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PREFACE,

THE Papers and Proceedings of the Royal Society

of Antiquaries of Ireland now placed in the hands
of the Fellows and Members, form the Ninth Volume
of the Fifth Series of The Journal (Volume Twenty-
nine of the Consecutive Series). It will be found equal
to any of the previous Volumes as regards the interest-
ing variety of its contents, and the importance of the
subjects discussed.

The principal feature of the Volume is, no doubt,
the full account of the places visited by the Society
in the Islands off the West Coast of Scotland, the
Orkneys and Caithness, in the month of June, 1899;
this forms a valuable and instructive chapter for the
Irish Student in Comparative Archeeology.

Of the five Celtic nationalities, the Society has still
to visit Brittany and the Isle of Man to complete the
Series, and by so doing, place on record the distinctive
characteristics of the existing Antiquarian remains still
to be seen in these countries.

In the Prehistoric Section, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Westropp,
and Col. Edgar Layard contribute careful Papers on
Caherconree, Co. Kerry, the Dolmens and Stone Forts

of the Burren, Co. Clare, and the Stone Lake Dwellings
a2
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on Lough Cullen, Co. Mayo. The interest in Ogamic
literature is well sustained by the valuable Paper of
Professor Rhys, giving the results of a careful exami-
nation and reading of the stones forming the Drum-
loghan Cave. Mr. Macalister also contributes Notes on
the disputed point of there being a Cryptic element in
these inscriptions.

Of early ecclesiastical foundations, the short Paper
on Kilmakilloge, Co. Kerry, by Miss Hickson, and the
exhaustive notice of the Termon of Durrow, by the
Rev. De Courcy Williams, show much careful study.
Mr. Drew’s Note on the Surroundings of St. Patrick de
Insula, and the account of Grey Abbey, Co. Down, by
Mr. Phillips, deal with later periods of the subject.

The Round Towers of Armoy and Drumbo are
described and illustrated, and the first part of a valuable
Paper, by Dr. Macnamara, on the Cross of Dysert O’Dea
has been published. Lord Walter Fitz Gerald gives an
interesting account of a small Holed Cross at Moone,
abounding in symbols of a possibly pre-Christian period.

In Folklore the notes from the Rennes copy of the
Dindsenchas will be found of interest to the students of
this subject; and Mr. Ball’s Papers on the Residents of
Monkstown, as well as the two short Papers by the late
Rev. Dr. Stokes on ¢ Swiftiana” and Moira House, afford
interesting studies of social life in recent times.

In Ecclesiology Mr. Buckley contributes some
notes of much interest, and Mr. Robertson describes
the Archer Chalice, |

Sir Thomas Grattan Esmonde writes about the
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antiquities in his own immediate neighbourhood, and
his contribution shows what a busy man can do for
Archzology when imbued with a desire to assist.
Amongst the Fellows and Members lost to the
Society by death, during the past year, must be men-
tioned the following contributors to our Journal :—
The Right Rev. Charles Graves, Bishop of Limerick,
Ardfert, and Aghadoe, was born in Dublin the 6th of
November, 1812. He was the youngest son of J. Crosbie
Graves, Esq. Entering Trinity College in 1829, he
obtained Scholarship in 1832, and graduated in 1835.
He took the M.A. in 1838, and D.D. in 1851. In 1836
he was elected a Fellow of Trinity College, and was
co-opted a Senior Fellow in 1862. From 1843 to 1862
he held the Professorship of Mathematics. He was
Dean of the Chapel Royal from 1860 to 1866 ; Dean of
Clonfert from 1864 to 1866. In 1866 he was consecrated
Bishop of the United Dioceses of Limerick, Ardfert,
and Aghadoe. He departed this life in Dublin,
July, 1899. Elected a Member of the Royal Irish
Academy in 1837, he was Secretary to its Council
in 1848; Secretary to the Academy in 1856; and
was President in 1861. He became a Member of the
Kilkenny Archaological Society in 1850, the year after
it was founded, held the office of Vice-President, and
was a Fellow of our Society at the time of his death.
Distinguished as a Mathematician, his first contributions
to the Proceedings of the Academy were on Mathematical
subjects, but he read a Paper on the Age of the ¢“Book
of Armagh” in 1846, and he commenced what proved a
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long series of Communications to its Transactions and
Proceedings on Ogam characters in 1847. His first
Paper in our Journal appears in Volume L., on p. 305,
“On the Age of Ogam Writing,” and he was an
occasional contributor until 1890.

William Frazer, who died 16th of April of the
present year, was born in 1824, he was the son of a
Dublin merchant descended from a Scottish family.
In 1848 he became a Licentiate of the Royal College of
Surgeons, Ireland, and in 1872 was elected a Iellow.
He also acted as one of its Examiners, and was a
Member of Council. He was elected a Member of the
Royal Irish Academy in 1866 ; a Member of Council in
1881; and, at the time of his death, he held the office
of Librarian.

His connexion with the Royal Society of Antiquaries
of Ireland commenced in 1887, when he was elected a
Member ; he became a Fellow in 1892, and a Vice-
President in 1895. The Society of Antiquaries of
Scotland elected him an Honorary Fellow in succession
to the late Bishop Reeves.

As an antiquarian writer, Dr. Frazer was prolific
and versatile ; his contributions to the Proceedings
of the Royal Irish Academy number thirty, and his
contributions to the Journal of the Royal Society of
Antiquaries number twenty-four, extending over the
period from 1890 to the time of his death.

Miss Hickson, whose demise occurred early in the
present year, was one of the Local Secretaries for her
native County of Kerry. She became a Member of
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this Soéiety in 1879, and continued a contributor from
that year to the time of her death.

Her first Paper was on the ¢ Fitzgibbon Pedigree,”
which appeared in Vol. XIV. (Consecutive Series), and
in the following volume a note on ¢ Castle Ishen ”
appeared, followed by ¢ Notes on Kerry Topography,
Ancient and Modern,” which commenced in Vol. XV.,
and ran through the Vols. XVI., XVII., XVIIL, and
XIX. Further communications from her pen relating
to that County appeared in each succeeding Volume,
and her last contribution was a Paper on ¢Kilmakilloge,
in the County of Kerry.” It appears in the Journal for
the present year, and was published after her death.

30tk December, 1899.
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THE JOURNAL

or

THE ROYAL SOCIETY OF ANTIQUARIES

OF IRELAND,

FOR THE YEAR 1899.

PAPERS AND PROCEEDINGS—PART I. FIRST QUARTER, 1899,

Papers.,

A FURTHER NOTE ON THE SURROUNDINGS OF SAINT
PATRICK’S DE INSULA, DUBLIN. THE RESTORATION
OF THE NORTH CLOSE, 1899. THE POSSIBILITY OF
RECOVERY OF THE ANCIENT WELL OF ST. PATRICK.

By THOMAS DREW, R.H.A., Vice-PrestpENT.
[Read Fesruary 28, 1899.]

YuE whole of the lands known as the Liberty of St. Sepulchre, near
Dublin, were, in 1190, possessed by the Archbishop of Dublin, and
on them was the church of St. Patrick de Insula.

John Comyn, Archbishop of Dublin, 1190-1, defined the limits of the
precinct, verge or cemeterium of the church, and applotted ‘ eight areas
surrounding the cemeterium for building canons’ houses’* (vide charters).

The boundaries of the respective plots have been strictly maintained
for seven centuries. They are still definable on the south, east, and
west sides of the Cathedral in existing leaseholds, and were so on the
north side until 1890.

The Liberty of St. Patrick’s, as created by Comyn, was walled and
fortified, and dignitaries’ houses were built. They were, however, not
maintained. As related by Stanihurst (about 1570) the unfortunate
dignitaries, ‘“being so daily and hourly preid and molested by their prowl-
ing mountain neighbours, were forced to suffer their buildings to fail
into decay, and embayed themselves within the city walls,”

The Act 17 & 18 Charles II., cap. 14, for abating the nuisance and
B
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unsanitary condition, and beautifying *’ the pieces of.g'rouud surrouPd-
ing the Cathedral, describe them in the preamble as *‘in a manner lyl'ng
waste.” Portions appear to have been sublet by some of the dignitaries

at low rents, and to have shared in the sordid, unregulated, and offensive

condition of general neglect of the Cathedral precincts.

ST. Patriok’s CATHEDRAL.
{Malton’s View, 1793.)

In 1661 the Dean and Chapter, for sanitary considerations, ordained
that the portion of the cemetery on the north side, appurtenant to the
Cathedral under Comyn’s foundation, should be paved. It still remained
the property of the Cathedral Corporation within their exempt jurisdie-
tion of the Liberty of St. Patrick’s, and would appear not to have become
dedicated as a public thoroughfare until the removal of the remains of
St. Patrick’s Gate, at the west end, with certain houses that stood thereat
on the * Oeconomy " plot, by the Wide Street Commissioners in 1824.

