“ITHE

FAMILY OF ABERCROMBY

,BY
CAVENDISH D. ABERCROMBY

www.genealogy-books.com
Found at Battle Creek Library, Jonesboro GA
-

ABE#!)!:'.EN: WILLIAM SMITH & SONS
THE BON-ACCORID PRESS

1927



THE GENEALOCY OF
P ] MMH FAMILY
or
SOUTH OAROLINA AND GEORGIA
,BY

T, F. ABERCROMBIR

L=

www.genealogy-books.com
Found at Battle Creek Library, Jonesboro GA



CHAPTER II.
HUMPHRY DE ABERCROMBY

thickly populated island, and it was about the end of the eleventh century that
they obtained the lands of Abzrcromby oa the east coast of Fife, from which
they came to derive their name. )

According to some writérs the name itself is derived from Aber—cneaning
beyond, and Crombie—a bend or crook, ia allusion to the neighbouring bend,
OF promontory of Fuiww.genealogy-bo EET: &sboro BD 20 strongly com-
tested by other autifound at Bﬂqeipsgepeu la)rg’ only permissible to regard It as
RN uncertain point, albeit highly probable.

During the next two centuries the name appears to have been
confined to the County of Fife, and it is not until the beginning of the
fourteenth century that the Northern House are found o possezsion of the

The Brst of the line whoummehumedowntonhﬂumphryd'
Abercromby, the ancestor before mmtionec_l, who heads every known pedigree
of the Northern House. His charter of Harthill, from King Robert the Bruce
in 1315, is vouched for by Nisbet in hig ** History of Heraldry," published ia
1710, as having been in existence at Birkenbog in his (Nisbet's) day.
.;lccordipg to Nisbet, Humphry was himself 2 soa of the House of A
in Fife, but in any case the evidence of 30 good an authority on a matter of
his own personal knwlcdgéf must be coaclusive as regards the au
of the charter, as well as 1o Humphry being the head of the family at that date,
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possession of Humphry's Successor, Ak-under, and they continued to be

** The sirname of Abemie, like others of great utiqu}ty. it local, ’
taken from the lands of Abercrombie in Fife which were the carljest

Pro homagis ¢ 5ervitio suo as the charter bears, which is still extant and
in the custody of Sir James Abercrombie of Birkenbog. It is w ithout
date, but appears to haye been about 135, the seventh year of the King's
reign, and immediately afge, the Bartle of Bannockbum, when (he
Immortal Monaroh, began to reward the loyalty and valour of such of his
subjects as had served him hitherto with merit and fidelity., Abercrombie
of Birkenbug-, since the extinctigg_gnp:e family of that Ik, is looked upon

2 -bool
a3 Chief of thwww.gen onaEs boy,ﬂmtﬂtafﬁﬁﬁaight Barronet. He
carries the pricoyoghp %ﬁo‘ the Nmr'm-."

neighbourhood of Ardoun, or Ardoyne, g district in which the family received
a further charter of lands about 1340, which they il retained in 1630, and
possibly even later. :

A daim seems to haye been put forward a one time by the Abercrombies

~ in the North to o descent separate and apart from Fife, which may serve to

explain the meaning of some remarkable statements made by Sir George



hhm'ﬁwﬁzing-. "A.omumdscuﬁlhl?mlhilnnwm
Charters,”’ -tillpru«vedinlhc Advocates' Libeary in

Afger men in these ** Writings "' that the were said
to have come from Ireland in the reigo the dis-
unguubadlprdhdvmu‘ouontodhﬂetoam&lth.whﬂﬁw
"Abuu'ombyolenedden" 16 the effect ™' that he was " put of
a descent COOteMPOTATY with that of the earliest the House of

own satisfaction, by enquiring why, in that case, Pitmedden had not taken his
surname from his own lands instead of that of Abercromby from the lands
granted to his brother. To this he adds the qualifying statement ** Abir-
crumbie of Birkenbog is the peincipall Cadet of the Family, is Parronet and
now reputed Cheiff, and carries the principall Armes of the Family with the
motto ¢ Mercy 'is my Desyre,' ' in all of which he is quite correct.

