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PREFACE.

HE ws. Diary of the Rev. John Mill was brought under
my notice in the year 1879 by the late Mr. Bruce of
Sumburgh, in the possession of whose family it appears to
have been since the decease of the author in 1805. Mr. Bruce
gave me permission to make use of the ms. in any way that
might be deemed suitable ; and its publication in the present
form, as an issue of the Scottish History Society, has the

cordial concurrence of his son and successor.

The transcript made by myself has, by the aid of my wife,
been carefully collated with the original, which, in arrange-
ment and orthography, has been closely adhered to.

The Diary is, primarily and essentially, of local interest,
and the aim in view in editing it has been, by the addition of
notes and original illustrative matter, to make it of some value
as a contribution to the topographical literature of the part

of the country to which it refers.

At the same time, it is believed that the Diary possesses
features which should claim for it an interest beyond the
merely local or personal, inasmuch as it sets before us a vivid
representation of domestic manners and Church life and feel-
ing at a time comparatively near to us, and yet in many

respects widely divergent from what now usually prevails.



W* mly a ﬁgorous actor in ‘ﬁn
unique one—which lay a.round him, bqt J'»
in the la.rger sphere of contemporary life and h pistc 'y

as an educated and capable man, he was a warm

spectator.

The extracts from records and original documents given in
the Appendix are of various dates, but are all of stri
local character, and it is conceived will add materially to the

historical and topographical interest of the volume.

‘The transcriptions and preparation for the press have been
the work of spare hours amid many pressing activities; and
this may to some extent explain, if it cannot excuse, imper-
fections in the editing of which I am very sensible.

Acknowledgments are due to the Council of the Society
of Antiquaries of Scotland for woodcuts courteously put by
them at my disposal; and to Mr. Thomas Graves Law for
invaluable hints in the arrangement and preparation of the
work.

G. G.

39 NORTHUMBERLAND STREET,
EDINBURGH, Marck 1, 1889.
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INTRODUCTION.

HE Rev. John Mill, author of the Diary, was an active and
zealous parish minister, and at the same time a man of
parts, and an industrious writer. In addition to the Diary, and
a Collection of ¢ Speeches,’ or Addresses for Communion Seasons,
the Kirk-Session Minutes of his parish, for the long period of
nearly sixty years, were penned by him. These manuscript
productions have remained practically unknown. Equally so
a printed volume on The Holy Catholic Church delineated in her
Faith and Practice, etc., issued by him in 1773 under the veil
of anonymity, died in the course of time to public memory, and
the knowledge of it was only recovered by an accident. His
Account of the Parish of Dunrossness, in the old Statistical
Account of Scotland (1793), is almost as completely out of
view, buried in one of the numerous volumes of that great
work.

Mill’s writings possess an interest and value both from the
force of his own individuality, and from the nature of his life
and surroundings in the far-off northern isles where he lived
and laboured. It is the picture of life, manners, religion, in
the second half of last century, which he presents to the student
of history, that constitutes the claim of his Diary to appear in
this series of the Scottish History Society.

All that was hitherto known of. Mill was gleaned by
Dr. Hew Scott, and recorded in the Fasti Ecclesice Scoticane,
Part v. p. 426, as follows :—

_ Digitized by Microsoft ®



xxii INTRODUCTION

1743. Joux MiL. Licensed by the Presbytery of Fordyce
14th November 1739 ; called to Dunrossness 19th Octo-
ber 1742, and ordained 27th April succeeding. In July
1799, when in his 88th year, he allowed the pious itin-
erant, Captain Haldane, to preach in the church, and
after hearing sermon, warned his hearers to take heed
to the words they had heard, especially as this visit was
a new and unprecedented occurrence in their history.
Mr. Mill died 13th February 1805, in his 94th year,
and 62d of his ministry, the last survivor of the original
contributors to the Ministers’ Widows’ Fund at its com-
mencement, 25th March 1744, He married, 2d October
1754, Anne, daughter of Mr. Young of Sandsting,
Aberdeenshire; she died at Prestonpans 29th June
1816. Publication—Account of the Parish (Sinclair’s
Stat. Acc. vii.) [Presby. Reg. ; Haldane’s Memoir, etc.]

This account is defective, and to some extent erroneous, but
the means of amplification and rectification are now available
in the pages of the Diary, which was unknown to Dr. Scott.
Mill’s parentage appears not to have been ascertained; and,
the earlier portion of the Diary having been lost, the facts can
only be gathered from casual references. He was born in
Shetland (‘ Lerwick, the place of my nativity —Diary, 1758—
where his father left some property, more than once referred
to). The last entry in the Diary, January 1, 1803, records
that he was born on February 23,1712. His mother, as stated
in the entry for January 1788, was born 100 years earlier,
namely, in the Revolution year, 1688. The family consisted
of nine children, five sons and four daughters, whose histories
are briefly related in the entry of July 12, 1782.

Though it is nowhere so stated, there is now no doubt that
his father was the Rev, James Milne, first minister of Lerwick
after its disjunction from the parish of Tingwall in 1701. In
the Fasti the narrative regarding the father is as follows :—
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LEerwick.

