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PREFACE.

UNINTERRUPTEDLY since the period of its first appear-
ance, in 1849, the Journal of the Royal Historical and
Archzological Association has been the only publica-
tion in Ireland devoted exclusively to the illustration
of subjects relating to the ecclesiastical and general
history of this country; to descriptions of Irish anti-
quities, including almost every class of monument
known to archeeologists ; to disquisitions on the develop-
ment of our architecture, pagan and Christian; and
to such folk-lore as (since the establishment of railways
and National schools) may have been found to linger.

The foregoing remarks but simply enunciate facts
which are widely acknowledged, and, to the honour
of our Association, not seldom referred to in contem-
porary reviews, British and foreign.

As a rule, one striking feature in the style of
matter published in our Journal has long been variety.
That this should be so need not excite surprise in the
mind of anyone even slightly acquainted with the
amount of antiquarian wealth of every kind which,
from the remotest period of Western history, has been
permitted to remain, even to our own day, in this per-
haps otherwise less-favoured country.

True it is that monuments of mediseval splendour,
comparable with the majority of the English, and even
Scottish minsters, and royal or baronial strongholds, are



iv PREFACE.

not here to be found. It should be observed, in passing,
that the greater number of our abbey churches and later
ecclesiastical remains are seldom of a strictly national
character—they may be classed as Anglo-Irish. But,
nevertheless, their styles are not devoid of interest, and
it may be said that in detail, in beauty of moulding on
capital or base—indeed, in general chasteness of decora-
tion, they not unfrequently present features unexcelled
in their way though we search the grandest of British
fanes for rivals.

In all other respects, however, Erin must be con-
sidered, in a manner, the archeological museum not
only of the British Isles, but even of many widely
spread districts of the neighbouring continent, which
during the dawn of European history were occupied
by people of the Keltic race.

Fergusson, in his beautifully illustrated work, en-
titled, Rude Stone Monuments in all Countries, their Age
and Uses, appears to have been indefatigable in his
search after examples. He, nevertheless, failed to note
that in Ireland we possess varieties of the dolmen, and
other kindred structures, which may be considered
peculiar to this island.

The principal group of megalithic remains to be
found with us occurs at Carrowmore, near the town
of Sligo. There, within an area of about a mile in
length, by half that measure in breadth, may be seen
some sixty or seventy monuments, cromleacs, dolmens,
circles, pillar-stones, carns, &c., of which Petrie has
remarked that, excepting the monuments of Carnac,
in Brittany, ¢ they constitute the largest assemblage
of the kind hitherto discovered in the world.” In
various parts of Sligo are other groups, and many
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isolated examples. All of these, as well as the Carrow-
more remains, and some similar works situate in the
Island of Achill, have attracted the attention of Colonel
Wood-Martin, by whom, together with their contents,
they have been measured, planned, described, and illus-
trated chiefly in the pages of the present volume. The
contents of these venerable waifs of time, though dis-
turbed, and embracing only débris of the original
deposits, are of extreme interest, and clearly indicate
the sepulchral character of these grey, time-worn piles.
Indeed, Colonel Wood-Martin has been enabled to add
most conclusively to evidence already published, here
and abroad, that all remains of the cromleac, cist, and
circle class are simply tombs of our early race, or races,
and that the idea of their having been altars, used
for human sacrifice, is unwarranted, and utterly un-
tenable.

W. F. Wakeman, Hon. Local Secretary for Dublin
and Wicklow, sent a Paper, accompanied by a measured
plan and elevation, on a ‘‘ Cromleac-like Altar, or Monu-
ment, at Tumna, Co. Roscommon.” It stands in an
ancient Christian cemetery, and is regarded by the
neighbouring people as the tomb of St. Heiden, or
Eiden, patron of the place. The writer considers this
work as a connecting-link between the pagan cist, or
diminutive cromleac, and a class of graves used in
Ireland by early members of the Church. He cites
examples to be found on Ardillaun, Co. Galway (pro-
bably seventh century work); others at St. John’s
Point, Co. Down; a number at Kilnasaggart, Co.
Armagh; and one at Tarmon, Glen-Columbkille, Co.
Clare. The Tumna structure is a perfect cromleac of
the smaller class.
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W. J. Knowles, M.r.I.A.,, Hon. Local Secretary, Co.
Antrim, gives a Paper on the ¢ Prehistoric Remains of
Portstewart, Co. Londonderry.” As might be expected
from the pen of this accomplished observer, his con-
tributions will be found full of interest by all who would
trace certain phases of life practised in Erin during
archaic times. His account of the ‘“finds” of flint
articles, and other manufactured objects, flakes, rubbers,
hammer-stones, knives, scrapers, arrow-heads, pottery,
&e., discovered in the sand dunes of the North-West,
forms one of the most striking chapters recently pub-
lished in our Jouwrnal. A glance at the plates, represent-
ing a selection of chipped flints and other articles, picked
up by Mr. Knowles at Portstewart and Castlerock, would
afford the student in such matters as great an amount of
information as might be derived from a visit to some
well-stocked archzological museum. Nearly fifty illus-
trations accompany his letterpress.

A subject, which has hitherto not been specially
dealt with by archaologists, has been opened up by
Mr. Knowles in his Paper on ¢ Tracked Stones.” He
draws attention to the restricted area in the north-west
of Europe, to which these objects are apparently con-
fined, and illustrates them by a large number of speci-
mens out of his own collection.

The Rev. George R. Buick appears in an Article
““ On the Development of the Knife in Flint, as shown
by specimens common in the county Antrim.” The
Paper, full of thought, and pregnant with most in-
teresting suggestions, will, doubtlessly, be considered a
highly valuable contribution to literature, illustrating
what seems to be, perhaps, our earliest manufacturing
industry.



