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There was no distinctively Highland settlement in South Carolina, although there was quite an influx of
emigrants of this class into the province. Efforts were made to divert the Highlanders into the new
settlements. As early as 1716 Governor Daniel informed the Assembly that he had bought thirty of the
Highland Scots rebels at £30 per head, for whom the London agent had petitioned, and requested power
1o purchase more. This purchase was sanctioned by the Assembly, but wished no more "till we see how
these behave themselves.” On August 4th another issue of £15000 in bills was authorized to be stamped
to pay for these Scots, who were to be employed as soldiers in defending the province.

Inducements were held out to the Highlanders, who had left their homes after the battle of Culloden, to
settle in South Carolina. The "High Hills of Santee," which lie between Lynche's creek and the Wateree, in
what is now Sumter County, were designed for them. The exiles, however, baffled by contrary winds, were
driven into the Cape Fear, and from thence a part of them crossed and settled higher up, in what is now
Darlington County, the rest having taken up their abode in North Carolina.

The war fever engendered by the Revolution was exhibited by these people, some of whom, at least, took
up arms against their adopted country. October 31, 1776, at Charleston, South Carolina, the following,
who had been taken prisoners by the navy, signed their parole, which also stipulated that they should go
to Salisbury, North Carolina:

Dun McNicol, Cap. R.H.E., Hugh Fraser, Lieut. R.H.E., Dun MacDougall, Walter Cunningham, Angus
Cameron, Laughlin McDonald, Hector McQuary, Alexr. Chisholm.

"We also undertake for Neal McNicol, James Fraser, Alexr. McDonald & David Donaldson, that they shall
be on the same footing with ourselves."[195]

"Jany 28. 177.

These are to certify that Duncan Nicol, Hugh Fraser, Alex. Chisholm, Angs. Cameron, Lach. MacDonald,
Hector McQuarrie, Walter Cunningham. Duncan MacDougall. Alen. McDonald, David Donaldson, Jas.
Fraser. Niel McNicol—prisoners of war from the neighboring state of South Carolina have been on Parole
in this town and within ten miles Y. of for upwards of ten weeks—during which time they have behaved
themselves agreeable to their Parole and that they are now removed to Halifax by order of the
commanding officer of the District, in order to be forwarded to the northward agreeable to order of
Congress.

(Signed) Duncan McNicol, Capt., Hugh Fraser, Lieut. R.H.E., Alex. McDonald, James Fraser, David
Donaldson, Niel McNicol, Alex Chisholm, Angus Cameron, Lach McDonald, Hector McQuarrie, Walter
Cunningham, Privates, Dun, McDougall, Ensign.

N.B. The Parole of the prisoners of war above mentd was sent to the Congress at Halifax, at their last
sitting. They are now sent under the direction of Capt. Martin Fifer—Certified by orders of Committee at



Salisbury this 28 Jan'y, 1777.

(Signed) May Chambers, Chr. Com."[196]
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