1704. James Muxe. Called in 1703, and ordained 6th
April 1704 ; died in February 1718, in the fourteenth
year of his ministry. He married, 2d January 1707,
Mrs. Isabel Bruce, who died 12th November 1771.

No particulars appear to have been gathered as to the ances-
try of this clergyman, but Mill in the Diary alludes more than
once to his own friends and connections settled in the north of
Scotland, in Aberdeen and Banffshire. Mrs. James Milne is
here stated to have died in November 1771, and Mill, writing
in the beginning of 1772 (see Diary), records that his mother
died ¢in November this year,” which necessarily means the pre-
ceding year, 1771. At Mill’s ordination in 1743, the Rev. Mr.
Gray (of Nesting, ordained 1703), ¢ one of the oldest ministers
in the country,” remarked that ¢my father was the first whose
head he had laid his hand on, as I would be the last” (Diary,
1758), which also entirely corresponds. The author of the
Diary invariably signs ¢Mill,” but the two forms, Mill and
Milne, were at that time often used indifferently.! The name
as used by the Diarist has since become famous in the per-
son of the historian of British India, and of his gifted son,
John Stuart Mill, who were of Forfarshire origin. I have
been unable to trace any connection between the families.

Dr. Scott in the Fasti is imperfectly informed as to Mill's
matrimonial history. He was not once, but twice married.
The marriage in 1754, which he notes, was not to Miss Young,
but to a Miss Thompson, whose acquaintance he made at
Edinburgh when Conjunct Commissioner that year to the

1 Thomas Gifford of Busta, in his private Diary, referred to in the printed
evidence in the Busta case in the Court of Session (1833-1835), records the bap-
tism of one of his children by Mr. James Mill of Lerwick,” in the year 1716.
This was our Mill’s father.
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General Assembly. She had two children, and died at Lerwick
in 1758 (Diary). On July 29, 1765, he was married for the
second time to Miss Ann Young, ‘daughter to Mr. Robert
Young, portioner at the Water of Leith,” Edinburgh. She it
is who is mentioned as having died at Prestonpans, 1816. The
first wife had some means, and the portion of the second was
£200 sterling (Diary, 1780), a not inconsiderable fortune in
those days for persons in their position. There are quaint,
not to say ludicrous, passages in the successive courtships,
fully narrated in the Diary.

The elder daughter, Helen (¢ Nell *), was married to George
Tocher, ‘Merchant in Aberdeen’ (Diary, 20th November
1777), who died at New Byth in 1786, leaving her a widow
with one surviving child, a son seven ‘years of age. She
survived her father, and, as ¢ Mrs. Tucker,” was his executrix
in 1805. It is not known whether any descendants now
remain.! The second daughter, Bell, died unmarried in 1798.

The notice in the Fasti shows that Dr. Scott was un-
acquainted with Mill’s literary productions, with the single
exception of his statistical account of the parish, which indeed
is all that was known up to the present time.

It is not necessary here to dwell upon the details of Mill’s
life. He was seven years schoolmaster at Cullen (Diary, ]’753).,
with the customary ambition in those days of stepping from
the schoolmaster’s desk to the pulpit. He thereafter acted as
assistant to a minister at Pitsligo in Buchan for sixteen months.
From this appointment he received the presentation to Dun-
rossness, Sandwick, and Cunningsburgh, in 1743, when about
. thirty-one years of age, and in the charge of these parishes the
whole of his long life was spent, as is fully related, to near the
end, by his own pen in the Diary.

1 In the Diary, 1753, a cousin-german and a nephew ¢ who were my name-
sons,’ are referred to.
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L 4
- A well-educated man, of vigorous intellect and strong pur-
‘pose, his powers and influence were always exerted on the side
of religion, truth, justice, as his best judgment and conscience
directed. Narrowness of view and harshness of dogma were
almost unavoidable in his time and place, and should be inter-
preted rather as expressive of the spirit of the age in the circles
of the orthodox than as his own special characteristics. At
times he exhibits a breadth and a superiority to sect and
party prejudice that is as remarkable as it is praiseworthy.
His reputation for integrity and sanctity was high in his own
day, and still survives in memory in the district of country
over which his influence extended. He died in 1805, when
nearly completing his ninety-third year. Having apparently
no male representative, or near connections sufficiently inter-
ested, no tombstone has been erected to mark his resting-place.

In the belief that Mill’s Last Will and Testament, if it
existed, would be of especial interest, I searched the Sheriff and
Commissary Court books of Shetland at Lerwick, and the
Register of Wills in the General Register House, Edinburgh,
but without being able to find any such document. Half a
century before his death, viz., in 1753, a Will was made, as
related in the Diary, when his means were destined for distri-
bution in a variety of generous bequests, but this must have
been cancelled at a later date, when the claims of a wife and
family had to be considered.