The exempt jurisdiction and property of the Dean and Chapter in the
street traversing the ancient cemetery, and known to us as St. Patrick’s
Close, did not lapse until comparatively few years ago, and has for that
interval vested in the Corporation of Dublin.

It is now sought, under a Bill promoted last session in Parliament by
Lords Ardilaun and Iveagh, and James Talbot Power, Esq., to establish
an open park or city garden on the north side of the Cathedral. It is

———
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ST. PATRICK’'S DE INSULA, DUBLIN. 3

proposed by it, inter alia, to restore to the Cathedral its verge assigned
by its founder, Archbishop Comyn, in 1190, held by it for successive
centuries and essential as a foreground to the dignity of this ancient and
stately church, which has been rescued, maintained and restored to the
citizens of Dublin in the past thirty years by private munificence.
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‘WEesT Froxt oF St. PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL.
(Maltan’s View, 1793.)

The veritable ancient well of St. Patrick, where baptisms were
traditionally said to have been performed by the Saint himself, was, on
the authority of Archbishop Ussher who saw it in his time, enclosed in
houses standing on the north Close.

“In patriciane ecclesiz claustro, non procul a Campanili, illum
patricij. fontem vidimus (intra privatas @des inclusum nuper-
rime et obstructum) ad quem Dublinienses neophytos ab eo
fuisse baptizatos, juxta civitatem ad Austrum, ex Jocilino jam
audivimus.” Britt. Eccl. Antiq. folio 449.—Mason’s History.

Antiquaries of reverent instinect, and ecclesiologists are hiereby warned
of a coming chance of recovery of this famous and sacrosanct well, on the
restoration of the ground sometime desecrated as a public street, ¢ non
procul a campanili,” and within the area of the houses marked on my
map as in possession of Henry Hunt, or Rotton, in 1750, removed by
the Wide Streets Commission in 1824.

B2
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Bearing in mind that the inevitable accumulation process in city
bounds has in seven centuries raised the surface of the ground 6 feet,
and perhaps more, above the ancient ground level, a hope may he enter-
tained by the pious that the well of St. Patrick is not lost for ever. It
was seen by Ussher in Queen Elizabeth’s day, and Malton, writing in:
1790, took upon himself to say that it was still to be found under the
hall of the house nearest depicted in his view of the west end of St.
Patrick’s—that it may be but covered up, and may be brought again to
light, is not impossible.

“The well is mentioned by Andowe, who was Proctor of the
Oeconomy in 1509. He describes the House of the Preb. of Howth
as situated ¢Juxta fontem Sancti Patricii’ A MS. of Dr. John Lyon
mentions it as in the outer court of the Archdeacon of Glendaloch’s
cloister ” (Mason).

Ussher’s reference would have been about 1590. It was then ¢ very
lately enclosed in private houses and obstrueted.” Dr. John Lyon
(compiler of the ‘‘Novum Registrum of Christchurch”) and Malton
would bring the latest memory of St. Patrick’s well to the beginning of
the century. The forecourt, or enclosure, of the Archdcacon of Glenda-
loch’s ground, could be still defined from accurate maps; not so the
House of the Prebendary of Howth, which is not existent in the
Cathedral Survey of 1750. It may be added that the so-called well
of St. Patrick, shown in the south transept, is no well, and but a small
collection of surface water in a hollow, not seven inches deep ; nor has
it any pretensions to antiquity or samctity. It must of necessity be
drainage from adjoining vaults, in which are recorded many interments
of the Loftus families and others.
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CAHERCONREE,! COUNTY KERRY.

i
s By P.J. LYNCH, Ferrow, Hox. ProvINCIAL SEcrETARY, MUNSTER.

[Submitted Novemser 29, 1898.]

THERE are few places in Kerry of greater historical interest than Caher-

conree, the fort of Curoi Mae Daire, King of West Munster, who
reigned at the time of the Incarnation. It gives the name to the highest
western peak of the Slieve Mis range of mountains, 2713 feet high.
The fort is situated on a spur of the mountain at an elevation of
2050 feet as registered by two aneroids. It is shown on the joining of
Ordnance sheets 37 and 46, co. Kerry. For a long time I have desired to
visit this fort, but the variety of conditions necessary, that is the time, op-
portunity, and, most essential of all, suitable weather, formed a combination
most diffieult to secure. However, last July, after one disappointment—
heavy driving mists baving set in on my arrival at the foot of the moun-
tain—a second attempt was made under most favourable circumstances.
I was accompanied by two members of our Society, Dr. William Fogerty,
and his brothers Mr. Robert Fogerty, c.x., and Surgeon Geo. Fogerty, x.x.:
the latter kindly volunteered his services as photographer, and all rendered
valuable assistance in preparing the record of our visit. I cannot omit
also to acknowledge the kindness of Lord Ventry’s steward, Mr. Hender-
son, who accompanied us, and from his knowledge of the mountain helped
us considerably.

There are two ways of approach from the northern side of the range,
either by the Glen of Derrymore, which is wild and pieturesque, or from
the village of Camp by the valley of the Finglas river called Glen Fas.
This is the easier way to ascend, as from the end of the glen there is a
gradual rise following the course of the Finglas stream for about half-way
up the mountain; the remainder of the distance is stecper and more
diffieult to climb.

History? records that, at the base of Caherconree, was the meeting
of the Milesians, after landing in the Kenmare river, with the Tuatha-
De-Danann, and here, after their return from Tara, was fought their
first battle in which the Milesian Queen Scota was killed. A large flat
rock at the eastern end of the Slieve Mis range, near Tralce, is known as

11 have adopted the spelling of the Ordnance map for convenience 'of reft’arence,
though it is in ngany casespnot t%e most correct. Sm.ith write§ Cahergonngh, O Curr¥
has it Cathair Chonroi or Conrai, 0'Donovan Cathair Conrui—Con is the genitive o
Ct, hound, or hero. In the nominative it is Ct Roi, genitive Con Roi.

?Keating’s ¢ History of Ireland.”’ ;



6 ROYAL SOCIETY OF ANTIQUARIES OF IRELAND.

Scota’s grave. Here, too, fell the Milesian princess Fas. Local tra-
dition asserts that she is buried where the ruined oratory of.Kilelton’
now stands, a little eastward of Glen Fas.

The fort figures prominently in the ancient history of Ircland. In
the Trish triads it is ranked as one of the three old buildings of Ireland,
with Dunseverick in Antrim, and Dun Cearmna on the old Head of Kin-
sale. In O’Donovan’s translation of the twelfth century MSS., ¢ The
Battle of Magh Rath?” (Moira)—said to have been fought A.n. 637—
after recounting several of the battles of the Ultonians, the bard con-

tinues:— -
¢¢Seven battles around Cathair Conrui,

The plundering of Fiamuin, son of Forui,
‘The plundering of Curoi—lasting the renown,
With the seventeen sons of Deaghaidh.”

In the Leabkar na h- Uidhre, a MS. which O’Curry ascribes to about the
eleventh century, mention is made of Cathair Conroi in connexion with
the dispute as to who was entitled to the champion’s share at the feasts
of the Red Branch knights at Emain Macha, which was to be decided at
the fort of Curoi Mac Daire. The deeds of daring performed by the three
knights, Laeghaire Buadhach, Conall Cearnach, and notably Cuchulainn,
the great Ultonian hero, outside the rampart of Caherconree on that
occasion, as told by this ancient chronicler, are fully translated by O’Curry,?
and form one of the wildest and most fanciful of our Celtic sagas.

After this comes the old story Orgain Cathrach Chonrai (or the
slaughter of Cathair Conroi), which was one of the great stories which the
Ollamh was bound to relate before the king. In it we are told how
Blanaid, the wife of Curoi—a princess from the Isle of Man—who had
been carried away as a prize in a successful assault on her father’s strong-
hold, led by Mac Daire, arranged the plot by which her lover, the knight
Cuchulainn, was to effect an entrance to the fort, the signal being that
she was to pour milk into the stream, which rises about 200 yards below,
until it ran white. At the given signal Cuchulainn and his men entered
the fort, and murdered Curoi Mac Daire, who is said to be buried on
Caherconree.®* The faithless Blanaid fled to Ulster with her Ultonian
lover, and the stream is known as the Finnghlas, or white stream, ever
since. These romantic tales connected with the legendary history of Ire-
land, as they are related by Keating, or translated from ancient MSS. by
0’Curry, lend an additional interest to Caherconree; but as the purpose
of this paper is more with the fortress itself than the legends connected
withit, I must refer those who are not fully acquainted with them to the

..." See «“ Kilelton in Glenfas,” by Miss M. Hickson, Jowrnal, R.S. A.I., 5th Ser., vol.
viii. (1898), p. 309. Mr. Borlase, in his valuable work, ** The Dolmens of Ireland,”
note, pp. 840-841, states there is no ruined church near Glen Fas, though Windele
vefers to a visit to this oratory on his way to Ceherconree. ;

# 0'Curry’s  Manners and Customs of the Ancient Irish,’’ vol. iii., p. 75.
3 0’Donovan’s * Battle of Magh Rath,”” p. 212.