PREFACE. vil

The late E. T. Hardman, m.mM.c.5.1., at the special
request of Colonel Wood-Martin, furnished a report of
¢ Australian Flint Implements, and the Mode of their
Construction and Fitting for Use,” which appears in
this volume, in connexion with one of the Papers,
on the ‘“Rude Stone Monuments of Ireland.” That
communication is of considerable value, illustrating, as
it does, the modus operandi practised in the formation of
their tools and weapons by people who had not yet
been accustomed to the use of metal.

All but antiquaries will think that the question of a
certain class of beads having been discovered in Ireland,
and particularly in the Northern districts, is a matter
of little moment in connexion with the presumed status
of Ireland as an art-producing country in early times.
That such a fancy is scarcely tenable may be inferred
from the peculiarly local or national character of many
found in crannogs and burial-places in this island.
These often beautiful objects could only have been
made by people enjoying a very considerable amount
of civilization.

The Rev. L. Hassé and R. Day have each sent a
Paper ¢“On the Character of Ancient Beads found in
Ireland and in the Far East,” respectively. The com-
munications of these esteemed archeeologists indicate
infinite zeal and research on the part of their authors;
but it may be said that the subject as yet remains
somewhat obscure, and would seem to require further
elucidation.

There can be no question that the builders of our
megalithic structures practised an elaborate style of
scribing on rocks, monoliths, boulders, and, not un-
commonly, upon the walls of sepulchral chambers, which
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is at present attracting the attention of antiquaries not
only of these islands, but of far-distant countries.
Ireland is supremely rich in this mysterious class of
work. It is not too much to say that within a space
of a few acres, upon Slieve-na-Calliagh, a mountain
situate close to Oldcastle, Co. Meath, may be seen a
greater number of stones bearing archaic devices of
the class referred to than are to be found in Britain,
Caledonia, and Gaul, united! Many examples occur in
Munster, and particularly in the county of Kerry. But
there is reason to believe they are widely distributed
over the country, and the list of those known is yearly
increasing. As yet no key has been discovered by
which their meaning can be made apparent. New
varieties are constantly occurring, so that it is to be
hoped some clue to their significance may yet be at-
tained. The question of the nature of rock-markings,
or scribings, as found in Ireland, has long occupied the
attention of the Right Rev. Charles Graves, Bishop of
Limerick. Dr. Graves, from time to time, was followed
in the same theme by the late Rev. James Graves, G. H.
Kinahan, W. F. Wakeman, R. Day, of Cork, the late
G. V. Du Noyer, and a few other archsologists; but
the subject would seem to be still in its infancy. A
notice, richly illustrated, of a profusion of deeply in-
teresting examples, from the neighbourhood of Mevagh,
Co. Donegal, has been contributed to the present volume
by G. H. Kinahan, Hon. Local Secretary for Donegalj
and attention is drawn to the same class of memorial
markings in Co. Tyrone, by Seaton F. Milligan.

The Rev. Patrick Power presents a short but graphic
account of ¢ Casey’s Lios,” a once fine chambered rath
in the county Waterford. Such Notices are of value, as
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works like this ZLios have never been sufficiently ex-
amined or classified.

The Rev. J. M. F. Ffrench, of Clonegal, describes
a most curious and elaborately sculptured memorial-
stone remaining in the Isle of Man. Its carving is
singularly symbolical, and invites comparison with work
found upon monuments, which occur so frequently in
our early Christian cemeteries. The Isle of Man, it
may be observed, was once considered part of Erin.

A tombstone in the churchyard of Meelick, Co.
Mayo, bearing in an Irish inscription part of the name
of “Gricour,” or ¢ Gregory,” and an Ogam-stone in
the Co. Cavan, marked with three crosses, have been
described and illustrated by Thomas O’Gorman and
Charles Elcock, respectively.

J. G. Robertson’s Paper, ¢ Ancient Leaden Works,”
contains much information which will be new, and
highly appreciated by Irish archeaeologists. The subject
has scarcely hitherto been entered upon, at least by
antiquarian writers of this country.

Colonel Philip Vigors contributes some extremely
interesting remarks on ‘‘Slings and Sling-stones,” as
used in ancient and modern times. The sling was,
doubtlessly, known in Ireland as an engine of offence
from a remote period down to very recent days. The
same author describes and figures, with great precision,
an ‘“ Ancient Grave in the county Carlow,” from which
a beautiful cinerary urn, illustrated by W. F. Wakeman,
was obtained.

Richard Langrishe, Vice-President of the Associa-
tion, continues his valuable series of Papers on the
subject of ‘ Church Bells in Ireland.” His Notice of
the peal preserved in St. Audoen’s, Corn-market, Dublin,
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is of surpassing interest to the campanologist. Three of
these bells bear inscriptions in the character of the
thirteenth century, but their actual date, as stamped
upon one of them, is 1423, an. 2. Hen. VI. They are
the oldest bells still hung, and in use, in any church in
Ireland, or, there is every reason to believe, in Great
Britain. The notice is accompanied by facsimile en-
gravings of their inscriptions, made from rubbings
taken by J. R. Garstin, Vice-President of the Associa-
tion. Numerous other bells, still remaining in Ireland,
are referred to, and more or less described, in the same
Paper.

An account of the ¢“Church Plate in the Diocese of
Cashel and Emly,” from the pen of J. D. White, Hon.
Local Secretary for the South Riding of Tipperary,
contains many curious items, and is welcome if only
as a record of existing remains.

In a “Notice of the Career of Shane O’Neill (sur-
named An Diomazs, or ¢ The Proud’), Prince of Tirowen,”
by Thomas O’Gorman, will be found a stirring chapter
in Irish history.

‘““Notes on Kerry Topography, Ancient and Modern,”
by Miss Hickson, form a valuable continuation of that
indefatigable writer’s research in a difficult, and not
often trodden, field of investigation.

In “Notes on a Unique Monumental Slab to Sir
Nicholas Devereux, Knight of Balmagir, Co. Wexford,”
Gabriel O’C. Redmond, M.D., brings forward facts
hitherto not generally known concerning one of the
most prominent of a once powerful family. Of this
monument probably much more remains to be said.

