. Louis & San Francisco Railroad ) Rev. R. P. Hard.
castle is the minister of this mission. The Center Point Circuit
lies south of Bentonville, and consists of the churches kfiown as
Center Point, Oakley's Chapel and Hebron; Alex. Matthis
is the circuit preacher. The Siloam Circuit lies in the sonth.
western part of Benton County, and is composed of the ehurch st
Siloam Bprings, and at Cincinpati, in Washington County. and
other country churches; Rev. J. H. Meyers is the circuit minis.
ter. The Bloomfield Circuit lies in thie west central portiou
of the county, and consista of the churches, st Bloomfiel aud
Maysville and some country ghurches. _Between this~aud th«
Bentonville Circuit is a, larg® tract b['couutry not inecluded in
any circuit, but in which thewchurch does missionary work. The
valup of the church property belonging to the M ethodist Episco.
pal Church, South, in Benton County, is reported at 310,50,
Thire are twenty-one local preachers of this denomination in the
county. The number of Sunday-schools is sixteen, with !
scholars belonging to them. The church has occasionally il
camp-meetings at Buttram's Chapel, and is making afrangements
to hold ‘annnal camp- meetings there hereafter. The member-
ship of this church is fairly incréasing, and the several orgnm
- zations are doing good work.

Christian Church.—Elder Larkin Scott, now of Bentonville.
sattléd near the Osage Springs in 1856, and upon inquiry found
only one organization of the Christian Churck in Benton County:
and that one was located on Spavmaw Creek, about sixteen miles
west of Bentonville. - The preachgesin charge was Elder Good-
night. The following year, .upon 8&Ngitation, this' elder organ-
ized a society of the Christian denomiin®jon at the house of Mr.
Scott, where they continued to worship ant¥ the outbreak of the
Civil War. Up to this time no other organizations of this church
existed in Behton County, and the first one organized after the
war closed was thé one at Bentonville, which was organized in
the fall of 1885, principally through.the instrumentality ofLarkiu

8 #

- " é -

" discourse in February following,

-
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Scott, who was elected as elder thereof, and preached his first
Since that time a large num-
ber of organizations of the Christian Church has been formed in
the county, of which the following is a Jist of their names or lo-
calities, together with the names of the elders preaching at each,
so far as they are supplied: Bentonville, E. T. Russeil; Mays-
vill R. Beaman; Rogers, Lowell and Wire Springs, Larkin

:\Pea Ridge, Prof. J. R. Roberts; Oak Grove and Antioc,
W. 8 Herman; Nebo, J. C. Lawson; Gordon*Holl®. Bloom-
field and Cheéiokee City, no regular preacher; Robinson. John

Leonard; Siloan Springs, -— Marshall; Mason Valléy, Dr. G. W.

Robinson; Brightwater, John Nantz: Roller's Ridge. no regu-

 lar ' preacher; church north of Pea Ridge Academy, M. L. Banks;

bead of Sugar Creek, Elder Inman. This makes nineteen church
organizations of this denomination within the county, all of
which have been organized since the Civil War closed. Estimat-
ing the sverdge membership of all of these organizations at forty.
five, the aggregate would be 855 members, wlnch is believed to
be a fair estimate. ¢

In May, 1887, Elder Larkin Scott, at (be age of sev
baptized and took into church fellowship ** Uncle Dick * B¢ umett,
whose age, according to best information, was one bundred and
nine years. Mr. Bennett had never made a profession of religion,
and at the age of one hundred and nine years he concluded that
it was time to prepare for death. He voted the Democratic
ticket at the last election (September, 1888), and «till lives at
this writing.

Presbyterian Church.—Of tlua denomination there never has
been but one organization in Benton County. "It was organized
about 154445 at the head waters of the Osage, six miles south-

- west of Bentonrille, by Rev. Cephas Washburn, who resided

there, and was missionary, by appointment, for the Cherokee
[ndians. He preached there about six yeams, until the church
was discontinued at that place. It was reorganized at Benton-

