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THE SCOT IN BRITISH NORTH AMERICA. 329

some extent the fruit of Revolutionary bitterness ; but there
was also a cool estimate of the profit to be made out of a
rupture with the former country.' The prize was Canada—
the expulsion of Britain from the American Continent, and
territorial aggrandizement for the Union.* The British claim
to the right of search was not a new one, and had been exer-
cised by most of the principal European nations. It appeared
humiliating no doubt; still it was the usage of the time,and
was not mentioned in 1814 in the Treaty of Ghent+ As
for the Orders-in-Council, they were repealed before the
declaration of war was known in England.; The British
Government naturally expected that Congress would at once
revoke their warlike measures, 50 soon as intelligence of the .
withdrawal of the Orders reached America. Mr. Madison
stated that had that conciliatory step been taken in time,
war would not have been declared by the United States.
He had before him, however, the conditional promise of
withdrawal given on April 1st. Beside that, Great Britain
did not proclaim hostilities until October, four months after
Congress had taken the initiative. This hasty and ill-con-

sidered action of the Americans was perhaps, to a large ex-

* ¢ Everything in the United States was to be settled by a calculation of profit and loss.
France had numerous allies ; England scarcelyany. France had no contiguous territory ;
England had the Canadas ready to be invaded at a moment’s notice. France had no com-
merce ; Eugland had richly burdened merchantmen traversing every sea. England, there-
fore, it was against whom the death-blows of America were to be levelled.”—James's Naval

_History, quoted in Tupper’s Lije of Brock, p. 117. See also Auchinleck’s War of 1812,

chaps. i. and ii.; Thompson, chaps. i. to vii.; McMullen’s History of Canada, pp. 250-253, and
Dr. Ryerson's Loyahsta of America, vol. ii,, chap. xlvii. acd xlviii,

+ Lieut. Coffin peints out in his work (p. 29), that the last assertion of the right of search
was made by Commodore Wilkes in 1861, when he seized Messrs, Mason and Slidell, passen-
gers in the West Indian Mail Steamer Trent—an act for which he was rewarded by Congress
For the Treaty, see Auchinleck’s History, p. 404.

{ American Act declaring war signed June 18th, 1812 ; repeal of thé Orders-in-Council,
June 23rd, 1812 ; English declaration of 'war, October 13th, 1812,—Auchinleck, p. 43 ; Cof-
fin, i, p. 33 ; Thompson, pp, 39-99 ; McMullen, p. 253, Y
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stanee for Canada, considering her scanty population and
military resources. The apathy, or avowed abhorrence of
the war, in New England preserved the frontier from inva-
sion over the vast expanse of territory from Halifax to Lake
Champlain. The war began at midsummer, and yet no at-
tempt was made to repeat, under more auspicious circum-
stances, the perilous march to Quebec, in 1775, up the valley
of the Chaudiére.

The preparations made in Canada to meet the impending
shock were directed by the brave and vigorous Brock, who
had arrived in Canada, as Colonel of the 49th Regiment, in
1802. From 1806, he was engaged in unremitting exertions
to place the Province in a state of defence. In 1807, the
first effort was put forth to enrol the loyal Highlanders;
and shortly afterwards the men of Glengarry appear upon
the scene in which they played so conspicuous and gallant a
part. Writing to Mr. Windham (February 12th), Colonel
Brock transmitted “for consideration the proposals of
Lieutenant-Colonel John Macdonell, late of the Royal Cana-
dian Volunteers, for raising a corps among the Scotch set-
tlers in the County of Glengarry, Upper Canada.” He
strongly recommended the acceptance of the offer, and the
Highlanders being all Catholics, proposed the Rev. Alex-
ander Macdonell as Chaplain.* In 1811, Colonel Baynes

* ¢ His zeal and attachment to Government,” he writes, ¢‘ were strongly evinced whilst
filling the office of Chaplain to the Glengarry Fencibles during the Rebellion in Ireland, and
were generously acknowledged by His Royal Highness the Commander-in-Chief. His influ-
ence over the men is deservedly great, and 1 have every reason to think the corps, by his
exertions, will soon be completed, and hereafter form a nursery from which the army might
draw a number of hardy recruits.”—Life and Correspondence,pp. 32-34. Colonel Macdonell,
to whom reference will be made hereafter, became Brock’s A.D.C., and fell shortly after his
chief at Queenston; the patriotic chaplain was subsequently Roman Catholic Bishop of
Regiopolis (Kingston).
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“that the task before him was an easy one. “At all events,”

said Geen. Dearborn, with a confidence which all the Amer-
ican commanders shared, “we must calculate upon possess-
ing Upper Canada before winter sets in.” * There certainly
appeared some reason for anticipating such an event. From
Black Rock to Fort Niagara the General in command could
«count upon no fewer than five thousand two hundred men,
exclusive of three hundred artillery and the eight hundred
of the 6th, 13th and 23rd regiments actually garrisoning
Fort Niagara. On the other hand, the British force of only
1,500 men against over 6,000 was dispersed along the fron-
tier from Fort Erie to Fort George, a distance of thirty-six
miles.+

On the morning of the 13th of October, in the gray dawn
of a bleak and stormy day, the American troops began to
embark for the Canadian shore. The dun and lowering sky
was not as yet pierced by the beams of a rising sun when the -
alarm was sounded. A spy had mistakenly informed Van
Rensselaer that Brock had departed hurriedly for Detroit,
and the Americans deemed it advisable to attack the enemy
in his absence. A small band of British soldiers were at the
landing-place ready for the invaders, who rowed across the
deep blue waters flecked with whitish foam—the relic of a
fiercer struggle up the river. The Canadian ordnance con-
sisted of but one gun on the shore and one on the heights.
And yet the gallant defenders of the British soil would

have beaten back the enemy, had not some of them discov-

* Wilkinson’s Memoirs, quoted in Auchinleck, p. 101.
1 These figures are taken from the General Order Book in MS. The headquarters of the
four divisions were at Fort Erie, Chippawa, Queenston and Fort George. Auchinleck
«p. 101) states the force at 1,200.
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“Push on, brave York volunteers,” that the gallant Brock
met a soldier’s death. Not long after, another brave officer,
of whom it is proper to speak at-length, fell—a companion
of his General in the tomb until this day. Lieut.-Col. Mac-
donell, the faithful and trusted aide-de-camp of Brock, had
already seen service with his chief up the Detroit river, and
he, with Captain Glegg, negotiated and signed the treaty of
surrender by Hull*  As the foremost Scot at Queenston, he
deserves a somewhat extended notice. John Macdonell was
born at Greenfield, Inverness, Scotland, in 1787, so that he
was only twenty-five years of age when he met his death.
His father, Alexander, emigrated to Glengarry, in Upper
Canada, in 1790 ; and his mother, Janet, was the daughter
of an aide-de-camp of Charles Stuart, and brother of Lieut.-
Col. John Macdonell, of the Royal Canadian Volunteers, and
Speaker of the Upper Canada Assembly in 1792+ The
family was a large one. The Colonel’s brother, Hugh, died
at the Scoteh College of Valladolid in Spain. "Duncan com-
manded a company at the taking of Ogdensburgh, and at
Fort Carrington in 1813, and lived until 1865, having been
Registrar for many years. = Angus was a partner in the
North-West Company and was murdered at Red River dur-

ing the Selkirk troubles. Alexander was successively M.P.P.

#In a letter to Sir George Prevost, published in the Gazette in London, Brock says,
speaking of Hull’s surrender, ‘“In the attainment of this important point, gentlemen of
the first character and influence showed an example exceedingly creditable to them, and I
cannot on this occasion avoid mentioning the essential service I derived from John Mac-
donell, Esq., IHis Majesty’s Attorney-General, who, from the begiuning of the war, has
honoured me with his services as my Provincial aide-de camp.”

t The Macdonells were essentially a fighting clan. The grandfather of this John fought
at Culloden, escaped to France, and became a colone! in the French service, being on tha
account excepted from the Indemnity Act of 1747, His son was made colonel of the 76th
Macdonell Highlanders in 1777, having previously been a major in the Fraser Regiment.
He died, after taking part in the American war, a colonel in the army and a brigadier-
general in the Portuguese service.
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and Sheriff of the Ottawa District. Donald was also an M.
P.P., Sheriff of the Eastern District, Colonel, and, in 1813-14,
Assistant Quarter-Master General. The hero of Queenston
was called to the bar in 1808, became Attorney-General in
1811, and, at the breaking out of the war, was appointed
AD.C. to General Brock. At Detroit, he received General
Hull’s sword, and the gold medal commemorative of the sur-
render was transmitted to the family after his untimely
death. Col.Macdonell, who had been‘stationed some few miles.
from Queenston, hastened to the scene. He had only two com-
panies with him, but these men, exasperated at the death of
their beloved General, rushed valiantly up the steep, bent on
vengeance. In the course of the charge, the gallant Mac-
donell fell, having been wounded in four places. He lived
for twenty hours, continually lamenting the death of his.
illustrious chief.* It was fitting that this brave young High-
lander should repose in death by the side of the hero he
loved so well. Gallant and chivalrous in their lives, in death
they were not divided. But for the loss of the Colonel there

* ¢“His Provincial aide-de-camp, Lieut.-Macdonell, the Attorney-General of Upper Canada
—a fine, promising young man—was mortnlly'wounded soon after his chief, and died the
next day at the early age of twenty-five years. Although one bullet passed through his
body, and he was wounded in four places, vet he survived twenty heurs, and during a period
of excruciating agony, his thoughts and words were constantly occupied with lamentations
for his deceased commander and friend. He died while gallantly charging up the hill with
190 men, chiefly of the York volunteers, by which assault the enemy was compelled to spike
the eighteen-pounder in the battery tbere.”—Tupper’s Brock, p, 322. See also, James’
Military Occurrences, i. 90, and the other histories in loco, previously cited.

t Earl Bathurst, writing to Sir Geo. Prevest, in December, 1812, speaking for the Prince
Regent, observes : * His Royal Highness has been also pleased to express his regret at the
loss which the Province must experience by the death of the Attorney-General, Mr. Mac-
donell, whose zealons co-operation with Sir Isaac Brock will reflect lasting honour on his
wemory.” Early in 1813, the Prince Regent again acknowledged the services of the Colo-
nel; and in 1820, Frederick Duke of York, Commander-in-Chief, transmitted the Detroit
medal to his family, ‘“as a token of the respect which His Majesty entertains for the mem-
oryof that officer.” In 1853, when the Brock Monument was again in process of erection,
at Queenston, the Administrator of the Gotvernment nominated Colonel Donald Macdonell
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can be no question that the invaders would at once have
been driven over the rocks, although they numbered at least
four to one. As it was, help, unfortunately tardy, was at
hand. The reinforcements came from Fort George, and al-
though they amounted to three hundred and eighty, were
but a handful as compared with the enemy ; still they were
strong and valiant enough to drive the enemy across the
river. Of these fresh troops the names of Scottish origin
occupy a prominent place. Lieut. McIntyre led the advance
with the light company of the 41st Foot; then follow, of
the militia, Capt. James Crooks, Capt. McEwan (1st Lin-
coln),'with Cameron and Chisholm, of the little Yorkers.
General Sheaffe assumed the command, and after one volley
the British bayonet was brought into requisition, and the
Americans fled towards the Falls. Finding no succour at
hand, many of them flung themselves over the rocks, others
were observed attempting to swim across the river; but the
rest, to the number of between eight and nine hundred, sur-
rendered.* It is not necessary here to refer to the trans-
parent falsehood of the American chroniclers, who multiply
their enemy’s army by five and divide their own by three.
It may suffice to note that two of them introduce, as pre-

to represent him at the re-interment. In the Militia General Order, ‘‘ His Excellency has
much pleasure in nominating for this duty the brother of the gailant officcr who fell nobly
by the side of the Major-Geuneral in the performance of his duty as Provincial Aide-de-
camp.” It may be stated that we are indebted to his relative, Mr. John A, Macdonell, of
Toronto, for the information contained above.

* Van Rensselaer and several boat loads had gone over previously. It may be we!l to re-
mark here that this unfortunate General was, perhaps, more sinned against thin sinning,
Personally, he was, unquestionably, a brave man, but he had no strategic ability. With at
least 6,300 men between Fort Niagara and Black Rock, he should have done better, consider-
ing the well known weakness of the opposing force. Thompson, at that time Secretary of
War, tried to depreciate Van Rensselaer’s personal bravery; but at Queenston he was
wounded in four places, See a defence of the American General by his nephew and aide-de-
camp, entitled Narrative of the Affair at Queenston in the War of 1812, Now York;
1836, There is a great deal of curious information in this book.
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and died by the sword, for they all fell in battle, and there is
not an individual remaining in the whole line, so far as I am
aware of.” Allan’s grand-daughter had, in addition, a cousin
who was a General, and her husband was also a General.
Another McLean (John) was in the Hudson Bay Company’s
serviee, and published a work on the North-West. General
Lachlan McLean owed his promotion to his good looks. Un-
like most of his clan, he did little or no fighting. The Duke of
York,Commander in Chief, had a weakness for handsome offi-
cers; the consequence was Lachlan’s rapid promotion as suc-
cessively Lieutenant-Colonel, Brigadier-General, Major-Gen-
eral, and Lieutenant-General. At Quebec, as senior General,
he secured the post of commandant of the garrison with its
emoluments. The Hon. Neil McLean also hailed from Mull.
Born in 1759, he entered the Royal Highland Emigrants as
Ensign, and was subsequently gazetted a Lieutenant of the
84th. When that regiment was disbanded he remained on
half-pay until 1796, when he was made Captain of the Royal
Canadian Volunteers, serving at Montreal, Quebec, and York,
taking part in the battle of Chrysler’s farm. He finally set-
tled at St. Andrews, Stormont, marrying a Miss Macdonald
(of the brave Glengarry stock), by whom he had three sons,
John, Archibald and Alexander. The eldest was for years
Sheriff of Kingston; Alexander entered the Royal New-
foundland Regiment, and saw considerable service in the war
of 1812 ; and he subsequentlyenlistedin the Stormont Militia,
being wounded at the capture of Ogdensburg. He was sub-
sequently M.P.P, and Treasurer of Stormont and Glengarry.
The second son is more widely known to the present genera-
tion. Archibald McLean (afterwards Chief-Justice of On-
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lowing joined the York Volunteers. His captain (Duncan
Cameron) was wounded by a spent ball in the elbow, and
thus rendered helpless ; McLean himself was severely wound-
ed in the thigh. Then followed Macdonell's gallant charge
up the steep, and the surrender of the American forces.
Macdonell fell close to McLean, and his first ery was to him,
“ Archie, help me.” The reinforcements from Fort George
had finished the business ; but the victory was dearly pur-
chased by the deaths of Brock and Macdonell. The ill-
advised armistice concluded by Gen. Sheaffe terminated the
campaign, and McLean returned to York, with a view of
prosecuting his studies and the legal profession. Visiting his
friends in eastern Ontario, he was commissioned to recruit

a company in the battalion which his father, Neil McLean, was

. about to raise. So conspicuous was the Lieutenant’s gal-

lantry, that Sir George Prevost offered him a commission in
the line—a tempting offer in those days—but declined by
MecLean, who fought only for his native land. During his
visit, Lieut. McLean came in contact with the good Bishop
Macdonell ; and the failure of means of transport and the
deep snow accidentally brought him once more into the mid-
dle of the fray at Prescott and Ogdensburgh. The Bishop
was on the ice in a great state of agitation, as the troops had
been repulsed, and the whole north shore was exposed to the
merey of the American marauders. There were in the west-
ern division only a company of the Glengarry Fencibles and
a remnant of the Glengarry Militia. McLean and his bro-
ther obtained arms from wounded men, and hurried in haste
over the ice-clad river. They, however, arrived too late.

The eastern division consisted of a company of the 8th or
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In 1859, during a brief residence in England, he failed to
secure a seat for Brighton.*

The Hon. James Crooks (father of the Ontario Minister of
Education) was one of the earliest settlers in Upper Canada.
Born at Kilmarnock in 1778, he established himself at Ni-
agara in 1794.1 As a merchant he sent the first load of wheat
and flour from Upper Canada to Montreal,} and established
the first paper mill. Unlike Jack Cade’s victim, Lord Say,
Mr. Crooks did not lose his head on account of the latter
enterprise.§ During the war Mr. Crooks, and at least one
of his brothers, distinguished themselves in the field at
Queenston and elsewhere on the Niagara frontier. He was
soon after elected to the Assembly,| and subsequently became
a member of the Legislative Council. Throughout his pub-
lic life he was regarded as a singularly upright man, and
thoroughly independent. He died so late as 1860, in the
82nd year of his age, on the same property in West Flam-
boro” where his son, the Minister of Education, first saw the
light in 1827. In politics the Hon. James Crooks was a

* Morgan ; Celebrated Canadians, p. 473. Dr. Ryersou ; The Loyalists of America, ii.
202; and Simcoe ; Military Journal, passim.

t Three of the name are mentioned in Toronto of Old, all residents of Niagara—William,
James and Matthew. The two first-named were in partnership as merchants, In the Ga-
zette and Oracle of October 11th, 1797, appeared the following advertisement, which did not
look strange at the time ; *° Wanted to purchase a negro girl, from seven to twelve years
of age, of good disposition. For further particulars apply to the subscribers, W, and J,
Crooks, West Niagara. Scadding p. 295,

t Celebrated Canadians, p. 315,

§ That portion of the rebel’s indictment against His Lordship must be familiar to the
Shakspearian reader ; ¢ And whereas before, our fathers had uo other books but the score
and tally, thou hast caused printing to be used ; and contrary to the king, his crown and
dignity, thou hast built a paper-mill.” 2 Henry VI, Act iv. Sc. vii.

|l In a debate on a measure to legalize marriages solemnized by Methodist clergymen, he
is reported in the York Observer (Jan. 17th, 1822), to have said; *‘ He thought it was ne-
cessary that this Bill should make valid marriages heretofore contracted, and he hoped in
‘God it would take place.” [n the York Adlmanac and Royal Calendar for 1823, he appears
as member for Haltou, residing at Dundas,
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have come in contact with Robert Burns. In 1773, his en-
terprising spirit led him to emigrate to the colonies, and he
landed in Virginia, in October. When the storm of revolu-
tion broke over the land, Mr. McGill, firm in loyalty to
king and country,sacrificed his mercantile prospects, and cast
in his lot with what proved to be the losing cause. The re-
bels, although they loved liberty for themselves, were not over
tolerant.where the honest opinions of opponents-were in ques-
tion. Mr. MeGill was one of those described as “unmanage-
able traitors,” and with difficulty succeeded in making good
his escape on Lord Dunmore’s fleet. In 1777, he was Lieu-
tenant in the Loyal Virginians, and afterwards became Cap-
tain, under General Simcoe, in the Queen’s Rangers.*In 1779,
the Colonel and others of the corps fell into an ambuscade,
and into the hands of the rebels, by whom they were
harshly treated. Mr. McGill offered to aid his superior
officer’s escape, by taking his place in bed and remaining
behind. But the plan failed owing to ‘the breaking of a
false key in the door-lock. In 1783, Mr. McGill, with other
loyalists, made his way to St. John, New Brunswick, where
he remained seven or eight years. During this time he mar-
ried Miss Catharine Crookshank, a lady of singular benevo-
lence and amiability of character, with whom he lived hap-
pily for over thirty years+ Another Miss Crookshank
(Rachel) was the second wife of Dr. Macaulay, whose death

* A full account of the exploits of the Queen’s Rangers will be found in Simeoe’s Mili-
tary Journal, originally printed, for private circulation, at Exeter, and published at New
York with a memoir, in 1844.

t Mrs. McGill died on the 21st of September, 1819. An obituary notice of her, warmly

eulogistic in tone, appeared in the Upper Canada Gazette of the 25th, a copy of which lies
before us.
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sult was inevitable, since the garrison was short of powder.
Assailed from Fort Niagara, from the fleet, and by the
troops which had landed at Four-mile Creek, General Vin-
cent, after attempting to resist, was compelled to retreat,
blowing up the magazines and destroying the stores. The
out-lying posts at Fort Erie and Chippewa were ordered to join
their comrades by way of Lundy’s Lane, at the Beaver-dam.*
Considering that fifty-one broadside guns on the American
fleet had been fired almost without reply, the Canadian loss
was not so great as might have been expected. At Beaver-
dam, with the other detachments, Vincent found himself in
command of 1,600 men, and it was deemed necessary to re-
treat to Burlington Heights. This could not have been effected
but for the American General Dearborn’s blunder. Had he
landed his troops between Queenston and Fort George he
might have completely invested the latter, and the whole
garrison would have been forced to surrender. Dearborn,
however, “ who seems never to have been in a hurry,” so far
delayed the pursuit that no movement along the shore was
made until Vincent was in a position to entrench himself on
the Heights. In fact, throughout the war, there seems to
have been a fatuousness, an incapacity, or a want of dash
and courage amongst the American commanders almost inex-
plicable. Numerically their forces were almost invariably
superior ; and yet their success was utterly out of proportion
to their strength. They had now gained a footing on British

soil, and yet failed to make good their advantage. As many

* Here for the first time we meet the name of Captain Barclay, R.N., of whom more here-
after. The bearer of Vincent’s despatch was Mr, Mathieson, a volunteer on the 27th, to whose
conduct the General bears strong testimony,
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as 3,500 of them advanced from Forty-mile Creek along the
lake shore to attack Vincent. At Stoney Creek, after a march
of seven miles they halted for the night. At about midnight
704 British soldiers attacked them, under the veil of dark-
ness, and completely routed them. The Generals, Chandler
and Winder, with about 100 officers and men, were taken
prisoners, and the rest of the enemy retreated, after having
precipitately destroyed their baggage. The conflict appears
to have been a desperate one, and the'loss on our side was
very heavy. On their return to Forty-mile Creek, the
Americans were reinforced by an accession of 2,000 fresh
troops to their ranks; but. the army was thoroughly de-
moralized, and there was little difficulty in locking them up
at Fort George. The affair at the Beaver-dam was a salient
instance of American weakness. This was the notable occa-
sion on which Mrs. Secord distinguished herself by marching
through the woods, in peril by savages, to warn the officer
of a small force of his danger. Here 570 men,* under
Colonel Boerstler, surrendered toLieutenant Fitzgibbon and
thirty men! It is unnecessary to dwell upon the successful
raids by Colonel Thomas Clarke,} of the 2nd Lincoln Militia,
or Bishop’s gallant achievement at Black Rock. By degrees
the Americans were cooped up in Fort George, where, as oc-

casion offered, they engaged in forays upon farm-yards

* Coffin (p. 147) states the American detachment at 673. Speaking of Mrs. Secord’s
achievement, he says, ‘Such was the man (Fitzgibbon) to whom, on the night of the 25th
June, there came a warping inspired by woman’s wit, and conveyed with more than female
energy.” Of Mrs, Secord’s nationality we know nothing ; but she ought to have been a
countrywoman of Flora Macdonald.

t “Clarke, a Scotchman by birth, was an Indian trader, and forwarder of goods to the
western hunting-grounds, a member of the firm of Street & Clarke,”— Coffin, p. 159,
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British commander was so short of men that he was com-
pelled to obtain the assistance of a detachment of the 41st,
since only fifty seamen had arrived to equip five vessels. The
Americans had nine ships of a better class, and they were
well manned. The disparity between the forces will be better
understood in figures. The enemy had 580 men, the British
385 ; and the weight of metal was 928 1bs. against 459.* The
force arrayed against Barclay was, therefore, almost doubly
superior—fully so if the equipment of the fleets is taken into
the reckoning. Nevertheless, a hard and bloody struggle was
maintained, and Barclay’s flag-ship emerged from the con-
flict a perfect wreck. Notwithstanding the notorious facts,
Congress passed a resolution of thanks to Captain Oliver
Hazard Perry for “the decisive and glorious victory gained
on Lake Erie, on the 10th September, in the year 1813, over
« British squadron of superior force.” It is to Commodore
Perry’s credit, that his despatch makes no such allegation.
In addition to his own superiority in men and metal, he had
also the additional advantage of a favourable breeze—a mat-
ter of no slight importance in those sailing days. Captain R
H. Barclay was a Scot, and had lost an arm at Trafalgar.
From the time he landed in Canada, he displayed the greatest
energy and intrepidity. His difficulties were almost insur-
mountable; yet he struggled bravely against them, and his
defeat, although unfortunate in more respects than one, was
inevitable. After the three hours’ engagement on Lake Erie,
he declined to surrender, until he and all his officers were

either killed or wounded, and more than a third of the crew

* Auchinleck, p. 211; Christie, ii., p. 106 ; Thompson, p. 203; Coffin, p. 215: Major
Richardson, p. 111 ; McMulien, p. 285; and James' Naval History, in loco.