The Rev. W. Ball Wright, m.A., describes a very
curious sepulchral slab discovered by him in Balsoon
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graveyard, near Navan, Co. Meath, relating to Sir John
Eliot, who died in 1616.

A Paper by the Rev. Charles Scott, m.A., on the
¢ Ancient Precedence of the See of Meath,” contains
much information which will be valued by students of
Irish Church history.

G. M. Atkinson, M.r.I.A., treats on a subject which
seems hitherto to have escaped the notice of Irish
antiquaries, viz. that of our ‘‘ Early Sun-dials.”

A curious and interesting Paper on the ¢ Family of
Lattin,” by J. M. Thunder, will be very acceptable to
all who are interested in old family chronicles. The
same writer also contributes a first Paper on ‘“The
Kingdom of Meath.”

Cecil C. Woods brings forward a letter dated
“ Agherim, July the 15th, 1691,” which bears testi-
mony to the gallantry with which both sides fought
at that celebrated engagement.

T. J. Westropp has a short Paper on the ¢ Abbey
of Quin.” There is scarcely a more picturesque or
better preserved structure of its class to be found in
Ireland. The only objection which can be made to
the communication is its brevity.

Few of our members or readers had probably, until
recently, heard of Irish Medallists. Dr. Frazer, in
rescuing the reputation of a number of distinguished
Irish artists in that line, has done honour to himself and
to the country ; and has probably revived in the minds
of many the names and services of not a few men whose
memories had, more or less, been undeservedly allowed
to pass into comparative obscurity, if not oblivion.

John Browne, M.R.1.A., Hon. Local Secretary for
Londonderry, forwards a Report on the Antiquities of
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that county. It would be well if we could get similar
notices from other counties.

¢« A Glimpse of Trinity College, Dublin, under Provost
Hely Hutchinson, by T. J. Westropp, M.A.; and a notice
of “ Theobald Wolfe Tone and the College Historical
Society,” by Geo. Dames Burtchaell, M.R.1.A., will most
agreeably occupy the attention of not a few readers.

In the various chapters of ‘Notes and Queries ”’
much valuable and suggestive matter appears. Many
will follow with interest the remarks made by Colonel
Vigors for giving effect to the work of preserving the
memorials of the dead.

Hitherto in this Preface no reference has been made
to three obituaries which the volume contains. Doubt-
lessly they will be sought for, and it is enough here to
state that they emanate from the pens of men who
enjoyed the privilege of knowing our departed friends,
the Rev. James Graves, Dr. Caurrierp, and CanoN
Haymay, well and long. It would be unwarrantable to
comment on such contributions—let them speak for
themselves.

The Committee desires finally to record the services
rendered to the Association by CoroNeL Woon-MARTIN,
in his capacity of Editor, during what has been a critical
stage in the existence of the Association. The entire
volume now concluded has been edited by him, as well
as a number of Papers contributed at the Meeting held
in Londonderry. These are already set up in type,
but have been held over for future publication. The
thanks of the Association are due to Coroxer Woop-
Martix for the vigour with which he prosecuted the

issue of the Journal during the years comprised within
this volume.
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AT the LEINSTER ANNUAL GGENERAL MEETING, held at the
Museum of the Association, Kilkenny, on Wednes-
day, January the 5th, 1887 ;

The Very Rev. the Deax or Ossory, D.D., in the
Chair

The following Members were present:—The Very
Rev. the Dean of Ossory, p.n.; the Rev. Charles A.
Vignoles, a.Mm., Chancellor; Colonel P. D. Vigors, J.p.;
Messrs. Peter Burtchaell, c.e.; Robert Cochrane, c.k.,
M.R.I.A. ; George D. Burtchaell, B.L.; J. G. Robertson,
Secretary ; John Blair Browne; Edward Fennessy; and
M. W. Lalor.

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and con-
firmed.

Mr. Robertson submitted the following Report :—

¢ Mr. CEareMAN—It has been usual.on the ocecasion of our annual
meetings to give a report on the condition of the Association, of its
gains and of its losses. I need hardly remind Members present that the
latter have been very great—in fact, I might say, almost overwhelming.
For the first time in the history of the Association our Annual Meeting
assembles without the Rev. James Graves, the Founder of the Society;
and such was the energy and knowledge which he brought to bear in the

B2
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-orking of it, that we cannot but feel that it requires great efforts on the
;)‘zfrrtk;? fllohllembers to enable the Editor to carry on the Journal with credit.

¢« Parts 64 and 65, which have been recently issued to Members, have
been most favourably reviewed by the Press in general, and letters have
been received from many subscripers expressing very great satisfaction
with both letterpress and illustrations.

« These remarks have carried me away from detailing our serious
losses by death, which include the names of Sir Samuel Ferguson and
Rev. Canon Samuel Hayman—two names very cminent in the world of
letters, and of archmology in particular. Canon Hayman was the author
of the History of Youghal, and contributor of several important Papers.
to our Journal. We have also to deplore the loss of the Rev. Richard
Deverell, who was an old Member, took much interest in our work, and
was rarcly absent from our meetings. I am happy to say that we gained
several new Members, and T hope, that in accordance with the expressed
wishes of many, we shall be able to carry on the work of the Association.
We continue to receive the Transactions of many socicties in connexion
with us in exchange for ours.

¢ Our funds, notwithstanding that an accumulation of work had to
be paid for, are in a sound condition. Some Members have honourably
discharged their arrears of subscriptions; others, prok pudor’ have allowed
the words ‘bad debt’ to be affixed to their names.

“You will be ealled upon now to revise (according to custom) the
list of office-bearcrs and to appoint Auditors. I would suggest that Mr.
Burtchaell and Mr. J. Blair Browne be requested to aet as Auditors.
Mr. Burtchaell is not only a Trustee, but also one of the joint Treasurers.
As I am the Acting Treasurer, I consider it right that one of my asso-
ciates should have the opportunity of learning everything connected
with the Accounts of the Association.”