. ville about 1852 by Rev. Joshua F. Green, of Little Rock. and

Rev. 'W. K. Marshall, of Van Buren, Ark., and Rev. A. . Mor-

rison, of Bentonville. The latter served as pestor of the church

until he was killed, during the war, while returning from mill.
» .l';‘ A
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lies northeast of the city of Bentonville, comprising the Pes
Ridge country. It consistd of Tuck’s, Buttram's, Hileman's aud
Post Oak chapels; Rev. W. M. Baldwin is the rider ou this cir.
cuit. The Clifta Mission lies east of the Bentonville Circuit and
east of the 8t. Louis & San Francisco Railroad; Rev. R. P. Hard.
castle is the minister of this mission. The Center Point Ciroui
lies south of Bentonville, and consists of the churches kuown us
Center Point, Oskley's Chapel and Heb;on: Alex. Matthis
-8 the circuit preacher. The Siloam Circuit lies in the south.
western part of Benton*County, and is composed of the chur b at
Siio## Springs, and at Cincinnati, in Washington Connty, and
other country churches; Rev. J. H. Meyers is the circuit mins-
ter. The Bloomfield Circuit lies in the west central portion
of the county, and consists of theschurches at Bloomfield st
Maysville and some country churches. Between this and th-
Bentonville Circuit is a large. tract of. c(mnuy not.ificluded §
mv circuit, but in which the chureh does mlsﬂinnu)‘ work. Il-
value of the church property belonging to the Methodist Epi-co
“pal Church, South, in_Beuton County, is reported at 31f.7500
' There are twenty-one local preachers of this denomination in th-
county. - The number ‘of Sunday-schools is sixteen, with 'wi)
scholars belonging to them. The church has occasionally held
enmp-meetings at Buttram's Chapel, and is making arrangements
to hold aonual camp-meetings thére hereafter. The member-
ship of this charch is fairly increasing, and the several organi-
zations are doing good work. -

Christiin: Church.—Elder Larkin_Scott, now of Bentouville

settled néar the Osage Springs in 1536, and upon inquiry found
only one npgamznt.mu of the Christian Church in Benton County:

angd that oue was located on Spavinaw Creek, about sixteen mil--
west of Bentonville. Theé preacher in charge was Elder Good-

night.  The following year, upon solicitatio is elder organ-
iz&d a society'of the Christian denomination a¥%e house of Mr
Scott, where they continued to worship until thé obgbreak of the
Civil War. Up to this time no other organizations of ¥is church
existed in Benton County, and the first one organized after the
war closed was the one at Bentonville, which was organized in
tha fall of 18435, principally throngh the xnstrumentahty of Larkin

’
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Scott, who was elecied as elder thereof, and preached his first :

discourse in February following. Since that time a large num-

. ber of organizations of the Christian Church has been formed in

the county, of which the following is a list of their names or lo-
calities, together with the names of the,elders preaching ut each,
so far as they are supplied: Bentonville, E. T. Russell; Mays-
ville, 8. R. Beaman; Rogers, Lowell and Wire Springs, Larkin
Scott; Pea Ri of. J. R. Roberts; Odk Grove and Antioch,
W. S Hermtﬁ%?bo. J. C. Lawson; Gordon Hollow, Bloom-
field and Cherokee City, no regular preacher; Robinson, doling
Leonard; Siloam Springs, - ~— Marshall; Mason Valley, Dr. G. W.
Robinson; Brightwater, John Nantz; Roller's Ridge. no regu-
lar preacher church north of Pea Ridge Academy, M. L. Banks;
head of Sugar €reek, Elder Inman. This makes nineteen church
organizations of this denomination within the county, all of
which have been organized since the Civil War closed.  Estimat-
ing the average membership of all of these organizations at forty-
five, the aggregate, would be 855 members, which is believed to
be a fair estimate.

In May. 1887, Elder Larku; ‘Beott, at the age of seventy,
baptized and took into church fellowship ** Uncle Dick " Bennett,
whose age, according to best information, was one hundred and

.- uine years. Mr. Bennett had never made a profession of religion,

and at the age of one hundred and nine years he concluded that

it was time to prepare for death. He voted the Democratic

ticket at the lttelectlonﬂ('September 1888), and still lives at
this writing.

Presbyterian Church.—Of this denomination there never Tins
been but one organization in Benton County. It-was organized
sbout 1844-45 at the head waters of the Osage, six miled®outh-
west of Bentonville, by Rev. Cephas Washburn, who resided
there, and was missionary by appointment, for the Cherokee
Indians. - He preached there about six years, until the church
was discontinued at that place. It was reorganized at Benton-
ville about 1852 by Rev. Joshua F. Green of Little Rock. and
Rev. W. K. Marshall, of Van Buren, Ark., and Rev. A. W. Mor-
rison, of Bentonville. The latter served as pastor of the church
until he was killed, during the war, while returning from mill.
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On February 5, 1870, the church vis‘agnin. reorganized, this
time by Rev. C. M. Richards, an evangelist under the Arkansas
Presbytery, assisted by Rev. W. A. Sample. Rev. Richards re.
msined and preached until his death, which occurred August 27
1872, The congregation was without a pastor until July 1, 1873,
when Rev. D. C. Boggs took charge as stated supply, and still
stands in that relation to it. The present membership of the
chureh numbers fifty-eight, and they are scattered throughout
the county. The Sabbath-schoo! hgs a fair average attendance.
and is kept up thgoughout the year. A. W. Dinsmore is the
superintendent. The fine brick edifice of this denomination was
erected in 1877.
The Congregationalists have a church at Rogers, and also at
Siloam Springs, and the Society of Friends have a church at ghe