The Inventory of the personal estate is recorded in the
books of the Commissary Clerk of Shetland at the instance of
his daughter, ¢ Mrs. Helen Tucker’ (‘ Tocher” of the Diary), as
executrix ; whether nominated by will, or appointed qud next-
of-kin, is not stated, but the presumption seems rather in favour
of intestacy. The amount, upwards of £2000 sterling, was a
considerable realised fortune at the time (mostly invested in
heritable security in Scotland), especially in view of Mill’s

' generosity in life, his expenditure on the manse property, and
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the smallness of the stipend (£44, 10s. sterling, in 1739;
£55, 11s. 3d. sterling, in 1793).! The glebe was, however, a
valuable adjunct, and Mill’s great age admitted of a prolonged
period of saving. Each of his wives also contributed to the
means of the family, and personal expenditure was not heavy.
Apart from the widespread belief in Mill’s sanctity of
character, there was a general conviction, transmitted by tradi-
tion to the present day, that he was familiar with Satan, with
whom he had many strange encounters in bodily shape, and

1 ACCOMPT of the Funds belonging to the Rev. Mr. JoHN MiLL, Minister
of Dunrossness, at his death on 13th February 1805.

Bond by Mr. Stewart of Allantown and Mr. Trotter of Castle-

law, . . 3 : . 4500 0 ©
Do. by Mr. Ferguson of Pltfour, 3 J 5 3 500 0 O
Do. by the Earl of Strathmore, . 3 3 5 6o o o
41600 0o o
Interest from 1st January to 13th February 1805, 49 8 5
Deduct tax, o 3 4 5 5 o 9 5
819 o
41608 19 O
Note by Mansfield, Ramsay, and Co., of zoth Feb-
ruary 1803, 5 o . 450 o o
Interest at 4 °/, to 13th February 1805, . 5 319 2
= TE T 5319 2
Do. by Do. of 22d November 1804, 5 .4200 0 o
Interest at 4 °/, to 13th February 1805, 5 5 2ORIE
—_— 202 O II
Money found in the Repositories of the deceased, . 84 13
Price of Stocking sold, and Arrears of Stipend paid to Mrs Mlll 63 11 3
Balance in Afc due by Wm. Wilson, Writer, Edinburgh, . 60 19 9%
Value of Furniture got possession of by Mrs. Mill, the relict, . 300 WO
Do. by Mrs. Tucker, daughter of the deceased, g . 30 o O
Price of Furniture sold, . : 5 .458 13 10
Deduct expenses, . . 5 5 . 1814 2%
e 39 19 7%

£2174 2 9

Affidavit of the same sworn to by Mrs. Helen Tucker, daughter, executrix
of her said father, at Edinburgh, gth May 1806, before John Walker, J.P. there.
Recorded in the Commissary Court books at Lerwick, 23d June 1806.

[V. B.—Beside the above personal estate, there was some house property in
Lerwick inherited from his father, as mentioned in the Diary.]
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over whom he had great influence and controlling power. It
would appear that Mill himself not only believed in the exist-
ence of the malign personality, and in demoniacal possession,
but had conscious recognition of his own personal dealings with
the Arch-Enemy. See incidents in the Diary, 1754-55-56.
Satan was not in his eyes the majestic hero of Milton. On
the contrary, Mill seems to have regarded him with little
deference, and to have treated him with scant courtesy, as
when, on one occasion, he called the Fiend to his face ‘a
damned rascal for his lying impudence.’ This was in 1754,
when the medium of an interesting colloquy between them was
a possessed female. It is something to be able to record that
on these occasions Satan was not invariably a spirit of evil.
Once (in 1755) he manifested himself as a truly benevolent
demon—a woman possessed was saved from pains of parturition!

Not to multiply instances of intercourse with Satan, still, or
till recently, in the mouths of the people, the following story
related to me a number of years ago may be quoted. My
informant stated, in the native dialect, that his ¢father and
grandmother and another person (whom he named) were
present in the Dunrossness Kirk when Satan came in. He
dared not come in at the west door facing east; but came in
at the east door, and took his place at the table [Communion
table]. Mr. Mill knew him, and began to speak in all the
deep languages, last of all it may be in the Gallic [Gaelic]!
and that beat him altogether. So he went off like a flock of
““doos ™ [pigeons] over the heads of the folk out at the west
door. Many of the people swooned.’? This incident may
be supposed to have occurred in the ancient Cross Kirk, and it
may be remarked by the way that the perception here of what
is implied in the principle of orientation, which the narrator

1 The language used by Mill on these occasions is sometimes quoted as Latin,
sometimes Hebrew.
* Thomas Shewan’s tale.—G. G., July 1876.
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was found pretty clearly to understand, is of some interest so
long after the close of the Catholic age in Shetland. _

The more usual form in which the Enemy of Souls pre-
ferred to appear at this time was that of literally a ¢black
sheep.” In this way he often tried to lead or pursue persons
to destruction (suicide)—usually by throwing themselves over
the sea-cliffs. Mill, when near in such cases, was keen in
detecting the fiend. He invariably broke his spell, forced him
to a hasty retreat, and rescued the victim. This same power
has also been attributed to Mr. Hugens,! one of Mill’s pre-
decessors (1720-1733).