D
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one hundred and fifty Indians, exclusive of officers ; o that
Proctor was outnumbered sevenfold. He chose his position
j‘udiciously, and the struggle was maintained with desperate
valour; but the odds were too great against us, and the re-
sult might have been expected—defeat and disaster.* Af-
fairs never looked so gloomy as in the autumn of 1813. The
Americans commanded the two lower lakes; York was
sacked a second time; Wilkinson had a large force on the
Niagara frontier; Harrison could do as he pleased in the
west, and Hampfon, at Plattsburg, was approaching Montreal
with 16,000 men, exclusive of 10,000 militia. But the tide
was about to turn definitively. Hampton had been ordered
to threaten the commercial metropolis of Lower Canada.
"The troops there were but few, and the defence of the Pro-
vince was left to the gallant people, French and British,
whose country was invaded. There was no hesitation for a
moment, notwithstanding the imposing force arrayed against
them. General Hampton crossed the frontier with 7,000
infantry, a squadron of cavalry, and ten field-pieces. Wilkin-
son, according to the plan, ought, at the same time, to have
descended the St. Lawrence ; but he was delayed, as Ameri-

can Generals wereapt to be, until November, when his 10,000

* Tt is not necessary to enter into the controversy as to who wasin fault. Sir George Pre-
vost tried to throw the blame upon the 41st Reginent, and others have blamed Proctor, but
the reputation of both the corps and the General was beyond dispute. Major Richard-
son, who was taken prisoner at Moraviantown, inveighs bitterly against Prevost—¢‘ A com-
mander whose imbecility and want of resolution on more than one occasion (reflecting the
deepest disgrace on the British arms), had, doubtless, been ordained as a fitting punish-
ment for his arrogant censure of a corps, whose general excellence he was incompetent to ap-
preciate, and whose only positive crime was that of its weakness, its physical disorganization
and its utter destitution.”—History, p. 126. The weight of odium, however, fell upon Proc-
tor, and he was severely censured by the Prince Regent. Major Richardson, it will be re-
marked, in passing, belonged to the 92nd Highlanders subsequently, and served with the
British legion in Spain in 1835, under Sir De Lacy Evans,
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an admirable position for defensive purposes; since the
ground was rough and scored by deep ravines. There he
made a triple line of defence by abattis formed of felled trees
and brushwood, with a space of two hundred yards between
each two. The first line was in the form of an obtuse angle,
following the tortuous bendings of the ravine. Still a fresh
work was constructed, running across so as to defend the
ford. On the right of the river lay a thick wood, which
afforded shelter for a picquet ; the bridges were destroyed,
and the trees felled across the path to obstruct the enemy’s
cavalry and artillery. At length Hampton appeared with
seven thousand men to discomfit about three hundred Volti-
geurs, a band of Glengarries under Lieut-Col. Macdonell,
and a few Indians. De Salaberry had now recourse to a
ruse de guerre, of a novel kind. His buglers were dispersed
. and stationed at wide intervals, so that when they sounded
the advance, the enemy imagined the opposing force was at
least considerable. Macdonell occupied the post of honour,
and met the first brush of the assault. Hampton finding he
could make no impression upon the gallant Canadian militia,
and not relishing a trial with the bayonet withdrew his
forces at three in the afternoon, after a fight which lasted
four hours.* The Highlanders played a most conspicuous
though subordinate I.)art in this engagement, and were ex-
ceedingly active in harassing Hampton’s retreat. The chief
merit of this great military achievement belongs to Colonel
de Salaberry ;+ but the Glengarry Scots were as active and

gallant as their French comrades. Lieutenant-Colonel Mac-

* Garneau, Book 14, chap. ii. McMullen, p. 290, &c.
t See Fennings Taylor’s Sketch of De Salaberry in Porfraits of British' Americans, p. 247 ;
Morgan, p. 197 ; and Lemoine’s Maple Leaves, 2nd series, p. 146,
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march of the British Light Division before Talavera, as
deseribed by Sir W. Napier.*

When his superior officer went in pursuit, Macdonell
was placed in command of the aba;ttis, as there seemed every
probability that the attack might be renewed ; but in spite
-of his superior numbers, Hampton deemed discretion the

better part of valour, and never halted until he reached

Plattsburg. Another Scot who particularly distinguished

himself at Chateauguay was Captain Fergusson, of the Cana-
dian Fencibles, posted on De Salaberry’s right. He' took
part in the first fire, having three companies under his com-
mand, and his intrepid conduct is specially mentioned by
the historians.

It has been already stated that General Wilkinson was to
‘have joined Hampton for a combined attack on Montreal. It
was not altogether his fault that the junction was not
-effected. There were difficulties in his way, chiefly arising
from tempestuous weather,and it was not until early in No-
vember that he and his 10,000 men got under way from
‘Grenadier Island. In passing Prescott, his boats suffered
-considerably from a heavy cannonade; and, close in his wake,
came Colonel J.W. Morrison, from Kingston, with about eight
hundred regulars and militia. Being somewhat annoyed by
the enemy hovering upon his rear, Wilkinson sent General
Boyd ashore at Williamsburg with 3,500 infantry and a regi-

ment of cavalry to exterminate Morrison’s force. On the

* The Macdonells distinguished themselves on bchalf of king and country in the revolted
-colonies, as well as in 1812. In the King's Royal Regiment of New York, under Sir James
Johnson, noless than five Macdonells— Angus, John, Archibald, Alexander, and Allan—
were Captaing ; in fact, there was only one other Captain not Scottish—Patrick Daly ; Mun-
ro and Anderson making up the list. In the same corps Hugh Macdonell was lieutenant,
.and Miles Macdonell, ensign, Indeed, most of the officers of this regiment were Scots.
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teresting episode of the year was the successful defence of
Michilimackinac by Colonel McDouall, and the capture of
Prairie du Chien by Lieutenant-Colonel MeKay.* In the
latter exploit, Captain Anderson was a prominent actor.
When it is considered that this distant post on the Missis-
sippi was four hundred and fifty miles from McKay’s base of
operations, the nature of the feat may be understood.

Sir George Prevost had at last made up his mind to assume
the offensive. Reinforcements from England had arrived,
and there was no longer any excuse for timidity or half-
measures in the prosecution of the war. Drummond was
still in want of men, and the enemy were making active
preparations for another invasion of Canadian soil. General
Brown had been engaged in marshalling his forces during the
previous three months; and on the 2nd of July issued a
General Order, strikingly modest in its terms, announcing
the fifth invasion of Canada} Next morning, the two
American divisions ecrossed the river, and invested Fort
Erie, which was “in a defenceless condition,” as General
Wilkinson admitted. Its surrender was, therefore, inevit-
able. General Riall, on hearing that the enemy had landed,

despatched five companies of the Royal Scots under Colonel

* Lieut.-Colonel McDouall, the hero of this gallant exploit, was afterwards the Major-
‘General already alluded to. His voyage from Nottawasaga harbour (Collingwood) in the
Georgian Bay to Michilima¢kinac occupied no less than twenty-five days, nineteen of which
were passed in continual battling with the elements, James: Military History, in p, 186,
The Americans had previously pillaged and burned St. Mary’s (Sault Ste. Marie) under Gen-
eral Holmes, “ The brutal Holmes,” says Veritas(Letters, p. 101), *‘was killed in the at-
tack on Michilimackinac.” His ¢ brutality ” consisted in wantonly burning a horse to
death, and in destroying every edible which he could not carry away,

t It may be mentioned that some slight skirmishing had taken place, earlier in the year,
on the Thames, in which the light companies of the Royal Scots, and the 89th with Captaln
Grigor's Kent Militia, took part—the force which was a small one, under Stewart of the Scots,
effected little against a superior force,
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Lane, on the road from Queenston to Chippawa. Brown
who had been in full retreat until thus interrupted, was
engaged in occupying the position; but, although of superior
strength, was dislodged in about ten minutes at the point of
the bayonet. General Drummond now disposed his forces
in fighting form, and thus began the most obstinately con-
tested battle of the war. The combat appears to have been
somewhat confused, and for a time the enemy succeeded in
gaining possession of the road, and partially turning the
British left. The action commenced at six in the evening
and lasted until nine without intermission. After a pause
another attack was made by the Americans which continued
until midnight; then, finding all his efforts vain, Brown re-
treated to Chippawa, and thence, on the following day, to
Fort Erie.* The American force engaged amounted to about
5,000 men, whilst, as Drummond states, he had only 1,600
until reinforced by Colonel Scott and the 103rd, when they
amounted to not more than 2,800 of every description. Of
the troops in this action, the chief corps were the head-quar-
ters division of the Royal Scots, under Lieutenant Gordon
and Lieutenant Fraser ; divisions of the 8th under Colonel
Campbell, of the 103rd under Colonel Scott, flank companies
of the 104th, some Glengarries under Colonel Battersby,and
a body of militia under Colonel Hamilton. The artillery

were in charge of Captains Mackonochie and McLachlan; and

* +‘He(Brown) retreated with great precipitation to his gamp beyond Chippawa. On the
following day he abandoned his camp, threw the greater part of his baggage, camp equipage,
and provisions 1nto the Rapids, and having set fire to Street’s mills and destroyed the bridge
at Chippawa, continued his retreat in great disorder to Fort Erie,” Sir G. Drummond’s
Despatch to Sir George Prevost, July 27th, 1814, The mills were at Bridgewater, hence not
inappropriately the American name of the battle.
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A braver and more self-sacrificing Scot never wore the King’s
uniform, and his death was deeply deplored by his surviv-
ing comrades—indeed by the entire service.*

Thus ended the war so far as the Niagara frontier was con-
cerned. General Brown occasionally threatened to resume
the offensive, but scarcely attempted anything. About the
middle of September, an assault was made on the British
batteries before Fort Erie, but although the enemy’s superior
force partly penetrated the works, it was driven out at the
point of the bayonet, with a loss of six hundred.t A succes-
sion of heavy rains rendered the repair of the batteries im-
practicable,- and therefore, on the 21st, Sir G. Drummond
ordered a retreat to Chippawa. Brown affected some inten-
tion of harassing the rear, but never came to close quarters,
although Drummond tried every expedient to lure him into
action. The American General knew that the game was up,
and what remained of the large army of invasion, so soon as
the British were out of the way, evacuated Fort Erie, and
recrossed the river. The energy and skill of Sir Gordon
Drummond, had thus cleared Canadian soil of the invaders,
and a;lthough the last incident of the war was disastrous, the
entire campaign was, in the highest degree creditable, both
to the strategy of the general and the bravery of the men.}

As Thompson remarks (p. 243), whatever object the Ameri-

* Morgan ; Celebrated Canadians, &ec., pp. 222-3.

+ Thompson, p. 242.

4 It may not be amiss to note that both Sir Gordon’s sons died in the service of their
country. The younger, Russell Gordon, was killed on H. M. S, Satellite, when a lieutenant,
during an insurrection at Callao, in 1835, Gordon, the elder, was a Colenel in the Cold-
stream Guards, and served in the Crimea, where he commanded the Brigade of Guards at the
final assault on Sebastopol. He died of fatigue, prematurely worn out, in November, 1856.
Sir Gordvn himself lived until October, 1854, when he died in London, in the eighty-fourth
year of his age.
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cans may have proposed to themselves by this last invasion,
“1t is certain that nothing was acquired, if we except a fresh
proof of the loyalty of the Canadian people to their sover-
eign, and their unshaken zeal to defend their country from
the grasp of its enemy, at whatever time he might think
proper to invade it.” 1

So far as the old Provinces of Canada were concerned, the
last event was Sir George Prevost’s abortive expedition to
Plattsburg. Into that disastrous affair, our immediate pur-
pose does not call upon us to enquire. The General had a
large force and yet failed, sacrificing to his incapacity the
lives of a gallant Irishman, Commodore Downie, R. N., and
eighty-four of his command. There were in addition ninety
sailors wounded, while the land forces, in eight or nine days,
lost about two hundred and fifty.* The capture of Washing-
ton by General Ross, and the battle of New Orleans in 1815,
are outside our present subject, while the taking of Moose
Island, and the Penobscot expedition only concern Canada,
in so far as they resulted in the capture of a large part of
Massachusetts, afterwards surrendered by the treaty of peace.
It is worthy of notice, however, that three of the best admi-
rals on the Atlantic board, Cockburn, Maleolm and Cochrane,
were Scots.

The Americans, being now heartily tired of the war, the
peace party gained strength day by day. The conflict had
been precipitated by Mr. Madison, in the hour of Eng-
land’s difficulty, and now the fall of Bonaparte had freed the
right arm of the mother country. Canada was to have fallen

* See The Letters of Veritas. Montreal : W, Gray, 1815, pp. 111, 122.

E









CHAPTER II.

COLONIAL GOVERNMENT DOWN To 1791.

o=

ﬁ]‘}T is beside the purpose of this work to attempt a con-
& stitutional history of the Provinces in full detail.
Nevertheless, in order to link together the names and active
services of Scotsmen in public life, it appears advisable, in
addition to what has already appeared in a previous part of
this work, to give at least the thread of the whole storyin a
connected way. The French régime, with its various changes,
may be disposed of in a paragraph. During more than a
century, the Colony of New France, although nominally a

Gallic possession, was practicallsr in the hands of commercial

_monopolies. Such were the establishments in Acadia under
De Monts—* The Associated Merchants,” and “ The Hundred
Associates,” a Company chartered by Cardinal Richelieu.
In 1663, however, Canada was constituted a Sovereign
Colony, governed by a Council consisting of six, then eight,
and finally twelve members. Of these the Governor, the
Bishop and the Intendant were the chief, being ex-officio
members. The Governor was the first subject in New
France, usually a noble. He had the power of making war
and peace, and of entering into treaties, standing, in fact, as

the representative of the Crown. In like manner, the Bishop
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inferior vassals, and these again made grants to their vassals,
who were habitants, or regular cultivators of the soil. * The
administration of justice was, on the whole, fair and equit-
able; yet, as might have been expected, it favoured, in
practice, the superior class. The Council issued decrees, be-
ing only controlled by the royal edicts and the custom of
Paris. Subordinate Courts were constituted in the three
judicial distriets of Quebec, Three Rivers and Montreal,
The seigniors inhabiting the corporate seigniory of Montreal
had also the right to settle disputes, but, in course of time
their jurisdiction was restricted to small causes.

Thus then lived the Franco-Canadian, for the most part
happy and contented. His tastes were frugal, his habits
simple, and his wants singularly‘ moderate. He was at-
tached to his Chureh, and seldom found fault with the ocea-
sional rapacity of his rulers. The younger spiritswho rebelled
against the hum-drum life of the Colony, found a vent to
their energies as coureurs de bots, or in those interminable
struggles with the Iroquois which had been left as a fatal
heritage of woe and bloodshed by the folly of the early lea-
ders and viceroys. All was changed by the conquest which
ended with the capitulations of 1759-60. Up to this tim
the Government had been purely despotic, after the true
Bourbon fashion. Feudalism was thoroughly, interwoven
with the social life of Canada, and freedom in any sense can
hardly be said to have had an existence. The pl‘bblem
which now presented itself to the Imperial Government was

new, and one not easy of solution. A military period of

* 1bid, p, 245,
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died in 1836, aged 90, in London, after having served for
some years in the Executive Council of the Province.* He
succeeded in gaining the ear of the Home Government, and
the result was the transmission to the Governor of a draft
Bill providing for the establishment of representative insti-
tutions in Canada. In the spring of 1791, the measure was
introduced by Mr. Pitt, and at once excited strong opposition

from the British colonists. The very first proposition was

. a division of Canada into two Provinces, and to that Mr.

Lymburner and his clients strenuously objected. Each
Province was to have a Legislature consisting of a Lieut.-
Governor, Legislative Council, and House of Assembly. By
the same Act, were established the Clergy Reserves, destined
in the future to be a fruitful source of trouble and contro-
versy. It was enacted so as to avoid a recurrence of the
disputes which had lost England the thirteen colonies that
the British Parliament should impose no taxes but such as
were necessary for the regulation of trade and commerce,
“and to guard against the abuse of this power, such taxes
were to be levied and disposed of by the Legislature of each
division.”t {

On the 23rd of March, Mr. Lymburner was heard at the
bar of the House of Commons against the Bill. He read a
wvery able and interesting paper of considerable length ; and,
although he failed to influence the Government majority the
document is still worthy of perusal{ He urged the pro-

priety of totally repealing the Quebec Act on the ground

* Christie’s History, vol. i., p. 114.
t Pitt’s speech in Christie, vol. L., pp. 69-71.
 The bulk of it is given by Christie, vol. 1., pp. 74-114.
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for a triennial assembly with free admission to Roman
Catholics, for a limited number of Legislative Councillors
chosen for life by the Crown, for the establishment, as fun-
damental laws, of the criminal and commercial laws and
customs of England, with the Habeas Corpus Act and Eng-
lish common law in the Upper Canada districts.*

As early as 1755, the question of representative govern-
ment presented itself in Nova- Scotia. - In that year, Chief
Justice Belcher was directed by the Lords of Trade to in-
quire whether the Governor and Council could enact laws
without the consent of the Legislative Assembly. He de-
cided—and his view was sustained by the Attorney-General
and Solicitor-General in England—that they had no such
power. The Governor was of opinion that there were in-
superable obstacles in the way of 'calling an Assembly ; but
his objections were over-ruled. He found that the influ-
ence of the Halifax merchants would preponderate in the
House ; but, as was well replied, that could be no excuse
for the exercise of an authority pronounced illegal by the
law officers of the Crown. Petitions flowed in praying for
the convocation of a Legislature; but Governor Lawrence
“almost beseeched ” the Lords of Trade not to insist upon
it at present. Their Lordships, however, having apparently

lost all patience, made their instructions peremptory.t A

“ One extract from this long and able address may be given as a specimen of its vigorous
style : “But sir, if the Province is to be divided and the old system of laws continued ; if it
is expected that either part of the Province, separated as proposed by this Bill, shall, in its
present exhausted and impoverished state, raise the supplies for supporting the whole ex-
penses of government—it will be reducing the Provinces to a situation as bad as the children
of Israel in Egypt, when they were required to make bricks without straw. The people
will see that the apparent freedom held out by the new system is delusive, and the new con-
stitution will complete that ruin which the former pernicious system had left unfinished.”

t The entire correspondence on this subject will be found in the Nova Scotia Archives.
Halifax, 1865, pp. 709-725.
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be scen hereafter, the French population and their few Bri-
tish allies were evidently struggling wildly, without possess-
ing that prudent balance and soberness of aim which could
alone enlarge the basis of the structure without overturning
it altogether.

The first years under the new constitution need not be
described in detail, inasmuch as sketches of Sir James
Craig’s administration, and of some of the more prominent
Scots antecedent to the time of 1812, were given in earlier
pages. The first Lower Canadian Legislature was called
together on the 30th of December, 1791. The lists of Legis-
lative Councillors, members of Assembly, and Executive
Councillors, contain, from time to time, a number of Scots,
of whom little record remains except their names. Hon. Wm.
Grant, a Quaker merchant, was an Executive Councillor ; so
was Hugh Finlay, who gave his name to the Finlay Market.
Sir Alexander Mackenzie, of whom we shall have more to say
in connection with the North-west, was originally a Cana-
dian merchant.. He was born at Inverness, and represented
the County of Huntingdon in 1804. Hon. James McGill,
who sat in several parliaments and was an Executive Coun-
cillor for some years, has already been referred to at length.
There are other names such as those of J. Young, shipbuilder,
John Craigie, David Munroe, John Murray, and John Lees.
Most of the Scotsmen who attained positions in public life
at that time, were engaged in mercantile or shipping houses,
at Quebec, Three Rivers, or Montreal. Of course the House
was preponderatingly French. In the Assembly of 1800,
for example, out of fifty members only fourteen names in-

dicate British origin, and one was Dutch, or more probably
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the Custom House of which Mr. Allan was collector.* Mr.
Allan, however, was not a mere office-holder ; but a public
spirited citizen ready to serve bis fellows in any useful work.
He was one of the trustees for the Mall, a pleasure promenade
which, like its successor, the Prince of Wales’ Walk, has dis-
appeared forever. Largely interested in the development of
the district he busied himself with road-making, the levelling
of hills, the improvement of Yonge Street, and the open-
ing up of Queen Street to the Don. As an ardent church-
man he took part in the erection of the first Church of St.
James, and was a liberal contributor to the fund for its sup-
port. A justice of the peace at an early date, he subse-
quently became a member of the Legislative Council. Dur-
ing the war he was in active service as Major in the York
Militia, and fought, we believe, at Queenston.

The period antecedent to 1812 may now be dismissed as
eminently barren and unfruitful. Notwithstanding some
fitful efforts after political vitality—merely of the embryo
sort—there really was no public life worthy of the name.
The struggle for existence, under the pressing necessities
of early settlement, absorbed all human activities, and
society, if not in the patriarchal stage, approached it in its
rude activity. One has only to turn over any of the dingy
yellow journals of the period to perceive that the future
life of the Provinces, ultimately to form a nation, was only
in the making. Trade was in a refreshing state of simplicity,

although there seems to have been no lack of vigorous enter-

* % We gather also from the Calendars of the day that Mr, Allan was likewise Inspector of
Flour, Pot and Pearl Ash ; and Inspector of Shop, Stall and Tavern duties. In an early,
limited state of society, a man of more than the ordinary aptitude of affairs is required to
-act in many capacities.” Scadding, p. 39.
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years to come. The House found fault with the impedi-
ments thrown in the way of immigration, a bad postal sys-
tem, and the wrongs of the militia. Of course no Executive
in those days could submit to legislative impertinences of
so pronounced a character, and the Governor hurried down
to the House only tosend it about its business. A Scot now
appeared upon the scene, so unique in character and carcer,
that his life must be sketched at some length.