The Rev. C. Vignoles proposed the adoption of the
Report, which was seconded by Colonel Vigors, and on
being put to the meeting was unanimously adopted.

The following new Members were elected :—

The Rev. Thos. Bryan, Clonmore Rectory, Hacketts-
town; T. S. F. Battersby, B.L., 3, Upper Mount-street,
Dublin; Morgan William O’Donovan, B.a., Magdalen
College, Oxford; Miss Louisa Vignoles; J. M. Wilson, J.».,
Currygrane, Co. Longford; William Frazer, M.D., M.R.LA.,
20, Harcourt-street, Dublin; Goddart H. Orpen, B.L.,
Eppingham, Bedford Park, Chiswick, London; Captain
J. W. Armstrong, r.N., Chaffpoole, Ballymote, Sligo;
Owen Wynne, Hazlewood, Sligo ; Lieutenant-Colonel
Fiolliott, Hollybrook, Sligo; Alexander Percival, Temple
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House, Ballymote, Sligo; Alex. Lyons, J.p., Rathellen,
Sligo ; Edward Fennessy, High Sheriff, city of Kil-
kenny ; Samuel Hickey, c.E., Cavan; Professor Davy
Thompson, Galway.

Colonel Vigors said that he was glad to see so many
new Members joining the Society, and that Colonel
Wood-Martin had sent in so good a list from his own
couuty.

The list of office-bearers was then submitted.

Mr. Lalor proposed that the Dean of Ossory be
elected an additional Vice-President for the province of
Leinster.

The Rev. C. Vignoles seconded the proposition, which
was passed unanimously.

On the motion of Mr. Browne, seconded by Mr.
Robertson, Mr. Day was unanimously elected an addi-
tional Vice-President for Munster.

Mr. Lalor said he would propose that Colonel Lunham,
M.A., J.P., Ardfall, Douglas, Cork, be elected a Member
of the Committee. Colonel Lunham had for a long time
been closely associated with the late lamented Canon
Hayman, and was an enthusiastic antiquary, and an
influential supporter of the Association in the South.

Mr. Browne seconded the proposition, which was
passed unanimously.

The following were then appointed as the Com-
mittee :—Barry Delany, M.p.; Rev. Philip Moore, p.p. ;
Rev. John O’Hanlon; W. H. Patterson; Rev. C. A,
Vignoles; W. Frazer, m.p.; Colonel P. D. Vigors; Robert
Cochrane, c.e., M.R.I.A.; The O’Conor Don; Colonel
Lunham, Mm.A., J5.p.; George Dames Burtchaell, sB.L.;
and the Rev. W. Healy, c.c., Coon.

The following resolution was proposed by Mr. Robert-
son, seconded by Mr. Browne, and passed unanimously :—

¢ That Mr. Malcomson of Carlow be requested to reconsider his
intention of resigning his connexion with the Association, and to con-
tinue as a Member of the Committee, and to give his valuable services
as of old.”
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Mr. Browne proposed, and Colonel Vigors seconded
the following :—

«Resolved,—That the Journal of the Royal Archwological Assoeiation
be not sold, or sent in future to newspapers, till Members and Fellows
have been supplied with their copies; and then only sold to non-members
at a cost of 5s. per Part—to be sold only by the Secretary, or by Messrs.

Hodges & Figgis.”

Colonel Vigors said that some expression of satisfac-
tion ought to be conveyed by the Association to Colonel
Wood-Martin for the able way in which he had edited
the last two Numbers of the Journal ; the six months for
which he had accepted the Editorship must now be
nearly terminated, and they ought to ask him kindly
to continue to hold the office.

It was proposed by Colonel Vigors, seconded by Mr.
G. Burtchaell, and unanimously resolved :—

«“That the thanks of the Association be given to Colonel Wood-
Martin for his exertions as Editor of the Jowrnal, and that he be
requested kindly to continue the work.”

Colonel Vigors exhibited reprints of the Times and
other publications, engravings of medals, &e., of ancient
date; facsimiles of the death-warrants of Mary Queen of
Scots and of Charles I. ; a model of the great bell in St.
Peter’s, Rome; some beautiful old pins; the jawbone
(containing two teeth) of the extinct species of the
gigantic kangaroo (Disprotodon Australis), from Queens-
land; a bone of the extinet wingless bird, the Moa,
from New Zealand ; beautiful specimens of Burmese
weights, &c., and Hindoo idols; greenish-coloured and
other stone-axes and spear-heads; a sling and sling-
stones from one of the South Sea Islands, the only
locality in which the sling is now used ; a fossil piece of
wood from Van Dieman’s Land; and some beautiful
specimens of silver and copper work from Burmah.

. Dr. Barry Delany exhibited a beautiful gold breast-
pin, the head being the figure of a cavalier in silver, of
the I:}meRof Charles II. :

r. Robertson said that he had been lent a book
Mrs. Reade, of Birchfield, the widow of an old schot)){
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fellow of his, in which he found the copy of a very
ancient document. The book had belonged to Josias
Haydock, Commissioner or agent to the Duke of
Ormonde, and the document found in it was a prayer
to His Grace to relieve the petitioner from his duties.
The document was as follows :—

“To His Grace, Jamrs, Duke or OrmonDE, Lord Lieutenant Genl., and
Genl. Govr. of Ireland. The humble Petition of Alder. Josias Hay-
dock, your Grace’s Receiver Genl.