Mill, indeed, had little fear of either man or demon. His
whole life was a stand-up fight. The devil, the local heritors,
the brethren of the Presbytery, parishioners, and servants, were
all objects of antagonism, and at times of very spirited male-
diction. The malignity, laxity, and want of sympathy of the
clergy was a source of constant bitterness; and on one occasion
he felt it his duty to embark on a heresy hunt (1777), which
only fell through by the perjury, as he regarded it, of certain
clerical witnesses whose zeal for orthodoxy was not equal to
his.

No portrait of Mill is known to exist. The only descrip-
tion of him now obtainable has been given to me by my
venerable father, ninety-three years of age. It is only the
recollection of a child of seven years (in 1804), but may be
quoted as the testimony of, doubtless, the only person now
living whose eyes have beheld him.

‘He seemed to be upwards of eighty years of age. He was
tall, slender, straight, and healthy-looking. Hair still dark.
Dressed in knee-breeches and black silk stockings. Wore a
broad-brimmed cocked hat. His manner of addressing the

1 Walter Hugens, A.M. Translated to the parish of Sandsting and Aith-
sting, 1733. He had a family of fourteen sons and six. daughters.
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~ people was direct and uncompromising—Ye sinners of
Cunningsburgh,” etc.  He had a fine sonorous voice. I
remember, when about nine years of age, hearing an elder
of the church tell the story that when he was inducting
the Rev. David Thomson he said to him, “ O Davie, Davie,
it were more meet to mak you a soldier than a minister.””?

The late Mr. Bruce of Sumburgh informed me that when
Mill was urged by his friends to seek an augmentation of his
stipend of £50 per annum, he replied, ¢ Hoot, man, I have more
than I deserve.’ 2

These references to Mill personally may be closed by the
following apt reminiscences. 'The first was contributed to the
Shetland Times (October 1, 1887) by R. M., son of an old
native of Dunrossness, who says :—

¢ Mr. Mill seems to have been a man of considerable attain-
ments, but very homely in his attire and manner, and of great
kindliness of heart. If he had one penny in his possession, it
would go to the first needy person he met. In later life he
was persecuted by his brother ministers on account of his friend-
ship for the itinerant evangelist, Captain Haldane, and especially
for allowing him to preach in his church. Like many good
men of his time, he had a firm belief in the personality of the
devil, and of his active hostility to, and interference with, good
works. He was often heard talking aloud with his (to others)
unseen foe, but those who heard him declared that he spoke in
an unknown tongue, presumably Hebrew. After one of these
encounters, the worthy man was heard muttering, « Well, let
him do his worst ; the wind aye in my face will not hurt me.”?

1 The Rev. David Thomson was inducted to the parish of Walls and Sand-
ness in 1787.

2 Letter dated 22d March 1880.

3 This was in response to a threat of the devil, that wherever he, 1 \1111 went,
he, Satan, should be a blowing ¢ wind in his teeth,’ in consequence of which Mill
was unable ever after to get passage out of Shetland.
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At one time Mr. Mill preached strongly against over-indulgence
in eating and drinking, and thereupon he made an attempt to
strengthen his doctrine by living upon water alone. He carried
this on until one day he fainted in the pulpit, and was thought
to be dead.! On regaining consciousness he rebuked the people
for making such a great outery, reminding them that there was
greater cause for crying that day in a certain place they wot
of. Regarding his fasting, it is told that on one occasion he
was to preach at Tingwall. The day before he duly took his
“pig” of water, and walked up to Lerwick [a distance of sixteen
or eighteen miles by footpaths], to sleep all night in the house
of a friend. Next morning he was up right early to walk out
to Tingwall, and was leaving without any breakfast. His host,
however, placed his back against the door, and swore he should
not leave till he ate and drank. On his return to his friend in
the evening, he confessed that his “ cursed ™ meat and drink had
done him no ill. Another tradition refers to the burning of
the manse of Skelberry. The minister and his wife shut up
the house on Saturday, to spend the night and Sunday with
Mr. Sinclair of Quendale. While the services were being per-
formed [in the Cross Kirk near by], a messenger arrived at the
church with word that the manse was burning, and the officer
mounted the pulpit steps and delivered the news to the
preacher, who said, “ Hoot, man ! let it burn. It’s either fire
from heaven, or an enemy has done it.”?

These stories are thoroughly characteristic, and have every
appearance of truthfulness. The narrator, R. M., heard them
and many others suchlike from his father, who was probably
living near Mill’s day. The story of the burning of the manse,
in 1751, is well preserved, after a lapse of nearly 140 years.