N v—
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pages of these writers.! T know there are some modern scholars of
eminence who scek to rob us of the reality of those herocs, whose deeds
have been glorified by our ancient bards, and to locate them amid the
gods of a new mythology. The turgidity of the style of our ancient
poets in recounting the deeds of their heroes at the dawn of history
tends to elevate them above the sphere of ordinary mortals, and in time
confounds them with the supernatural, and, no doubt, induces scepticism ;
still, for the present I prefer to believe with Mr. Standish 0’Grady? that
“Cuculain and his friends are historical characters, seen as it were
through mists of love and wonder, whom men could not forget, but
for centuries continued to celebrate in countless songs and stories; they
are not literary phantoms, but actual existences; imaginary or fictitious
characters, mere creatures of idle fancy, do not live and flourish so in the
world’s memory.”

Much confusion has existed amongst antiquaries, not only as to the
position of this fort but as to whether it had any existence. Smith, in
his  History of Kerry,” at page 156, states:—¢‘The other mountains that
run westerly into the barony of Corkaguiny, go by various Irish names.
A remarkable one of these is Cahirconrigh, or Cauir Conrigh, ¢.e. the
fortress of Conrigh or King Con. On the top of this mountain a circle of
stones (massy) laid one on the other in the manner of a Danish entrench-
ment—several of them are from 8to 10 cubical feet, but they are all very
rude ; from the situation of the place it resembles a beacon or place of
guard to alarm the country, but from the prodigious size of the stones
it rather seems a monument of some great action performed near this
place, or, perhaps, a sepulchral trophy raised over some eminent person.
This piece of antiquity stands on the summit of a conical mountain,
which is more than 700 yards above the level of the sea, and forms a kind
of peninsula between two very fine bays.” O’Flanagan® described it as
a heap of loose stones that appear to have been collected on the moun-
tain. Dr. Woods* refers to it as a wall, forming with the verges of the
hill an irregular triangle within which the inaccessible parts of the
mountain are enclosed. He also describes two gates about 11 feet wide,
some sunken pits, and the entire as situated on the summit of the moun-
tain, all of which are so inaccurate that it was probably only written .from
hearsay. O’Donovan, in a note to the ‘“Battle of Magh Rath,” publlsheq
in 1842, writes of Cathair Conrui:—** s.e. the Caher or stone fort of Curol
Mac Daire: it is still the name of a mountain situated about 6 miles S.W.
of the town of Tralee in Kerry, near which Curoi Mac Daire, King of
the Deagads of Munster, resided in the first century. In the ‘Book of

1 Keating's ¢ History of Ireland” ; 0’Curry’s *‘ Mannersand Customs ”* ; ¢Cathair
Conroi.”

2 ¢ Coming of Cuculain,” Standish 0’Grady. (London, 1894.)

3 ¢¢Transactions of Gaelic Society,”” p. 60.

4 ¢« An Inquiry Concerning the iy’;‘imitive Inhabitants of Ireland.”” Dr. Thomas

Woods.
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Leinster,’ folio 16 a, b, it is stated that the Lecht, or monument of Curoi,
is on Slieve Mis mountain, of which Caherconree is the highest part. The
cairn or sepulchral pile of Curoi is still to be seen on the north-east
shoulder of the mountain, but his caher or fort has been long since de-
stroyed, though Dr. Smith, in his ¢ History of Kerry,” states that the
ruins of it were to be seen on the summit of the mountain in his own
time ; but this is utterly erroneous, for the feature called Caherconree
on this mountain is a natural ledge of rocks.” O’Curry believed that
some portion of the fort remained, for after relating the legend of
Blanaid and the white stream, he writes: ‘‘and therefore any one taking
this white stream, still so well known in the locality, for his guide, and
following it up the mountain, may, perhaps, discover the ancient Cathair
Conroi, some vestiges of which must still exist.” But O’Cuiry, with that
accuracy and minuteness of research for which he is remarkable, goes
still further in his efforts to locate it, by quoting from the old tale Cath
Finntragha, or * Battle of Ventry Harbour,” where the Journey of Finn
Mace Cumbhaill into Kerry is described, ‘‘and then over the long white
strand of the Bay of Tralee, with his left hand to Cathair na Claen Ratha,
which was called Cathair Chonrai, and to Slieve Mis, and thence on to
Ventry.”! O’Curry continues: * Another curious bit of additional infor-
mation, if it be correct, is supplied by this tale, namely, that Cathair
Conroi was called also Cathair na Claen Ratha, that is, the Cathair of the
sloping rath, and, probably, Claen Rath, or sloping rath only; and this
may lead further to the identification of the old Cathair, since, perhaps,
it may still be known under the name of Cathair na Claen Ratha, or of
Claen Rath only.” I am not aware that the fort has been known in recent
times as Claen Rath, but, curiously enough, a reference to the elevation
of the rampart, which I have prepared to accompany this paper, will
show how correctly the description of sloping rath applies to Caher-
conree. The ground slopes to an angle of 10° as measured by a clino-
meter. In later years the fort was visited by Mr. Windele, of Cork, and
though he did not attempt a measured survey, still his paper, published
in the Ulster Journal of Archaology, vol. viii., 1860, may be said to be
the first authentic. description of the Cahir, and gives a very fair general
idea of it. To come to later times, either Windele's paper had not come
under the notice of our eminent antiquary Professor Rhys, or, if so, he
remained sceptical; for in his inaugural address® as President of the
Cambrian Archaological Association, read at our joint meeting in Killar-
ney in 1891, and published in our Journal, he states :—¢“ It seems to me
somewhat incredible that there should ever have been a fortress on so
high a mountain ” ; and after quoting O’Donovan’s note, see ante, he adds
us a footnote: ‘it would be greatly to the credit of the R. S. A. I. if it

! ¢« Manners and Customs,”’ p. 82, Vol. iii.

2 ¢ Early Irish Conquests of Wales and D ia,” . "
e e Py e umnonia,” by John Rhys, ».a. (..famnal
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were to publish a detailed survey of the top of the mountain in their
Journal, that is if it has not been done already.” I hope the present
effort may succeed in convincing Professor Rhys that the remains of u
cahir of right royal proportions exist on the mountain, and that its
position and surroundings go far towards substantiating the legendary
history connecting it with Curoi Mac Daire. The entire subject-matter
of the Professor's address is most interesting in connexion with Calier-
conree, for though he has been described as one ““of those antiquaries
who desire to relegate all things traditional in Irish history to Aryan
mythology,”? in that address, to use his own phrase, he has turned over a
new leaf, and his arguments to identify Cuchulainn with the Sentantii of
Britain, mentioned by Ptolemy, and Curoi Mac Daire with Carausius,
are, as might be expected, learned and exhaustive; but for the sake
of the memory of our Munster monarch, I would prefer to think, with
Mr. Borlase, that Carausius may have been identical with the pirate
rover, Lughaidh Maeccon, of evil notoriety ;? however, that is a branch of
the subject outside the scope of this paper, and may safely be left to
these two eminent antiquaries to investigate.

More fortunate than Windele’s party, who visited Caherconree in a
thick mist, we were favoured with lovely summer weather, and a perfectly
clear atmosphere. 'What strikes you most as you approach the fortress
is its ecommanding situation, which lends a grandeur to it which is all
nature’s own. It is a rocky projecting eminence formed, as it were, as
the site for a stronghold ; and which man completed, by the erection of
this massive wall across the plateau on the top. This manner of forming
a fort, by taking advantage of the natural cliff formation of a projecting
promontory, is also to be met with in some of what are called Cliff
castles in Cornwall ; Mayai (or Mayou) is a good example® Also at
St. David’s head in Wales,* and some in Seotland, of which Dun Chruban®
is a typical example. 1In Ireland, Dubh Cathair on Aran, and Dunbeg
in Kerry, are like constructions.