Robert Fleming Gourlay was born in Fifeshire somewhere
between 1780 and 1784. He was evidently a man of keen

~ observation, shrewd and talented. But it must be confessed

that he was the victim of a litigious and irritable disposi-
tion. The chief materials for his ‘biography are to be found
in his collection of occasional pamphlets bearing the singular
title of “The Banished Briton and Neptunian.” * That he
was in every way an honest and conscientious man is clear
from first to last. That he was, at the same time, energetic,
painstaking and philanthropic seems equally obvious. So
early as the first year of the century he was employed by
the Imperial Government to enquire into the condition of
the English poor and suggest a remedy for prevailing distress.
Upon his report a Bill was introduced as a Government mea-
sure, but rejected by the Lords. In personal business he was

certainly unfortlinate, through no fault of his own. He in-

* The latter designation is explained in one of these brochures by the following docu-

ment written at sea, after a visit to Scotland ;
¥ « Tgg PACIFIC, AT SEA, Nov, 9, 1833

““NOTICE TO CREDITORS-—I hereby intimate that I have sailed for America, not to evade
payment of debts, but that all may be paid in full, for which funds are more than sufficient.
¢ Witness my hand,
¢ Rosr. GOURLAY,
. “Late of Leith, subject to the King.
¢ ROBT. FLEMING GOURLAY,
¢ of the Ocean, and subject to Neptune.”
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Unluckily for himself, however, his final query was inter-
preted as having a political significance. It would now be
considered an extremely innocent one, even had its purpose
been political. “ What, in your opinion, retards the improve-
ment of your township in particular, or of the Province in
general ; and what would most contribute to the same ?2”
were the words used. The ruling party, however, at once
scented treason in the air, and although Gourlay’s intentions
were then strictly non-political, he became thenceforth a
marked man. Forced into the unsavoury slough of partisan-
ship,to some extent from a feeling of natural astonishment,and
still more from the strong stubbornness which characterized
him, instead of making his way out of the Serbonian bog as
fast as he could, Gourlay floundered and struggled with his
enemies until he sank in the manner already described.

It is a plausible account of the matter to attribute the
poor man’s troubles to infirmity of tempér; but the very
laudable attempt he made, apart altogether from party con-
siderations, rendered him obnoxious to the dominant caste.
The Imperial Government were on Gourlay’s side, without
perhaps being conscious of his efforts. An-Act had been
passed in England to provide facilities for emigration to
Canada, another for the naturalization of aliens ; and finally,
the Upper Canadian Lieutenant-Governor had been com-
manded to concede grants of land to the complaining militia-
men. And yet it was because he sided with the advisers of
the Crown in England that Gourlay was arrested for sedition.
The party in power at York was vehemently opposed to
immigration, either British or American. It must be borne

in mind that at this time the population of the Province was
G
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in the Metcalfe controversy he took strong ground in favour
of the Governor-General. It is clear that no abstract
theories of government troubled him, and if he had been left
alone, Ministries and Assemblies might have done as they
pleased. Still his influence, brief though his career in Canada
was, had an important bearing upon the future. His Con-
vention—a term he himself disliked because it was Ameri-
ca'n—stimula,ted the political growth of the colony beyond
question. From that time forth there was undoubtedly
such a thing as public opinion. The sufferings endured by
Robert Gourlay most certainly shook his reason and utterly
ruined him : but the fruit of his brief labours remain with
us to this day. The Province thus owes to him two inesti-
mable titles to respect. He was the first to lay its claims as
a field for colonization before the world in a detailed and
systematic form ; and the first also to stimulate political activ-
ity, and usher in the new era of free responsible government.
That he was conscious of no political aim is not at all to
his discredit. He was the forerunner of a new dispensation,
and, like other forerunners, had only a dim appreciation of

its scope and tendency. * That the treatment he received

than European domination. You call yourself a patriot, and fly from home, and enlist
scouudrels for the conquest of your country. This is patriotism with a vengeance : but
God will avenge. I am, more insorrow than in aunger, yours, &c., R. F. G. To Gen. Van
Renssalaer, who was mustering the ‘‘ patriots,” he wrote: ¢ David before Goliah seemed
little, but God was with him. What are you in the limbo of vanity, with no stay but the
devil ?"—a sentence eminently Carlylesque.

* It is only fair to Gourlay, as mention has been made of his opposition to the rebels in
1837-8, and his eulogy upon Lord Metcaife, to quote his views with regard to Lord Dur-
ham’s Report, which paved the way for responsible government. It is highly beneficial
to meet and support Lord Durham’s Report” (Letter to the Fxaminer, May 25, 1839)
‘“Now that we sce his report, I am doubly anxious to give him aid. I read it for the
first time this week, and though shortcoming as regards this Province, I am highly de-
lighted with it. From Beginning to end, it is candid, fearless, straightforward, and to the
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was not merely unconstitutional and illegal, but simply bar-
barous, has been acknowledged on all sides. In 1836, Mr.
Sherwood only contended for a pardon simply because the
other alternative was an acknowledgment of the injustice
to which he had been subjected. By this time the extra-
ordinary Act of 1816, under which Gourlay was convicted,
had been repealed, avowedly because of its unconstitution-
ality. The sentence of banishment was kindly annulled, but
the matter did not rest there. In 1841 Gourlay, in a peti-
tion to the House, gave a detailed account of his sufferings.
It was referred to a select committee which reported
that the petitioner’s imprisonment in 1819 “ was illegal, un-
constitutional and without the possibility of excuse or pal-
liation.” It went on to set forth that the refusal of counsel,
and especially the trying character of the imprisonment,
during part of which Gourlay was confined in a close
cell, “for five weeks in the dog-days,” were unjust, uncon-
stitutional and cruel. Sir Allan McNab stated, during the
debate, that he had heard of the sufferings of Mr. Gourlay,

which he regretted as much as any man.* A resolution was

point ; no useless verbiage—no mystification as in most Statc papers. In its very style, in-
deed, we have hope that the age of darkness is over, and that common sense is to have a
chance.” And then, he adds, looking regretfully back at his own abortive efforts, ‘“Twenty
years ago, all this information might have been obtained at one-tenth of the cost had
my projects gone into effect ; but the fulness of time, unfortunately for me, was not come.”
—1bid. }

* In referring to the case, Dr. Dunlop, of whom mention will be made hereafter, argued
that the Act of 1804 was unconstitutional, as no body on the face of the earth, whether
King, Lords or Commons of Great Britain, or Governor, Council or Assembly of Canada,
had the power to banish a British subject unconvicted and uncharged with crime. More
over the statute only authorized the banishment of British subjects who had not resided in
the Province more than six months ; whereas it was well known that Gourlay had been an
inhabitant for more than two years, He pointed out the absurdity of the judge’s decision
that only a freeholder, and not a tenant, can be an inhabitant—in short exposed the invalidity
of all the proceedings.

.
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and diplomatist ” all in one. At the capture of York he was
incessantly active. After the explosion, by which General
Pike wa,s' killed at the old fort, the Americans threatened
vengeance upon the defenceless town which had been evacu-
‘ated by General Sheaffe and his forces. The rector, how-
_ever, was equal to the occasion; and, as a contemporary writer
puts it, “by his great firmmess of character saved the town
of York in 1813 from sharing the same fate as the town of
Niagara met with some months afterwards.” The sturdy
clergyman at once visited General Dearborn, and threatened
that if he carried out his threat of sacking the town, Buffalo,
Lewiston, Sackett’s Harbour and Oswego should be destroyed
so soon as troops arrived from England. His earnestness
and determination moved the American, and he spared the
little Yorkers from any systematic burning and plunder.
‘But all the danger was not over ; marauding parties wan-
dered about the town seeking for plunder, and not unfre-
quently were confronted by the sturdy little rector. On
one occasion two Yankee soldiers visited the house of Col.
Givens, who was an officer in the retreating army. The in-
mates were absolutely helpless, and the marauders made off
with the family plate. Dr. Strachan at once went after
them, and demanded back the stolen property. Under the
circumstances this was a singularly courageous thing to do,
and apparently a hopeless one. Buv the rector was a man
of unwavering resolution, and managed at last, without any
other weapon than that which nature had placed in his
mouth to secure the return of the goods to their rightful
owners. The pluck and bravery displayed by him through-
out that trying time showed sufficiently the real “grit” of
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the man, and the boldness and strength of will shown then,
characterized his life. In resolution and determined per-
severance, he was every inch a Scot.

In 1818 began Dr. Strachan’s public life in the ordinary
sense of the term; for he was then nominated an executive
cauncillor and took his seat in the Legislative Council. He
remained a member of the Government until 1836, and of
the Upper House up to the union of the Provinces in 1841.
‘There was nothing singular in these appointments; nor do
they seem to require the elaborate defence offered for them
by Dr. Strachan’s biographers. The state needed all the
available talent at its disposal in those days, much as Eng-
land was sorely bested in the old days when prelates were
Lord Chancellors. Moreover the constitutional theory
then in vogue required at least some approach to English
theory and practice. That “the image and transeript” was
a pale and bloodless simulacrum must be conceded; the
forms were there, but the substance was to come thereafter.
Dr. Strachan was not then a Bishop, indeed he only became
Archdeacor: of York in 1825. But, as Dr. Scadding and
Mr. Fennings Taylor remark, he was the most prominent
churchman at York, and, therefore, naturally came forward
as the representative of religion in the councils of the state,
on as clear a title at all events as the first Protestant Bishop
of Quebec when elevated to the rank of an Executive Coun-

cillor in the Upper House upon his arrival.*

* There is another possible reason why the Bishop and Dr. Strachan were made Executive
Councillors, Under the old French régime, even before their appointment as Bishops, and
more than once during an Episcopal interregnum, Vicars-General sat at the Council Board
at Quebec as of right. It is at any rate probable that after the conquest, and especially
when a new Church establishment was contemplated, the Governors resolved to remain
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About the time of Dr. Strachan’s appointment as council-
lor, began the politico-ecclesiastical conflict which was only
brought to a close within the memory of the existing gener-
ation. By the Imperial Act of 1774, which conceded to the
Gallican clergy the right to collect tithes, provision was made
for the support of “a Protestant clergy;” and in 1791, one-
seventh of the lands was set apart for that purpose in Upper
Canada under the name of Clergy Reserves. Dr. Scadding
is no doubt in the right when he interprets the intention of
the Imperial Government to have been the establishment of
the Church of England in the one Province as an off-set to
the quasi establishment of the Roman Catholic Church in the
other. But it is not so much with the aim of Parliament
as with the letter of the statute that we have to do. Even
though it be taken for granted that by “a Protestant clergy,”
the Government meant the clergy of the Established Church ;
the question still remains, which of those which are by law
established in Great Britain and Ireland? North of the
Tweed, the Presbyterian communion was the State Church
and Episopalians were Dissenters ; south of it, the latter
formed the establishment. Across the channel, both were
endowed, although the Anglican Church maintained the
supremacy, with representatives in the House of Lords. If
then, in a new country, towards which people of all the great
religious communions were tending, by “ a Protestant clergy 5
were meant the Anglican clergy, why was the ambiguous
phrase adopted ? The Presbyterian faith was established in

Scotland and Ireland, and there seemed no valid reason why

faithful to ancient precedent throughout the Province. After 1791, of course, the same
system would naturally be maintained.

H
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it should cease to be in as favourable a position in Upper
Canada. Moreover, the Nonconformists, especially the earnest
and growing Wesleyan-Connexion, as well as the older Con-
gregationalists could rot be excluded under the terms of the
land reserve. No one could fairly deny to them the title of
Protestant; indeed they were, perhaps, more distinctively
Protestant than the Church of England which has always
disclaimed the term. ' i

The immigration which set in after the peace of 1815,
had been of a somewhat miscellaneous character, and so it
came about that grave discontent arose amongst the new
settlers, occasioned by reserves and grants of all sorts, es-
pecially those set apart for the clergy. They were, for the
time, in the dead hand of the Church, obstructed settlement,
and where every seventh two-hundred acre lot was thus
closed up and fenced about ecclesiastically though not liter-
ally, there was certainly some reason for complaint. In
1819, the Presbyterians of Niagara petitioned the Lieuten-
ant-Governor, Sir Peregrine Maitland, for a grant of £100
for the support of a Scottish Church minister, and boldly
hinted that the grant should come from the funds arising
from the Clergy Reserves. This memorial was forwarded in
due course to Earl Bathurst, the Colonial Secretary, who
replied that the Reserves were intended for the Established
Churches of England and Scotland, and not for “the denom-
inations,” referred to by the Governor. This dispatch at
once arvused Dr. Strachan, who in 1823 forwarded a memor-
ial protesting against the attempt to distribute funds in-
tended for the Anglican Church.* The rector of York, to

\
* One extract from this memorial will suffice, “ They ” (the petitioners) ‘‘ are impelled by
a sense of duty most earnestly, though most respectfully, to deprecate the rivalry to the
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be rightly understood, must be viewed from his own stand-
point. He had a deep and sincere veneration for the English
constitution, and naturally regarded the Anglican Church as
one of its chief pillars. The image and transeript of old
country institutions could not be regarded as complete, he
thought, unless the Church were not merely established, but
represented also in the councils of the Province.* Dr.
Strachan was eminently a patriot ; such he showed himself
to be from first to last. That he erred in his politicél course
we may readily admit ; but in so far as he did so, he merely
thought and acted like other men who floated on the current
of the time, instead of attempting to stem it. His course
during the war, and subsequently, when it appeared neces-
sary to meet the false aspersions and mis-statements of Ame-
rican historians, made him the special champion of Upper
Canada.

His somewhat narrow creed, political no less than ecclesi-
astical, may be readily condoned when one contemplates
his vigour and patriotic impulse. It is easy to affect con-
tempt for a strong character like. his; but it asserted itself
during a long life, and bore well the wear and tear of nearly
ninety years of unflinching exertion for the public weal, as he
regardedit. Certainly on the two great questions about which
Dr. Strachan was so keenly concerned, he was doomed to

disappointment. The law officers of the Crown decided that

Church of England and those endless evils of disunion, competition and irritation of which
a compliance with the ministers of the Kirk of Scotland cannot fail, in the opinion of your
Lordship’s petitioners, most widely to scatter the seeds.” The memorial goes on to urge
the need of nnanimity in religion, by “a judicions protection of the English Church es-
tablishment already formed, and the completion of the plan already provided by the wis-
dom of the Government.”

* McMullen, in his history, utters some harsh words about the Bishop, not to be justi-
fied by any impartial judge of the spirit of the time. See especially p. 350.
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came the first Bishop of Toronto. The following year he
ceased tobe amemberof the Legislative Council,and abstained
thenceforth from taking any part in public affairs, save in
that department which may be termed church polities.

The other subject of intense interest with him was the Pro-
vincial University. How the first flush of his hopes had
been disappointed has already been recorded. Twenty-eight
years elapsed before any attempt was made to carry out the
project of Lieutenant-Governor Simcoe. In 1827 a royal
<charter was granted in favour of King’s College. The charter
was drawn no doubt mainly on the lines laid down by the
archdeacon himself. It was to be essentially an Anglican
university. In the four faculties, all the Professors were to
be “ members of the Established United Church of England
and Ireland,” and were required “to severally sign and sub-
seribe the Thirty-nine Articles.” The only liberal provision
in it was an exemption from any religious test on the part
of students and graduates in faculties other than that of
divinity. King’s College was not opened until 1843, and
in 1850 all that made it valuable in the Bishop’s eyes was
eliminated. All that was distinctively Anglican disappeared.
The faculty of divinity was abolished and, so far as educa-
tion was concerned, ©all semblance of connection between
<church and state” proclaimed afterwards in the preamble to
the Clergy Reserve Act, was done away.

The venerable Bishop was equal to the emergency, for
the old fire was not yet dead, although it burned in an aged
bosom which had breasted the tide of life during more
than seventy years. His mission to England was a won-

derful effort at his advanced age. Yet in little more than
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ancient foundations of England and Secotland. He had no
patience with lop-sided institutions ; and, having determined
to make an Anglican university, he resolved that it should be
one in fact as well as in name. In other directions, the memo-
rable prelate certainly effected work of unquestionable value,
So soon as the severance between Church and State had
been formally proclaimed, his administrative and legislative
tact was employed in placing the Anglican Church upon a
sound governmental basis. To him the laity of that commu-
nion owe it that they are represented in the Synods of the
church as substantially as with the Presbyterians. The
elders of the latter correspond with the lay delegates of
the former ; they are elected alike by the members of con-
gregations, and have given a stimulus to parochial and church
life generally, which cannot be estimated too highly.

The Bishop’s later years were passed in efforts to extend.
the usefulness of the Church to which he was so ardently at-
tached, and to promote harmony amongst'the various types
of thought, doctrinal and ceremonial, within its pale. He
was a warm-hearted man, unspoilt by the fierce contentions,
political and ecclesiastical, through which he had passed.
Like other ardent spirits, he was at once dogmatic and tole-
rant ; firm, not to say stubborn, in opinion; yet in practice
catholic, and systematically benevolent. During the even-
ing of his long and eventful life, the venerable Bishop was
universally respected by men of all creeds and political par-
ties. The embers of departed struggles had burned them-
selves out, and everyone felt respect for the statesman-prelate
who served as the chief remaining link between a distant

and almost forgotten past, and the new and altered life of



444 THE SCOT IN BRITISH NORTH AMERICA.

the present. That he had combatted the reforming spirit of
progress in the earlier time, and had failed, was no ground
for prejudice in men’s eyes, now that the battle had been lost
and won. It was enough that Dr. Strachan was active,
earnestly human and undaunted even when the people had
decided emphatically that he was mistaken in his zeal, as
well asin his methods. So, at the last, when he was almost
alone in the world, bereft of domestic solace, he found human
sympathy from the large and liberal heart of the entire com-
munity.* He had lived in the Province and been a conspic-
uous actor in its affairs from the days of Governor Simcoe to
the opening year of confederation,and died on the second of
November, 1867, in the eighty-ninth year of his age, manful,
energetic and courageous to the last. Funereal pomp is not
always the evidence of either respect or regret. Still there
was no mistake about the sincerity of the tribute paid to the
deceased Bishop. The two universities with whose early for-
tunes his name was indissolubly associated, the national socie-
ties, the clergy of all churches, Protestant and Catholic,}
all the civic dignitaries and institutions, were fully repre-

sented on the occasion. It was not without significance that

* ““For several years before his departure hence, however, his well-known form, caught
sight of in the streets, or at public gatherings for patriotic or benevoleut purposes, had
him regarded and saluted with the same kind of universal interest that used to accompany
the great Duke towards the end of his career, in the parks and squares of Loudon.” Dr.
Scadding, p. 66.

t Bishop(now Archbishop) Lynch took part in the mournful pr ion, and his pr
there reminded the writer of an incident which occurred some four years before. In con-
nection with a philanthropic movement on foot at the time, it had been resolved that the aid
of two Bishops should be solicited. The Mayor and those associated with him, first visited Dr,
Strachau, who received them with a cheery smile, and, when informed that the delegation
intended to visit the Catholic Bishop, he looked up and said in that hearty, but rather
rough Fifeshire accent of his: * Ech, Dr. Lynch is a fine mon, and a great frien’ of mine ; we
often hae a crack thegither.” In turn, the Catholic Bishop expressed himself with equal
warmth touching his rival in the See, but his friend by the hearth.
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the troops, regular and other, lined the streets and that
the strains of martial music were heard at the burial of one
who was first a churchman of the militant type, and next a
patriotic citizen. The new order had succeeded to the old;
but the military authorities had not forgotten the brave
rector who stepped into the breach, when the invader at-
tempted to sack the town wherein he lived and died. With
many, perhaps with most, of Bishop Strachan’s earlier views
it is impossible to express more than a qualified sympathy ;
still he was a brave, strong, conscientious man, rough-hewn
in some respects, yet worthy of sincere admiration for all the
good he accomplished,apart from the theories he held concern-
ing church and state. Scotland has no reason to be ashamed
of her prelate-son, since the weaknesses of his policy were
frustrated, and only the sturdy, sharply-cut figure of the
courageous little Bishop remains as a salient example of good
Scottish pluck, energy and perseverance. .

We have already alluded to Dr. Dunlop, and this appears
as fitting a place as any that may present itself hereafter to
sketch a character singularly eccentric and almost bizarre.
William Dunlop was born at Greenock, in the last decade of
the eighteenth century. He came to Canada with Mr. John
Galt—of whom hereafter—in 1826, and took part in the
D founding of Guelph. He had been an old contributor to
Blackwood's Magazine, and was intimately acquainted with
John Wilson, Maginn, Hogg, and the whole circle celebrated
in “The Recreations of Christopher North.” He resumed
his contributions to Blackwood after his arrival in Canada,
and their character may be inferred from the title of one of
them : “The Autobiography of a Rat.” In an article from
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character, and it was from her, doubtless, that Mr. Mackenzie
inherited the salient qualities in mindand action for which he
was afterwards noted. From school, while yet a lad, he went
into a draper’s shop at Dundee; thence to the counting-house
of a wool merchant named Grey, of whom he always spoke
with the greatest respect. There the mysteries of the account-
ant’s craft were made plain to him, and by the knowledge
thus acquired, he afterwards profited when in a sphere of
life he never contemplated in those early times. With Scot-
tish pluck and independence, when only nineteen, he went
into business for himself at Alyth, keeping what in Amer-
ica is called “a general store,” and also a circulating library.
Mackenzie was always an insatiable reader, and he knew
good literature from that which was worthless; hence the
latter feature in his venture. His business, however, was un-
successful as perhaps might have been anticipated under the
circumstances, yet his ereditors were all paid to the uttermost
farthing years after he had left the country.

In 1817 we find him in England, in Wiltshire, where he
became managing clerk in the service of a Canal Company,
and subsequently for a brief time in London. After pay-
ing a flying visit to France, in the spring of 1820, Mac-
kenzie sailed for Canada. Although only twenty-four years
of age, he was bald from the effects of fever; but his slight,
sinewy frame was capable of great exertion, informed as it
was by a quick, nervous and resolute spirit. Shortly after
his arrival, Mr. Mackenzie was appointed on the survey of
the Lachine Canal, but his tenure of that situation must’
have been brief, for he turns up soon after at Little York

(now Toronto). There he was in business with Mr. Lesslie




.
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in the book and drug business. * The profits of the books,
we are told, went to Mr. John Lesslie, whilst Mr. Mackenzie
received those arising from the drug business. A second
business establishment was afterwards opened at Dun-
das, placed under the care of Mr. Mackenzie, and con-
ducted by him apparently with profit for about a year and
a half+ In 1823 this partnership was dissolved, and Mac-
kenzie removed to Queenstown, on the N iagara, and opened
a general store, which, at the end of the year, he abandoned
to embark upon the stormy sea of politics. That he did
so from necessity is clear, since, as he has himself stated, his
business was not highly remunerative. Perhaps that con-
stitutional unrest which followed him throﬁgh life was the
moving cause, since he had hitherto taken no part whatever
in public affairs. f At all events, on the 18th of May, 1824,
he issued twelve hundred copies of a newspaper called the
Colonial Advocate, without having, as he himself has left
on record, a single subscriber. In a letter, quoted by his
biographer, Mr. Mackenzie explained his motives. The
“family compact,” to his view were the enemies of im-

migration, of popular education, of civil and religious lib-

* This conjunction of the trades in medicine for the body and the mind was continued to
a comparatively recent period by Mr. Jjames Lesslie, who was also the proprietor of the
Ezaminer newspaper until it ceased to live.

t Mr. Lindsey writes (p. 36): ‘‘In aprinted poster I find the firm styled Mackenzie &
Lesslie, Druggists, and Dealers in Hardware and Cutlery, Jewelry, Toys, Carpenters’ Tools,
Nails, Groceries, Confections, Dye-stuffs, Paints. &c., at the Circulating Library, Dundas.”