1 See Diary, 1801.
2 See the account of the burning of the manse, Diary, 1751. The cost of
rebuilding it, and the offices, etc., was upwards of £200 sterling, paid by himself.
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The next is from an old lady, deceased, who was in her
twelfth year when Mill died. It is communicated to me by
her son :—

‘It was customary for Mr. Mill to mount the pulpit with
his cocked hat tied under his chin, and a bunch of flowers in
his hand. He had a daughter, a Mrs. Tucker, who was long
a member of the Tabernacle congregation, Edinburgh.!’ Once
the precentor gave out: “Prayer is requested for George
Shewan o’ the Myres, who is dangerously ill.” The minister
leaned over the pulpit, and enunciated deliberately: “ George
—Shewan—o’—the—Myres ill! Why, I saw him hale and
weel on Thursday; more meet we pray for Thomas Smith o’
Boddam.” He usually went through the parish mounted on
a native pony, with Hector, his man, following. On one
occasion a little black dog kept in their wake, and raised
sundry doubts and fears in Hector’s mind. The venerable
octogenarian said, ¢ Tuts, man, du needna fear; it’s me he
wants, no dee™ (i.e. it is me he—the Devil—wants, not
thee).”2

Passing from personal reminiscences, Mill's writings de-
serve to be briefly noticed. These are :—

1. The Diary. MS.

2. His printed work on ¢ The Holy Catholic Church.’

3. Account of the Parish of Dunrossness (Stat. Acc.), ete.
4. Speeches delivered at the Lord’s Table, etec. MS.

1. Toe Diary.—This is a small quarto volume, not quite
uniform in size, but as near as may be 7} inches in length by

1 This was the church (Baptist) of which Mr. James Alexander Haldane,
her father’s friend, was pastor.

2 Memorandum from James Catton Goudy, London, Feb. 1885. This story
of the devil in the shape of a black dog is oft repeated.
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6 inches in breadth. The beginning, relating the earlier part
of his life up to 1788, is lost ; after this there is an unbroken
narrative on 59 leaves, written on both sides, or 118 pages,
ending abruptly in the entry of 1st January 1803, some leaves
at the end, as at the beginning, being lost. The handwriting
is clear, neat, vigorous, to the end. It is understood to have
been in the possession of the Sumburgh family since Mill’s
decease, and is now printed for the first time.

The work, strictly speaking, is not a ¢Diary,” that is, a
record inscribed from day to day. Itis a narrative generally
descriptive of the occurrences of the day, but for the first thirty
years it is retrospective. It is usually concerned with local
and personal affairs, but is also at times largely occupied with
the review of public life and national events at home and
abroad. The title assumed for it is, however, the most simple
and convenient, and it has the sanction of precedent in some
well-known instances of autobiographic memoirs.

In the Diary there is no lack of heart-searching and
faithful dealing with himself; but in the main it may be said
that his tone of mind and whole life are vigorously objective.
He is a practical man, living in the present, and the past has
no charm or romance for him. His memory and information
might have brought us back to immediately post-Covenanting
times and the heartburnings of the Revolution Settlement.
But while we regret that he, with so much knowledge, is
almost absolutely silent as to the past, we may have the
assurance that he is all the more a faithful exponent of the
facts and feelings of his own day, which should make the work
all the more intrinsically valuable as a record of eighteenth-
century life and history.

It is not necessary here to enter into any detailed notice
or criticism of the Diary, which is before the reader verbatim,
and, as nearly as may be, literatim. A few of its more proml-
nent features need only be referred to.
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As already mentioned, the loss of the introductory portion
has deprived us of the account of his family, his birth, educa-
tion, and early history, which must have been there recorded.
The narrative is entire from shortly before his appointment
to the parish in 1742, with the loss of a single leaf in 1771.
It is nowhere stated that it is intended for publication, but
Mill’s literary instincts, and the fact of his having published
a work of merit, make it more than probable that its being
submitted to the public eye, either in his lifetime or after-
wards, was in his mind. The careful revision of the text,
and the amendment or deletion of passages that might be
open to objection, are indications in favour of this supposi-
tion.

Up to 1770 the Diary scems to be personal history in
retrospect; it then becomes a continuous record, steadily
kept up at convenient intervals, embracing the whole current
of his private life and the working of the ecclesiastical
machinery in the parish, with a spirited sketch, enlarging as
the narrative advances, of contemporary public events.

The story of his life in Shetland opens under circumstances
of some dejection. The leading families in the district were
disaffected, if not hostile, to him, to his Church, and even to
the Government. The Revolution Settlement had left most
of them attached to the Episcopal communion, as is distinctly
brought out in the Visitation Registers of Hunter, the last
minister of that persuasion, from which extracts are given in
the Avpexpix. The state of religion and morals in the parish
was also unsatisfactory. 'The kirk was in ruins, and, until a
new manse could be built, he had to content himself with
residing in the house of a Jacobite laird, Sinclair of Quen-
dale, to whom he had a marked aversion.

The erection of a manse, which was burnt in 1752, and
rebuilt, engaged his early attention. 'The church not only
required to be renewed, but it was even destitute of Com-

c
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munion cups, which, with other causes, prevented the observ-
ance of the Sacrament for a period of six years after his
ordination. It is not said by whom, or in what manner, the
cups were at last provided. Four are now, however, in use,
and they are thus described by the Rev. William Brand, the
present minister :—

“The cups are two and two alike, and all very similar ;
only two are slightly higher and narrower than the other two.