The view from inside the fort is magnificent. A large area of Iar
Mumhan,® or West Munster, surrounds you. To the north Tralee Bay lay,
as it were, at your feet; beyond it, the estuary of the Shannon opened
under the headlands of the Clare coast, with the Aran isles, and the
Twelve ¢ Pins” of Connemara in the distance. To the east, the view
extends to the Duhallow country, and beyond it. Towards the south
Killarney’s lakes glistening between wood and mountain, with the Laune
like a thread of silver, connecting them with the wuters of Dingle bay.
v hile that wide arm of the sea stretched grandly along between the moun-
tain ranges of Iveragh and Corcaguiny, which were streakéd, and silver

1 Borlase, ¢ Dolmens of Ireland,”” p. 1028. 2 Ibid., p. 1038.

3 ¢ Archaeologia Cambrensis,”” Ser. 3, vol. xi. 4 Tbid., Ser. 5, vol. xv.

5 «Stone Fortifications in Scotland’’ (Christison), p. 140.

¢ Windele describes Iar Mumhan as the country lying west of a line drawn from
Limerick to Cork.
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speckled over, with the numerous bays and estuaries of the coast line,
looking like inland lakes—the vision bounded by the far off peaks of
the Caha mountains—all formed a panorama as imposing as could be
found on any coast line in Europe. From this it may be inferred that a
surprise to the watchful warders of Ceherconree was an impossibility.

The improbability of this being a Royal residence, because of its
great elevation, has been urged by some : but residences at high levels
were not unusual in early ages. Dr. Christison, in a tabulatcd statement
of the levels of the Scotch forts, gives one in Aberdeen, 1851 feet high,
and four at over 1500 feet elevation; and on this subject he states:—-
¢ But besides this indirect proof we have direct evidence that the early
inhabitants of Britain did live at such high altitudes as these. = Within
Scotland itself, at Eildon, there are plain indications of habitation by a
large population, at a height of 1300 feet; and in Wales the fortress of
Treceiri, 1500 feet above the sea, contains within its walls, the remains of
many solid stone houses. Taking even the highest of the Scottish forts,
Tap o’ Noth, it is scarcely possible to look on it as a mere temporary
refuge, if we regard the massive bulk of its walls, and the great labour
it must have taken to collect and place the materials.” Even now-a-days
in Great Britain, we have residences at high levels. The inns on some
of the English moors are over 1600 feet, high, the King’s Pit Inn at Tau-
hill, Yorkshire, is 1727 feet over sea level. 1 am certain that the Celtic
warriors, encamped over the well-wooded slopes of Derrymore, and Glen
Fas, in those days, enjoyed a more genial climate than the residents in
Tap o’ Noth or T'receiri.

To speculate on the age of Caherconree leads up to the general ques-
tion of the age of our stone forts, which has engaged the attention of
many eminent antiquaries for a long time, and still remains a subject
for conjecture. Mr. Westropp, in a recent paper, published in our
Journai,' on the stone forts of Northern Clare, dealt very exhaustively
with the subject, quoting extensively from a vast array of authorities on
the point. It is unnecessary, therefore, for me to overload this paper
with references, which must be quite fresh in the memory of my fellow-
members. With most of his conclusions I agree, only I would go further
and say that the Firbolg legend, that these stone forts were the *strong-
holds of a hunted and persecuted race ”’—the ‘“ ruined fortresses of a
lost tribe "*—may be dismissed completely, as I see less reason for
supporting it in reference to the Arun forts than of any other. These
stupendous works, involving such outlay in labour and materials, are not
the structures that a decaying race, beaten to the very ocean brink, on a
barren island, would think of raising, They are more the strongholds of a
powerful and aggressive people, having great resources at their command.

! Journal, R.S.A.I., 5th Series, vol. vi., p. 142, to vol. vii
2 ¢¢ Christian Archil::clure," by,l\liss Stokx()as, P. 15. Ly e

3 Is it not strange to think that the sons of Umor who, on returningkto Irelzind, we
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CAHIRCONREE : GENERAL VIEW, TAKEN FROM THE NORTH-EAST.

Jour. R.S.A.L., vol. ix., pt. 1, p.10;
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On this branch of the, subject O’Curry, referring to Caherconree,
states :—“It is of some importance in the discussion on ancient stone
edifices to find still in existence one, not only of undoubted authenticity,
but even preserving through ages down even to the present day the name
of the man for whom it was built, as well as that of the man who built
it, for in the list of builders in stone who were attached to certain great
men already quoted from the Book of Leinster, Cingdorn is set down as
Curoi Mac Daire's caisleoir, or stone-builder.” So it was Cingdorn who
erected the stone rampart possibly inside Claen Ratha, or the sloping
rath, to the order of Curoi Mac Daire—I presume an existing rath,
for it is natural to suppose that Caherconree remained an impor-
tant military position from the time of the first engagements in Glen Fas.
Those early Celtic invaders, whether they came from the banks of the
Danube by way of Spain or Britain, were undoubtedly a fighting race,
possessing a knowledge of the military science of their time, and would,
doubtless, see the strategic importance of this position, where they
received the first challenge from the enemy. One of the chiefs of what
is known as the Milesian expedition was Nar, and an old poem
states :—

¢“ The erection of Cathair Nair great fortification
At Slieve Mis was performed by Fulman.”” !

This may have referred to the early fortification which the more
modern seribe calls a cathair (rath and cahir? are often confounded),

are told, made choice of the rich plains of Meath, should finaily undertake the labori-
ous work of erecting these massive fortifications to secure themselves on the barren
rocks of Aran ? ()’Donovan labours to prove that Dun Engus would hold 1050 cows ; but
the entire island, at the present day, after centuries of labour to bring the barren
patches between the rocks into cultivation, will not support more than one-third that
number of cattle—and there are three other lurge forts on this island, that may also be
expected to have provided cattle enclosures. The question is, if these were the settled
habitations of any race of people, how were they and their cattle to find support on the
rocky surface of Aranmore? It is much more probable they were the strongholds of a
race of sea rovers, who erected them to secure and safeguard their treasures and
spoils of conquest, and we know that such there were at about the period in history to
which these forts have been referred to. Carausius was such.a one, whose fleets were
manned by mercenaries from the Continent, and who carried his conquests over all the
British isles. Then this Lughaidh Maccon, mentioned by O’Flaherty (*¢ Ogyg{a, p. 148),
was another sea rover (see ante). He was an exile of the race of Ith who, in A.n. 195,
we hear of as landing in Galway Bay, and in the battle of Attagh Mucruimhe, be slew
Art son of Con. His forces consisted of bands of Frankish and Saxon mercenaries.
This incident is referred to very fully by Mr. Borlase in the ethnological section of his
¢ Dolmens of Ireland,” vol. ii., p. 1038. True, he suggests that;, "‘ the forts of Aran may
have been occupied by a division of a tribe from the mainland,”” who held out succesi;
fully against the invaders; but no division of a tribe that could suhsist on Aran cou
be expected to erect such massive fortifications. Much more probable that'the forts wexe
erected by these pirate chiefs or kings, with the labour ot their foreign mercenar}lleg,
to secure therein their wealth and treasure and to serve as the rendezvous after their
marauding expeditions. .

otc Pgem pof Flan of Bute,” 1056, quoted by Windele in the paper referred to,
ante. :
2 See Joyce’s ‘¢ Irish Names of Places,” pp. 270, 283.



12 ROYAL SOCIETY OF ANTIQUARIES OF IRELAND.

and the present structure was the work of Curoi Mac Daire’ and
Cingdorn. :

Such forts as Caherconree may be classed amongst the remains of
our ancient military architecture, and the progress of this art in con-
nexion with those stone forts, which rank as military in a semnse (in
distinction from the more purely domestic cahirs), can be clearly traced,
to whatever cause it may be attributable. The stone wall at Caherconree,
which, judging by the extreme weathering of the stones, and its section, I
look upon as one of the very oldest of our stone forts—was an advance
upon the earthen rath. A further stage of progression may be noticed in
the improved section—wider terraces and steps—of the Aran forts ; while
Dunbeg,? with its extended circumvallations, its entrance defences, and
neatly formed squints, &c., marks a very great advancement in the
history of the art. Forts like Staigue, Caher Gel, and others in which a
different interior section prevails, appear to be of a later date, and
may be classed as a combination of the domestic and military, a kind of
residential fortress, to meet the requirements of the numerous chieftains
who had then established themselves in the country; these in time give
place to the keep and castle of succeeding invaders. ' 4

With the assistance of Mr. Robert Fogerty, c.E., I was able to pre-
pare the drawings and sections of the wall shown on page 14; which,
together with the very successful photographs taken by Surgeon Fogerty,
and which he has kindly placed at my disposal, will give a better idea of
the fortress than the most lengthened description. The view of the fort
taken from the N.E. shows the entire wall. Unfortunately the wall is in
shadow, as it is only early in the day the sun shines on it. The fort is
formed by a wall of uncemented masonry, built, as may be seen from the
map, across the base of a triangular spur of the mountain, the apex of
which points 8.W. This may be described as the western end of the
Slieve Mis range, which terminates thus abruptly at this point. The
sides of the triangle are formed of cliffs, almost perpendicular, and nearly
200 feet high. These cliffs gradually widen out from the ends of the

! Curoi Mac Daire was a famous sea rover (see Address of Professor Rhys, note,
ante), and his conquests extended far beyond the British isles. Keating mentions that
he bad two royal palaces, Dunclaire and Duneochairmhaighe. The former, * The
Fort of the Board,” O’Donovan locates in the townland of Farranicarrega, parish of
Bal]lnacou}rty (near Annascaul), Co. Kerry. Thelatter, ¢ The Fort on the Brink of the
Maigue,” is doubtles_s Bruree, Co. Limerick. Caherconree must have been considered
the most secure of his strongholds, for it was there he bxought the beautiful Blanaid
after her capture, and it is with this legend is interwoven some of the most interesting
portions of the history of Caherconree.