latter p'uce.. There may be a few organizations of other denomi-

nations, not herein mentioned, in the county. A

The chiurches of all denominations in the towns.and villages
sustain“Sunday-schools throughout the year, while most of them
in the country have their Sunday-schools during the summer
months. *

TR S
*

DN COUNTY.

David Adams. Prominent among the progressive and successful farmers 8t -

Benton County, Ark., maybe méntioned Mr. Adams, who was born and reared in
Coles County, 11, and came to Arkansas in 1886, purchasing the farm of 550
acres on which he now livea.. Three hundred acres of the land aresituated in the
Osage Valley, and his reside is pleasantly situated on a high hill. He was
born June 26, 1849, and his first presidential votc was cast for Gen. Grant, who
was then running for his second term. He is s memberof the 1.0.0.F., and May,
1878, was married to Miss Hunnah Harns, who was born an® reared in Hlinofs.
Their union has been blessed jn the birth of three children: Grace, Jefferson
and Fannie. Mr. Adams is a son of John J. and Nancy C. (Drydfn) Adams.
who were of English descent, and came from Tennessee to Illinols in 1830,
assisting in the early settlement of that State. The father was a soldier in the
Bluk:gf-wk and Mexican wars and fhe Civil War, and died in 1878. He was first
married to Martha Gammil, by whein he had seven children: William E. (de-
ceased), Elizabeth, wife of Rufus Brown; Eliza, wife of Dr, Reel, of Oakland,
Il ; Martha, wife of Thomas West; Margaret, wife of John Grimes, and John,
who died during the late war, at Pocahontas, Ark. After the mother's death the
father married Nancy C. Dryden, who became the mother of one child, David.
G. L. Alegander, druggist, Rog:m. Ark., and ope of ‘the prominent citizens

of Benton County, was born in Elbert County, Ga., in 1838, His father, Elijah
Alexandes,“ was bofn in Northfield: Mass.. and whena young man Immigrated
to Georgia, wherc he met and married Miss Savanpall Wilhight, and by her
became the father of four children, G. L. Alexsnder being the eldest of their
children. The father was a farmer by occupation, and died near Independence,
Mo., on a steamboat while on his way to Californis; his wife in 1864, while in
Georgis. G. L. Alexander was reared and educated in Georgia, and when the
at Civil War broke out joined the Confederate army, and was a member of
ngstreet’s corps. He waa quite severely wounded, and while home on fur-
lough his mother died. Afier recovering from his wound he rejoined his com-
mand and served until the close of the war. He rose to the rank of first lieu-
tenant, and afterward, for distinguished service at the battle of Fussell's Mills,
he was promoted to the rank of captain, and served in this capucity with Com-
pany C, Fifteenth Georgis Regiment. Mr. Alexander has a pumber of inter-
esting relics of the war in_ his posséssion, amopg which is a pistol witl which
be shot Lis way through a Federal regiment at the battle of Gettyshurg. Two
of his brothers were also Confederate soldier:, and the following are some of
the battles in-which' they participated: Fredericksburg, Yurktown, Williams-
burg, Ricbmond, Malvérn Hill, sccond Manacsas, Gordonville, -Wilderness,

‘Bpotisylvania snd numerous others of lesser note. Mr. Alexander has been

married three times, The first time to Miss Emma Trenchard, who died after
four years of married life. He was next married in Kansas to a Miss Early, a
New York lady, and after her death was married, in Arksnsas, to Miss Hattie
Camden. Wb{le in Georgia Mr. Alexander dealt in cotton and other articles of
merchandise, and after moving to Kansas followed various occupations for
twelve years. Tn'1881 he came to Rogers, Ark., and engaged in the drug busi-
ness, and by his- hovesty, energy and efforts tq please has o large and paylog

!nt. He'is a stanch Democrat.