$ Mr. McMullen’s personal description is clearly the portraiture of the man in later life ;
still it is sufficiently graphic to bear quoting in this connection : * Of slender form, and only
five feet six inches in stature, his massive head, bald from early fever, and high and broad in
the frontal region, looked far too large for the small body it surmounted. His eyes clear
and piercing, his firm set Scotch mouth, his chin long and broad, and the general contour
of his features, made up a countenance indicative of strong will and great resolution, while
the ceaseless activity of his fingers, and the perpetual twitching of the lower part of his face
betrayed that restlessness and nervousness of disposition which so darkly clouded his exis-
tence.” Histm]':y, p- 369. Lindsey, p. 35.
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erty, and although he might have been united with them on
terms personally advantageous, he preferred “at nine-and-
twenty to join the oppressed.”*

The truth is, as Mr. Lindsey partly admits, that Mr. Mac-
kenzie employed Rembrandt tints too plentifully in pour-
traying the political landscape of the time, and in his paper

he certainly aimed at being a pen-and-ink Hogarth. He

had at hand a strong vocabulary, and used it without stint; -

and the sardonic humour in which he indulged, must have
been galling to those who then held power. They had now
a second Gourlay on their hands, whom they could not ban-
ish, and were not as yet able to silence. After having
changed the form of his paper, the neophyte in journalism
resolved to beard the dragon in its lair, and removed to York.
Already the Government was alarmed; but its organs con-
fined themselves to vague threats and such return of the
Mackenzie fire as came to hand.

Singularly enough, the Colonial Advocate gave utterance
to moderate views on most subjects.t The endowment of
religion it regarded as a most laudable act.; The University,
for which Dr. Strachan was earnestly contending, met with
his entire approval. All that he urged in both cases was
that there should be no exclusiveness in the matter of en-

* This letter is too long for insertion, but as it was written in exile, there are two sen-
tences worth preserving because they show that he was not quite so headstrong and un-
yielding as is generally thought *¢So far,” he writes, “as [ or any other professed
Reformer, was concerned in inviting citizens of this (the American) Union to interference in
Canadian affairs, there was culpable error. So far as any of us, at any time, may have pro-
posed that the cause of freedom would be advanced by adding the Canadas to this Con-
federation, we were under the merest fllusion.

+ Lindsey, p. 43.

t “Inno part of the constitution of the Canadas,” he writes, * is the wisdom of the Brit-
ish legislature more apparent than in the setting apart a porticn of the country, while it yet
remained a wilderness, for the support of religion,”

— i 4 ——
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dowment. He favoured the levelling up of the denomina-
tions, not the exclusive establishment of one. But while
Mr. Mackenzie was, on the whole, exceedingly moderate, and
even conservative in his general views, he made bitter on-
slaughts upon the whole official and privileged class or
<coterie, from the Lieutenant-Governor downward. The pen
he wielded was hard-nibbed, and there was an excess of gall
in his ink. It was this, more than anything else, that exas-
perated the party in power. They did not so much object
to gentlemanly remonstrance as to personal assault. Politi-
cal discussion, being a sign of nascent vitality in the Pro-
vince, was distasteful to them ; but when it took the form
of invective against the Governor, the Executive, the judges
and office-holders generally, it seemed time to take
alarm. After all, Mackenzie’s views were far from being
revolutionary in 1824. He was a constitutional Reformer ;
yet his programme was certainly moderate enough. He
was a staunch friend to British connection, opposed to the
abortive Union Bill of 1818, and one of the first to propose
a British North American confederation. He certainly ob-
jected to the Clergy Reserves being monopolized by a single
Church, and also wrote against maintaining the right of pri-
mogeniture. But on the endowment question in general he
was at one with Dr. Strachan at that time, and would have
denounced secularization as a monstrous piece of sacrilege.*

But if the editor of the Colonial Advocate did not offend

by the extravagance of his political creed, he certainly gave

* Lindsey, p. 47. McMullen (p. 360) says; ‘‘The very first issue of the Advocate awoke
the greatest alarm in the minds of the Family Compact. Another prying Scotchman of the
Gourlay stamp had come to disturb their repose, and their organ suggested that he should
be forthwith banished the Province, and the whole edition of his paper confiscated.”
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just cause for trepidation in other ways. To begin with, he
had made his journal, in fact as well as in name, a newspa-
per, and this feature in the case irritated the other editors.
But his chief offence, we repeat, lay in the restless energy
with which he exposéd abuses, corruption, official pluracies,
nepotism—the final flower and fruit of a primitive and stag-
nant political life. The language used in the Advocate was
of the vituperative order, and a native genius for humour
and sarcasm had made its editor somewhat callous to the
feelings of others whose only crime was that they had en-
j(;yed the good things at the command of the Government,
according to the prescriptive order of the time.* It was clear
that the Gourlay experiment could not be tried again; but
violence might be employed to silence the agitator. In the
ninth Provineial Parliament, the Assembly for the first time
contained a Reform majority. To this result Mr. Mackenzic
can scarcely be said to have contributed, since only a few
numbers of his paper had been issued, and that was not a
reading age. Postage was so high as to be an insuperable
obstacle to any extended circulationt By removing to
York, the editor of the Adwvocate was on the spot, could re-
port the debates, and beard his political adversaries in their
den. It is hardly necessary to remark that no such system
as “responsible government ” then obtained. The Ministry
was in a minority in the Hoﬁse, but had the Lieutenant-
Governor and the Legislative Council at its back. Con-

stantly defeated, the Executive paid no attention to the

* “He speedily became noted as a grievance-monger and a hunter-up of abuses in the
various public departments.”—McMvllen, p. 360,

t This was, no doubt, the moving cause of that dead-set which Mackenzie made against
the Post Office department.
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molished and the stone thrown on the floor. The respecta-
bility of those concerned was one bad feature in the case.
They appear to have been all of them —there were fifteen—
young men of position, either the sons or subordinate officers
of men in place. The Inspector-General had two sons en-
gaged in the exploit ; there were the son of a Judge, also
the son of a magistrate, and the confidential secretary of.
Sir Peregrine Maitland, the Lieutanant-Governor, as well as
others intimately connected with the family compact. Be-
sides this awkward fact, there can be no doubt that at least
two magistrates were eyewitnesses of all that occurred out-
side the office ; for they were noticed on the street during the
affair, and certainly saw the type thrown into the bay.

This act of violence, committed during Mackenzie’s ab-
sence from the city, excited greater indignation than had
been anticipated, and the parties against whom the evidence
was clear were at once arrested. The Hon. J. B. Maéaula,y,
appeared for the rioters, and made several ineffectual
attempts to come to a settlement. Mackenzie, when the
terms were made known, rejected them with scorn.* The
truth is that in their endeavour to destroy Mr. Mackenzie’s in-
fluence, the rioters had added to his popularity,or,asMcMullen
putsit, made a political martyr of him.+ Hence their anxiety
to secure peace at the price of two or three hundred pounds. }

So far as the “personal calumnies” were concerned, it is

* Mr. Macaulay (who, of course, only appeared professionally) urged on behalf of his
clients, that they had always been willing to pay a reasonable amount of damages, and
were only deterred from making an immediate offer because of the clamour, and the ex-
ertion used to prejudice the public mind. He further pleaded that the act was ‘“not to be
ascribed to any malice, political feeling or private animosity ; the personal calumnies” con~
tained in the 4dvecate being a sufficient motive.

+ Hig'ory, p. 363.

1 See Macaulay’s letters in Lindsey, pp. §2 and 84.
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secraed to be to secure, by hook or crook, a House favourable
to their continuance in power; and they succeeded. Mur.
Mackenzie secured his seat for York ; but Dr. Baldwin and
other prominent Reformers were left out in the cold. The
House met in January, 1831, and Mr. (afterwards Chief-
Justice) Archibald McLean was elected Speaker by a vote
of twenty-six to fourteen. A sort of compromise was
effected in the matter of supply. The sum of £6,500 sterling
was granted in perpetuity to pay the salaries of the Lieu-
tenant-Governor, the Judges, the law officers, and five
Executive Councillors; whilst the rest, amounting to £11,000,
was surrendered to the House to deal with as it pleased.
Mr. Mackenzie, nothing daunted by the odds against him,
moved for a committee of inquiry into the state of the re-
‘presentation. He pointed out that the members for York and
Lanark represented a larger population than fifteen other
members, and that the House swarmed with office-holders.*
Singularly enough, the Assembly, whose composition he had
so trenchantly attacked, not only granted the Committee by
twenty-eight to eleven, but permitted him to nominate them.
If this concession were made in the hope that Mr. Mac-
kenzie would rest satisfied, that hope was vain. Emboldened
by this measure of success, he at once opened fire upon the
majority. Salaries, fees, pensions, perquisites and every-
thing that he could hinge a complaint upon, were paraded

to be assailed in order.

* McMullen says : ““It (the state of the representation) could not well be worse. When
he rose to address the House, a Collector of Customs sat at his elbow, the Speaker held the
office of Clerk of the Peace at Cornwall, six postmasters occupied seats in the Assembly,
which also embraced a sheriff, inspectors of tavern and distillery licenses, county registrars
-and a revenue comissioner” (p. 376), *‘ A majority of the whole House represented less
than a third of the population.” Lindscy, p. 191,
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language, his arbitrary acts, his undisguised interference with
the freedom of election, his sublime self-confidence, taken
together, stamp him as at once the rashest, most violent, and
yet the feeblest and most incompetent representative the
Crown ever had in British North America. To the last
moment so little prescience did he possess, that he ridiculed
the idea of an armed insurrection. In order to show at once
his confidence and his ignorance, when tidings of impending
troubles reached him, he despatched every regular soldier
to the Lower Province.* He had evidently not given suffi-
cient weight to the contagiousness of example; so the in-
surrection awoke him from his optimist dream abruptly to
find him with his lamp gone out, and without oil with which
to kindle it anew. At this time he was at daggers drawn
with the Colonial Office, whose mandates and remonstrances
he treated with a contempt by no means silent.

In Ahgust, 1837, a manifesto appeared in the Constitution,
amounting, as Mr. Lindsey observes, to a declaration of inde-
pendence.t It isa curious fact that Dr. Morrison and Dr.
Rolph,both membersof the House,demurred to attaching their
names to this document on account of their public position.
To this Mr. James Lesslie, afterwards proprietor of the Ez-
aminer, a Scot, demurred, and ultimately Dr. Morrison’s
name appeared as chairman of the committee. Then com-

menced a popular agitation of rather a boisterous and inflam-

forever stand convicted as the chief promoter. Had he taken time to acquire a just
knowledge of the condition of the country—had he acted with calm and impartial wisdom,
presuming that knowledge to have been acquired, Upper Canada would not have known
the stigma of even partial rebellion.” History, p. 439.

* Yet when he discovered that he had failed to discern the signs of the times, and that
rebellion had actually commenced, he placed his family and all his cffects on board a
steamer, which was moored out in the harbour, at a safe distance from shore.

t The document may be secn entire in Life ar'nt Times, vol. ii., Appendix D., p. 334
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matory character. Often the meetings were disturbed by the
opposite party, and scenes of riot and confusion resulted
Meanwhile Mr. Mackenzie added fuel to the flame by incen-
diary articles,and attempted a coup by instigating the farmers
to make a run on the Bank of Upper Canada, the main-stay
of the Government.* The attempt, however, failed, although
two other banks found it necessary to close their doors
and Sir Francis Head was compelled to call the Legislature
to pass a measure of relief. Of course so soon as the rebel-
lion broke out, specie payments were suspended altogether.

 All this time a secret movement in the direction of armed
resistance was in progress. Early in November, fifteen hun-
dred had subseribed their names as volunteers, and there
were weekly drills. After considerable vacillation, on the
18th November, a plan of attack was decided upon. After
the withdrawal of-the troops, no less than four thousand
stand of arms were left unprotected. The Governor, who
might have known everything, was living in a fool’s para-
dise. It was therefore proposed to take Toronto by sur-
prise, seize Sir Francis Head, and take possession of the
arms. The rendezvous was fixed at Montgomery’s tavern on
Yonge Street, about four miles north of the city, at a little
hamlet now known as Eglinton. It was expected that at
least four thousand men would be present at the appointed
time, and, with prompt action, the capture of the city might
easily have been accowmplished in an hour. But the plans of
the rebels were disarranged by a divided headship. The at-
tack had been appointed for the 7th, but Dr. Rolph appears

* This was adroitly tided over by the device of payingall comers in silver which was counted
out ; while the friends of the bank mingled with the crowd and also demanded specie, which
was sent back in wheelbarrows at night.
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to have changed the date to the 4th. The consequence was
that there was nothing for it but to make the best of a bad
job. - In addition to this, the plans of the conspirators had
leaked out, so that a surprise was no longer possible.

Van Egmond,a retired soldier from the army of NapoleonI.,
had been appointed “ generaliésimo of the insurgent forces,”
and, under his direction, the movement began. Mackenzie,
with five followers, were out to reconnoitre when they met
Alderman Powell and Archibald Maedonnell, who were act-
ing as a mounted patrol. Therebel leader informed them of
the insurrection, and also of the fact that they must consider
themselves prisoners. Leaving them in the hands of two of
his party to be conducted to the hotel, Mackenzie proceeded.
Powell at once shot his captor dead and escaped to the city,
in order to arouse the Governor and the citizens. When
the leader returned to the hotel he found that Colonel
Moodie,* who was hastening to reach the city to place his
services at the disposal of the Government, had persisted in
forcing his way through the rebels, and had been shot down.
Further delays occurred, and finally, for the purpose of giv-
ing the volunteers, who were expected, time to arrive, a flag
of truce was sent out to the rebels, nominally to ascertain
what they wanted. The time was auspicious, for the death
of Anderson, Powell’s victim, had cast a damper upon the
rebels, and they were entirely dispirited. The Governor sent
with the flag of truce Dr. Rolph and Mr. Robert Baldwin,
two men who, he naturally thought, would exert consider-

*Colonel Moodie was a native of Fifeshire, and had seen service throughout the Penin-
sular War, According to Mr. Lindsey, the man who shot him was an Irishman named
Ryan, who, after enduring terrible suffering from cold and hunger on the shores of Lake
Huron, managed to escape to the United States,







.

478 THE SCOT IN BRITISH NORTH AMERICA.

six killed and fourteen wounded. The other side hac‘l only
three wounded. So ended the Battle of Gallow’s Hill.
Mackenzie fled, and a reward of £1,000 was at once offered
for his capture. The account of his escape to the United
States is romantic enough.* The fidelity with which
even political opponents who had given their hospitality
to a hunted fugitive, and the ingenuity exhibited in
baffling the search, as he passed through a country
swarming with armed men in quest of him and of the
reward, make up an interesting episode.+ After wander-
ing for several weeks, with some hair-breadth escapes
“ almost miraculous,” as he himself remarks, he found him-
self at Buffalo. Here Mackenzie entered upon a move-
ment which was in no sense justifiable. InCanada, believing
that constitutional agitation was of no avail, he had engaged
in an abortive insurrection, for which, perhaps, some defence
might be offered. But when he initiated, in the United
States, a plan of invasion, there is no apology to urge, save
the natural exasperation and pertinacity of the man. Dr.
Rolph, Mackenzie, and others formed themselves into an
executive committee, held public meetings, and freely offered
land and other loot to any one who would join them in the
attack upon the Province. Van Rensselaer, a son of an
General, was made commander-in-chief, “ a worthless scamp,’.

as McMullen terms him.

* See Lindsey, vol. ii. pp. 102-122, where the narrative is given from Mr, Mackenzie’s own
pen.
t In what is now the County of Wentworth, the High Sheriff Macdonell, with a posee,
scarched the house from top to bottom, as well as the out-buildings, “and I the while,”
‘writes Mackenzie, ‘‘ quietly looking on. When I lived in William Street, some years ago, he
<alled on me, and we had a hcarty laugh over his ineffectual exertions to catch a rebel in
1837.”
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sequence, That it was a breach of neutrality there can
be no doubt; and, in 1842, Lord Ashburton expressed the
regret of Her Majesty’s Government at its commission.
Early in January, 1838, finding the island untenable, in the
face of the constant artillery fire poured upon it from the Chip-
pewa shore, the rebels withdrew to the mainland. Other at-
tempts were made from the States, one by a Scot, named
Sutherland, on Amherstburg,* and others from lake ports,
all of which failed, and the rebellion was at an end.
Meanwhile Sir George Arthur was appointed to succeed
Sir Francis Head, and the trials of the many prisoners ar-
rested were proceeded with.+ It is not necessary to go into
details here. Lount and Matthews were executed, and a large
number of their adherents punished by imprisonment and
transportation. Mackenzie’s troubles were not yet over, in-
deed they were only beginning. When Van Buren became
President, he was arrested at Rochester for a breach of the
neutrality laws, and sentenced to thirteen months’ imprison-
ment in the County jail. His property in Upper Canada had,
of course, been confiscated, and now he himself, a ruined
man, was kept in close confinement in a foreign land, penni-
less and an exile. During the term of his incarceration, his
mother, who had attained the age of ninety years, breathed
her last, and it was with the greatest difficulty that he suc- -

* Amongst those who were lost to the public service by the assaults of these foreign
marauders, there was no more promising officer than Col. John Maitland, C.B., a son of the
Earl of Lauderdale. Had he lived he would unquestionably have risen to eminence. Dur-
ing the rebellion he commanded the 82nd regiment, and utterly defeated the brigands at
Point Pelée Island, in March, 1838. During the march, and from exposure on the island,
however, he caught a cold which carried him prematurely to his grave. He had previously
served in Spain and Portugal, aud was deeply beloved by his nien,

t A list of these men, with the result in each case, will be found in Lindsey, vol. ii., p.
378, Appendix I, The proportion of Scotsmen is smaller than might have been anticipated.
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and Mr, McKinnon, a Conservative. He sat in the House
for seven years, resigning in 1858. In that year he sup-
ported the Hon. G. W. Allan as a candidate for the Legis-
lative Council, notwithstanding his Conservative views.
During the later years of his life he published, somewhat
fitfully, a weekly newspaper, called Mackenzie's Message.
To the last he was a busy, eatrnest worker, as he had always
been. His political admirers presented the family with a
homestead ; but Mackenzie died, as he had lived, a poor
man. Throughout his second political career, he was an
ultra- Reformer, one might almost say an irreconcilable. Al-
though he had seen enough of republicanism to dislike it,
he remained a Radical to the last. Had he been so disposed,
he might have taken office in the short-lived Brown-Dorion
administration ; but he loved the freedom of his indepen-
dent position, and would have proved restive in official har-
ness. Whatever his faults of judgment and temper may
have been, he was beyond question an honest, warm-hearted
and generous man. That he should be a free lance in poli-
tics was to be expected from his antecedents and his tempera-
ment; but there was always a bonkomie about him, which
made even those he opposed most strenuously his warmest
personal friends.* The later years of his life fall without
the period under consideration. During these years he suf-
fered severely from pecuniary difficulties, and his buoyant
spirits and the almost youthful sprightliness and activity of

* The writer remembers hearing him, in the course of an obstructive debate, when he in-
dulged in badinage at the expense of the late Sir George Cartier. Mackenzie reminded
the Attorney-General East that they had both been rebels in 1837, but that the Government
had shown its estimate of their comparative worth by setting a price upon his head of
£1,000, whilst Mr, Cartier’s was only valued at £300, In reading the prociamation he-
amused the House by beginning * Victoria Rez.”
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his nature gave way. When taken ill, he refused food and
stimulants, and paid no attention to medical advice, and on
the 28th of August, 1861, his troublous life came to a close.
In looking back upon a career so unfruitful on the surface,
and so unprofitable to him, the natural verdict will be that
it was a failure. Still when it is considered that he was the
pioneer of reform, the first who formulated distinctly the
principle of responsible government, among the first to ad-
vocate a confederation of the Provinces, and, above all
others, the man who infused political vitality into the elec-
torate, we cannot say that he lived in vain. Like other harb-
ingers of a freer time, he suffered that the community might
enjoy the fruits of his labour, the recompense for his mis-
fortunes. When responsible government was at length es-
tablished, he was chafing as an exile in a foreign land.
When he again re-entered politics, the battle had been won,
and others had reaped the reward. With all his faults, and
he had many, no man has figured upon the political stage in
Canada whose memory should be held in warmer esteem
than William Lyon Mackenzie.

To resume the thread of the narrative in chronological
order. It has been stated that the Navy Island flasco was
not the last attempt at insurrection ; but the isolated efforts
which followed usually took the form of invasion. The
Hunters’ Lodges along the American frontier busied them-
selves with expeditions which were simply piratical. Into
the details of these futile raids it is unnecessary to enter; it
will suffice to mention simply the assaults upon Prescott
and Sandwich from Ogdensburg and Detroit respectively.*

* The former affair was known as the battle of the Windmill, from the fact that the in-
vaders had taken possession of a mill ; and the latter was chiefly remarkable for the sum-
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Meanwhile, Sir Francis Head had been recalled, and Sir
George Arthur reigned in his stead. He was in every sense
a better ruler than his predecessor, but only held office for
a brief time, and gave place to Mr. C. Poulett Thompson
(Lord Sydenham) at the Union. The appointment of Lord
Durham as High Commissioner marks a turning-point in
the constitutional struggle. After a tour through the Pro-
vinees, the noble Earl drafted his famous Report, bearing
date January 31st, 1839, returned home v;rithout leave, dis-
appointed at the want of support he had received from the
Colonial office, and died in 1840.* The concluding pages
of his Report contain the recommendations made by the
Earl for the future government of the Canadas. The High
Commissioner preferred a Legislative Union of all the B.
N. A. Provinces; but as a preliminary step suggested the
union of Upper and Lower Canada. Although, however,
the Earl’s scheme seemed promising, the reasons by which
he enforced its propriety were not cogent or far-seeing. His
notion apparently was that the French element would be
swamped by the measure, and “that the surplus revenue of
Lower Canada would supply the deficiency, on that part, of
the Upper Province.”+ On the other hand, Lord Durham
exhibited a catholic liberality of view in treating of con-
stitutional questions generally, which must have alarmed
both the rulers here and the Consefvative Whigs at Home.
He proposed a radical change in the constitution of the

mary justice executed upon the raiders by Col. Prince. “1 ordered them to be shot,”
he wrote, ‘““and they were shot accordicgly,”

* The edition of the Report before us, containing 142 closely printed pages, was printed
at Toronto, by Robert Stanton, in 1839, The Upper Canadian portion will be found
in pp. 64-82, )

t Page 132,













488, THE SCOT IN BRITISH NORTH AMERICA.