& §ee my ‘ Drawings of Dunbeg Fort’’ (Journal R.S.A.I., 5th Series, vol. viii.,
2 325). Dr. Christison, in ¢ Early Fortifications of Scotland,’” p. 153, remarks:
¢ Nothing is more remarkable in these primitive tortresses, whether Scottish, Welsh,
or Irish, than thg apparent total absence of port-holes or windows of any description.””
The squints at either side of the entrance to Dunbeg fort, which are neatly formed
in the masonry, about § inches square, afford an example of such port-holes. They
could be used for observation from the guard-room, or to defend the original entrance
with long spears, i s
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fort wall into quick escarpments (covered with verdure) curving north
and south, and dropping, on the south side, 1800 feet down to the level
of the bed of the Finglas river, which is only 250 feet over sea level at
the base of Caherconree. The cliff is of the Old Red Sandstone conglome-
rate which covers the top ofthe mountain, and of this the rampart was built.
The supply was abundant. The stones are generally of a medium size,
about 2 to 3 eubic feet, though there are many larger stones to be met
with. The entire length of the main wall, from end to end, would be
about 850 feet. It runs straight in the centre and reeedes at either end.
On the south side a light wall extends for some distance along the top of
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Plan of North side of Entrance and Sections of Wall, Caherconree Fort.

the cliff; the remains are there, but it cannot have been more than 3 or
4 feet thick. This gives to the rampart, as spread out in its present
ruinous condition, the appearance of forming a regular arc of a circle, and
may have led to the mistakes originally made in describing it as a circle.
Indeed some time ago I received a sketch of the fort, from a gentleman,

made after a second visit and drawn as a cirele figured seven chains
diameter,

The wall was built in one thickness. The faces are formed with

the best of the stones set lengthwise across the wall—that is, with the
end outwards—and the interior was filled with an inferior class of work.

This may be seen in the photograph of the masonry of the rampart, where

D m—
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a section of the'parape.t appears. This style of building was noticed
by Professor Babington in Treceiri, and referred to by Dr. Christison in
a paper in Archaologia Cambrensis (5th Ser., vol. xv.). Itis not soat
Dun Engus, Staigue, Dunbeg, or any other Irish fort I am acquainted
with. The thickness of the rampart as measured at the entrance is
about 16 feet 9 inches, but as there must be close on 4 feet of débris
under this level, there may have been another terrace increasing the base
of the wall to about 20 feet thick. If the chamber shown on section p
was formed in the thickness of the wall, as at Staigue (and I think this
most likely), the rampart should be at least 20 feet to enclose it, but this
is all conjecture, asthe greater portion of the inner faces of the ram-
part lies a confused heap of stones. The outer face and some portions of
the parapet remain standing. This is in part due to the greater decay in
the stone, on the inner or weather side of the wall, and also no doubt to
the vandalism to which I will referlater on. The terracing on the inside
can be traced in a few places, which I have shown by the sections, as
far as the débris would permit, but in no case does the section show the
level of the original surface, or the base line of the wall. I findin these
forts the breadths of the terraces very often vary.

The wall is perpendicular on the outside. The parapet is well
defined where the wall stands. 1t is shown on photograph of entrance,
and measures 4 feet 6 inches wide and 4 feet 6 inches high, and I should
say this would be something near to the original top of the rampart.
At Treceiri the parapet is from 3 to 4 feet high and 5 feet wide.! The
height taken outside at one point measured 10 feet 6 inches. Allowing
for some original coping to the rampart, and adding, say, 3 feet
for accumulation at the base, I should say the original wall was probably
about 15 feet high. The chamber shown on seetion » is the only one
we could discover inside the fort. It is Q-shaped, measuring 8 feet
along the line of the fort wall, which forms one side of it, with 6 feet
projection inwards. ‘We searched for the pits described by Dr. Woods,
but could see none. I had one depression of the surface inside the wall,
which looked like one, opened up. I found 18 inches of solid peat, and
then the débris of the fallen wall, but no indication of a chamber. This
débris must have been there for centuries while this 18 inches of peat
was forming from the vegetation which covers the top of the mountain.
There are something like the remains of two cloghans appearing on the
outside of the wall, marked X on the plan, but these may have been
shepherds’ shelters at some time. At the south end of the vallum there
is an artificial formation of stones, which has all the appearance of being
the remains of a chamber of some kind. From its position, this may
have been the suidhefaire, or watching seat, referred to by O’Curry,’
which was situated outside the wall. It was from this seat that

1 See ¢¢ Treceiri and Eildon,"’ Arch. Camb., 5th Series, vol. xiv., p. 22.
2 ¢¢ Manners and Customs,’” vol. iii., p. 79.
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Cuchulainn performed those wonderful feats of prowess described in the
ZLeabhar na h-Uidhre. Tt would be the natural position for a sentry, so as
to command the approaches from the south, east, and west ; but, owing
to the slope of the ground, a similar arrangement should obtain for the
northern end of the vallum. The defences at that end have all fallen
away or are covered up with the vegetation. These are the only signs
of chambers we could discover. Like to most other forts, there is no
appearance of a water supply inside. At 125 feet from the northern
end of wall we exposed portions of both the jambs of the entrance. The
northern side stands 2 feet over the débris, and I believe this to be about
the level of the lintels, but there are no signs of the covering stones. T
have been informed that some years ago the farmers living on ‘the south
side of the mountain were in the habit of removing the long stones from
the Caher, and using them aslintels in the building of their houses. The
means employed was to secure a chain around the stone, and yolke it to
a donkey or mountain pony ; this would account for the disappearance of
the covering stones, and the steps to terraces (if any), and to the destruc-
tion of the entrance ; possibly the ruinous condition of the interior of the
waull may be due to the same cause. Though Caherconree, from its posi-
tion, escaped the depredations of the enterprising road-contractor, it was
not safe from the vandalism of the sordid farmer, that ruthless destroyer
of our stone forts and cloghans. The sides of the entrance appear to
have been straight, with no break or recess of any kind; but the front
line of the wall curves regularly into it, as shown on the plan of north
side. This isthe only bit of detail noticeable about the entrance ; but,
simple as it appears, it indicates an idea of style, beyond the rude piling
of stone upon stone, and necessitated the use of some hammer tools at
least to shape the stones. Indeed it is idle.to suppose that any of our
stone forts could have been erected without the use of some tools to
quarry out the materials and hammer such stones as rough steps, &e.,
into the required lengths. In the photograph taken of north side of
entrance, the figure marks the inside, and the outside is 15 feet distant
(see plan), the curve does not show. The largest stone seen in the photo-
graph is 5 feet long by about 8 inches high. The passage is 7 feet 6
inches wide. This was the width of the original entrance of Dunbeg,
afterwards reduced to 3 feet 6 inches. The passage inside the present
door at Dun Engus is 7 feet wide.! There is a second breach in the
rampart 100 feet south of the entrance. This may have been what is
referred to by Dr. Woods as a second entrance, but there is nothing to
indicate that it was so. There was a fosse outside the stone rampart.

! Mr. Westropp is of opinion the present door (3 feet 6 inches wide) is the original
one of Dun Engus. (See Journal, R.S.4.1., 5th Ser., vol. v., p. 258.) I believe this
is not £0, and that it is an insertion. ‘The upright joint shown to the right on the
illustration accompanying his Paper is the side of the original opening, as a similar
jo;nt appears on the oppousite side of the door. I measured between the joints ; it is
8 feet. J il

o W
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The top of the vallum can be traced along at 40 feet from the wall. On
the line of the vallum many large stones crop up, and it would appear as
if it were constructed of earth and stones combined. From the entrance
ouf to the line of the vallum many large stones may be noticed, in part
covered with the vegetation. This may denote the remains of a passage
or defence of some kind to the entrance, but without an excavation it is
impossible to state.