In spite of some obvious misstatements, it cannot be supposed that Sir
George Mackenzie was altogether without knowledge of the subject o8 which
he wrote. It is also well established that he was perfectly acquainted with
the family and their, gffairs at the time, and could not poasibly have been
ignorant of the I-amﬁﬁ:ﬁl&?&gﬂokmonirkmw were oae and the same
Fouse, It might be inferred siflo Creek LibranyeJonesbdfo GAE *° * carlier line
ol Pitmedden preyious to Humphry, which would put &n end to any idea that
Humphry was & son of the Southern House

The Royal Charter, granted by King James the Sixth in 1588 to the then
Alexander of Pitmedden and Birkenbog) in which the latter is designed o
that ik, is the onlypicce of evidence that might seem to point to the existenct
of such a claim, of to its receiving oMe recognition from the Crown. A
certain dividing off {rom the main line of Abercromby 0 Fife is knows to have
taken place early in the thirteenth century, when a cadet branch of the family
took to thempelves 2 fresh name with their newly acquired lands, and became
the Balcaskics of that Ik, whe died out towards the end of the fourteenth
century. Sir George Mackenzie WAS therefore right in his contention in 30 far
that if the separation of the Northern House from the earlier Fife line had
taken place at o early a date, they would no doubt have become ihe

that the separation of the lines did not occur until & later peﬂod. when the

; -ancient practice of taking & name from the family lands had ceased to be

-
This brings us down to a date neardy approaching 1o that of Humphry,

and the question resolves itself into whether he was, of was not, the first of
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&gliaeofl’emthgn;thrﬂl’,hgptinumhhb&'!qandhkwﬁy
of notice that his place and generation o distinctly marked out in the history
of the Abercrombies of that Iik, as will presently be shown. _

Pitmedden seems to have been almost an obsession in the minds of these
authorities, as even Nisbet says elsewhere in his writings :—** There was
another old Familie of Abercrombie designed of Pitmedden. Ferquhard
Abercrombie, Bishop of Caithness, is witness to a Charter of Agnes, dsughter
of Patrick Mordington of the date 1321."" Obviously, however, Bishop
Ferquhard was of the same generation as Humphry and probably his brother.
Crawford in his ** Peerage " of 1716 coatents himself with the remark that
" One of Birkenbog's predecessors was Humphry Abercrombie, who got a
charter from King Robert I. of Harthill and Ardun, and has since allied with
the families of Errol, Findlater and others.'*

The spelling of the name of Abercromby has given rise o some
speculation, especially upon the *' y ' or ** ie '* at the end, and the writer has
frequently been applied to for information oo this point. The explanation is,
however, simple. - :

The "'y " and ' ie ” have always been interchangesble in Scotland, as

ma beueninlhe#ﬂ‘mg Y50 0 ie, i ly, which are often
f au)r':d spelt in both w%l;'nl gﬁ%@ﬁﬁ%ﬁi@m@ E‘g}f’ thyilng is found with
the name of Abercromby. In the earliest times in Fife it is ** Abyrcrumby,'
and it continued to be spelt Abircrumby both in Fife and in the North until the
sixteenth century, when notaries and writers began to make use of the ** je
at the end. In spite of this, the Northern Family kept steadily to the older way
of spelling, and there arc many deeds in which the ' ie *' is used throughout
the whole of the document where the family signatures appear at the end with
the ** y.* In its too feequent appearances in the Privy Council Recorde it is
Abircrumby in the sixteenth and Abercrombie in the scventeenth cemttiries,
this applying to both branches of the family, In the seventeesth and

* eighteenth centuries the ** ie " was in almost universal use. Abercromby is
+ the modern, as it was the original, version of the name, but many families who

bear it in the present day still prefer to adhere to the mode of the seventeeath
century.

It also appears to be the case that the notaries of that century were
permitted to take their own way in the matter, even by the authorities of the
Crown. It may be owing to this license oo their part that in spite of the un.
doubted fact that the family signatures of this date are rarely found without
thé “* y," yet the original Patent of Baronetcy in February, 1636, confers the
title of Knight Baronet upon ** Sir Alexander Abircroanbie of Birkenbolg.'