The lower and wider ones are without any lines round the
rim, which is just a very little turned out. The other two
have an incised line immediately below the turn out of the
rim ; then immediately below that, two lines quite close to
each other ; and about a quarter of an inch further down, other
two quite close, and all very small. On these two cups there
are on the bottom the letters A.B.M.S.

By the courtesy of the Rev. Thomas Burns, author of the
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valuable work, Old Scottish Communion Plate, now in the
press, I am enabled to give drawings, by Mr. Alexander J. S.
Brook, of two of these cups, which are of silver. That orna-
mented with incised lines bears the hall-mark of the city of
Hamburg, but the date cannot be fixed. It is also difficult to
say what the letters A.B.M.S. represent. The other cup is
stamped with the name-punch of James Welsh, who was admit-
ted to the Incorporation of Goldsmiths of Edinburgh in 1746.

Mr. Brand adds that there are two very large black pewter-
like plates, unfit for use, lying past as lumber; and a bap-
tismal basin, also quite useless. The two large (probably
collecting) plates are doubtless of the old customary Nurem-
berg make and pattern.

The Communion cups in use at the Church of Sandwick, as
I am informed by the Rev. C. Nairne Baldie there, bear the
date <1854
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The old parish church, the Cross Kirk of Dunrossness,
long in a decaying state, was allowed to go to ruin; and, after
prolonged contention with the heritors, the present church was
erected about fifty years after Mill entered upon the charge
(1790-1791).  Encroachments upon the glebe by neighbouring
proprietors were also cause of continuous irritation, as entries
in the Diary, and especially the extracts in the ArpENDIX from
the Records of the Presbytery, abundantly show.

Mill’s career having been spent almost entirely in the
district of which he had the spiritual oversight, the Diary
discloses little of personal incident or variety of experience of
very striking kind, beyond what was usual and natural in the
circumstances of the time and place. His whole life and
energies were devoted to the wellbeing of the people and the
advancement of genuine religion among them. The ¢Re-
newal * of his ¢ Covenant Engagements,” 1770, and the reflec-
tions on the recurrence of successive birthdays and on other
occasions, exhibit a devout consecration to the high aims
which were ever before him. In the denunciation of sinners
and backsliders, constantly recorded in the Diary, he seems
almost to wear the garb and to wield the pen of a Hebrew
prophet; in his efforts at self-mortification and conflicts with
Satan he reminds us of a saint of the middle ages; while his
hatred of Popery, Prelacy, and all systems of supposed abound-
ing error, bears the flavour of a stern and zealous Covenanter.
These characters interblended, combined with the worldly
astuteness of a modern business man, go to make up the
personality of our author as he appears before us in the pages
of the Diary and in his other writings.

His pastoral duties at home were varied only by occasion-
ally officiating in other parishes, and by visits to the south as
Commissioner to the General Assembly. These visits must
have been regarded as formidable undertakings, usually occupy-
ing six days or more either way, and beset with risks of
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shipwreck, of capture by the enemy, or of disaster in other
forms. It was often the course, on such occasions, even within
the present century, to land at Peterhead on the way south,
and pursue the journey to Edinburgh by road.

Communication between Shetland and Scottish ports was
at this time unfrequent and uncertain. Cured fish was
exported mostly to Germany, and, strange as it may seem,
domestic supplies were for the most part received directly from
Hamburg (see Diary, 1773 and passim). The news of public
events in the same way often reached Shetland by long and
circuitous routes. 'The battle of Saratoga, fought in October
1777, was only known to Mill in February 1778, and in 1790 his
supply of newspapers for six months reached him at one time.

Allusion has already been made to Mill's encounters with
the devil, and to demoniacal possession as fully believed in.
In the same way, the Divine judgment following upon blas-
phemy or other offences was regarded as the simple and
natural consequence; indeed, those who crossed the minister
in any unbecoming way seldom escaped Divine retribution.

Mill was a keen supporter of the Government. 'The
Jacobites and the exiled Stuart family he held in abhorrence.
The disloyal, the Irish rebels, the mutineers in the navy, and
the rebellious American colonists, are all reprobated in the
Diary. The pressgang, enforcing recruits for the navy, he com-
mended, though the people regarded it with aversion and fear.

The Diary abounds with sad tales of the sea. Ever and
anon disastrous shipwrecks are recorded on those pitiless rock-
bound shores; and indications of the propensity, on the
part of natives, to share in the spoils of the deep on such
occasions are not wanting. Disasters to fishing-boats, with
loss of life, are also of frequent occurrence, then as now.

Smuggling, which was extensively engaged in, was under
the ban of the Church; but a tasting of duty-free gin seems
not to have been despised even by ecclesiastics. On one occa-
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sion recorded in the Diary (1753) the offence was not in
partaking of a ‘dram,” but in doing so without asking the
Divine blessing upon it!