¢ Most Humbly Sheweth—That yor. Petr. attended in Dublin these
six weeks last past, in order to close his accounts both of the cant and
rents, and deliver up vouchers of several years accounts which remain in
his hands, but by some means or other the same has been hitherto
delayed. That his long attendance here does not only endanger his
health, but heap a great expence on him, as well as retard that part of
your Grace’s affaires in the country which is under his ecare, and the
vouchers of his accounts being for several great sums, if any of them
should happen to be lost or mislayed, may be of fatall consequence to
your Petr. May it therefore please your Grace to consider the Premises,
and to grant an order that your Petrs.” accounts may be forthwith audited
and passed, his vouchers taken up, and a discharge given him for the
said vouchers and accounts, and he as in duty bound will ever pray, &ec.
To the Rt. Honoble. Sir Richd. Cox, Knt.; Sr. William Robinson, Knt. ;
the Honoble. Antho Upton, and William Worth, Esqrs.,, my commis-
sioners, ete., or any two or more of them.

“TUpon consideration of the within petition of Alderman Josias Hay-
dock, my Receiver-General, I do hereby authorize and desire you with
all convenient speed to audit and pass his accounts, and on his passing
the ballance thereof for my use to Benjamin Burton, Esq., and Franeis
Harrison, my bankers, that you take up all the vouchers of his said
accounts ; to the end I may give him a free discharge for the same. For
doing whereof this shall be your warrant. Dated the sixth day of
November, 1703.— OrmonpE. Witness, Fran. Wright—Copia vera, Ex-
amined 12th die November, 1703, per Thomas Cooke, notary public.”

Mr. Robertson continued—I have been unable to
find out anything about any of the Commissioners ap-
pointed. There was a Mr. Edward Worth, of Blanch-
field, Rathfarnham, elected to represent Knocktopher in
the Irish Parliament of 1695-1703-1727. Sir Chris-
topher Robinson was a Justice of the King’s Bench, his
former patent being revoked, and the renewal dated
1761. Josias Haydock was Mayor of Kilkenny.



In Piam Memoriam

TAMES GRAVES,

SECRETARY AND TREASURER

OF THE
Royal Histarical and Zrchenlogical $ssociation of Ireland,

FORMERLY THE

Wilkenny Qrchwological Socicty.

The Rev. James Graves was so completely identified
with the progress and interests of—to use its original
name—the Kilkenny Archaological Society, that any
account of his life must be, more or less, a history of
the rise and progress of that now influential and Royal
Association.

James, elder son of the Rev. Richard Graves, was
born in the city of Kilkenny, ¢ under the shadow of the
cathedral,” on the 11th October (St. Canice’s Day),
1815. IHe died, in his 71st year, on Saturday, 20th
March, 1886, at his residence, Inisnag, situated about
eight miles from the place of his birth.

In a letter to the writer of this notice, penned on his
70th birthday, he says: *“My old nurse was always in-
dignant that I was not named Kenny! I am sorry m
father preferred the Apostolic cognomen of his father—
more shame for him! He was Vicarius Choralis Collegii
Sancti Canici, and ought to have reverenced his patron
saint. The Rev. Canice Graves would have looked well,
and been out of the common; but as I suppose it would
!;aye”becn reduced to ¢ Kenny,” perhaps it is as well as
it is.

. The subject of this Memoir was, in many respects, a
singular man. In personal appearance he was tall and
thin; but though apparently not possessed of much
physical strength, he had great powers of endurance,
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which he attributed to his total abstinence from tobacco
and alcohol. At the end of the longest day’s excursion
he would seem quite fresh ; and during the expedition
to the Giants’ Causeway in July, 1885, he astonished
many younger men by the agility with which he ascended
the steep path from the sea, after having had a swim be-
fore breakfast. This was in his 70th year. His ener-
getic temperament, methodical habits, and almost restless
activity of mind enabled him to get through an amount
of work, literary and other, which, to many, seemed
marvellous. Although devoted to antiquarian pursuits,
he was never a bore on that subject, for he never ob-
truded his speciality upon those who did not affect an
interest in it ; he could talk well and entertainingly on
many subjects, and unless the occasion was one on
which antiquarian matters were on the Zapis, his con-
versation was simply that of a highly-informed gentle-
man. As an invariable rule he avoided politics,
personalities, and matters of acrimonious controversy ;
this enabled him to mix with people of every mode
of thought, and of every rank and calling, without
making a single enemy.

In 1863 the late Bishop O’Brien presented Mr. Graves
to the small living of Inisnag, near Stoneyford, about
eight miles from Kilkenny. Here he lived till his death,
cordially respected by rich and poor, and ministering
diligently to his parishioners. Inisnag, which means
the Island, or Holm of the Crane, is a parish lying on
both sides of the Callan, or King’s river, near its junction
with the Nore. Mr. Graves often observed to the writer
that the place did not now deserve the name, as he
bardly ever saw a crane (heron) in the locality. Visitors
to Inisnag will remember Mr. Graves' love of, and
practical acquaintance with, the culture of flowers. The
large orange-trec which stood in a square tub inside the
sunny porch was a sight not easily forgotten when
covered with fruit; and even more remarkable was the
immense Wardian case of Killarney fern, which for
health and beauty could not be surpassed, none of which
is now to be met-with in the part of Kerry where it
had been obtained, for collectors and tourists have
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sroved too much for this fern. Mr. Graves was noted
also for his fine strain of fuchsias, cinerarias, cycla-
mens, and primulas: many have observed with amuse-
ment the heads of his fuchsias tied up in muslin hoods,
to prevent cross-fertilization, by means of bees or flies,
after he had impregnated them with some particular
pollen, by the aid of a camel’s-hair brush. In the open
carden he was proud of his roses, and his collection

of gladioli and dahlias included some of the choicest

varieties.