Justice Sewell, and yet at the last was abandoned by his
party.* Finding himself, on a division of twenty-two to
ten, in the minority, he retired for five years from political
life. In 1822, he was sent to England to urge the re-union
of the Provinces, and while there was offered the post of
Attorney-General which he accepted. In 1827 he became
an Executive Councillor, but was suspended in 1831 by
Lord Aylmer for the part he had taken in the political con-
flicts of the time. He subsequently received from Mr.Stanley
(the late Earl of Derby) an acknowledgment of the injustice
done him, accompanied by an offer of the Chief-Justiceship
of Newfoundland. This he declined, and resumed his prac-
tice. In 1838, the Earl of Durham made him Chief-Justice
of Lower Canada in the place of Sewell, retired.+ His services
to the Government, however, were not yet concluded. Under
Sir John Colborne, he was chairman of the Special Council
of Lower Canada, and rendered essential service to the Gov-
ernor by drafting the Union Act between the Provinces.
In 1840, he was created a baronet, choosing as his motto
what has been called an epitome of his character—* Justitize
et propositi tenax.” Sir James died in 1853, universally
respected. He was a man of singular ability, rare eloquence,
and extended usefulness, and, after all his political reverses,
was spared to see the scheme he had devised carried, under

his own guidance, into practical effect.

* ¢ Never was a cause more powerfully advocated nor a more brilliant display of oratory
and talents exhibited, than by Mr. Stuart on this occasion, who must have felt that he was
contending against the current, and that there was pre-concerted and foregone conclusion
on the subject which it was in vain to struggle against,” Christie, Vo), ii., p. 289,

t ¢ Public opinion,” asserts his Lordship, ‘with so universal a cousent, points to him as
the ablest lawyer in the Province, that there cannot be a doubt that it would be injustice
andfolly to place any other person in the highest judicial office in the Province.” Morgan,
p. 325  Bibliotheca Canadensis, p. 363.
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but still the firmness and vigour with which he sustained
any cause he felt impelled to espouse, made him formidable.
As the Quebec Gazette was the vehicle of governmental notices,
the proprietor, in order to be unshackled as a member of the
Assembly, made over the journal to his son, who became
King’s Printer. In the following year, however, owing proba-
bly to the father’s political course, the license was revoked,
and the Gazette entered upon an independent-career. In 1822,
a measure had been introduced into the Imperial Commons,
to arrange disputed matters of finance between the Provinces.
Lower Canada took alarm, and Messrs. Neilson and Papineau
were sent to England where they succeeded in induecing the
Government to abandon the measure.

In 1828, in company with Messrs. Viger and Cuvillier, he
once more went to England on a mission of a different sort.
By this time the antagonism between the Provincial Gover-
ment and the Assembly had become so marked as to call for
some speedy remedy. The three delegates were therefore de-
spatched to London, bearing a petition of grievance signed by
80,000 inhabitants. A committee of enquiry was appointed
by the Commons, before which the delegates stated the case
of those for whom they appeared. Mr. Neilson always repu-
diated any desire for fundamental changes in the consti-
tution, and in this respect differed widely from the French
Canadian Radical school then springing up. He was quite
satisfied that the Home Government, if properly approached,
would do justice to the colonists. The committee’s report re-
commended greater liberality in the Provinecial Government,
and the delegates returned contented with the results of
their work. In 1830, Mr. Neilson received the thanks of the
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chill, caught at the Quebec reception of Lord Elgin in 1847,
brought on the illness from which he died. Up to the last,
however, he was active in the discharge of his editorial duties
—his son had died before him. In the Gazette of the 31st
of January, 1848, appeared two articles from his pen of more:
than usual earnestness and power. They formed his valedic-
tory, for on the morrow he died in his seventy-second year.
In whatever respeét the character of John Neilson may be:
viewed, there appears to be substantial cause for eulogy, and
but little reason for blame. His spotless, and unwavering
integrity, more than any other quality of head or heart, won
for him the sincere respect of all his contemporaries. He
was not only a good man, but also a patriot, willing to
spend and he spent in the cause of Canada, active, eloquent,.
able and persistent in allthat he set his hand to do. Although:
he declined to be moved by a hair's-breadth from his convie-
tions, at the bidding of the French Canadian leaders, he loved:
the race, whose history, customs and institutions fascinated
him. In the family, as in public life, he was the same un-
swerving devotee to duty; only there his affections had
full scope, and he loved as he was beloved. It seems a fair
subject for regret that a man who possessed so great power,
capacity and vigour should, after all, leave so little behind
him. His best thoughts lie entombed in thirty neglected
volumes of the Quebec Gazette. But his name is not forgot-
ten in the Province of Quebec; and to this day the type of
an ideally honest, active and independent public man would
be recognised there in a moment as the portraiture of John
Neilson.

Tt may be as well here to sketch briefly the career of
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Lord Dalhousie’s Administration* Nor was this all. A
vicious practice had "early established itself, under which
members of the Legislature were entrusted, not merely with
local patronage, but with sums from the treasury, to be used
for the benefit of their constituencies. In plain English, the
means were afforded to partizans of “ nursing” their con-
stituencies, and securing re-election by infusing into the
electorate a lively sense of gratitude for favours received.
Sir James Kempt resolved to call these public benefactors to
account. Meanwhile the Assembly carried matters with a
highhand. In 1829, complaints flowed in against the judges ;
to the Supply Bill was tacked on an assertion of the right of
the House to deal with all the Crown revenues; and Robert
Christie, the historian of the Province, was expelled from
the Assembly for procuring the dismissal of certain magis-
trates who belonged to the “ patriot” party.+ Mr. Christie,
like Mackenzie, was re-expelled a number of times when re-
elected, although even a decent regard for constitutional law
was not preserved in Lower Canada.{ There were other
vexed questions of the time which need not engage our at-
tention. The salient event of 1829 was the adoption of a

memorial to the Home Government, embodying certain reso-

* Garnean, Book xvii., chap. i ; Christie, vol, iii., p. 217.

1 McMullen, p. 385.

1 Robert Christie, though a native of Nova Scotia, was of Scottish parentage. Born at
Windsor in 1788, and was educated there; originally intended for mercantile life, he
studied for the Bar, and subsequently entered the Assembly as member for Gaspé. He was
an ardent Conservative, and during the prolonged contest in the Legislature, was strenuously
opposed to the * patriots.” Afterhis expulsion in 1829, he did not again sit until the Union
in 1841, From that period until 1854, when he was defeated in his old constituency, he
continued to represent it—a well-known figure in the House. He was a voluminous
writer, his earliest work being a history of Sir James Craig’s Administration, published in
1818, and his latest ‘“ A History of the late Province of Lower Canada,” the sixth and con-
cluding volume of which appeared in 1855. He died at Quebec in the autumn of 1856, aged.
sixty-eight years. Morgar : Biblintheca Canadensis, p. 75.
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says, he plainly saw that success was impossible “from the
ultra expectations of the party he courted.”*

In 1830, Lord Aylmer, of Balrath, succeeded Sir James
Kempt, and pursued the same poliey of conciliation in vain.
At the beginning of the Session the Governor announced
that the Imperial Government intended to surrender the con-
trol of Crown revenues to the amount of £38,000, on the
condition that-a civil list of £19,000 should be guaranteed ;
the casual and territorial revenues, however, were still re-
served. At this time they were estimated at a little over
£11,000. The Assembly, however, was not to be conciliated ;
they would have all or nothing. There were now ten mem-
bers of the Executive Council French Canadians; the Legis-
lative Councilt had been remodelled ; the Jesnits’ estates
were surrendered for educational purposes ; and an improved
system of Crown lands management was inaugurated. But all
to no purpose. The Assembly would be content with
nothing short of absolute submission on the part of the
Iﬁaperial Government. Its object evidently was to obtain
control, not only over the Executive Council, but over the

Judges and the Governor himself. A demand was put

* “ There was, it is true, the appearance of harmony, the best of accord and reciprocal con-
fidence between the administrator and the Assembly, but it wason both sides, rather that of
courtesy, not to call it hypoerisy, than of cordiality, Distrust lay at the bottom, neither of
them, asthereis reason to believe, having faith in the professions or sincerity of the other,

not that there was any want of candour or frankness in the administrator, for both were’

characteristic of him, but that he had to perform a part in a drama he must have disliked,
feeling that neither success nor gratitude would attend his labours,” Christie, vol. lii.,
p. 287-8. Of course the historian's position as a British Conservative must be taken into
account here,

t Amongst the members of the Upper House at this time we find the name of Bishop
Stuart, the fifth son of the Earl of Galloway, born in Wigtonshire, Scotland, who was
Speaker, Roderick Mackenzie, C. W, Grant, James Kerr, Matthew Bell, John Forsyth and
John Stewart ; Christie, iii., 303,

I, g e O
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A commission of inquiry was sent out, and, on its report,
Lord John Russell founded ten resolutions in 1837. The
Assembly had voted no supplies since 1832, and it was pro-
posed that the Governor-General should be authorized, with-
out the sanction of the Assembly, to take £142,000 out of
the moneys in the hands of the Receiver-General to meet
the arrears of the civil list. Against this proposal Lord
Brougham, in the Lords, and Mr. Roebuck, the Lower Cana-
dian agent, in the Commons, vehemently protested. They
assured Parliament that the effect would be a rebellion and
perhaps war with the United States. Lord J. Russell de-
clared that he had no fear for the future; that he did not
propose any sequestration of Provincial funds for Imperial
purposes, but simply as a matter of justice to the servants
of the Crown in the Province ; and that, as a matter of fact,
the French Canadians had no grievances. He had always
objected to responsible government in the colonies, because
the executive there occupied a different position altogether
from that of a Cabinet in England. In his view the Gov-
ernor of Lower Canada did not occupy the same position as
a monarch of Great Britain. He was responsible to the
Crown, and received instructions for his guidance it was im-
perative upon him to obey, whatever view the Colonial
Assembly might take of them. The weakness of this pro-
test against what the Colonial Secretary termed “double
responsibility,” is more evident to us than it was in 1837.
We know that under the system now prevailing, the sub-
stance, and not the forms merely, of the British constitution

may be secured without any conflict of responsibilities. The
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republican spectre appeared, the Roman Catholic Church
entered a protest. Bishop Lartigue called upon all faithful
children of the Church to withstand the revolutionary spirit,
and he largely succeeded. To his timely interference it was
due that the Rebellion, after all, achieved so little success.
But Papinéau and the other leaders had gone too far to draw
‘back, and at once sank in the vortex of insurrection.

It had been for some time apparent to the Governor and
the Colonial Office that the “patriots” were not to be
satisfied by concessions. Their leader was evidently bent
upon armed revolt, and he precipitated it by every means
in his power* He had as effective aids Dr. Wolfred Nel-
son, and his brother Robert, the former of whom has been
described as “a Frenchified Englishman.” Insurrectionary
meetings were held, and secret drill was indulged in. On the
28th of October, a demonstration took place at St. Charles
on the Richelieu, called “ the Meeting of the four Counties ;”
violent harangues were delivered, and the resolutions were
declared carried by a volley of musketry. Early in Novem-
ber, a conflict occurred at Montreal, where the British Dorie
Club dispersed, by force, a gathering of the “Sons of Liberty.”
This precipitated the outbreak, and on the 22nd the forces
were face to face with the rebels under Dr.Nelson at St. Denis.
The latter were strongly posted in a stone house, and as the
loyalists had only one small gun, nothing could be done but

* Mr. McMullen thus limns this obstreperous patriot: ¢ Itis evident that Louis Joseph
Papineau, the great master spirit, had never counted the cost. He had neither a good
cause, good counsel, nor money to reward his friends. He was a brilliant orator, but
no statesman : a clever partisan leader, but a miserable general officer ; a tyrant in the
forum, a coward in the field, He excited astorm which he neither knew how to allay nor
how to direct.,” History, p. 414.
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suppression of these outbreaks, Lower Canadian history
remains a blank until the Union.

In the Maritime Provinces, the course of events was, in
most respects similar, with the important exception that the
struggle for responsible government was carried on without
resorting to physical force. Both in New Brunswick and
Nova Scotia, the same system prevailed. The “ family com-
pact” party ruled throughout the years succeeding the war;
with undisputed authority, yet the progress of freer consti-
tutional views was silent, though not less secure. In Nova
Scotia, the earliest efforts of the people were put forth on be-
half of material and educational iinprovement. The letters of
“ Agricola” in 1818, mainly intended to stimulate scientific
agriculture, were written by John Young, a native of Falkirk,
Scotland. He had come out to this country in 1815, with
his wife and four sons, and settled in Nova Scotia. His
letters at once made an impression upon the public mind,
and he was toasted by the Governor-General at Halifax,
before his identity as the author had been traced.* Mr. Young
filled several important offices in the public service, and died
at Halifax in the autumn of 1837. During Lord Dalhousie’s
term, the Presbyterian College, which bears his name, was
founded for the benefit, chiefly, of Scottish Presbyterians.
King’s College, at Windsor, had been founded upon the firmest
Anglican basis,} and all but members of the Church of

* Ata dinner at Halifax in 1818, the Earl of Dalhousie said that ‘‘he rose to prepose the
health of a gentleman, who though unknown to him, it was certain, from his writings, de-
served the appellation of a scholar and a patriot, and whose exertions in the cause of the
prosperity of the country, called forth the esteem of every friend to its welfare,” After
further remarks he gave the toast of * Agricola,” and success to his labours.

t Not only were tests required as in Englard, but one of the by-laws read as follows ;—
¢ No member of the University shall frequent the Romish mass, or the meeting-houses of
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cessor in ’;he prosecution of road-making. Complete surveys
of the Provinee were made, and the timber trade received a.
powerful stimulus. It can hardly be said that politics, in
the party sense, had any existence during the eight yeérs of”
Sir James’ tenure of office. After a brief interregnum, during
which the Hon.Mr. Wallace,a Scot, administered the Govern-
ment, Sir Peregrine Maitland succeeded. Hearrived in August,.
1829, and in that year a conflict occurred bétween the Coun-
cil and the Assembly on the subject of the brandy duties. In
1826, on a revision of the revenue laws, a duty of one shil-
ling and four-f)ence had been imposed on brandy. By some
* mistake only one shilling was levied ; the House, therefore-
in 1830, resolved that it should be raised to the intended
rate. The Legislative Council demurred to this measure,
and asked for a conference. A grave constitutional ques-
tion was thus raised, touching which neither branch of the-
Legislature would give way. In the Assembly, Mr. John
Young (“ Agricola”), the Speaker, Mr. Archibald, and Mr
Beamish Murdock, the historian of the Province, vindicated
the right of the Assembly to exclusive control over matters
of supply.* A dead-lock ensued, and the session came to a
close. Next year the dispute was renewed, but it ended in
a triumph of the House.

It was clear that life had been infused in the body f)olitic'
of Nova Scotia, and thenceforth we rise above the dead level

of the more primitive time. In the autumn of 1832, Sir

* During the debate, Mr. Young, in the course of a luminous speech, said ; * It was not
merely that four-pence per gallou to be imposed upon brandy and gin, for value in money
weighed nothing in the balance compared with the constitutional right which the imposi-
tion of the duty involved.” Campbell, p, 269. Chief Justice Young, it may be noted,.
was a son of ¢ Agricola.”
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during Sir John Moore’s campaign and was present at the
closing scene, when his General fell at Corunna. He was
with the Walcheren expedition, and then back to the Pen-
insula. At the storming of St. Sebastian, heled a forlorn hope,
and was twice wounded, and fought subsequently at Vittoria
and the passage of Bidessoa. In 1814 he took part in the
American war, then in the West Indies, and in 1842 in China.
It was in the second Sikh war, however, that his rare qualities
as a general first attracted public attention. At the battle
of Chillianwalla, he won by a somewhat rash manceuvre, and
at Goojerat he made a brilliant coup, capturing one hundred
and fifty-eight guns. In 1851 he was sent against the hill
tribes, and forced the Kohat Pass. With only a few horse-
men and some guns he forced the submission of the combined
tribes—-—ﬁumbering 8,000 men. And yet after forty-four
years’ service he returned to England a simple colonel. But
there was no jealousy in his nature, and he saw carpet
warriors promoted over his head without uttering a com-
plaint. He bided his time and, although his friends were
more angry and impatient than he, it came at last with the
outbreak of the Crimean War. Even then he was only ap-
pointed to the command of a brigade, not of a division, and
remained a colonel until June, 1854. In the Crimea, Sir
Colin commanded one half of the First Division under H. R.
H. the Duke of Cambridge. The other brigade consisted of
a battalion of Grenadier Guards, one of the Scots Fusilier
Guards, and another of the Coldstreams. Sir Colin Campbell
had under him the Highland Brigade comprising the 42nd,
79th and 93rd Highlanders. On the 20th of September,
1854, the battle of the Alma was fought. The advance
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gether in India to assist in quelling the Sepoy Rebellion, and
Sir Colin Campbell was with them. In addition to the
42nd, 79th and 93rd, there was notably the 78th* and jointly
they performed prodigies of valour. At the relief of Cawn-
pore and siege of Lucknow, Sir Colin Campbhell was the con-
spicuous figure. He remained at his post until the last spark
of rebellion had been stamped out. Created Lord Clyde in
recognition of his inestimable services in the field, the old
Lieutenant Governor of Nova Scotia -survived until August
the 14th, 1863, when he died shortly before completing his
seventy-first year.t

To return to Nova Scotia and 1834. Sir Colin Campbell
arrived at Halifax, as already stated, at the beginning of
July. The Province was in an exceedingly depressed condition.
There had been two bad harvests, the currency was deranged
by an unlimited issue of inconvertible paper, and goods and
property generally were seriously depreciated in value. But
that was not all. In August, the cholera made its appear-
ance, and cut down its vietims by the hundred. In Novem-

ber, the Assembly met, and the Governor read a Speech from

* 8ir James Outram, after one of the many actions of this war, addressed this regiment as
follows : “‘ Your exemplary conduct, 78th, in every respect through this eventful year, 1can
truly say, and I do most emphatically declare, has never been surpassed by any troops of
any uation, in any age, whether for indomitable valour in the field, or steady discipline in
the camp, under an amount of fighting, hardship and privation such as British troops have
seldom, if ever, heretofore been exposed.” §

t Since this brief sketch of Lord Clyde was written, Lieutenant-General Shadwell has pub-
lished his biography. A reviewer in Blackwood (April, 1831) thus speaks of his last hours :
““The writer of thismotice was once witness of a touching scene in a village hospital after
a great battle. A cavalry trumpeter, whose death was close at hand, sprang suddenly from
his bed, seized his trumpet that lay beside him, blew, with thrilling notes, the ¢charge,”
and then fell back and died. The same spirit moved in Lord Clyde. When the bugle
sounded in the barrack square, outside the quarters where he lay, he sprang up and ex-
clained, ‘I am ready.” Yes, he was ready : ready in life for the call of duty—ready to die
as a soldier and a Christian should die. ¢Mind this, Eyre,” he said, ‘I die in peace with all
the world.’” ‘
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probably quickened by what had oecurred in Canada, the
Colonial Office, under Lord Glenelg, reluctantly consented
to divide the Council in two, to be styled the Execu-
tive, and the Legislative Council respectively. Of course
the appointments made by Sir Colin Campbell did not suit
the majority in the House, and discontent continued.* His
Excellency spoke like a strict military diseiplinarian, and
through all his utterances the soldier type of rule peeps forth.
Both parties appealed to England, and some concessions were,
in consequence, made to the Assembly. In 1840, the Cunard
Company put their first steamer afloat on the route between
Liverpool and Halifax and Boston. Mr. Cunard, who wasa
Haligonian, put himself in communication with Mr. Robert
Napier, the great ship-builder of the Clyde, and associated
himself in partnership with Messrs. McIver and Burns, of
Glasgow. The company was essentially Scottishin all but
the name. To this period belonged Judge Haliburton (Sam
Slick), whose ancestors had emigrated from Scotland in the
reign of Queen Anne, and settled in the New England colo-
nies ; Charles R. Fairbanks, born at Halifax, and pupil of
the Rev. Dr. Cochran, at Windsor academy; and Hugh
Bell, who was not only a public man but a philanthropist.
During 1840 political agitation was at fever heat in Nova
Scotia. It was a time of general agitation by public meet-
ing and otherwise. Lord Durham’s report had given em-

phasis to the demand for responsible government. Lord

* At the close of the Session, the Governor sald that it was impossible to give satisfac-
tion to all, Some persons were, no doubt, dissatisfied that they were not named to the
Council ; but ashe was responsible to Iler Majesty for the selection he had made, he would
firmly resist any attempt to encroach on the Royal prerogative, or to influence him in the
Afulfilment of his duties, Campbell, p. 325.
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John Russell had, notwithstanding his prejudice;, partially
conceded the principle in dispute. But the Nova Scotia
Council ignored the instructions sent to Governor Sir John
Harvey, of New Brunswick. In the end, though with great
reluctance, the Assembly petitioned for the recall of the
Lieutenant Governor. Sir Colin Campbell left the Province
in the autumn of the year, personally respected by all parties,
even those most at variance with him on public questions*
Viscount Falkland succeeded, and here the course of events
in the Province may be left to be taken up again in a subse-
quent chapter.

In New Brunswick the course of events ran in much the
same groove, with the important difference that the contest
was over in this Province before it had well begun in Nova
Scotia. Prior to the political period strictly so-called, the
efforts of rulers were here also devoted eni;irely to the
material improvement of the Province. The Government
was in the hands of a caste, whilst the people were too
earnestly engaged in subduing nature to pay much attention
to public affairs. Amongst the Governors of New Bruns-
wick we find a number of Scots, chiefly military men, Gen-
erals Hunter, Balfour, and Sir Howard Douglas; and the

*“The political opponents of Sir Colin Campbell and his administration cherished no vin-
dictive feeling towards him. In their intercourse with him he had been always pleasant
and courteous ; but the old soldier belonged to an unbending school, and was utterly un-
fitted by hahit and training for the position which he occupied. He deemed it a point of
honour to defend the Executive Council, and well nigh sacrificed hishonour in his infatuated
resistance to the explicit instructions of the Colonial Office.” Campbell, p. 345. Sir William
Young, in an address delivered at the Centennial of the North British Society in 1868, in re-
ferring to past Presidents and patrons said : *‘ Then comes the honoured name of Sir Colin
Campbell, our Lieutenant Governor at the time when the new principles of government,
were first developed in the Province. Idiffered with him in politics, but he always honoured
me with his personal confidence and friendship. He was a manly, true-hearted Scotchman,
and the Society did itself honour by the steadiness and enthusiasm with which they sustained
him.” Annals of the North British Society of Halifax. By JamesS. Macdonald.
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Hon. A. Black was President in the interval between the
Douglas and Campbell régimes, or from 1829 to 1832. In
the latter year Sir Archibald Campbell became Governor of
New Brunswick. Like his namesake Sir Colin, he was
above all things a soldier, and an unyielding champion of
prerogative. At that time no doubt there was something to
be said on behalf of the military theory of government ; but
that .writers who wielded the pen fourteen years afterwards
should, when the entire system had been given up, still plead
for it, seems strange to us.* According the dictum of these
political writers the rulers, not the ruled, were the best judges
of what was good for them. Paternal government was
much to their advantage, if only they had known their true
interests. Unfortunately the people fancied that they did
understand their own interests better than Colonial Secre-
taries or Governors, who backed, with all the power of the
Crown, the small oligarchical faction which had turned the
State into a political game-preserve. In the end the Im-
perial Government was constrained to admit that the people
had been all along in the right, and that their own wisdom
had proved to be egregious folly.