The movement for Catholic Emancipation in 1779 encoun-
tered, as is well known, a bigoted opposition everywhere;
and in Shetland the rejection of this measure seems to have
given satisfaction. ¢ Black Popery,” as conformity to Catholic
usages was termed, was repugnant to the Diarist, and his
anathemas against the system are unsparing. The scheme for
sending missionaries to ¢the heathen,” which has since been
developed into powerful denominational organisations, was in
its infancy towards the close of the century, and glimpses are
given of the earliest efforts of its promoters.

So early as in 1785 a movement appears to have been
started in Scotland in opposition to the Patronage system,
which however was not abolished for nearly a century later. To
this movement Mill gave his hearty concurrence, though, in his
earlier days, he was not averse to using influence, on his own
behalf, with my Lords Findlater and Morton, in respect of any
suitable living that might turn up.

The state of Education in the islands, as in remote places
generally, must have been very backward. Details as to this
are given under the proper head.

Dancing was regarded as a carnal pleasure, but his eldest
daughter Nell, before being placed at school at Edinburgh to
‘learn to make her own cloaths and see more of the world,
had been instructed in Shetland in such accomplishments as
were useful to a gentlewoman, namely, ¢ sewing and working
of stockings, writing, arithmetic, dancing, church music, ete.’
(Diary, 1768).

The Diary records a curious survival of the old Scandi-
navian form of local judicature into the second half of last
century. Originally, in Shetland, as in Norway, every district
or parish had its court, presided over by the parish Foud
(Norse, Foged). Under the Stewart Earls a violent and too
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successful effort was made to overthrow local institutions and
to assimilate everything to Scottish forms. In this way, in
the preceding century, the ¢ Fouds of ilk parochin and yle’
were gradually superseded by a functionary bearing the Scot-
tish name of ¢ Bailie,” and in the course of time the parochial
courts fell into abeyance. That however of Dunrossness
lingered long, and the Court-book of the parish, 1781-1735,
Alexander Sinclair of Brew, Bailie, is preserved in the Sheriff
Court at Lerwick.! So late as in 1756 Mill refers to a court
held at Dunrossness by this same Alexander Sinclair as the
‘magistrate.” What appears to be a circuit, rather than a
local, court is also held in the district at the time by Sir
Andrew Mitchell (of Westshore, Bart.).

The narrative is all through a little mixed. Anti-climaxes,
descents from the sublime to the ridiculous in the same breath,
are of frequent occurrence. For instance, in 1797, after des-
canting at large on the progress of the war with the French and
Dutch, he (on the same line in the Ms.) proceeds to relate the
virtues of ¢Lignum’s Anti-Scorbutic Drops’ and ¢ Brodum’s
Restorative Nervous Cordial.” Indeed, even at the most
solemn moments, there is a quaintness, an unconscious humour,
all his own, that is delicious.

When we turn from the local and personal we find his
accounts of public events clear and of telling interest. Many
incidents, not to be found in ordinary historical books, are
carefully chronicled, and the facts of contemporary history are
shown, not as they present themselves to us at this distance of
time, but as they shaped themselves in the public eye at the
moment. He witnessed the rising of 1745, the revolt of the
Colonies, the consolidation of our power in India, the outburst
of the French Revolution, and the beginning of the great drama
which followed, with Napoleon Bonaparte coming to the front as
the leading figure. The bearing of all this upon British interests
was fully impressed upon Mill’s mind ; and Shetlanders, far off

1 See Paper by Sheriff Thoms, Proceedings S.A. Scot., vol. xvi. p. 157.
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as they were, were by no means indifferent spectators. The
islands participated directly in the events and consequences of
the war. Many Shetland sailors, voluntary or impressed, were
in the service, a good deal of money was circulated in the
islands in connection with naval and military preparations, and
brilliant captures and recaptures were made on the coast,
sometimes by natives. (See Diary, 1779-1794.)

Remarkable indications are given of public-spirited efforts
for maintaining the war. Even in a poor country like Shet-
land, voluntary contributions were made, Mill himself, with
other parishioners, having subscribed a sum of ten guineas
yearly while the war should last (Diary, 1798).

His bodily vigour and assiduous attention to duty con-
tinued until he was far advanced in life. In 1793, when in his
eighty-second year, he visited the Fair Isle, twenty-five miles
distant, in an open boat. Here he remained two weeks,
preaching, catechising, baptizing children, and exercising the
discipline of the Church.

In April 1796, when eighty-four years of age, the first
unmistakable signal of failing powers was given, when he was
struck with apoplexy, which unfitted him for five months for
public duty. Again, in 1801, he was suddenly seized with a
fit of weakness, and fell down in the pulpit, but recovered.

In 1803 the Diary abruptly terminates, with the entry of
January 1st, by the loss of the closing pages. How long it
may have been continued thereafter it is now impossible
to say. The Kirk-Session Minutes were penned, for most
part, by him up to 3d February 1805, when the pen literally
dropped from his hand. The date of the following Sunday,
February 10, had been inserted in anticipation, but when the
day arrived he was unfit to pen its record, and death, long
delayed, came at last and relieved him from his labours on the
13th of that month.! Having been born on February 23d,

1 In the Notes at pp. 125, 129, the death is stated erroneously to have
occurred on the 15th of the month, instead of on the 13th.
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1712, he was thus within ten days of completing his ninety-
third year.