Within the limits of a visit no extensive clearings could be
attempted. #'We might have gone a little farther, but, towards
evening, the clouds commenced to gather over Tralee Bay; the moun-
taineers whispered significantly of the discomforts of a night on the
mountain. Our meteorologist gave orders to pack up, and so, reluctantly,
we left Caherconree. It is to be hoped that careful excavations may at
some time be made along the inner and outer lines of the rampart, &e.,
securing the dangerous portions, but carefully avoiding any attempt to
restore it. What is required for our prehistoric monuments is not
restoration, but protection and properly directed scientific research.

(<%

JOUR. R.S.A.I., VOL. IX., PT. 1., 5TH SER.
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KILMAKILLOGE, COUNTY KERRY.!
By MISS HICKSON, Hox. LocAr SECRETARY, KERRY.
[Submitted Marcr 28, 1899.]

I caNNoT see any good reason, as yet, for believing that the primitive

missionary saint of this remote place in the ancient Desmond, now
part of Kerry, was a Saint Killian. I do not profess to be skilful in
hagiology, but I have studied sufficient of the subject, so far as it relates
to Ireland and Great Britain, to know that after the year 660 or 700 the
names of the primitive saints in Wales and Ireland, founders of churches,
were often superseded and forgotten, and the names of later saints were
substituted for them, better known and calendared in the Roman Breviary,
and mentioned by Colgan and Butler. An instance of this is given at
page 448, vol. viii., Fourth Series of this Journal, in the case of St.
Grigoir of Corcaguiny. According to Rev. Father Shearman, this pri-
mitive saint was patron of Glenbegh in Iveragh, but the patronage was
transferred in later ages to Pope Gregory the Great. The patron day at
Glenbegh was changed to the 12th of March,? the festival of that great
Pope, after the English Invasion of 1171 and the acknowledgment of
Henry the Second as Lord of Ireland by Pope Adrian, or it may have
been at a much earlier date, circa a.p. 700, when the Irish Church fully
admitted the Papal Supremacy. Such changes were extremely natural,
in fact inevitable, between the latter year and the present century, in a
land of change like Ireland. Within the last fifty years, the name of
Kilmeany, in North Kerry, almost certainly a corruption of the Irish
Kilmuine, the Church of the Shrubbery or brake, has been transformed
into Kilmuire. My own memory of it goes back full sixty-five years,
and it was then and long after always called Kilmeany. It is very
interesting to note that this old name is the same as that of the famous
old church of St. David in Wales (so closely connected with St. Patrick
and his mission to Ireland), Latinized in modern times to Menevia. The
ancient church of St. Mochaemog, or Mocheallog, was probably at or
near the oratory, or cloghaun, which Mr. Biggar found near what he
calls the lake of St. Mochionlane, but which I always, thirty or forty
years ago, knew as Lough Quinlan, and believed to be a corruption of
the Irish for the Church (llan) of the Arbutus. Zlan, as Dr. Joyce
and other authorities say, was the very oldest name for Irish Christian

! Vol. i., Fifth Series, 1890, pp. 47 and 48, and vol. viii., pp. 314 and 412. 1898.

2 A passage in the first volume of the ‘“ Annals of Ulster,” translated by W. M.
Hennessy, notices this change.
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c?mrches, and it is, as we know, common in Wales. Lands near the
river and the Dominican monastery in Tralee are called in the Survey of
Forfeitures, in 1587, Lough Llan Cannaan (3. e. the Lake of the Church
of the Canons) alias Lubghort Cannaan (the herb garden of the Canons)
tolerably plain indications that before the Dominicans came to Tralee,
which was long after 1225, there had been a primitive settlement first o%
Welsh monks and then of Augustinian canons at the same place, between
4.p. 500 and 1100. In the same way the Irish name of the modern
Schull in South Cork, evidently a corruption of the Irish place-name
Scumhal, now pronounced Scool, a most appropriate one for a district full
of cliffs and mountain precipices, and also found in Clare (see Joyce’s
*“ Irish Names of Places,” Second Series, page 363), has in modern times
been said to be a corruption of the Latin Scholiz, because there was a
college or school there in medieeval times dedicated to the Blessed
Virgin. The students and people of this college, who probably knew
little or nothing of the Irish language, and were well versed in Latin,
transformed this old place name of prehistoric and pagan ages into
Scholia, and by degrees it became the popular Schull for the mixed race
of modern days. Hundreds of our present place-names originally de-
scriptive of the natural features of the country, have been transformed
again and again in this way. I have no doubt, as I already observed,
at page 312 of this Journal for December, 1898, that the place now
called Kilelton, because St. Eltan, a primitive Christian Missionary,
founded a church there over a pagan tumulus was in pre-Christian times
called Kilelty, a corruption of the Irish for the wood of the doe, a
creature connected with pagan traditions and worship. (See Joyce,
1st vol., p. 427, and Borlase’s * Dolmens of Ireland.”’) If the Lough
Quinlan of Tuosist, in a graceful poem by Denis Florence Mac Carthy
{(*¢ Book of Irish Ballads,” edited by Sir S. Ferguson, p. 49, A. H. Duffy’s
edition), is not a corruption of the Irish for Lake of the Arbutus, it is
probably simply the Lake of Quinlan or O’Quinlan, still the name in
Kerry of a well-known old Irish family.

Although Tuosist was occupied and owned by the O’Sullivans in and
before the sixteenth century (when the septs of Mor and Beare of that
cclan had patent confirmatory grants from Queen Elizabeth, recorded in
the Carew MSS. in the Lambeth Library, with full pedigrees of each
sept), it must be remembered that before 4.p. 1100 the O’Sullivans were
not in Kerry or Desmond at all. The name Tuosist witnesses to the
0’Siosta (0’Shea) clan having been the original owners of Iveragh, and
part of what became O’Sullivan Beare’s lands after 1500. And the new
revelations afforded by the calendared State Records, too much neglected,
and the examination of the Desmond Survey of 1587, open up curious
questions connected with place-names and personal names in the modern
Kerry and upset many accepted popular notions about them. The
O’Siosta sept or clan is listed in the Desmond Survey as subject to the

C2
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forfeiting Earl of 1580, and in the calendared Fiants of Queen Elizabeth,
which I gave at page 48 of the volume for 1890 of this Journal, the-
rectory of Kilmackeollok O Cestie, as the English surveyors” wrote the
Irish words, is mentioned. In other sixteenth-century State Records,
and in Bishop Crosbi¢’s returns for the Regal Visitation of 1615 (he was.
a native Irishman and his wife an O’Lalor, both better versed in Irish
than modern writers), it is written Kilmalockussta, the O’ Stosta name-
being still carefully indicated, although it was altered a little and poli-
tically and socially eclipsed by the O’Sullivans. That it was the-
original of the modern O’Shea is certain. Ancient records and State-
Papers prove the O’Sheas were the old owners of Iveragh, and had
acquired from the O’Falveys lands in Corcaguiny. Daingean Ui Chuds,
now Dingle, may have been part of these, for certainly the O’Siosta
name was, as we have seen, frequently written O’Chuista. The last.
mention of it as a surname I can find is in a pardon of Elizabeth’s reign,
calendared by the Deputy Keeper R. O. I., dated 10th September, 1601,
to ¢ John O’Coshe of Stradbally, in Corcagumy,” not very far from the
Daingean Ui Chuis, now Dingle.!

s Journal, vol. i., Fifth Series, p. 688, note.
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NOTES AND FOLKLORE FROM THE RENNES COPY OF
THE ¢ DINDSENCHAS.”

By T. J. WESTROPP, M.A., M.R.T.A., Frriow.

[Read Noveuser 24, 1897.]

‘THE Dindsenchas, ¢Tales of the Duns? of Ireland, not merely the

forts, but other prominent objects (such as palaces, tombs, lakes,
hills, and bays), is an ancient collection of tales collected and added to
by various writers from time to time down to the eleventh or twelfth
century. It is attributed to Amorgein, poet of the Deisi of Tara, and the
earliest copy is found in the Book of Leinster.

The recent translation of its prose tales by Dr. Whitley Stokes in
Revue Celtigue, suggests that to many of our members even a very slight
sketch of some fragmentary results of its study might prove welcome.’

It must have received many additions before 1150, as its loose
texture facilitated such insertions, so the internal indications of dates
are of very little value, and, I think, the latest—the cessation of the
Tailtin Games about 925—precedes the date of our earliest copy by
two centuries. The dates noticeable in the main work (sections 1-130)
relate to the fifth and sixth centuries. The second part (to 153) mentions
St. Columba, Guaire Aidne, and one event in a.p. 557, while the third
part names the sons of Aed Slaine, who were joint Kings of Erin in
A.D. 664.