With much trouble, and skilful engineering, he had
contrived a hardy fernery on the escarpment of the
rocky brow overhanging the King’s river, on which the
glebe-house was situated.  Water was brought hereto
by ingenious arrangements, and a plentiful supply was
at hand, even in summer. Many uncommon Japanese
and North-American ferns flourished here; nearly all
of the numerous varieties of the lady fern (Athyrium
Filiz-fiemina)—one of the most beautiful of our larger
deciduous ferns—as also the beech, oak, holly, and
parsley ferns grew luxuriantly under his fostering care.
In carly spring he would point out how abundantly the
narcissus minor grew in the fields near the river—seem-
ing to be indigenous. Unlike many florists, he was most
generous in sharing with friends, and was always ready
to give slips, offsets, or bulbs to those who appreciated
them. There are many Co. Kilkenny people who can
call to mind one or more good things in their gardens,
for which they are indebted to the liberality of Mr.
Graves. He was singularly successful in budding roses—
an operation requiring neatness, dexterity, and patience.
He was a close observer of atmospheric phenomena,
noted the rainfall and variations of temperature at
Inisnag, and his reports were frequently to be seen
recorded in the meteorological intelligence. He was
acquainted with, and took much interest in, the periodi-
cal visits of birds of passage to his district, and had
some 1structive notes regarding the annual arrival of
the cuckoo. With entomology he had some acquaint-
ance ; he was always particularly anxious to identify
insects referred to in old writings under Irish names, and
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to ascertain their modern names, and something of their
habits. We often discussed the subject of the connochs,
or murrain caterpillars, of which two figures are given
in a Paper on ‘ Irish Medical Superstition,” by the late
John Windele.! Cattle formed the principal portion of
ancient wealth in Erin—they were consequently the me-
dium of barter, of paying tributes and stipends—in short,
they represented, to a considerable extent, a currency,
and were the object and prize of war, of endless forays,
and much strife; the reward of enterprise, courage, and
daring. On May eve the herds and flocks were sup-
posed to be peculiarly subject to the sinister influences
of the ¢ good people,” for the murrain was regarded as.
a plague emanating from fairy malice; the remedy,
however, was very simple, if attainable. Ostensibly the
disorder proceeded from the connoch, or caterpillar,
swallowed by the animal, producing internal disease,
very frequently of a fatal character. A plentiful pota-
tion of water, in which had been immersed the powerful
amulet called the ‘‘Murrain Stone,” was generally looked
upon as a sovereign remedy for this complaint. The
figures of two of the connocks® represent clearly enough
larvee of the larger sphinx moth ; one is very like that
of the elephant-hawk moth ( Chero-campa elpenor), com-
mon in Ireland—the other like that of the death’s head
hawk moth (Ackerontia atropos). Both of these amulets
were found in the Co. Cork—one in the old burying-
place of Timoleague Abbey, the other necar Doneraile.
Both are formed of silver, in which is imbedded a series
of crystals, amber-coloured and azure, and they are
about three inches in length. Mr. Graves told me it
was rare to find a caterpillar of the death’s head moth
in the Co. Kilkenny, so general was the practice among
the peasantry, when they found ome, to insert it in the
cleft of a young ash sapling; and this soon put an end
to the caterpillar, whatever effect it may have had upon
the murrain !

Mr. Graves, although not an Irish scholar himself,
yet made great efforts to have the language taught long:

! Journal, R.H.A.A4.1., vol. vuL., p. 306. 2 Ibid.
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before the present movement in favour of its revival
was initiated. Ile was a member of the ““Celtic Society”
from its foundation, in 1847, and appears on the list of
its Council in 1850. The Report of Council to the
Annual General Mecting, held on Tuesday, 26th Feb-
ruary, 1850, mentions that Mr. Graves had, in the most
liberal manner, offered to edit, for the Celtic Society, an
abstract of the Liber Primus Kilkennice. The illustrations
of the early volumes of this Journal show that Mr. Graves
was quite an artist in his younger days, and he always
retained a quick eye for colour and outline. In fine
weather he was never tired of expatiating upon the view
from his hall-door, looking down the course of the King’s
river gliding through its valley between the woods of
Annamult and Norelands, to join the Nore, about a
quarter of a mile further on; opposite were visible the
rising grounds towards Bennett’s Bridge, and, in the
distance, the graceful slopes of Mount Leinster. Inside
the house were to be seen choice water-colour drawings
by Burton and Petrie, and sketches by Du Noyer, along
with curious old prints, handsome photographs of archi-
tectural subjects, and books in great variety. The para-
phernalia of literary work were strictly confined to his
study, to which only a favoured few had access, and
where a sedate cat, of immense size, kept watch and
ward, occupying his chair in her master’s absence. He
professed a great dread of a certain tidying process to
which it was necessary to submit this room twice a-year.

A hospitable welcome was ever ready for visitors,
more especially if that visit was in any way connected
with archeeological inquiry. Living much secluded from
personal intercourse with the outer world, he enjoyed
occasional visits from those who were more mixed up
with it.  He had no family, and was consequently able
to give himself up the more completely to his favourite
pursuits. All the energy of his mind was devoted to
the spread of the Kilkenny Archazological Society, and
to the furtherance of its objects; with it his life and
lab?t‘lrs are inseparably entwined.

I'he inception of the Kilkenny Archzological Society
was on this wise. On the 19th February, 1849, a meet-
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ing was held in Kilkenny, at the private residence of
the Rev. James Graves, and afterwards adjourned to
the Deanery; the Very Rev. the Dean of Ossory was
in the Chair. At this meeting it was resolved that a
public meeting be held, in order to organize an Archzo-
logical Society for the county and city of Kilkenny and
its surrounding districts. The members at this meeting
were :—The Very Rev. the Dean of Ossory, the Rev.
Luke Fowler, the Rev. John Browne, LL.D.; Rev. James
Graves, Rev. Philip Moore, Messrs. Robert Cane, ».D.;
John James, 1.r.c.s.I. ; and John G. A. Prim. Of these
eight, only one now survives—the Rev. Philip Moore,
Canon, p.p., Johnstown. The first General Meeting
was held in the Tholsel Rooms, 3rd of April, 1849,
Robert Cane, Esq., m.p., Mayor of Kilkenny, in the
Chair ; and at this meeting the adhesion to the project
of a number of noblemen and gentlemen was announced.
The Rev. Philip Moore, then C.C. of Rosbercon, had
the honour of reading the first communication—on
‘““ Giants’ Graves.”! The corporation of Kilkenny met
the young Society in the most kind and liberal spirit.
By their permission the meetings of the Society (which
for some years took place every second month instead
of quarterly) were held in the Tholsel Rooms up to the
year 1853, when the Society rented apartments, in
conjunction with the Literary and Scientific Institution.
One of the fundamental rules (No. 7) of the new Society
was as follows:— ‘¢ All matters connected with the reli-
gious and political differences which exist in our country
shall be excluded from the Papers to be read, and the
discussions held at these meetings, such matters being
foreign to the objects of this Society, and calculated to
disturb the harmony which is essential to its success.”
This wise rule was the suggestion® of the Right Rev.
James Thomas O’Brien, p.p., F.T.C.D., Bishop of Ossory,
Ferns, and Leighlin, who was an original member, and
one of the Patrons of the Society. At the close of its
first year (1849) the Society numbered fiffeen Roman