In 1832 the first step in the path of progress was made
by the separation into two bodies of the Legislature and

Executive Council. How they ever came to be united is a

* See especially Gesner’s New Brunswick, p. 835, ‘‘Of late years there has been a con-
stant effort of the popular branch to advance upon the rights and privileges of the Sovereign,
and which in Canada was carried to an alarming extent. To maintain the prerdgatives of the
Crown, which, by the Constitution, cannot take away the liberties of the people, and to secure
to the subject his just rights, should be the aim of the Government ; and there are perhaps
no people in the world who have less cause to complain of their rulers than those of the
British American Colonies.” The refreshing simplicity of this authoritative verdict upon
public affairs will be better appreciated when the reader notes that the work was published
in 1846,
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Assembly. Lord Glenelg acceded this time, and the casual
and territorial revenues were surrendered on condition that
a permanent civil list were provided. Sir Archibald Camp-
bell refused to sign the Civil List Billi,*‘and resigned. His
successor, Sir John Harvey, to whom reference has already
been made, succeeded in resﬂoring harmony in 1837, and the
crisis was over. The Civil List Bill became law on the
17th of July amidst demonstrations of joy from the Reform
party, and its chiefs found themselves now in the Executive
Council. The year 1837, which brought the New Brunswick
struggle to an end, witnessed, as we have seen, the com-
mencement of another in Nova Scotia.

Public affairs in Prince Edward Island do not call for
very minute attention. There the great bone of contention
was the land system, of which a fuller account may be given
hereafter. The breeze of discontent which affected the other
North American colonies from Halifax to Sandwich, was
long in making any impression upon the feudal system es-
tablished in the island. In 1813, so secure were those in
power, that Mr. Charles Douglas Smith, the Governor, re-
enacted, in a small way the unconstitutional rule of Charles
I. In 1813, he prorogued Parliament in a brusque manner,
and did without one very comfortably for four years. Three
Assemblies were then successively called, all of: which were

found unmanageable, and therefore sent about their business.

* The pretext for this extreme measure was, that the amount (£14,500) was not
sufficient to repay the needs of civil government, since some expenses, such as the sala-
ries of the Circuit Court judges, had not been provided for. The truth was, the dominant
party dreaded the power conferred upon the Assembly : and Sir Archibald Campbell appre~
hended that the House might launch out into lavish expenditure, so soon as the large sum
of £171,000 odd was handed over to them for distribution. As a matter of fact his fears
proved to be well-grounded.













[
520 THE SCOT IN BRITISH NORTH AMERICA.

the cry of “French domination,” however, was heard not
from the Conservative, but the Liberal side.

At that time, the loyal party apprehended “the greatest
danger to our civil and political institutions, and even to our
connexion with the parent state.” ¥ They only yielded
because it was evident that the Imperial Government was
bent upon the prosecution of the measure. An attempt
was made by Mr. Sherwood to expunge the equality clause,
and substitute a provision by which Lower Canada would
have fifty members, and Upper Canada sixty-two as before.
This amendment was rejected by a vote of thirty-six to nine-
teen, The discussion need not trouble us further here ;
it may suffice to mention that the measure, as drawn up by
Sir James Stuart, passed almost as he drafted it.}

The Governor-General had been raised to the peerage in
August, 1840, and on the 14th of June, 1841, he opened the
first session of the first Canadian Parliament at Kingston,
which had been selected as the seat of government. In the
previous year, it should be noted, two important questions
were temporarily adjusted. The Clergy Reserves were ap-
portioned amongst the religious bodies, one-half to the
Churches of England and Scotland, the other to recognised
“ Christian denominations,” in proportion to their private

contributions, vested rights being secured. The other event

* From Sir Allan McNab's Address, as Speaker on behalf of the Assembly (13th of January,
1840). Christie, v. 345,

t By far the best summary of the Upper Canada objections will be found in a brochure
addressed to the Colonial Secretary, Lord John Russell, by Chief Justice Robinson, entitled
Canada andthe Canada Bill, pp. 198, London, 1840. The Lower Canadian case will be
found in Christie, vol. v. ; Garneau, B. xvi., ch. iii; Turcotte ; Le Canada Sous I’ Union,.
Introduction, The dispatches of Lord John Russell and Mr. Poulett Thompson are given
in McMullen, History, ch, xxii.



















rd
526 THE SCOT IN BRITISH NORTH AMERICA.

lished that, to constitute a session, one bill, at least, must be
passed through all its stages of both Houses.”* Mr. Fennings
Taylor seems to think that, in protesting against this breach
of law and custom, Mr. Speaker Macdonald intended to ad-
minister a grave reproof to the Governor-General. It rather
appears that he was simply performing his duty as the mouth-
piece of the Assembly, although he may probably have had
as a secondary and subordinate object to pay off the Govern-
ment for old scores. They had rejected him as a colleague,
and the opportunity now presented itself of snubbing them.
In temperate language the Speaker addressed His Excellency
at the bar of the Council. “It has been, "he said, the im-
memorial custom of the Speaker of the Commons House of
Parliament to communicate to the Throne the general result
of the deliberations of the Assembly upon the principal objects
which have employed the attention of Parliament during
the period of their labours. It is not now part of my duty
to thus address your Excellency,” because no act or judg-
ment had been passed. He then pointed out that the pas- .
sage of an Act is necessary to constitute a session and that
Parliament had been prevented from accomplishing this, by
the abrupt summons of the Governor-General. “ At the same
time,” he concluded, “1I feel called upon to assure your Ex-
cellency, on the part of Her Majesty’s faithful Commons,
that it is not from any want of respect to yourself or the
august personage whom you represent in these Provinces,
that no answer has been returned to your gracious Speech
from the Throne.” :

There can be little doubt that the Speaker was really

* Portraits, p.99.
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soon imbibed their political opinions. On his father’s death,
he obtained a situation at Laprairie, but, being badly treated,
left it in 1824, and made his way to Montreal in the depth
of winter. On his arrival there with both cheeks frozen,
he was hired as a stable-boy, and thus earned enough to
take him home to Upper Canada. He now went to school
and studied hard, shortly after being engaged as clerk in the
distillery of the Hon. A. Graham. Neither of his parents
had been intemperate ; but his mother had early trained him
in the principles of total abstinence, and he was proof against
temptation. He spent four yearsin this place, occupying all
his spare time in study. In 1833, when on business, he visited
Scotland, and married his cousin, Miss McGregor, of Glasgow.
Three years after,he was elected for Lanark in the Upper
Canadian Parliament, and immediately took an active part in
the opposition to Sir F.Bond Head. He wasa warm admirer
, of Lord Sydenham, and is said to have been offered the post
of inspector-General in the first Cabinet after the Union.
Under Sir Charles Bagot, he effected great improvements
in Custom-house management as Inspector of Revenue, and
became Assistant Commissioner of Public Works in the Bald-
win-Lafontaine Administration of 1848. He was subse-
quently made President of the Cuuncil. In the Taché-Morin
Governimment of 1853, he served as Postmdster-General, and
afterwards as Minister of Agriculture. Mr. Cameron sat in
the House for twenty-six years, and was elected ten times for
various constituencies: Lanark, Kent, Lambton and Huron.
In 1860, he was chosen as representative of the St. Clair

Division in the Council. Mr. Cameron withdrew fromn
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mittee of the Assembly, in the matter of the “ Hamilton out-
rage ” already referred to. Dr. Rolph submitted an awkward
question which Mr. McNab refused to answer. This being
reported, to the House, Dr. Baldwin moved that he had been
guilty of contempt, and Mr. Mackenzie followed up this
motion by another, that the witness be committed to gaol
during pleasure. Of course he remained there until the
close of the session; but at the general election, 1830, he was
returned for Wentworth with the Hon. John Wilson, as col-
league. Up to the time of the Union he sat for the same con-
stituency, and during the last House was its Speaker.

In 1841, he contested the city of Hamilton, with the Hon.
S. B. Harrison, Lord Sydenham’s chief Minister, defeated
him, and continued to represent that city until his retire-
ment in 1857. At the time of the Rebellion he was Speaker,
and went into the field in command of “ the men of Gore”—
the name of the district of which Wentworth and Hamilton
formed part. To the affair of the Caroline allusion has
already been made; it is only necessary to add that Mr.
McNab was knighted for his services during the insurrec-
tion. He soon after became Queen’s Counsel, and conducted
Crown business at county assizes. In Parliament after the
Union, he was a determined opponent of the Government,
and for a time allied himself with the French Canadians
against the Government and the Governor. He had been
defeated in the struggle for the Speakership, and felt some-
what sore at the time. In September, 1842, the Conserva-
tive members of the Cabinet resigned, and the party united
under Sir Allan in opposition. Then followed the Metealfe
period, and after the elections of 1844, the result of the Gov-
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nent residence in England.* His farewell address to the
constituency was written with much dignity and feeling.
It concluded with words which really disclose the brave old
knight’s generous but somtimes wrong-headed nature : “ One
word before we part, and that is, if in times of trial and
great excitement I have erred, I trust you will kindly ascribe
it to an error of the head and not of the heart.”+ After his
futile contest at Brighton, Sir Allan returned to Canada,'and
was elected to the Legislative Council for the Western Divi-
sion in the room of Col. Prince, who had accepted the office
of judge in the Algoma District. In 1856 he had been raised
to the baronetcy, and made aide-de-camp to the Prince of
Wales, in 1860. At the time of his death at Dundurn Castle,
Hamilton, on the 8th of August, 1862, he was Speaker of
the Upper House. Sir Allan makes a grand figure in early
Upper Canadian history, and, with all his faults, mostly, as
he said, those of the head, his memory deserves to be held in
deep respect because of his singleness of purpose, his blunt
honesty and goodness of heart.

The Hon. William Morris, one of the Legislative Coun-
cillors of 1841, has already been alluded to in connection
with the war (p. 364). In 1820, he became a member of
the Upper Canada Parliament, and in the same year

received a testimonial in plate from the Glasgow creditors

* Mr, Taylor gays : *‘ In 1857
His battles and the gout

Had so knocked his hull about,
that he left Canada.” Portraits, p. 320.

Apropos of the gout, an authentic anecdote of Sir Allan McNab may be added. While
he and the late Chancellor Vankoughnet were fellow passengers on an Allan steamer, in
what was supposed to be imminent danger of sinking, the knight, being unable tomove or
aid himself on account of the gout, appealed to his friend’s sympathy thus: My dear

. Yan,, I know you will not desert me—let us go down together.”

t Portraits, p. 320 : Morgan, p. 478,
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cents ; he at once established a uniform rate of five cents. In
1853 and 1854, the hon. gentleman was Speaker of the Le-
gislative Council, and in the two days’ government of 1858,
he again occupied the same position. In 1864, Mr. Morris
had an important part in the negotiations which resulted in
the formation of the Coalition Government, but did not take
office. He died at Brockville on the 20th of September,
1865. A staunch Reformer, he was also a man of unblem-
ished probity and considerable administrative ability.

The Hon. Adam Fergusson was one of the original Legis-
lative Councillors from the Union. He never took office,
but will always be remembered in the western peninsula for
the stimulus he gave to rational and scientific agriculture,
Born at Edinburgh, in March, 1783, he was the son of Neil
Fergusson, of Woodhill. The family was of the old High-
land stock, long established in Perthshire, and his farmer
tastes were hereditary. Like his father, he became an ad-
vocate, as many of the gentry do in Scotland, without any
intention of practising, His heart was in the country, and,
from first to last, the land had the first i)lace in his extra-
domestic affections. In 1833, he came out to Canada, and,
in connection with Mr. James Webster, of Guelph, founded
the village of Fergus, in what is now the county of Wel-
lington, at the junction of the Irvine and Grand Rivers. His
own residence was in the neighbourhood of Hamilton, where
he lived on an estate to which he naturally gave the name of
the property, held in right of his mother by his father, Neil.
He was known far and wide as “ the laird of Woodhill "—a
landed proprietor remarkable for his thorough acquaintance

with husbandry, as well as for his benevolent and generous
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that year, he became Provincial Secretary, and retained his
office until the fall of the Macdonald-Dorion Cabinet. In
1862, he took the additional name of Blair, on coming into
possession of the maternal estates. In 1866, he was once
more in office, replacing Mr. Brown, and in 1867, he became
a Senator and President of the Council in the Dominion
Cabinet. He died in office towards the close of the year.
The Hon. John Hamilton, “ the father of the Senate,” still
lives and attends punctually to his legislative duties. His
father, the Hon. Robert Hamilton, was, we believe, born in
Scotland. The Senator himself first saw the light at Queen-
ston, Ontario, in 1801. His wife, one of the Macphersons of
Inverness, survived until 1873. Mr. Hamilton was president
of the Commercial Bank for seventeen years, and also for
some time of the St. Andrew’s Society of Kingston. .Ap-
pointed to the Legislative Council in 1841, and to the
Senate in 1867, he has now occupied a seat in one or other
Upper House for forty years. He is still hale and hearty
at the age of eighty years. Another veteran, who passed

- away some years since was the Hon. James Leslie. His

father, Capt. James Leslie, of the 15th Foot, was Assistant
Quarter-Master in Wolfe’s army at the taking of Quebec. The
future Senator was born at Kair, Kincardineshire, in1786,and
received his education at Aberdeen. He was for many years
a merchant at Montreal. Served with the Montreal Volun-
teers during the war of 1812, and remained an officer until
1862, when he retired as Lieutenant-Colonel, retaining his
rank. Mr. Leslie represented Montreal in the Lower Canada
Assembly from 1824 until the Union, and sat for Verchéres
from 1844 to 1848, when he was called to the Leg;rislative
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placed under his control. In 1830 he removed to Canada,
after a short residence in New York. His first place of
settlement was Montreal ; he then, in 1831, established a -
branch in Toronto. The business was subsequently extended
to Hamilton and London. The firm of Buchanan, Harris &
Cb. was soon well known by its success not only in Canada,
but in Great Britain. In politics Mr. Buchanan was ex-
tremely moderate. He had no sympathy with the Rebellion,
although he held strong opinions about the Clergy Reserves,
and was every inch a Reformer. In 1841 occurred the
memorable contest for Toronto, already alluded to. Those
who remember it are never tired of recalling the stirring
incidents of the tinte. Political passion rose to fever-heat, .
and not a little violence was the result. In those days party
colours were worn, and processions with bands formed a
salient feature in the canvass. There was only one polling-
place, and it was kept open for the reception of votes from
nine on Monday morning until five on Saturday evening.
During the whole of that interval the old-time weapons of in-
timidation and violence were kept in use, as well as another
which we can hardly flatter ourselves the country has yet
relegated to the museum of political curiosities—bribery.
“Who is this Mr. Buchanan ?” asked a placard, and an-
swered its own question, “ He was only a shop-boy the other
day.”. Mr. Buchanan knew how to turn this reproach to
account. Holding up the placard in his hands, he exclaimed
from the hustings: “ These gentlemen,” pointing to his op-
ponents, “ accuse me of being one of yourselves.”

The result of the struggle was the return of Messrs. Dunn

and Buchanan. The latter had no personal object to serve
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trative abilities. That he would have been no mere figure-
head in a working department of government is clear from
the record of his whole life. * Perhaps the strong will which
chafes at routine, the love of carrying out cherished convic-
tions on subjects of public importance, and a certain want.
of pliability in his moral texture, had something to do with
this apparent neglect. However this may be, Mr. Buchanan,
as the builder-up of his own fortunes,is a man of whom any
country may be proud. He has never preferred self to prin-
ciple, place to the manly independence which he most deeply
prizes. Whether one agrees or not with his opinions on
currency or other matters, there is no mistaking the sterling
earnestness and single-mindedness of the man. Itis pleasing

to record that now, although he has passed the allotted span

-of three score and ten, Mr. Buchanan is still in full vigour,

active and combative yet, as he was forty years ago when
he fought the Family Compact in its stronghold at the chief
city of Upper Canada.

In what may be termed Sir Charles Metcalfe’s Parliament
of 1844, we find, for the first time, the name of John Alex-
ander Macdonald, as member for Kingston. The future
Premier of the Dominion deserves a larger notice than cir-
cumstances will admit of in this work ; still it may be pos-
sible, within reasonable compass, to give a sketch of the
career and salient characteristics of a statesman who, at this.
moment, occupies the most prominent position in the Gov-

ernment of Canada.* The difliculties inseparable from such

* The writer has drawn upon Fennings Taylor: Portraits, p, 25; Morgan: Celebrated
Canadians, p. 581 ; The Canadian Portrait Gallery, edited by J. C. Dent, vol. i, p. 5.
Weekly Globe, Jan. 28th, 1876 ; The Canadian Parliamentary Companion, and the gene~
ral histories and writings of the period,
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The Government candidate, Mr. Cartier, was rejected by
a majority of three, and Mr. Sicotte chosen by a large
majority. So the Hincks-Morin Government passed away.
Evidently 10 resource was open to the leaders other than a
coalition. Sir Allan McNab was therefore chosen as Upper
Canada chief of the Cabinet, whilst Mr. Morin, who con-
tinued to possess the confidence of his own section remained
in office. Of this administration, Mr. J. A. Macdonald was
the Attorney-General, West. The Reform element was repre-
sented by Messrs. Spence and Ross, the latter a son-in-law of
Mr. Baldwin; but the new Upper Canada Reformers, “Clear
Grits,” as they were termed, were left out in the cold, and
opposed the new Government as vigorously as they had op-
posed its predecessor. In 1855, the personnel of the Minis-
try was changed, so far as Lower Canada was concerned,
Messrs. Cartier, Cauchon and Lemieux coming in, and Messrs.
Morin, Chabot and Chauveau retiring. The policy of the
administration, however, remained the same, and to it the
country owes two great measures of reform, the seculariza-
tion of the clergy reserves and the abolition of the seigno-
rial tenure in Lower Canada. In both cases, vested interests
were conserved or paid for, and two subjects which had
vexed Canadian political life for many years were removed
for ever from the arena.

Thus an Administration, for the most part Conservative,
had successfully accomplished the settlement of the two most

serious questions before the public—after the Reform party

should be free from suspicion, and should feel a stain on their escutcheon likea wound on
their person,” And, again; ‘“There may be Walpoles among them ; but there are no
Pitts : they are all steeped to the lips in corruption; they have no bond of union, but the
bond of common plunder.”
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General was equally bent upon necessary reforms. To him
were due the Common Law Procedure Act, the remodelling
of the County Courts, and other purely legal improvements,
No Government, perhaps, within living memory, placed so
many valuable measures on the statute-book as this one; for,
in spite of modifications, it was substantially the same from
1854 onwards. The merit, as well as the responsibility in-
curred, belongs, in great part, to Sir John Macdonald, who
was at once the head and the soul of the Cabinet.*

During the period immediately under review, three ele-
ments of discord, not by any means connected together, were
introduced. The railway era set in, and with it frequent
charges of corruption. “ My politics,” Sir Allan McNab had
said, “is railways,” and the p.rojectors of lines beset the lob-
bies of Parliament. The Grand Trunk and the Northern
lines were the subjects of more than one investigation from
time to time. In the second place, there was a strong sec-
tarian movement at work which evidently affected the elee-
torate of Upper Canada. The Corrigan murder case was,
perhaps, one of the chief reasons for a crusade, not indeed
begun then, but powerfully stimulated by that notable failure
of justice. As early as 1854, the cry was raised against
ecclesiastical corporations, separate schools, and other Roman
Catholic institutions. Finally, the agitation for representa-
tion based on population made significant progress. Even
before the results of the census of 1851 were made known,

the claim for increased Upper Canadian representation

* A list of the legislative and administrative work accomplished by Sir John will be found
in any late volume of the Canadian Parliamentary Companion.
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Lower Canadians, were almost as unanimously opposed to

the new theory of representation as their Bleu opponents,

The Eastern and some of the Western members from Upper

Canada occupied the same position; and there was nothing
hopeful in an agitation which, at best, promised only a
dead-lock. This was the Liberal Conservative view of the
situation ; the other side will be displayed when we come to
treat of Messrs. Brown, Mackenzie, and their friends.

But whilst, on the cardinal issue, there was not much
hope of a satisfactory adjustment of rival opinions, there
were side questions which threatened to put the existence of
the Government in jeopardy at any moment. In November,
1857, on the retirement of Sir E. Taché, the Attorney-Gen-
eral West became Premier in name as well as in fact, and
the struggle was at once precipitated. At the general elec-
tion in that year, the Reform Opposition received consider-
able accessions to its strength, numerical and other. Mr.
Brown was returned for Toronto as well as North Oxford,
and a number of able coadjutors found their way into Par-
liament at the same time, amongst them Messrs. T. D’Arcy
McGee, Mowat, Connor, Wallbridge, and, shortly after, Mr.
Macdougall who was returned for Mr. Brown’s Oxford seat.
On the representation question, the Opposition leader only
mustered thirty-two on a division. Messrs. J. H. Cameron,
Buchanan, and Malcolm Cameron voted nay, not because
they opposed the principle, but because they considered its
discussion premature*  The Lower Canadian members

grounded their resistance to the proposal of Mr. Brown upon

* Turcotte, ii. p. 333,
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what has been called “the double shuffle” was resorted to.
The members of the Macdonald-Cartier Cabinet accepted
different offices from those previously occupied ; then re-
signed these, and re-occupied their old positions, the name
of the Administration only being changed to that of the
Cartier-Macdonald Government. This was done, under colour
of an Act, certainly intended to apply only to mere casual
transfers from one office to another. According to the text
of the statute, however, any member resigning an office and
within a month accepting another, was freed from the ne-
cessity of seeking re-election; and there was certainly no
limit put to the number of those who might so pass from
one office to another. If one, why not twelve ? It was the
double resignation of office and return to it which certainly
appeared to shock the moral sense of the community. A bi-
ographer says, and we can readily believe his statement, that
Sir John Macdonald was entirely opposed to the “shuffle,”
and only yielded, contrary to his own judgment, when he
found his colleagues bent uponit. At all events the Legis-
lature and the judges in both Superior Courts of common
law sustained the Minisfers, and the affair blew over. *

In 1859, the question of the seat of government neces-
sarily presented itself once more. Mr. Sicotte had left the
Cabinet, because he differed from his colleagues on the sub-
ject, and the adverse vote of the previous session remained
on the journals. Some of the members of the former major-

ity, however, were brought over,and the Ministry triumphed

* Legislative Assembly Journals, 1858, pp. 973-6, 1001 ; Upper Canada Q. B. Reports, xvii.
p. 310 ; C. P. Reports, viii. p. 479—cited by Todd : Parliamentary Government in the
British Colonies, p. 537, n.
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ney-General Macdonald took a prominent part. He said he
opposed the project before and should do so on this oceasion.
He believed that the measure simply meant the overthrow
of the existing Union, because Lower Canada would never
consent to it. The Opposition could not hope to come into
power without abandoning the principle of representation
according to population. In 18358, they had abandoned it,
and in the Toronto Convention of 1859 they had deliberately
chosen another remedy. - In his view the only solution of
the problem was to be found in a federal union of all the
British North American Provinces. The Bill was thrown
out by a vote of sixty-seven to forty-nine, only one Lower
Canadian member, Mr. Somerville, voting with the minority.
The Session was an exceedingly barren one in legisla-
tion, so large a part of it having been taken up in consti-
tutional debates.