This would suggest an original work of some antiquity with two
-appendices spread over two centuries ; but several very important poems,
by which the prose is ¢ verified;”” are much later than the seventh cen-
tury (one is of the beginning of the eleventh), so we dare not lay much
stress on the date marks.

There are some old features, however, supporting the theory of an
early substratum in the present collection. The Cuchulainn and Red
Branch legends are referred to twelve times,? while there are only three
allusions to Finn.®* Women hold a very high place in it as the equals of
men or even their superiors—rulers, warriors, poets, druids, athletes,
and rent-collectors of both sexes appearing. Clare is assigned to Con-
naught, suggesting an earlier date than cirea 610, when Dioma, King of
Cashel, crushed the Connacian’s claims to ¢Lughad Redhand’s cruel

1 <« Revue Celtique,” vol. xv. (1894), p. 272, &c., and vol. xvi. (1895), p. 310.
2 Sections 53, 54, 66, 95, 119, 120, 130, 132, 71, 72, 104, 105,
3 Sections 27, 31, 49.
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sword land”’ at the decisive battle of Knocklong. Monastic, and even
Christian, influence is practically absent; the morality (or non-morality)
is Pagan, but the worse forms of vice and cruelty scarcely appear.
There are very few suggestions of the Graeco-Roman myths, and those
so vague that we cannot assert them to be necessarily shadows of the
legends of Circe and Helen.

The older religions do not make much figure in the stories. We
have the well-known legend of the prostrations of Tigernmais before the
idol Crom, and an allusion to a Saxon idol, Hethurion. Butthe inhabi-
tants of the Sidhs, or elf-mounds, and the deified or demonic Tuatha De:
Danann constantly appear. v

ToPOGRAPHICAL ARRANGEMENT.

When we examine and mark on the map the localities of the stories:
so far as identified, we notice a certain topographical arrangement
which has evidently heen slightly impaired by the later additions.

We commence with the oft-quoted sections on Tara and Brugh, and
find two groups of names in Leinster, oune along the northern counties,
from Lough Ree to the Boyne, along the coast to Dublin, and thence
inland to Naas and Mullaghmast. The second group lies along the
Munster border and the Nore and Barrow.

In Munster we find a group in the hills south of Kilmallock,! and &
few names round the coast. Killarney, with, perhaps, Limerick and
the Shannon or its estuary, are included.

In Connaught a large group of names lie round Galway Bay from
Magh Adhair, near Quin, to Clew Bay. A second group, from Drom-
eliff, near Sligo, and Lough Conn, joins the North-Leinster group at
Lough Ree.

Ulster, by contrast, is poorly represented by some half-dozen names.
chiefly on the coast; the rest extend round Lough Erne, and from
Emania to Dundalk. :

The first supplement is almost confined to Ulster and Connaught,
the second is miscellaneous, but ends with the legend of Emania and
Macha’s brooch, as if to balance Tara in the opening section.

To sum up, we have lines of names from Sligo to the Boyne mouth,
and from Armagh to Waterford, with groups round Lough Erne and
Galway Bay; and a suggestive interest is shown in the Red Bramch
heroes and the sons of Huamore.

The stories may be roughly divided in this proportion—30 marvels,
23 monsters and wonderful animals, 16 violent deaths and battles, 13
deaths from love, grief, or shame, 11 forts and cairns built, 10 love cases

ang elopements, 9 forests and clearings, 7 wells and waterbursts, 11
miscellaneous.

! Also of note in the ¢ Mesga Ulad.”
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‘WoxpERS AND MoONSTERS.

Wonders, as in all simple states of society, were in great demand.
Othello’s repertoire scarcely contains more quaint hobgoblins and
monsters. We meet at the outset the horrible Mata of the Boyne—
a sort of giant tortoise, with 7 heads and 7 score legs. Its great
¢ hurdle of ribs,” and shinbone, when cast up by the sca, give names to
Athcliath (hurdleford) or Dublin, and Inver-Colptha (shinbone inlet),
the Boyne mouth. Its other bones formed a mound in the cemetery of
Brugh. Next we meet Meche, son of the Morrigain; he had three
hearts, which were snakes, and would have grown and wasted all
Ireland had not MacCecht slain him. The reptiles were burned and
thrown into the Barrow, but even in their ashes so lived their wonted
poison that the rapids stayed and the fishes died. Ever since then the
Barrow has been ¢ dumb’’ and sluggish (Berba = dumb water). Lutair,
a monster with 17 heads, and legs 50 cubits long, wins the love of a
lady, whose scandalized wooer storms the house and slays the inmates.!

The more eonventional monsters are also well represented. A harper
tried to bring the fairy Baine out of her mound by harping, but, instead
of a lovely woman, a dragon springs out, and he dies of the fright. Is
there here an ungallant meaning intended by some poet whose ladylove’s
amiability had not stood the test of marriage ? In this tale another dragon,
a fiery one, unaccountably masquerading as a salmon, is a stepmother, and,
after being driven out of her lake by St. Fursey, will arise at the Last
Day and afflict Irelond in revenge for John the Baptist; but how the
Irish, of all nations, got involved in this disgrace is left a secret be-
tween the saint and the piast. A very dangerous monster, the Rosualt,
is also described, which spouts at Murrisk in Mayo, and a pestilence
ensues. 'T'his is stated of the whale in other ancient works. When the
whale spouts upwards flying creatures die; when downward it kills the
fish, and when at the land a plague ensues.?

Uncanny human creatures abound. Olc Ai comes out of the Cave of
Cruachan to fight, gnashing his teeth, and shaking his beard so fiercely
that Erne and her maidens take to flight, and are drowned in the
lake that bears her name. Nothain, daughter of Conmaer, can eat a
dinner for a hundred every day. On this liberal ration she lives for 150
years, and only dies for a point of honour, so as not to outlive the last
survivor of her home circle.? We meet crowds of suggestive names, as
¢ Coimgin Hornskin” (a sort of Irish Sigurd or Achilles), * Cernan
Hardhead,” ¢ Hundred Ears,” ¢ Uinche Key Mouth,” ¢ Shield Mouth,”
¢ Horse Head,” ¢ Four Heads,” and ‘‘ Borg the bellowing.”*

Outside Ireland and its inmates lies the ocean with its sea follf gnd
those mystic Isles, the Isle of Truth and the Land of Promise, containing

1 Sections 4, 28, 13, 23. 2 Sections 47, 76. 3 Sections 80, 87.
4 Sections 51, 25, 38, 27, 39, 78, 80.
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the Paradise of Magh Mell. From a perusal of the Dindsenchas the
inhabitants who visit our Island seem to be usually beset by misfortune.
Clidhna, daughter of Genand, comes out of a ‘ tulach” (mound) in
Magh Mell. She embarks in a boat of bronze with Tuchna, the ¢ curly-
haired,” but he enchants her, and the boat drifts to the south of Ireland,
gets overturned, and the lady is drowned in the surf which bears her
name. Sinind, another inhabitant, goes to visit a well under the sea,
and getting drowned gives her name to the river Shannon.!

Similur fates befall mortals. Ruad, an Irish lady, is put to sleep by
the mermaid’s songs, and drowned near Assaroe (Eas ruaid). Another
Ruad (a man) loves nine fair nymphs, and on his proving false they
pursue his bronze boat; he is escaping when one of the ladies beheads
her son and throws the head after its father. The other sisters stop
and cry ‘“Is olbine!’ ¢ Oh, great crime,” whence the name Inbher
n-ailbine, the Delvin river, north of Malahide. Even a casual meeting
with such beings may prove fatal, for Roth is torn up by the sweetly-
singing mermaids of Waterford Harbour, which was called Port Lairgi,
from his thigh.?

The ¢ Isle of Truth ”” has certainly no right to appear in so menda-
cious a topography, and we only hear of a sod brought from it to form a
judgment-seat from whieh no unjust sentence could be pronounced.?

Maerc.

Next to monsters and miracles, magic exeited most interest, but we
can only allude to some strange spells and personal traits of the en-
chanters. Blighting, blemishing, and death could be hwiled at any
unfortunate mortal who in any way offended a wizard or bard. Aige
became a fawn and then a bag of water by the malice of the Siabra
(elves), loosed on her by her enemies, while her brother Fafne put blotches
on the King of Erin. B swelled up and died for having concealed an
ale-feast from a poet, and Gel, in the same story, gives her rath to a
sage who had threatened to blemish her. The oft-quoted legend of
Lough Derg tells us how Ferchertne, the poet, ‘ the cruellest man in
Erin,” asks for King Eochy’s only eye and gets it. It is some comfort
to know that as a reward for the monarch’s generosity both his eyes are
restored by the benevolent well in which he washed the bleeding socket.
Carman, the Athenian, blights the corn of the Tuatha De Danann,
but is defeated and held as a hostage. While Athirne sings against
Leinster from the top of Howth. The earliest Milesian army has much
of this irregular warfare to contend against ; it is deceived by phantom
opponents on Slieve Mish in Kerry, and is fought by Cicul’s men, who
only use one leg, arm, and eye to make their spell work better, and so
get deservedly exterminated.