&



CHAPTER 134

THE ABERCEOMEIES OF THAT 1LX

"RADITION, rather perhaps than Official Authority, has slwnys supplied
thmcdtbeorigindtmndudlhe?mnu.udhuﬂww

the Court of King Malkcolm, as is said to have been the case with others of the
old Fife families of similar date and origin.

This may be taken to imply that the founder of the family held the im-
portant position in those days, or at any other time, for that matter, of Master
, of the Roya! Household or Kifcbc-“kioo géohfn twellth century very little is known

of the family or Wﬁf’%@w 3%25 EiBrafy- JohEsboreiGARrance of the name
in charters. Thomas of us, evidently Abercromby, is found as witness
to a charter of the end of the century. So frequently does this name Appear
in the Heads of the Abercrombies of that ilk in later times, that the Thomas
of the twelfth century may be identified with some conBdence 23 the chief of
the family at this period, in which case he may be presumed to be the fother
of John Cocus de Abircromby, who is found about 1205. By this time there
were several cadets of the family, one of whom-—as has already been mentioned
—founded a line of his own.

In a charter of Alexander IL, of the date November 5, 1223, the lands of
Balcaskie in Fife were confirmed to Juan or John, son of Nigel Cocus, and is
& later charter of about 1250 the names of the witnesses are Joha Cocus de
Abercromby, Richard Cocus de Abercromby, and John Cocus de Balcaskie
(Wood's ** East Neuk of Fife ") The last-mentioned family assomed the
name of their lands, but the Balcaskies of that ilk died out before the end of
the fourteenth century, : .

Joha Cocus, or Coquus, de Abercromby seems to have been the last of the
family to make use of the prefix to the name. He was probably somewhat
advanced in life at this date, and may have died not long after, as by 1370,

[ ]



mEdurdcbeFimalEn‘lmd_ It may well be, however, thet as
case of many others, their signatures were given under more or less
jon, as though the name of William, the father, does not appear agaio,
of his son Jobn of Abercromby is found on a Roll of the Knights and
Barons of Fife who are summoned to take part in a Court of Justice held at
- Cupar by King Robert the First in 1312. The place of the Northern Humphry
~ must be sought in this generation, if he was, as stated by Nisbet, a son of the
Fife House, and it is here found as a son of William de Abercromby, a brother
of John, and to all appearance a more ardent adherent of the Roya! Bruce than
either of these personages.

The dates work our e follows :—In 1305 Jobn of Abevcromby in Fife
makes his first appesrance ay a young man sigaing the Regvan Roll with hi
father. fo vira he i tariied among the Barons of Fife. 1In Y33 v 13g,
Humghry reesives hos = ﬁealojydlﬁﬁlﬁaﬁﬁmzz.s‘z 5. Their Hves bogh end in the
d}nc;im of 1340, w?;vﬁtﬁw%&ﬁrﬁ?‘ﬁga%gg o bﬂggﬁﬁdm carry on their
diverging lines,

After 1340 & preat sitilarity of names is found in the meut pensrationg of
both fines. Humphry is succeeded in the North by his heir Alexander de
Abercromby of Petmathen, while John is foliowed in his Fife Barony by ki
heir, also an Alexander de ehbercromby, whe was for mamy years Shor
Perth, znd died sbout 1375 as is shown by the fact o L b mide, Alicis, )
to pay z fine of twenty marks in that year for MArCVIng too soon wlizs hes
husbang's death, ’

The heir of the Northern Alexander wasg David de Abcmmhy, who is
described as ' ancestor of Rirkenbog," and as the name of David is also found
in the Southern family at a somewhat later date, it has been supposed thet
Alexander's sucoessor may also have borme that hame, though there is no
actual proof of this, but by the beginning of the fifteenth century there was
admittedly a John de Abercromby in hoth families. 1If, however, John and
Humphry of Abercromby wers brothers, the similarity of names in these
generaivens fq eanly accointed for by the near rdlﬁonghip existing at the
e hetwsen gt thege differeng prsong, '
A tharter at Forglen shows that Mexardor of Petmativen hag wircreded
Humpiiey by about 1540, Jike the charter of Hyrhin it is without date—ize
age bavi‘:l;;; estatlished Ly the names of fhe Wilhessey.