1 Journal, R.H.A.A.I.,A vol. 1., p. 11. 2 Ibid., vol. viL, p. 5.
3 Ibid., vol. xi1., p. 310.
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Catholic clergymen among its total of one hundred and
rty-nine members. .
fO 3711'. Graves, and his relative, Mr. John G. A. Prim,
were the original Secretaries, and it may here be ob-
served that this Society has never expended any of its
income on salaries, it having always been a distinguish-
ing mark of it that all its officers were honorary. Mr.
Prim’s influence with the local Press was of the greatest
use when the Society was unable to issue a Journal of its
own. The columns of the Kilkenny Moderator, with
which Mr. Prim was professionally connected before
he became the proprietor of that Paper, were always
open for record of the proceedings of its meetings. In
consequence of the smallness of their funds, the earlier
volumes of the Society’s publications comprised merely
a selection of the matters brought before the various
meetings, full reports of which were afforded by the
local newspaper Press alone. On 14th February, 1857,
the Rev. Mr. Graves,' at the Annual General Meeting, laid
on the table a large folio volume, containing the news-
paper reports of the Society’s Proceedings, from its for-
mation in February, 1849, to the end of the year 1853.
These reports had been collected, arranged, and bound
by the late Mr. Richard Hitcheock, and were then, in
pursuance of his expressed intentions, presented to the

Society by his widow.

Mr. Graves, to the duties of Editor and Secretary,
added also that of Treasurer, on the death, in 1858,
of Robert Cane, Esq., M.0., who had filled that office
from the foundation of the Society.

About the date of the birth of this Society there
were stirring times in Kilkenny, and it must have been
frequently difficult to observe Bishop O’Brien’s wise rule
(No. 7), in its spirit as well as its letter. Dr. Cane, as
has been noticed, was in the Chair at the first General
Meeting in the capacity of Mayor of the ‘faire and
antient aittie of Kilkenny”—and this was the second
occasion, within three years, upon which he had been
elected Mayor. Dr. Cane was a mainstay of the ¢ Celtic

! Journal, R.H.4.4.1., vol. V., p. 245.
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Union,” as was Mr. Graves of the Archaological Society.
Dr. Cane for nine years was Treasurer of the latter,
whilst Mr. Graves had a seat on the Council of the
¢ Celtic Union;” indeed the co-existence of the ¢ Celtic
Union” cannot have simplified the difficulties of starting
the Kilkenny Archaeological Society.

Mr. Graves shared the duties and responsibilities of
Hon. Secretary, with his relative, Mr. John G. A. Prim,
up to the year 1875. The lamented death, in that year,
of Mr. Prim, brought double toil upon his fellow-Secre-
tary, who was at the same time Treasurer, and Mr.
Graves’ health broke down under stress of work. In
consequence of his serious illness, no meetings were held
in July or October, 1877.  Although to all appearance
he recovered his usual health and spirits, he soon began
to suffer from a serious form of dyspepsia, attended
with loss of sleep. This culminated in an incurable and
painful disease of the stomach, which proved fatal on
the 20th March, 1886. From the meeting at which he
originated this Society (19th February, 1849) down to
that of 13th January, 1886, the last at which he was
present (nine weeks and three days before his death),
he was always at his post, with the exception of his brief
retirement from active work in 1877.

Mr. Graves was ever ready to sacrifice himself in the
interest of the Society. In 1862 it had been decided
unanimously that his expenses should be defrayed for
attendance at an Archaeological Congress about to be
held on 25th August, and five following days, at Truro,
in Cornwall; but he proceeded thither at his own cost,
declining to charge his expenses to the funds of the
Society. Lord Dunraven and Mr. Graves were the only
Irishmen present on that occasion ; and the latter availed
himself of the opportunity of establishing friendly rela-
lations and interchange of publications with the Royal
Institution of Cornwall, and the Wiltshire Archaeological
and Natural History Society. On his return, Mr. Graves
reported’ that the antiquities of the district were specially
interesting to an Irish archaeologist. The stone forts,
cromleacs, artificial caves (called fogou), tumuli, and

L Journal, R.H.A.4.L, vol. 1v., N.s., p. 183.
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stone hut-cireles of the aborigines, were, as might be
expected, alike in both countries ; but what chiefly
attracted his attention was the fact that the stone huts
and hut-circles were clustered on the south-western hills
and cliffs of England, just as they are found abounding
on the western mountain sides and cliffs of Ireland.
Here (in his opinion) was proof that the race which built
them were a race fighting against, and retreating before,
an exterminating enemy, that they were finally driven
across the Irish Sea, found shelter in Ireland for a time,
and were at last, it might be said, hurled over the chff.s
of Kerry and Arran into the Atlantic. He thought it
impossible for anyone to stand on the Cornish or Kerry
hills and not have this idea forced upon the mind.