1 Sections 45, 59. .2 Sections 81, 5, 42. 3 Section 100.
4 Sections 15, 21, 64, 18, 20, 41.
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Magic could, however, be also used for protection and mercy.
Alguba warms the Milesian camp with fires kindled by wringing his
hands ; Maistiu embroiders a protective cross on her father’s tunie, while
the magic doctors (Diancecht, by a bath of herbs at Moytura, and
Trostan, the Pictish wizard, by a bath of milk at Ardlemnachta) revive
and cure the wounded and dying. The four birds of Baile haunt
Carbre Liffechair ; ** Tortha, Tortha, I come, I come,” sang two, ¢ Tiagu,
Tiagu, I go, I go,” sang the other two. These dreadful and unen-
durable lampoons were hurled at the King for 7 times 50 nights. At
last the persecuted monarch consulted his wizard Bicne, and the latter,
by means of a magic trce to which he stuck the persecutors, silenced
the satires of these troublesome fowls, ¢ and there was no mocking of
Cairpre thenceforward.”?

The enchanter could also be punished, as he richly deserved, even
by non-miraculous means, as when Mide cut out the wizard’s tongues,
or Dub, who was drowning her husband’s second wife by spells, was
struck by a slingstone cast by a faithful servant, and fell into the pool
of Dublin, which bears her name.?

Some of the spells deserve special note and research. We find the very
curious ease of Find, who pursues his enemy till he sees his shadow, and
breathing a charm on his own spear, darts it through the shade, upon
which the fugitive falls dead. All this is to the last degree suggestive
of confusion between the shadow, soul, and life. Fraech of Carnfree
shakes a rowan tree over the ¢ Black linn” of the Suck, and, thereby,
disturbs and is wounded by a piast, while the enchanted pig-men are
told to ¢“shake the tree of Tarbga and eat the salmon’ in Mayo. A
tub made of twigs drips while the tide flows and stops when it ebbs,
and the peak of Howth increases in height in sympathy with the
growth of Erin (whence Inis Erinn or Ireland’s Eye) till that heroine is
incommoded ‘‘ by the spears of the wind,”” and her fosterer stops its
growth.> Both these stories are interesting as showing the supposed
sympathy of inanimate objects with men and the life in nature.. In-
deed, this belief has not yet died out even at Howth, for the exwter.lce
of the old tree near the Castle is said to be connected with the duration
of the earldom of Howth.

Narurar Hisrory.

Birps, &e.—The next subject of interest I may describe as ¢ nz.itura%
history.” The physiology is nearly as wonderful as the animals
actions. We have already heard of the three snakes as hearts. Manannan
Mac Lir casts three griefs out of his heart, and they become three
‘ Loughs,” two being Strangford and Waterford Harbour. MaF Oc
shapes his kisses into the satirical birds which persecuted Cairbre

i Sections 62, 32, 39, 108, 117. * Sections 7, 26.
3 Sections 49, 132, 71, 11, 109.
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Liffechair. A lady’s lover and brother also become birds, and a flock from
the ¢ Land of Promise ’ meet St. Patrick at Cruachan Aigle, and smiting
a lake with their wings turn it white. Other remarkable fowls appear ;
Cuchulain flees from black birds, having ravens’ bodies and thick feet
for swimming in the sea, each being 7 hand-lengths in size.

Very different from the satirical birds is Bairche’s hen. She is
twice mentioned, and on one occasion this infallible cure for insomnia
lulls a man to sleep for three fortnights by her clucking. Only one
other bird need be noted—a hawk, reared by Mossad, who fed it so well
that it ended jby devouring horses, herds, and men, and when it could
get no more food it ate Mossad himself.!

CarrLe.—These are not forgotten. Some shed their horns for grief at
the loss of their herdsmen. Two swallow worms which become the ““Dun”’
bull of Cuailgne and his opponent ¢ Whitehorn.” Bres forces Nechtan,
the King of Munster, to supply 100 men with the milk of dun cows.
Nechtan avenges himself by singeing and staining all his cattle dun
colour, and also making sham cows full of liquid peat. Bres was
under a geasa, or obligation, to drink the produet, and so drank the de-
lectable beverage, from which he never recovered, but died after 7 years
7 months and 7 days on the Old Head of Kinsale.?

Swine.—Of course swine then as now were of national importance.
Derbrenn, the Irish Circe, keeps six human beings in the form of swine.
A woman desires a steak from one, and a tale is, accordingly, told of the
chase of these unhappy creatures across Connaught. Another great pig-
hunt is that of Ailill and Meave after the magic swine which come out
?f the Cave of Cruachan and blight the crops. When at last the herd
s run to earth Maeve catches the last by the hind leg as it vanishes
underground, and it leaves its skin in her hand and disappears. We
also hear of a grey one-eyed pig running under the Bog of Allen, and
several warriors arc killed by swine. Lena feeds his grandfather’s pig
till there are 7 inches of fat on its nose ; he then sells it, but, in the act
of driving it to its new owner, falls asleep in a trench. The pig goes
rooting round and buries him alive, though the unfortunate mar is able
to stab it through the earth before he is quite smothered.?

) Doss, Worves, axp Drer.—Few other animals take a leading part
in the stories. We would expect much about dogs and wolves and get
very little. One hound dies of anger at failing to overtake its Eluarry;
another is found in a human skull ; and Connall Cairnech is pursued
by the three red wolves of the Martini.¢

Four elf kings of the Sidhs on Moenmagh quarrelled about certain
lady elves who had rejected them. F earing lest they might be seen by
mortals and lose their powers of invisibility they took the form of deer,

; Secti_ons 98, 117, 105, 68, 54, 89, 149. * Sections 16, 66, 123, 46.
Sections 71, 70, 112. 4 Sections 37, 101, 72.
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and fought till they made five mounds of their antlers and hoofs. A
well broke out to stop the slaughter, and made a lake of ‘“many
colours ”” (re-ack), now Lough Reagh, which turns sheep red every
seventh year at the proper hour.!

‘Warer.—The last story brings us to the subject of waterbursts,
which, evidently, had much interest for an ancient audience. Lakes and
streams break forth from all sorts of improbable objects, the gore of a
man’s heart or its sorrows, a magic horse, a grave, or a calf shed; they
spring forth to honour the birth of a king, or to drown a violater of
‘their honour ; they embody themselves and appear to mortals, as when
the River Slaney was seen in a dream as a fair lady fighting her lake-
son (born after 800 years) and leaping through his body.?

Trees.—Trees were held in high esteem, especiallythe rowan, oak, ash,
and yew. The Moognoe oak and Tortan ash at Ardbraccan were, however,
cut down in 740 and 660 (as the Bili or oak of Magh Adhair in Clare was
cut down in 982). The Eo Rossa yew in Fermanagh was called with
awe ¢ The Trinity’s Mighty One,”” an echo of ‘* The Trees of the Lord ™’
in olden time. The ash trees of Uisneach and Dathi grew in Westmeath,
while the giant oak Eomughna or Moognoe near *the pillar of the
living tree 7% suggests ‘‘the oaks of the pillar,” at which Abimelech in
TIsrael and the O’Brien in Thomond were inaugurated princes of their
respective clans. Clearings and plantings are recorded in Armagh,
Roscommon, Galway, Tipperary, Carlow, and Kilkenny.* The trees
are cut with spears in one instance.

It is hard to refrain from giving some account of the buildings,
manners, and customs of the actors in these tales, and their occasional
pithy sayings. The burial lore alone is of great interest, and the con-
struction of forts gets valuable side lights. I will only note that Dun
Criffan on Howth was visible from inland Meath, and (if this statemex?t
is reliable) cannot be the fort at the great Bailey to which the name is
applied, but rather that on the ‘“ Doon Hill,” now levelled.® f

As actual records of name origins, these legends must be co'ns.ldered
as of little, if any, value. The most complex and wonderful origins are
given for the simplest and most obvious names, and often, for the better
instruction of students, three or four divergent ‘ reasons” are recorded.
In fact one is often reminded of the variants in certain Arab legend:
without their pious ending, ‘but which is true, Alla alone kI}O\VS.
For other, if not for philological, reasons the value of ‘chei work is con-
siderable. While hoping that even so slight a sketch as 1s here gl\"en'
may help our students of local folk-lore, I will leave to othe.rs to study
more fully these strange waifs from the past, and close ?”lth the last
words of the supplement—¢ it endeth—Amen—it endeth.
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