It is & grans fixuny
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mw»mam.mgmﬂ% moltian), of |

half of the lands of Ardoun (Ardbesyire), in the Haltows of As - e :

mhmmwmmdmﬁ A Vg
Kaight, and joha de Porlistoun; Bishop William de Daye e Boo |

dMlmtmhlmM]uthoﬂm-w-hlﬂl“-‘ ;
mhhﬂuﬁu&-th»ﬁth“h“ﬁ,ﬁ;hﬂ <)

in most cases rangeWVWLGE 3 ; T
Many years latfP4P38 %ntfﬁ 474 -Hr%er{f%mgm with thelr
hiuuuk,WfrumMupm’-eldutbm&nr,duuSth
lcﬂic,mdhheldutmmdhcir,Sierndﬁum.nMdﬁo
hndsdAuquhortiu,Authmﬂ,:nchiMintbcpuhhdllMln*
Garioch—-the charter being of the date, May 30, 1391,
Sierrrv!ud'ﬁsignedmto{hhhndnmmpmwy.hl*
tohisddptmhilmlwdoin‘mbein'nphhﬁh&t“Hbtaryd
thclndiu"umed“pmlablyfmmheingduhtmd“" At thid -
time David de Abercromby sod his wife must have been married for st least
mw;wdcmds&Ande.h«fma,wqummm
phu:atmdnt:epmiouno:;g.aodmtbeumhanbunuym
umthaﬂiatenudlhcuquimdmlhheln. Sir Norman Leslie, who wes
muﬁ&hhfatbahmem.pwyinmd&o
mig'utiondtheuuminhhf.mr.-urvhedonlynnry&utthe,dy’.‘
hﬂummr.mdthu'pmhghhlm«,wbmdu&“lﬂm
until 1308 Dniddeﬁhercmbymnothanboenbaddﬂn!imht
methnnnbddperiod,ifindeedbemﬁndhhh&w.m.nh
"f;gtbeuhomdud.mdhadhunmcmaddbyhhddmmmﬂr.m
&Aw&awh,ug&"]dmd.ﬁbﬂmmmh,.ladd'“&t
Pcmﬂuy.whhwmiamdeﬂhdhﬂ,htddlumjmhudvﬁﬂ
mﬂmmumwmn'lmutm»'m'
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" John of Abercromby in Fife gives place towards the middle of the Sftosath
| century, to his successor, Thomas of that llk. On June 4th, 1457, Humphey of
" Abercromby received from King James 11, appareatly durieg & Reyul pragress
" or visit to Aberdeen, i frah: e ci%ms!bﬁoﬁﬂ laads of Petmathes,
* called for the first time therein Pitmedden, with Harthill, Petmachy, and others,
which had been previously resigned into the K“'l hands * b’ the said
Humphry " for that purpose. The lands of Petmathen and Petmathly, later
known as Pitmedden and Pitmachie, were portions of the same estate, which
was for many years called irrespectively by sither name,
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Fifth District Med. Soc,; Med, Assn, of Ga.; Atlanta
Men's Garden Club (Past Pres.). Hobby; Cultivation
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| ecutive secrelary

Dr. Abercrombie, who lived in
the Condler Hotel, Decatur, was
born in Douglasville and moved
o Alanta in
1917, BT

A graduate of PRS0 S
the Atlanta Cel- S “5 E
lege of FPhysi- Fifs"
cians @nd  Sup.
geons, n X
ory  Univéd¥fi§ 3

he became ex-

of the State
Board of Heaith
and  served it
that capacity [or
30 years. In 1924 he was appointed
by the U. 5. surgeon peneral to
study healih conditiaus 1n Eurepe
for the League of Nulions,

Lir. Abercrmmble

Dr. Abercrombie was president
ol the Stale of Provincial Health
Authorily in 1935 and won the
L. G. Hardman Cup presenled by
the Medical Association of Gear-
Ria lor “‘distinguished service o
public health.”

He completed s 30 years in
1847 and retired. In 1952 his book,
“llistory of Public IHeallh fin
Georgia," was published.