Some notable changes were effected by the general elec-
tion of 1861, Messrs. Brown, Dorion, Lemieux, and Thibau-
deau, on the one side, and Messrs. Sidney Smith, Gowan and
Morrison on the other, found themselves without seats. The
Ministry itself underwent some modification; but it still
possessed a majority. On the vote for Speaker, the Govern-
ment candidate was elected by a majority of thirteen on the
20th of March, 1862. Mr. Macdougall proposed an amend-
ment to the Address in favour of representation by popula-
tion ; but it only received the votes of forty-two, all Upper
Canadians. But in May, the Opposition from both sections of
the Province, found a common platform on the Militia Bill,
and succeeded in securing its rejection at the second reading

by a vote of sixty-one to fifty-four. The Government re-
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statesman of the first rank. Allusion has been made to his

wonderful power of adaptability to the needs of the time, as
they successively forced themselves upon his notice. No
public man in Canada has ever displayed greater acuteness
in divining clearly the duty which lay immediately before
him. Possessed of an insight into most men and subjects,
almost instinctive, he has never been either a fossil Tory or
an impracticable Radical. Possessed of no small power of will,
and capable of fervent adherence to cherished ideas, Sir
John has never failed to yield to the necessities of the case,
when once his reason, foresight, or what you will, yielded to
the logic of facts. Rigid partisans, who pride themselves
on consistency call this flexible temperament by the invid-
ious phrases, pliability or indifference to principle. But
that is simply because they fail to occupy the same stand-
point, and survey public measures over more contracted areas.
After all, the statesmen who have left their mark on the
world’s history, have been the least consistent of the tribe ;
and it may well be doubted whether any public man can
hope to rise above mediocrity who looks within to the ex-
clusion of what lies about him. To a greater or less extent,
a leader cannot successfully command, unless he is also con-
tent to be a follower. He merely guides, shapes and meas-
urably alters the course of the ship of state, but supplies
none of its motive power. To recognise what is possible, to
seize the changeful currents of progress and pass safely by
navigable channels is his function ; the impulse comes from
without, and he best discharges his duty as a statesman who
most clearly divines the possibilities at any crisis of affairs.

1t is to Sir John Macdonald’s credit that he has never
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orators; he has proved himself a match for every competi-
tor in the unstudied point, pith and vigour of his addresses.
At times, he has seemed to rise above himself when the oc-
casion called for unusual effort, and proved that it is possible
for him to be truly eloquent, whenever his powers have been
fully drawn upon, and strung up to the top of their bent.
How far these unwonted bursts of oratorical power have
been the result of art, adroitly concealed, it is difficult to say.
Certainly Sir John has triumphed most decisively whén he
has carried the House or the people with him by their firm
belief in the perfect spontaneity of his eloquence. It is no
part of our duty to hold the balance between the Premier
and his political opponents ; but even the latter will admit
that a man who has so triumphantly vindicated his title to
be a leader of men during over thirty years must possess
abilities of a high and rare order. It may be added that the
Dominion could miss none of its public men who would
leave so universally recognised a gap in the ranks as Sir
John Macdonald. When the time, which one may fairly
hope is far distant, when his epitaph must be inscribed by
the historian’s pen ; when the heated passions of the day are
chilled by the dank atmosphere of death, the services of Sir
John will be rated at their just value. His title as Knight
Commander of the Bath was granted for his services at Con-
federation, although, perhaps, from habit, we have alluded
to him prematurely by the name he now bears. He is also
a member of the Imperial Privy Council, a D.C. L. of Ox-
ford, an LL. D. of Queen’s ; wears also the insignia of a Span-
ish Order.
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Macdonald resigned his seat for Cornwall, upon which Mr.
Cameron was returned by a considerable majority over Mr.
Mattice, a resident candidate. In 1847, when his chief, Mr.
Draper, retired to the bench, the Attorney-Generalship was
offered to him; but he declined, urging the claims of Mr.
Sherwood. As some reward for his disinterestedness and
consideration for his party, he was made a member of the
Executive Council contrary to established usage. In 1848

" he went out of office with his party, and never again en-
tered it.

In the year 1851, he was.not a candidate for re-election ;
but in 1854 he was returned for Toronto, with Mr. Bowes as
his colleague. Again,in 1857, he declined re-election; but,
in 1858, he opposed Mr. Brown, who had vacated the seat
on his appointment to office, but was defeated by a consider-
able majority. In 1861, he was elected for Peel, and retained
the seat until 1872, when he failed again, but was soon
after returned for Cardwell, which he represented until his
death. At the erisis in the McNab Government, Mr. Came-
ron was strongly pressed by a large section of the party as
the gallant knight’s successor, but the movement was unsuc-
ces?ful, and Mr, J. A. Macdonald succeeded to the vacant
place. As a lawyer, the hon. gentleman was facile princeps.
His opinion was eagerly sought for when any legal knot re-
quired untying, and his success with juries was proverbial.

~ As a speaker, when thoroughly aroused by the subject, Mr.
Cameron had few equals. There was a fervour and an
earnestness in his oratory which never failed to fascinate from
his admirable language and impressive delivery. During his

life, Mr. Cameron filled innumerable positions in the city of






THE SCOT IN BRITISH NORTH AMERICA. 563

fight, and at a moment when the smoke of the battle is
yet visible between the spectator and the illimitable azure,
there is the present danger of misconception, even where
none is consciously intended. Some of the political epi-
sodes in Mr. Brown’s life have been alluded to, with more
or less fﬁlness, in previous pages; but he was so marked
a figure on the public stage, during ne;rly thirty years,
that, at the risk of repetition, much of the ground must
be re-traversed.

George Brown—as he was content to be known during
his life—was born in the city of Edinburgh, in 1821. His
father, Mr. Peter Brown, whose snow-white hair and vener-
able forni are not yet forgotten in Toronto, was a merchant,
and had served, if we mistake not, as a “bailie” in the

Scottish capital. At the age of thirteem, like many of his

* countrymen, young George went to London to try his for-

tune, little dreaming that, thirty years after, he would re-
pair thither, as a Canadian minister, to be presented at
court. Up to the age of seventeen, he followed mercantile
pursuits ; but business reverses had meanwhile overtaken his
father, and the family removed to New York in 1838. After
four years’ indifferent success in trade, Mr. Peter Brown, in
1842, established a paper in that city, entitled the British
Chrowicle, intended to be the organ of British opinion in
the United States. The father, like his son, was a staunch
loyalist, and he appears to have criticized American institu-
tions and manners with a freedom not palatable to the New
Yorkers. While, in the commercial metropolis of the United
States, he published a work, entitled “ The Fame and Glory
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of England Vindicated,” as a reply to Lester’s “ Shame and
Glory of England.”*

Mr. George Brown pushed the circulation and advertising:
of the British Chronicle with untiring energy in the United
States, and was engaged in so doing when an event occurred
which changed the current of his life. The disruption move-
ment was going on in Scotland, and both father and son
threw themselves heart and soul with Dr. Chalmers and the
opponents of patronage in the Scottish Kirk, The Clergy
Reserve question, in Canada, also attracted their attention,
and Mr. Brown went to Canada to extend the circulation of
the New York paper, early in 1843. The friends of the Free
Church were anxiously looking for some able and vigorous
journalist to expound their views through the press. Mr.
Brown appeared tosbe the very manneeded. Moreover, the:
Hon. S. B. Harrison had had an interview with him, and,
being astonished with the keen insight into the public affairs
of Canada, acquired in so short a time, introduced him to-
Messrs, Baldwin and Hincks. The result of this visit was.
the appearance of the Banner at Toronto, on the 18th of
August, 1843, instead of the New York British Chronicle.
This journal was primarily a religious organ; still it took
an active part in politics, on the Reform side. It soon be-
came evident that the paper was founded on too narrow a
basis, and, therefore, on the 5th of March, 1844, the first.

number of the Globe was issued.

*Mr. Peter Brown's work, which lies before us, will bear perusal, even at this day, for its
trenchant and outspoken defence of the old land against the ignorant aspersions which de-
lighted the Americans of that day, It appeared in 1842, with the pseudonym of ** Libertas,”
and on the title-page are Burns’ lines beginning *Some books are lies frae end to end *—
the word ‘‘ ministers ” in the stanza being italicized, as Mr. Lester had been in the diplo--
matic service of the United States,
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The times were out of joint, for Lord Metcalfe was at the
helm, and it seemed at one time as if the battle of respon-
sible government must be fought over again. The Governor-
General could not divest himself of the notion that he
ought to be the moving-power in the State. Now, under
any system of free parliamentary rule, no principle can be
clearer than this, that Ministers are under the unqualified
responsibility “ of deciding what shall be done in the Crown’s
name, in every branch of administration,‘ and every depart-
ment of policy,coupled only with the alternative of ceasing to
be Ministers, if what they may advisedly deem tobe the requi-
site power of action be denied them.” The Governor, like the
Sovereign, cannot “assume or claim for himself preponderat-
ing, or even independent, power in any department of the
State.”* Now, at this period, Lord Metcalfe had a Cabinet
which enjoyed the confidence of the people’s representatives
from both sections of the Province. It was constitutionally
responsible for all his public acts; and yet he chose, of his
own motion, and without consulting his Ministers, to make
personal appointments from the ranks of their opponents..
Mr. Powell, for example, was named Clerk of the Peace, and
the Speakership of the Legislative Council wag offered to
Mr. Sherwood. The Governor-General had, in fact, a nomi-
nal and a real cabinet—the latter consisting of the chiefs of
the Opposition, his own Secretary and Mr. Gowan being the
intermediaries between them. The consequence necessarily
was the resignation of his constitutional advisers, when self-

respect, as well as constitutional principle alike impelled

* Todd’s Parlinmentary Government in the British Colontes, p. 18.
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was returned by a har;clsome majority over Mr. J. Hillyard
Cameron. In 1859, the Reform Convention was held in the
St. Lawrence Hall, Toronto, at which delegates from all parts
of Canada were present. It was at once recognised that
further agitation in favour of the bare principle of represen-
tation accerding to population was futile. A federal union
of the two Provinces was proposed, with two or more local
legislatures, and “some joint authority” to which should be
committed matters of common concern to all. In February;
1860, Mr. Brown submitted the resolutions to the House;
but, as already stated, they were negatived by large majori-
ties. In the following year, the general election took place,
and Mr. Brown lost his seat for East Toronto, his successful
competitor being Mr. (afterwardsLieutenant-Governor) Craw-
ford. Soon after he was prostrated by the first serious illness
of his life, and on his recovery repaired to Europe. While
there he married Miss Nelson, daughter of the well-known
Edinburgh publisher, Mr. Thomas Nelson. On his return he
found the Sandfield Macdonald Goverment in power, but
declined to give it his support through the press. To his
mind Ministers had abandoned the Upper Canadian cause,
and deserved to be regarded as traitors.

In 1863, Dr. Connor, Solicitor-General West, was elevated
to the Bench, and Mr. Brown at once resolved to be a candi-
date. He was elected by an overwhelming majority for
South Oxford, and continued to represent it in the House until
confederation. He opposed the non-confidence motion of
Mr. J. A. Macdonald, but at the same time, gave Ministers to
understand that he only preferred them because he would not

aid in re-instating the Tories. His speech on this occasion
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the hopeless struggle might have been protracted, it is diffi-
cult to conjecture ; certainly, the time had come, when, for
the country’s sake, some combined effort was demanded of
the hostile camps. That they recognised the gravity of the
erisis, and concluded an honourable truce, must always give
them an ample title to the gratitude of Canadians.

It happened, fortunately, at this time, that the Maritime
Provinces were contemplating a smaller union amongst
themselves, and the opportunity was embraced of submitting
the larger scheme. Fight members of the Canadian Govern-
ment attended the Conference at Charlottetown, P. E. I., and
unfolded the project they had in view. The narrower mea-
sure was abandonéd, and the Conference adjourned, to meet.
at Quebec on the 10th of October. Meanwhile, Mr. Brown
and his colleagues addressed public gatherings in New
Brunswick and NovaScotia, and, when the adjourned meeting
assembled, a protracted discussion, lasting during seventeen
days, took place. During these debates, Mr. Brown was no
longer the impetuous agifator of the past. Partizanship had

been swallowed up in disinterested public spirit, and he spoke

in a dignified spirit of patriotism exceedingly honourable to
. his nature. The outlines of the scheme were adopted, and
Messrs. Brown, Cartier, Galt and Macdonald, after having
obtained the sanction of Parliament, repaired to England to
seeure the necessary legislation. Unhappily, a dispute arose
in the Cabinet over the renewal of the Reciprocity Treaty,

which would expire by effluxion of time in 1866. It was
proposed to send a deputation to Washington to negotiate
for a new treaty; but Mr. Brown objected, on the ground

that, as the American President had given notice of his de-
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notice hereafter ; meanwhile it may be said that he took no
prominent part in public affairs except through the medium
of his journal. To it and to his agricultl‘n‘al experiment at
Bow Park, he devoted his best energies, working with in-
‘domitable energy, and with much of his old fire. On the 25th
of March, 1880, the people of Toronto were astounded by the
report that he had been shot by a man named Bennett,a work-
man formerly in the Globe press-room. Unhappily the rumour
was too well founded. The prisoner, who had been dis-
charged for irregular habits, appears to have repaired to Mr.
Brown’s office with thé intention of intimidating him. At
any rate,in the course of the altercation, Bennett was in the
act of drawing a revolver when Mr. Brown seized him by
the arm, Whether, as the prisoner protested to the last, the
weapon was accidentally discharged or not, cannot now be
known. Certainly some wild rhapsodical scraps found on
his person would seem to show that, under certain circum-
stances, he contemplated homicide. Much reliance, however,
cannot be placed on this evidence, since the man, naturally
of a flighty temperament, had certainly been made wilder by
dissipation. At all events, the Senator was wounded in the
thigh, and although he made light of the injury, it soon
became evident that his system had suffered a serious shock.
Notwithstanding every effort, he expired on the ninth of
'May, 1880, in the sixty-second year of his age.

The Hon. George Brown is a singular instance of what will,
energy, and firm adherence to settled principle may do
for a man who enters life with no extraneous advantages.
Whatever may be thought of his persistence in urging

measures which appeared at the time impracticable, no one
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for the most part, self-educated. At the age of eighteen, he
entered the law office of Mr. James Hervey Price, subse-
quently Commissioner of Crown Lands in the Baldwin-
Lafontaine Cabinet. In 1847, Mr. Macdougall was made an
attorney, and practised for a short time; but he was early
lured into the seductive path of journalism, and it was not
until 1862, that he applied for his call at the bar. Having a
practical knowledge of agriciﬂture, his first venture was the
Canada Farmer, which he established shortly after entering
upon legal practice. This journal was subsequently merged
into the Cunadian Agriculturist, which was also edited by
him up to the year 1848.

It was not long before a schism occurred in the Reform
party, and Mr. Macdougall espoused the side of the “ Clear
Grits,” led at that time by Mr. Malcolm Cameron and Dr.
Rolph. Their only organ was the Ezaminer, edited with
-distin,quiéhed ability by Mr. Lindsey. It, however, hardly
expressed the views of the advanced Reformers, and in 1850,
Mr. Macdougall launched the North American,in opposition
to the Government and the Globe. At that time the “plat-
form” of the new party seemed extremely radical, yet sir-
gularly enough, almost every “plank” has been adopted
since. The extension of the elective principle to the Legis-
lative and Municipal bodies, the abolition of any property
qualification for members of Parliament, the extension of the
franchise to householders, vote by ballot, representation based
on population, the severance of Church and State with reli-
gious equality, modification of the usury laws, the abolition
of the right of primogeniture, a decimal currency, and free

navigation of the St. Lawrence, have all been brought to
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Mr. Patton’s eldest brother was for some years rector of
Cornwall ; he himself was brought up to the law, commenc-
ing his studies under the Hon. J. Hillyard Cameron. In 1843
at the opening of King’s College, Toronto, he matriculated,
and graduated in 1847, as B. C. L.  Called to the bar, he
practised first at Barrie: At an early period of his career,
Mr. Patton took a deep interest in politics. The agitation
consequent upon the passage of the Rebellion Losses Bill
appears to have acted as a stimulus to his Conservative
instinets. In 1852, he established the Barrie Herald as the
mouthpiece of his party, and conducted it for several years.
Meanwhile he was engaged also in legal journalism and lit-
erature, and, in 1855, aided in the publication of the Upper
Canada Low Journal. Mr. Patton’s political ambition does
not appear to have been over-active, since he uniformly de-
clined to become a candidate for Parliamentary honours.
In 1856, however, he contested successfully the Saugeen
Division (Bruce, Grey and North Simcoe), immediately
after the Legislative Council had been made elective.* As
a member of the Upper House, the Hon. Mr. Patton was a
staunch Conservative, and it was he who moved the vote of
non-confidence in the Brown-Dorion Government of 1858,
carried as already mentioned by sixteen to eight. At the
ensuing election he was defeated by the Hon. Mr. McMurrich,
and has not since entered Parliament. Mr. Patton has taken
a deep interest in educational matters, particularly in the

affairs of his alma mater, the University of Toronto. He

* The votes recorded were for Mr, Patton, 1712; for Mr. (afterwards the Hon.) J. Mc-
Murrich, 1469 ; for James Beaty, 1158.
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has served as Viee-Chancellor of that institution, and was
first president of the Toronto University Association, a body
formed to secure the restoration of the rights of graduates
in convocation. Of late years he has chiefly devoted him-
self to the practice of his profession, as a partner of Sir John
Macdonald, and in the spring of 1881 he received the appoint-
ment of Collector of Customs at the port of Toronto.

The Hon. John Young* was born at Ayr; on the 4th of
March, 1811, and educated at the parish school, like so many
other Scots who have risen to eminence in the world. For
some time he was himself a school-teacher in the neighbour-
hood of his native town; but, in 1826, he made his way to
Canada, and began as a clerk in the mercantile establish-
ment of Mr. John Torrance. In 1833, when only twenty-
four years of age, he entered into partnership with Mr. David
Torrance, at Quebec. Before the outbreak of the rebellion,
he took the liberty of representing to Lord Gosford, the Gov-
ernor of that day, the « breakers ahead,” and suggested the
establishment of volunteer companies; but his eounsels were
unheeded. When the storm burst, Mr. Young at once volun-
teered to aid in raising a regiment, a task accomplished within
twenty-four hours. Meanwhile he had removed to Mon-
treal, which, with characteristic prescience, the young Scot
saw would be the future centre of trade. In the com-
mercial metropolis he was a member of the firm of Stephens,
Young & Co. During the Metcalfe crisis, Mr. Young was

returning officer, and at once searched for and seized arms

* For many of the particulars in this sketch the writer is indebted to the Weekly
Globe, June 9th, 1876, and the Montreal Herald, April 16th, 1878,
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The Hon. James Ferrier is another old mercantile resident
of Montreal, who, notwithstanding the brief space at our
command, deserves special notice. He was born in Fifeshire,
so far back as 1800. When just of age he removed to
Canada, and at once entered upon his business career. Like
Mr. Young, his affections were bound up in the city of his
adoption. In the corporation, in the militia, in the banks,
assurance companies, the railways, and institutions devoted
to culture, he was always to be found at the post of duty.
Nor did he forget his native land, for, more than once, he
presided over the St. Andrew’s Society, and aided in other
benevolent efforts. Perbaps, however, he himself, in the
evening of his days, would take superior pride in his work
for religion and temperance. A Wesleyan, like not a few of
the Montreal Scots, he proved himself a power in his church.
For many years he was a Sunday-school Superintendent—
perhaps, indeed, he has not yet resigned the position. In
mi'ssiona,ry effort, no Montrealer has exerted himself with
more energy and single-mindedness. His public life has not
been an eventful one. A Conservative in politics, he has sat
in the Upper House since 1847, and is still a member of the
Senate. '

The Hon. David Christie was connected with the sister
Province. Born at Edinburgh, in the autumn of 1818, he
came to Canada, while yet a lad, in 1833. In 1851, Mr.
Christie first entered Parliament, as member for Wentworth;
in 1855, he was returned for East Brant, but resigned in
1858, to become a candidate for the Legislative Council in

the Erie division. He succeeded by the very large majority
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There are other Scots still who entered public life shortly
before Confederation; but their active careers will more
properly occupy attention in the next volume, in which it
is proposed to deal with the Lower Provinces and with the
Dominion and its component parts after1867. Meanwhile it is
necessary to turn back upon some of the ground traversed
and view the affairs of the old Province of Canada as a whole.
Concerning the Metcalfe period, enough has already been said
since the chief actors were not of Scottish origin. Earl Cath-
cart, who became Administrator at the retirement of Lord
Metcalfe, was the second Earl ; but he inherited the title of
Baron in Scotland through a long line, the dignity having been
conferred in 1447. He was a soldier and the son of a soldier,
and had seen as much active service as any man in the army.
Entering an ensign in 1799, he fought with Sir Ralph Aber-
crombie in Holland ; subsequently at Naples, Sicily, the Bal-
tic, Walcheren, and Flushing. In 1811-13, he served in the
Peninsular war, at Barossa, Salamanca and Vittoria. In 1815,
when the war again broke out, he was on Wellington’s cav-
alry staff, and took part in the erowning victory of Water-
loo where, as Lord Greenock, his courtesy title, he greatly dis-
tinguished himself, led several charges, and had three horses
shot under him. During the long peace, he filled several
positions of honour and trust, and, in 1843, was appointed
commander of the forces in British North America. When
Lord Metcalfe resigned, Earl Cathcart succeeded, first as Ad-
ministrator and then as Governor-General. The Oregon
boundary question at that time threatened to cause a rup-
ture between England and the United States, and his lordship
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either the scion of a wealthy house, or simply a political ad-
venturer, he would have made his way in public life at home.
But the burden of a name, linked with encumbered property,
weighed heavily upon him ; so with conscientious energy he
set himself to work to repair the family fortunes. He had
intended to compete for double honours, but illness, caused by
overwork, compelled him to confine himself to classics, yet
he obtained a first class. Having secured a fellowship, he
entered at Lincoln’s Inn in 1835, but does not appear to
have gone farther in the legal profession. The greater
part of his time was spent at Broomhall where, in his father’s
absence, he acted as lord of the estate, commanding a troop
of yeomanry, presiding at farmers’ dinners, or addressing at
the request of Dr. Chalmers, public meetings in favour of
church extension. Singularly enough, although a great ad-
mirer of Milton’s prose works, he was at this time a staunch
‘Tory, and his first political effort was an address to the elec-
tors of Great Britain, published in 1834, in which he strongly
urged the claims of the Duke of Wellington and the other
‘Tory leaders.

In 1840, he was returned to the Commons for Southamp-
ton, as a Liberal Conservative.* The young member, being
in opposition, did not make his maiden speech on the Ad-
dress, but as seconder of an amendment to it, which was car-

ried+ In consequence Lord Melbourne resigned, and Sir

* At a banquet given at the borough, he said, “I am a Conservative, not because I am k
adverse to improvement, not because I am unwilling to repair what is wasted, or to supply
what is defective in the political fabric, but because I am satisfied that, in order to improve
effectually, you must be resolved most religiously to preserve.”