It is difficult to say, in perusing the Diary, whether we
are more impressed with the earnestness and moral stature of
the man, or with the transparent truthfulness and candour
of the record.

2. Tue Hory Carmoric CHurcH, ete. ; Edinburgh, 1778.—
More than a dozen years ago I was endeavouring to elicit items
of olden-time story from a weak-witted, but withal well-
informed, parishioner of Dunrossness, in the course of which
he alluded to ¢ Mr. Mill's book * as a printed work of which he
was the author. I was incredulous:; but when he afterwards
brought to me a worn and soot-stained fragment, consisting of
140 pages, which he insisted was the veritable volume, I took
it from him for a consideration. That this old country minis-
ter, in an out-of-the-way district, had appeared in the arena of
letters as the author of a theological work in the last century,
seemed a delusion, a fiction of tradition imposed upon an ignor-
ant native. But in going over the Diary some years later, I
found, to my amazement, the author’s account of his printing
at Edinburgh, in 1778, a volume on T'he Holy Catholic Church,
more than once afterwards referred to. This led me to search
in the University, the Advocates’, and other public Libraries,
but no trace of Mill’s name as an author was to be found in
the Catalogues of any of those collections. The quest was
almost given up as hopeless ; but some time afterwards a con-
sultation with Mr. Bruce of Sumburgh ensued; and, though
the work was altogether unknown in his family, or to the
oldest parishioners, he inserted an advertisement in the Shet-
land papers, which resulted in his obtaining from Mr. James
Irvine, schoolmaster of Nesting, and forwarding to me, an
anonymous work on The Holy Catholic Church. It bore the
required date, 1773, and proved, on comparison, to be the
completed counterpart of the fragment in my possession. The
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explained that it is an octavo volume of 841 pages, containing
an entire system of Divinity, a summary of Christian faith,
duty, and practice, in public, social, and domestic life; with
forms of prayer, and portions.of hymns, or suitable picces of
poetry, interspersed with the text in every chapter. He admits
that ¢ there is little of the author’s” in this poetry, most of it
being compiled from Watts, Young, Milton, and Blair, and it
is therefore difficult to form an opinion of his powers of metrical
composition. But the work itself seems to be of much more
than ordinary merit, though its tone is somewhat gloomy and
severe, and its dogmatic asseverations at times worthy of St.
Athanasius.

Chapter lii.,, ¢Of Hell, or the Everlasting Torments of
damned Sinners,” presents a picture of endless woe drawn with
great vigour, and appallingly realistic in form and colouring.
In Chapter xlv. his doctrine on the subject is trenchantly sum-
marised in a few words :—

¢As the tree falls it must lie. Thus all, whether high
or low, rich or poor, learned or unlearned, Jews or Gentiles,
Papists or Protestants, must in a little time be eternally saved
or damned,—triumph for ever in heaven, or fry for evermore
i hell,” ete. (p. 225).

Mill was an earnest loyalist, hating the Stuarts, the Jacobit-
ism of his day, Popery and Episcopacy, and his views on these
matters come out incidentally in Chapter xlviii., on ¢ Persecution
for Conscience Sake.” The ‘bloody race of Stewart, being
Papists,” got their just deserts. Mary, ‘a woman of a proud
and crafty wit, and an indurated heart against God and His
truth, insisted in the same steps of tyranny and treachery (but
with greater aggravation) that her mother walked in, and was
served according to her desert. For after that her darling
Davie Rizio, the Italian fiddler (whom most men then supposed,
and do still suspect, to be the father of King James v1.), received
his due reward in her presence . . . she never rested till she
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and Bothwell contrived the murder of Darnley; and then she
married the murdering adulterer, the said Earl of Bothwell

and afterwards she was beheaded by Elizabeth,
Queen of England’ Then follow the sufferings of the
Covenanting era, graphically described, but no word of pity
or sympathy for the hapless Mary, or any not of his way of
thinking.

While denouncing persecution, his own tendency is to
vigorous denunciation of other forms of religious thought. He
was as yet no disciple of the doctrine of Toleration, which had
been enunciated by Locke a considerable time before this, as
witness his somewhat bitter attack on Sandeman, the founder
of the sect of the Sandemanians, pp. 267 ef seq. But before
the close of his life his sympathies and sentiments were greatly
broadened, and his hearty reception of Captain Haldane and
the Rev. William Innes, the well-known evangelical preachers,
when not only the ministers of Shetland, but the whole Church
of Scotland, were bitterly hostile to them, should ever be
remembered to his credit.

Apart from questions of creed and forms of thought not
quite in harmony with modern phases, though distinctly
characteristic of his own age, there is much to admire in this
truly remarkable work, as a faithful and vigorous exposition of
the theology <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>