Dr. Abercrombie wes 2 mem-
ber of the Decaiur Presbyterian
Churchi. He was » member of the

T -

Dr. Thomas F. Abercrombie,

Health Leader, Dies at 80

Dr. Thomas F. Abercrombie, 80, director emeritus of the State
Department of Public Health, disd Sunday in & private hospital,

d Miss Francis Clark Morris,
‘ g i}gﬁﬁgs o GA; & daughter,
rs. ardo P. Calhoon, Chapel

American, Georgla and Fulion
County medical societies.
Funeral services will be Mon-
day al 3 p. m. in Trinily Chapel,
The Rev. J. Davidson Phillips of-
ficiating. Burial will be in West-
view,
He 1 survived by his wile, tife

Hill, N, C.; and m sister, Mrs. !
J. 8. Abercrombie, Atlants,
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The name Abercrombic is derived from two words, according to “The Co-
lenial Families of America.” Aber and Crombie. Aber méant “beyond” and Crombic
“the erook or bend in a stream.” 4

The Abercrombies from which we are descended libed in a small place in Scot-
land, called in ancient times, Birkenbog, also spelled PBirkenburn.”  The modem
maps do not show this place, but it was about 23 or 30 miles south of the Town of
Banff, in the County of Banff. On an ancient map secured from the Library of
Congress, Washington, D. C., it was found to be located between the present towns
of Aberchider and Ceveron, The Abercrombie name is one to be proud of. One
Thomas Abercrontbic was King James of Scotland, temporarily, so states Burke in his
“History of the Commoners.” One of our direct ancestors was Grand Falconer to
King Charles 1 of Scotland,

James Abercrombie who was Attorney General of South Carolina, 1731 1o
1742, under the Royal Crown, was one of our direct ancestors. “He went hack to
England just before the Revolutionary War and dicd there, Some of his sons are
said to have scttled in the new country.”

The above quotation is from a letter in my’ possession from Miss Emma Dial
of Gray Court, South Carolina. Letter dated October 11, 1923, Miss Dial is a mem-
ber of the American Institute of Genealogy.

A letter from Miss E. M. Mclnnes, London, January 25, 1950 (who searched
the records in the British Office of Public Records, Lpndon, for me) says that
James Abercrombic, Yeitorney General of South Carollna 1731-42, was granted
6,000 acres of land i:WW:GQQSQ’[RQXFRP?"S:‘?m and 98 ’(&i\ on the Peedee River
in the years 1735.173Found qtmﬂefﬁ?ﬁh;'-'@@wni’:?f‘ﬁ lc?', America, C-0-5 Series)

The Craven County referred to was found on an old map owned by the Geor-
%ia State Library and embraced parts of the following present counties of South

arolina: southern tip of Laurens, southern half of Newberry, southern half of
Fairfield southwestern corner of Kershaw, northern corner of Lee, western part
of Lee, western half of Sumter, southwestern part of Clarendon, all of Richland and
the northern part of Lexington. The 980 acres on the Peedvee River was not d sig-
nated as to location, :

The 1790 United States Census lists a James Abercrombiec who was the son of
the Attorney Gencral. The same Census lists a Colvill Abercrombic who was 4 son
of the above James and a grandson of the Attorncy General,

Our ancestors from South Carolina were from Laurcns County, part of the
jerritory included in the above grant. I have in my possession a mass ol evidence
to support the claim that James Abercrombic was the son of the Attorney General

_.of South Carolina and that Colvill was a son.of James (son of Attorney General),

Dr. Peter H. Abercrombie, of London, England, was kind enough to send me
a "History of the Family of Abercrombic™ which gives valuable and interesting in-
formation o fthe Abercrombies in the old country. I have had the most pertinent in-
formation including pictures, photostated and am including copies in this booklet.

ba The Sir Alexander Abercrombie whose picture is included is one of our
ancestors. The author of this book, “The Family of Abercromby” was the son of
Sir Robert Abercragmby. We do not belong to the Robert Abercromby line. It
should be notéd that on Page 75 of the photostatic copies the name of James Abher-
crombic, a son of the third wife of Sir Alexander Abercromby, concludes the dis-
cussion of that line. Since Savendish D, Abercromby was not of the Sir Alexander
line, he was not interested in following' it any further. But the James mentioned
on Page 75 was the James that marricd Mary, daughter of Arthur Gordon of
Straloch, as found in the Genealogical Table.