+ From this speech two extracts may be made, in order to show the political leanings of
tha future Governor; ¢ He should at all times be prepared to vote for a free trade, on the
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it owed something to the freedmen. The legislators, in fact,
formed a sort of landed aristocracy, tenacious of their own
power, yet by no means disposed to employ it for the eleva-
tion of those who had been their slaves. They were intent
upon discussing constitutional questions at the expense of
the weightier social problem which lay before them. The
new Governor, whilst endeavouring to conciliate all classes,
was anxious that everything should be postponed to “the
promotion of the moral well-being of the population, and the
restoration of the commercial prosperity of the island.” At
the outset a difficulty had arisen concerning the tariff adopted
by the Legislature. It contravened the new economical
principles then in vogue in England, and the Governor was
peremptorily ordered to withhold his sanction. He, however,
remonstrated with the Colonial Office, and was left unfettered
in the matter. The chief aim Lord Elgin proposed to him-
self was the education of the negroes and their elevation
morally and socially. He saw that, sooner or later, they must
exercise weight in the electorate, and it was his anxious de-
sire to make them intelligent and industrious men. In order
to stimulate agricultural improvement, he offered a prize of
£100 for the best essay on sugar-cane cultivation, and pro-
moted the establishment of a Jamaica Agricultural Asso-
ciation. In the cause of religion, then as always, Lord Elgin
took a warm interest, not as a mere political institution, but
as the very life of any community. To him education, in-
telligence and ability, without “the motive power,” as he
termed it, were foredoomed to failure. So he laboured on,

with chequered fortunes, mostly of the brighter sort, how-
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ever, until the spring of 1846, when, after several requests
to be allowed to retire, he was permitted to do so, and went
to England on leave of absence, not again to return.

On his arrival home, he found the old Conservative party
broken up, in consequence of the Free Trade policy of Sir
Robert Pee]. Lord Stanley had retired, and had been suc-
ceeded by Mr. Gladstone. But shortly'after, Lord John Rus-
sell was Premier, and Earl Grey, Colonial Secretary. The
latter knew nothing of him except by reputation, yet, not-
withstanding political differences, his lordship first endeav-
oured to induce him to resume the Governorship of Jamaica,
and then nominated him to the higher office of Governor-
General of British North America. Lord Elgin accepted the
office, not as an opening to fame, but to usefulness, impressed
less by the dignity of the position, than by its responsibili-
ties. It may be truly said of him that no servant of the
Crown was ever more completely under the abiding influ-
ence of a sense of duty—none more completely under the-
control of conscience.* On the seventh of November, 1846,
he married Lady Maria Lambton, daughter of Earl Durham,
and left for Canada early in the following year. After a
stormy passage, he reached Boston on the 25th of January,
and arrived at Montreal on the 29th.

* It may not be amiss to give some idea of Lord Elgin's elevated views of a Governor’s
duty, from a speech at a farewell dinner at Dunfermline. *To watch over the interests of
these great offshoots of the British race which plant themselves in distant lands; to aid them
in their efforts to extend the domain of civilization, and to fulfil that first behest of a be-
nevolent Creator ‘subdue the earth;’ to abet the generous endeavours to impart to these
rising communities the full advantages of British laws, British institutions, and British
freedom ; to assist them in maintairing unimpaired, it may be in strengthening and con-
firming those bonds of mutual affection which unite the parent and dependent states.
These are duties not to be lightly undertaken, and which may well claim the exercise of
all the faculties and energies of an earnest and patriotic mind.”
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dian rebellion came before Parliament. In the sister Pro-
vince similar claims had been adjusted by general consent,
on condition that a companion measure should be passed
immediately for Lower Canada. So long as the old Minis-
ters remained in power, they made no difficulty about it.
On the contrary, Lord Metcalfe had appointed a commission’
of enquiry with a view to an equitable settlement of the
question : Mr. Draper "afterwards introduced a Rebellion
Losses Bill which, had the party continued in office, would
no doubt have become law. But the change of government
naturally altered the attitude of the Conservative party.
The Bill referred to had been framed in order to con-
ciliate support from the French party; but sosoon as the
general election showed clearly enough that that hope was
delusive, the new Opposition tacked its sails, and steered in
another direction. The original measure had proposed to
secure compensation for “certain loyal inhabitants” of the
Lower Province whohadsuffered in 1837-8 ; the ery was now
raised that the Baldwin Administration proposed to reward
rebels as well as loyalists. It is clear from Lord Elgin’s
private correspondence that he did not altogether approve
of the proposed Bill. He called it “a questionable measure,
but one that the preceding administration had rendered al-
most inevitable by certain proceedings adopted by them.”
The Government measure simply proposed to set apart
£90,000, and, by a proviso of the bill, no person who had
been found guilty of treason was to be entitled to any in-
demnity.

Resolutions introduced by Mr. Lafontaine were carried by
a vote of forty-eight to twenty-three. During the debate
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tened to these requests calmly, and without committing him-
self. It was clear that a dissolution was out of the question.
The House was only a year old, elected, moreover, when the
Opposition party was in power ; and therefore what possible
pretext could there be for an appeal to the electorate? No
constitutional ruler could hesitate for a moment as to the
duty which lay before him in this regard* Some of his
Excellency’s friends in England appear to have thought that
he might have saved himself some annoyance by reserving
the Bill. He declined to do so, first, because a similar mea-
sure relating to Upper Canada had not been reserved; but
chiefly because he would, by adopting that course, be throw-
ing upon the Imperial Government a responsibility which
ought properly to rest upon his own shoulders. “IfI pass
the bill,” he said in his manly way, “ whatever mischief en-
sues may probably be repaired, if the worst comes to the
worst, by the sacrifice of me.”

As a question of constitutional principle, there was no
path open to him but one. He found an overwhelming
majority from Lower Canada in its favour, and of the ten
members of British descent from that Province, six voted in
its favour, and only four against it. Seventeen Upper Can-

adian representatives were in the majority also as against

at this moment the occasion of so loud an outcry, is nothing more than a strict, logical fol-
lowing out of their own acts.” In the same letter, he regretted the introduction of the mea-
sure, which was only justifiable in his view by its necessity,

* In order, as far as possible, to allow Lord Elgin to state the case in his own language,
we again quote: “If I had dissolved Parliament, I might have produced a rebellion, but
most assuredly I should not have procured a change of Ministry. The leaders of the party
know that as well as I do, and were it possible to play tricks in such grave concerns, it would
have been easy to throw them into utter confusion by merely calling upon them to form a
Government, They were aware, however, that I could not, for the sake of discomfiting
them, hazard so desperate a policy ; so they have played out their game of faction and vio-
lence, without fear of consequences.”
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fourteen. Could the will of the people be more clearly ex-
pressed ; and, that being the case, what had Downing Street
to do with it 2 On the 25th of April, 1849, therefore, Lord
Elgin proceeded to the Council Chamber, and gave his assent
to the Rebellion Losses Bill, and, by so doing, settled at once
and for ever the long-fought contest over responsible gov-
ernment. But the end was not yet. The spirit of mischief
hovered in the air. A meeting was improvised, violent
speeches were made, and the mob adjourned to the Parlia-
ment buildings. The House was in session, but adjourned
somewhat precipitately. The windows were demolished with
stones, and the building fired. The military appeared upon
the ground, to restore order and aid in extinguishing the
flames ; but, so far as the latter purpose was concerned, their
efforts availed nothing. The outrageous act of vandalism
was complete, and the legislative halls, as well as the valu-
able libraries, were entirely consumed.* After finishing their
barbarous work, the mob marched off with the Speaker’s
mace, and continued the work of destruction elsewhere for
several days. Mr. Lafontaine’s residence was wrecked, and
a similar fate overtook the dwellings or boarding-houses of
every prominent supporter of the Government.

When it next met in Bonsecours market, the Assembly
passed an address to His Excellency, eulogizing his impar-
tial administration under both the late and the present ad-

ministrations. He drove into the city from Monklands to

* The scene Is graphically described in McMullen's History, pp., 508-10. When the mob
entered, firing stones and brandishing sticks, the members and officials disappeared as soon
as possible. One rioter took his seat in the chair, with the air of a superloyal Jack Cade,
and cried out, * I dissolve this House.” Ina few minutes the cry of fire was raised, and
attempts were made by Sir Allan McNab and others to save pictures and books, but with
indifferent success,
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donment of Montreal; and he disliked going immediately to
Quebee, because it would at once be urged that the Govern-
ment was under French Canadian influence. It was finally
agreed, after reference to the Home Government, that the
next Session should be held at Toronto. During the au-
tumn, his lordship visited the west, without military escort,
in order as he said, “to contradict the allegation that he re-
quired protection.” He was received almost everywhere with
enthusiasm, except in some of the cities, where his opponents
were able to cause slight disturbances.”*

It was natural, at the time, that Lord Elgin’s policy of
forbearance should be the subject of angry and impatient
criticism. InEngland, especially,some of the warmestadmirers
of his general policy censured him for not suppressing the
disturbances with a high hand. There seemed to be a Jack
of “nerve and vigour,” whereas,"in point of fact, there were
the firmest resolution and strength of will. Now that the
heated passions of the time have lost all their force, we can
see clearly that there was greater courage required in pa-
tient submission to unjust reproaches, than would have
been shown by any display of force, with its inevitable re-
sults.+

*The writer, then a boy, witnessed one of these ¢émeutes at the corner of Yonge and
King streets, Toronto, when stones and rotten eggs werc thrown, and a rabble ran hooting
with the Governor’s carriage.

t Writing two years later, his Lordship, in an interesting letter (Walrond, p. 96), expresses
entire satisfaction with the retrospect. * T have heen told by Americans ¢ we thought you
were right ; but we could not understand why you did not shoot them down.”” Anda pub-
lic man in Canada, out of politics when the letter was written, said, ¢ Yes, Isee it all
now ; you were right—a thousand times right—though I thought otherwise then. 1own
that I would have reduced Montreal to ashes before I would have endured half of what you
did ; and he added, I should have been justified too.” ¢ Yes,” I answered, ‘you would bave
been justified, because your course would have beer: perfectly defensible ; but it would not
have been the best course. Mine was a better one.””
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who had signed the manifesto. At this time, Lord Elgin
was raised to the British peerage, and already had a son
and heir to receive the honour after him.

From this time forward Lord Elgin’s most strenuous efforts
were put forth to secure the two commercial reforms he had
at heart. It was only in June, 1849, that the Imperial Navi-
gation Laws were abolished, and the result was an imme-
diate stimulus to Canadian trade. The reciprocity project.
did not fare so well. It was hardly a national, and in no
sense a party question ; and, therefore, it was with the great-
est difficulty that the American Congress could be induced
to entertain it at all. Lord Elgin’s attitude was one of neu-
trality in an economic point of view. He was a modified
free-trader; but he could not disguise from himself the ex-
ceptional position of Canada. Heartily in favour of recipro-
city, he demurred to absolute free-trade. Knowing that
Brother Jonathan was a hard man to deal with,* he trusted,
nevertheless, by prudent negotiation, to secure for Canada a.
treaty fair to both sides. During over three years, the con-
tracting parties were at work without tangible results. Con-
gress played with the measure, discussed it fitfully, and then
allowed it to perish with the rest of the “murdered inno-
cents,” when the time for adjournment drew nigh. At length,
in 1854, Lord Elgin himself was despatched to Washington,

and, within a few weeks, concluded a treaty with Mr. Marcy,

* Speaking of the annexation movement, he wrote : ¢ They (the Canadians) are invited
to form a part of a community which is neither suffering nor freetrading, which never makes
a bargain without getting at least twice as much as it gives ; a community the members of
which have been, within the last few weeks, pouring into their multifarious places of wor-
sbip, to thank God that they are exempt from the ills which afflict other men, from those:
especially which afflict their despised neighbours, the inhabitants of North America, who-
have remained faithful to the country which planted them.”
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passed through ‘bad hands in the early, and even in the
later, time. Of old, the Governor and his self-appointed
Council set the popular will at defiance ; more recently the
Queen’s representative had figured as a partisan, identifying
himself with his advisers on the throne and at the polls,
When the Home Government remonstrated, the dominant
party quietly ignored its authority ; when popular support.
was lacking, they rushed as suppliants to Downing Street.
Imperial interference was resented when it thwarted their
views, solicited when it might strengthen their power of re-
sistance to “ the well-understood wishes of the people.”
Lord Elgin, on the other hand, refused to invoke the
power behind him at every emergency. In his view, parlia-
mentary government, on the recdgnised basis of executive
responsibility, must be accepted without reserve or demur.
If it were good for England, it was good for the colonies ;.
but it could be of no benefit anywhere unless it had full
scope, and were honestly carried out to the letter. With
the Clergy Reserves question there could be no constitutional
entanglement. The Imperial Parliament had deliberately
handed over the subject to the Canadian Legislature by
statute, and the only question was what should be done with -
it. Meanwhile, however, the new Reform party had carried
on an agitation in favour of immediate secularization, with-
out regard to the Imperial Act of 1791. They contended
that the Provincial Parliament was endowed with full power

to deal with the matter, without an appeal to England.*

* The Governor-General in writing home stated that the strong feeling which had arisen
came of an inveterate jealousy of Anglican ascendency, aggravated by the political course
of the Family Compact ; and this feeling ¢ allying itself with the voluntary spirit caught.
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The Government, however, decided to resort to the latter
means ; and in 1850, an address to the Crown was adopted,
praying that the Imperial Act might be repealed. The
motion passed by a vote of forty-six to twenty-three; but
the Upper Canadian vote stood eighteen to seventeen. Of
the latter, however, a number were in favour of seculariza-
tion, although they differed from the Government in matters
of detail* 1In 1851, Lord John Russell introduced a Bill
to grant the prayer of the Canadian address; but it was
crowded out by more pressing‘ matters of Imperial concern.
In 1852, Lord Derhy succeeded to office, and refused to take
up the question ; but, in the following year, it was settled
under the Coalition Government of Lord Aberdeen. During
this interval there was no pause in the discussion on this
side of the water. The new party, which appeared in con-
siderable strength after the elections of 1851, demanded im-
mediate secularization ; but they failed to move the Govern-
ment. At length in 1854, the McNab-Morin Cabinet took
up the subject, and introduced a Secularization Bill, which,
with due regard to vested rights, devoted the reserves to
education and other public purposes. During the same year
the Seignorial Tenure was also abolished in Lower Canada,
and thus two exciting questions were forever set at rest.
Another matter, the constitution of the Legislative Council
had early attracted Lord Elgin’s attention. In a letter to
Lord Grey, written in March, 1850, he inclined to the opinion
that that body should be made elective. But at that time,

from the Scottish Free Church movement of 1843, took the shape of opposition to every
thing In the shape of a public provision for the support of religion, and the cry was raised
for the secularization of the Clergy Reserves.”

* Turcotte, il., p. 143.
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Mr. Baldwin was determinedly opposed to the project, and
the Imperial Government would not yield its sanction. Three
years later, in addressing the Duke of Newcastle, he urged
“that the position of the second chamber in our body politic
is at present wholly unsatisfactory,” and shortly after the
Colonial Office succeeded in passing a measure conceding to
Canada the right to deal with the constitution of the Council.
Lord Elgin, however, had left the Province before the
measure rendering it elective was actually passed. It may be
remarked, in passing., that the three chief opponents of the
Bill were Scots, Messrs. George Brown, J. Hillyard Cameron
and John (afterwards Judge) Wilson, member for London.
The season for the Governor’s departure had now fully
come. He was in the eighth year of his viceroyalty, when
the Imperial Government reluctantly agreed to his retire-
ment. During this time, he had passed through a time of
storm and a time of peace and general contentment. He
had encountered popular rage in the assertion of popular
rights, and had conquered by calm persistence and unobtru-
sive strength of will. Of all our Canadian Governors, he
best deserves to be remembered as the ruler who, setting be-
fore himself the noblest ideal of free colonial government,
realized it in practice without wavering or doubt. When he
left our shores there was no more popular man within its
limits. The old passions had lost their fire, and from their dy-
ing embers a more genial flame had sprung forth. Lord Elgin
was a singular instance of what firm devotion to principle
- may accomplish against all odds. Gifted with a compre-
hensive and well-cultured intellect, he was born to rule, and

to rule equitably, discerningly, and with inimitable sagacity
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and forethought. There was in him, not only the intui-
tive power of genius, but the plodding spirit of routine. He
could formulate as well as suggest, devise and fashion as well
divine. No statesman was ever less of a dreamer; and yet

few have surpassed Lord Elgin in the mysterious power of

insight. As a speaker, he had few equals among his con-

temporaries. The eloquence which impressed Mr. Gladstone
at the Union Club was mellowed with the progress of the
years. Whether his more elevated utterances were studied
or not, there was always, when he spoke, a refreshing feel-
ing that what was said came from the heart as well as the
head. The true touch-stone of all rare eloquence is its ap-
parent freedom from restraint, its facility, its copiousness, its
spontaneity. When, in the autumn of 1851, his Lordship
attended the Boston Railway Jubilee, he was brought into
competition with one of the most finished of American ora-
tors, Edward Everett. Yet, in the judgment of New Eng-
landers, the Scottish nobleman triumphed. There was no
flavour of the lamp in his easy and graceful eloquence. The
contrast was so marked between the two eminent speakers
as to force itself upon general notice at the moment.

In all that Lord Elgin did there was the same fresh natu-
ralness and Scottish straightforwardness, and he showed
clearly by his public course that there is no necessary di-
vorce between these natural endowments and the frankest
toleration or the most comprehensive breadth of liberality.
Whether in Jamaica, Canada, China or India, his Lordship
was always the conscientious servant of the Crown and the
people. To learn his duty, wherever he might be placed,

was the first aspiration with him ; to do it, his firm resolu-
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had come a long season of grateful calm ; the bitterness was
past, and temporary reverses had been swallowed up in
victory. When Lord Elgin left our shores, there was no
more popular, or deeply-beloved public man to be found from
Gaspé to Sandwich.

When he arrived in England, his Lordship was offered
the Chancellorship of the duchy of Lancaster—a cabinet
office—but declined it,on the ground that he had onlyrecently
taken his seat in the Lords. He addressed the House once
or twice in defence of the Lord Palmerston Ministry, but for
nearly two years lived quietly at Broomhall, attending to his
estates, which were in his eyes not so much a property as a
trust. In 1836, the affair of the lorcha Arrow occurred.
The vessel sailed under the British flag; but it was after-
wards contended that it was really a pirate committing de-
predations under false colours. At all events the period of
registry at the consulate had expired, and the Chinese author-
ities thought themselves justified in boarding the vessel,
hauling down the flag, and seizing the Chinese crew. The
consequence was not only a quarrel with the Celestial empire,
buta Ministerial defeat in England. During the Session of
1857, Mr.Cobden introduced a resolution censuring Lord Pal-
merston’s Government for “the violent measures resorted
toat Canton.” The great free-trader was supported by what
the jaunty Premier called « a fortuitous concourse of atoms.”
Conservatives, Peelites and Radicals united in favour of the
motion, with some recalcitrant Whigs. Mr. Disraeli, Lord
John Russell, Mr, Gladstone and Sir James Graham, went into
the lobby with Messrs Cobden and Bright, and the motion
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He had only been a month in England when the Premier
offered him the viceroyalty of India, in place of Lord Can-
ning. The position was one which naturally attracted a
statesman not so much ambitious as eager to do his country
and the world all the service in his power. He bade adieu
—for, alas ! he never returned—to the shores of Brit@in on
the 28th of January, 1862, and arrived at Calcutta on the
12th of March. With an absorbing desire to fulfil his onerous
duties concientiously and with intelligence, he set out upon
an extended tour as soon as the autumn advanced. His con-
stitution was not acclimatized, and he soon felt the effects of
his journeyings. In the following year his friends noticed
that he had aged much within a few months. Yet on the
12th of October he again was en route. Having surmounted
a difficult pass and crossed the famous Twig Bridge on the
Chandra, he was suddenly prostrated from exposure and ex~
haustion, and never altogether rallied. Nevertheless, he
continued in the saddle until the 22nd, when another attack
overtook him, and he was carried by stages to Dhurmsala.
A physician was brought from Caleutta, but his efforts were
in vain. Lord Elgin died, after lingering, without pain, as
a devout Christian and supremely conscientious man would
desire to die, at the post of duty, on the 20th of November,
1863, at the early age of fifty-three years. There, under
Eastern skies, rests as noble a heart as ever beat within a.
Scotsman’s breast. = And Scotland has never failed to show
her pride in him. As an intimate friend has said, “ Where-
ever else he was honoured, and however few were his visits

to his native land, yet Scotland, at least, always delighted to
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Conservative, statesman of England.* Earl Grey was Colo-
nial Secretary during almost the whole of Lord Elgin’s term;
Lord Norton served as Under Secretary of the department,
for about two years-and-a-half in Lord Derby’s second ad-
ministration (1866-1868). It will be seen at once, by a com-
parison of the books, that, whilst there is a difference of
ppinion as to the merit of introducing the constitutional
system, both authors are agreed upon its wisdom and neces-
sity. The Conservative points with satisfaction to the |
tardiness with which the Whigs acknowledged fesponsible
government. Lord Grey had failed to observe that «the
normal eurrent of colonial history is perpetual assertion of
the right to self-government.”t So slow were the Whigs
in accepting the new theory, that Sir G. Cornewall Lewis,in
his “ Government of Dependencies” (1841, p. 160), wrote :
“Since the close of the American war it has not been the
policy of England to vest any portion of the legislative
power of the subordinate government of a dependency in a
body elected by the inhabitants. The only partial exception
is in the Canadian Provinces.” And yet, in 1841, Lord
Sydenhém was promising to Canada the full measure of

constitutional government, just as General Simcoe, nearly

* The Colonial Policy of Lord John Russell’s Administration. By Earl Grey, 2 vols.
London : Rickard Bentley, 1853; and A Review of ** The Colonial Policy,” &c., and of
subsequent Colonial History. By Sir Charles B. Adderley, K.C.M.G., M.P., &. London:
Edward Stanford, 1869, In 1878, Sir Charles was raised to the pecrage as Baron Norton.

1 % The fundamental error in his theory of colonial government, and it was the prevalent
theory of the time, seems to me to be the supposition that, in Euglish settlements (I am not
speaking of Crown governments, or stations for peace or war), the supreme executive has
the task of exercising a political control over the people, which must reverse, in their case,
the Constitution which we enjoy at home—a control which distance must make all the more
galling, and of which the more benevolent and conscientious its exercise, the more fatal
must be the effects upon the vigour and prosperity of its subjects.”— Adderley, p. 2.
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land, and in the functions of government. When Gourlay
appeared upon the scene, avowedly to promote immigration,
and break up the close preserve hedged in with so much
care and solicitude, the party, or rather coterie, in power,
took the alarm. The enterprising Scot was made a victim
to its fears ; yet he succeeded in leaving behind him the seeds
of political intelligence destined to bear fruit in time to
come. The Alien Act was tried in vain, and the urgent re-
monstrances a:gainst emigration from Britain proved to be
altogether without effect. New comers continued to flock
in, among them republican Americans, who had spied out
the latent riches of the young colony, and were eager to take
advantage of its nascent development.

It was during this time that Dr. Strachan appeared as the
champion of the sfatus quo in church and state. That he
and the family compact were partly in the right may be
frankly admitted. Between the moment when popular
movements are first begun, and that at which their triumph
is, in any sense, desirable, there is a long interval. The
friends of conservatism are always right in the early por-
tion of a transitional period; but they grow less and less
80, as time passes by, and the body politic emerges through
adoleseence into manhood. The innovators, on the other
hand, are invariably premature, impatient, querulous, and
unreasonable at the outset ; but their course gathers strength
with the popular growth. We must not, therefore, judge those
who put down the brakes, in the light of recent years.
They had a duty to perform, of inestimable importance to

the colony, and they performed it conscientiously according
U
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