= I might add that T have had (he Reepers of Records for both England and

Scodand search their official records, so 1 feel that the information T have is all
that can he secured.

D ———




The lande of Abereromby in Fife gave name to a family of Abrrerombn's of |
that ilk whose direct line ended with the seventeenth century, and sinse they
the Abercromby’s of Birkenhog, County Banff, have considered themselves thee chief
family of this name. A :

A charter by Thomas, Earl of Mar, confirmed to Alexander Abercromby a
grant by the Bishop of Aberdeen of the lands of the Park o Galeross (now Birken-
bog), Abordeen, | Novernber, 1562,

Humphrey Abcereromhby of Pinedden {1457 was survived by his son Alex
| ) ; 3 i

ander (1488) father of ancther Alexander Abcrcromby, whe miarried M
Mowt and had 4 son George Abercromby of Pitmedden (1503, He mareied Chris-
tina Barclay, had son James Abcreramby of Pitmedden (1527) who murricd Mar-
jory Hay,

Son Alexande, Abcreromby of Pitmedden (1550} married Elizabeth, daueh
ter of Alexander Leslie of Pitcaple. Son Alexander of Towie and afteres;
Pitmedden died belore th of Docember 1586-7, leaving o son Aldexander of
medden, murdered at the mass of Cokstown 12 March 1507 He marpied M
davghter of Wiiliam Leshie of Belquhain, and had son James Abereromby
ST
James Abereromby (1392) was the father of Alexander Abercromby of Birken.
bog, Grand Falconer in Scotland to King Charles I. He married in 1602, Elizabeth.
daughter of Ht-i}uglr.' (or Beaton) of Balfour and had three sons. One Sir Alexandes
Abercromby of Birkenbog, 1630, married three times and by his third wifc had
son James, born about 1660-70. his heir. James married Mary, daughter of Arthus
Gordon of Straloch. and had numerous family,

Son James r\[:'xww;gé\"é'dlbgwbb})kemﬂﬁrd Hannah Pickard in England, and
came to America llr'Fbuﬁd/étIBiattIe_\'GFeek‘Uﬂraff/,ﬂoﬂﬁbpﬁ?r%m 17311742, He was
survived in America by son Tames Abercrombie, who was father of Colvill Abey-
crombie, Laurens, Sauth Carolina (Will 1837), Colvill married Marv Linder

James, son of Colville, was bormn December 23, 1798, and died January 28,
1880. He marriced Nancy Camp, December 29, 1818, Nancy Camp was born No.
vember 24, 1798, and died May 3, 1840.

Joseph, son of James Abercrombie, was born December 4, 1823, and died
April 26, 1855, He married Susanna Dunlap, January 11, 1846, in Camphell County.
Susanna Dunlap was horn April 14, 1829, and dicd July 6, 1877,

Joseph and Susanna had the following children: Marian, born October 17,
1848, died August 7, 1933; Thomas 8., born August 24, 1849, died August 3, 1919
Jesse, born October 31, 1851, died October 12, 1918; Joseph, born October 26, 1855,
died September 2',’%, 1881; Nannie ,born September 22, 1858, died October 7, 1881

Jesse Abercrombie, third son of Joseph, married Elizabeth Hatchett Octobes
15, 1875, who was born in Spartanburg County, South Carolina, June 3, 1850, and
died April 11, 1942, They had four sons and one daughter: J. W. (Will) was
born September 1, 1875; Thomas Franklin was born June 5, 1879; Joseph, born
August 17, 1877 died September 29, 1877 Nannie, born October 31 1882 Josiah
H., born July 27, 1886,

Thomas' Franklin, son of Jesse, married Frances Clark Morris November §
1906, who was born October 15, 1882,

Frances Clark Abercrombie, daughter, born Octaber 3, 1915. Frances Aber.
crombic marricd Richard Calhoon, July 2, 1940,

Kathryn Frances, born January 28, 1943 ; Susan Elizabeth, born March 1, 1945;
and Carol Clark, horn August 1 1949—are children of Frances and Richard
Calhoon, '