On the 18th March, 1863, a Special Meeting of the
Society was convened by the President, the Very Rev.
the Dean of Ossory, in compliance with a requisition
numerously signed by the leading gentry and clergy
(Catholic and Protestant) of the county Kilkenny, to
consider the propriety of presenting Mr. Graves with a
suitable testimonial of their appreciation of his services
as Treasurver and Hon. Secretary. The requisition alludes
to the obligations the members were under to Mr. Graves
for his ¢ unceasing and unremunerated exertions in the
promotion of the objects of the Society since its founda-
tion.” The letters from members who were unable to
attend, but who approved of the project, form a mass of
written testimony to his services, which proves what an
important factor he was in the vitality of the Association.
Mr. Prim read letters from Col. the Right Hon. W. F.
Tighe, the Earl of Courtown, Lord James Butler, Sir
Exasmus Burrowes, Sir James Langrishe, the Very Rev.
the Dean of Leighlin, Rev, Philip Moore, p.p., Johns-
town; Rev. John Francis Shearman, c.c., Dunlavin;
Rev. Samuel Hayman, Youghal; the Right Hon. John
Wynne, Hazlewood; and many others unanimous in
approval of a mode of expressing their appreciation of
Mr. Graves’ services to Irish Archeology. A subscrip-
tion list was opened, and a large sum of money was
soon collected.!

! Journal, R.H.A.4.1., vol. V., N.8., p. 293.
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The Society, in 1849, had started with the local title of
the “Kilkenny Archaeological Society.” On 16th March,
1853, it was carried unanimously, on the motion of
Herbert Francis Hore, Esq., of Pole Hore, county Wex-
ford, that the name of the Society should be the ¢Kil-
kenny and South-East of Ireland Archzeological Associa-
tion.”” Mr. Hore promised a large accession of members
from among the nobility and gentry of Wexford upon
their county being thus recognised as coming within the
district of the Society’s operations. On 22nd January,
1868, the members having increased to over 600 in
number, residing in all parts of Ireland, a corresponding
change of name was felt to be desirable, and it was
changed (for the third time) to that of ¢ Historical and
Archzological Association of Ireland.” Other radical
alterations were made on this occasion, viz. the annual
subseription was raised from 5s. to 10s., and Hon. Pro-
vincial Secretaries were appointed. Among the latter
was George V. Du Noyer, Esq., who was elected Hon.
Provincial Secretary for Ulster. This invaluable member
died suddenly (8rd January, 1869) while engaged in the
revision of the Geological Survey of the North of Ireland.
He was a great loss to the Society. Trained under
Portlock and Larcom in the Ordnance Survey of Ireland,
he was one of that band—including Petrie, Todd, Reeves,
O’Donovan, and O’Curry—who have made Irish archee-
ology a study worthy of serious men. A pupil of the
accomplished artist Petrie, he equalled his master in
truth of touch and the minute accuracy with which he
rendered the details of a subject, no matter how difficult,
whilst the true ¢ feeling” of the artist pervaded every
production of his pencil. In the course ot the year 1869,
the Association was fortunate enough, through the exer-
tions of Mr. Graves, to secure for their Library the large
and valuable collection of archaological drawings and
sketches, the result of his life-long labours, at the price
fixed on by the friends of his widow. Regulations for
the custody and management of the Du Noyer drawings
were proposed by Mr. George H. Kinahan, Honorary

1 Jowrnal R.H.A.A.I., vol. 11., p. 355.
4TH SER., VOL. VIII. C
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Provincial Secretary for Connaught, and adopted, and
thanks were given to the non-members of the Associa-
tion, especially to his colleagues of the Geological Survey
of Great Britain and Ireland, who had subscribed towards
the purchase of the drawings.

On 27th December, 1869, the prefix Royal, together
with the privilege of electing Fellows, was granted by
Queen’s letter. The thirty-seven original members then
living were made Fellows without payment or election ;'
but time has since made wide gaps in that band, of
whom remain now (March, 1887) not more than about
eight.

The original patrons of the Society—for several years
three in number—were local notabilities, the Marquis of
Ormonde, the Bishop of Ossory, and the Right Hon. W.
F. Tighe. In 1855, the Prince Consort was elected a
life member, having contributed to the funds of the
Society the sum of £25, five times the usual life composi-
tion. He considered the Journal worthy of a place in
his private library, but the list of members did not
include his name, because he had made a rule to allow it
to appear only in connexion with metropolitan societies.
After his death, in 1861, Sir Charles Phipps was com-
manded to inform the Rev. James Graves of the Queen’s
wish that the Journal should continue to be forwarded
regularly, addressed to C. Ruland, Esq., Buckingham
Palace.?

In 1864, His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales
was graciously pleased to become patron-in-chief of the
Society, and he sent double the amount of the ordinary
composition for life membership. In 1855,° the Earl of
Carlisle was pleased to become a member and patron of
the Society, and his example has been followed by sub-
sequent Lords Lieutenant. When the Association became
a Royal one, the rule' was made that all lieutenants of
counties become patrons, ez officio, on election.

The Association increased 1n numbers and importance,

' Journael, R.H.A.A.I., vol. 1., 4th 3 Ilid., vol. 1v., p. 1.

Ser., p. 4. 4 1bid., vol. 1., 4th Ser., p. 7.
2 }bid., vol. 1v., N.8., p. 141. PP g i
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including within its scope the whole of Ireland, and Mr.
Graves brought its influence to bear upon matters of
great public utility, such as the preservation of historical
buildings, the punishment of vandalism, and the restora-
tion of edifices injured by time and weather. His prompt
action in the case of the Clonmacnoise outrage was at-
tended with good effects, although the Crown prosecu-
tion resulted in a disagreement of the jury. On 22nd
May, 1864, some persons on a pleasure party at ¢ the
‘Churches” defaced some of the sculptures on the ancient
megalithic crosses and of the carved ornamentation of the
.doorways. This conduct having been at once reported
by the Rev. P. R. Young, c.c., and also by Mr. Vignoles,
the rector, Mr. Graves, immediately brought it under
the notice of Sir Thomas Larcom (Under Secretary of
State). The case was tried at the King’s County Summer
Assizes, 1864, before the Lord Chief Justice. Mr. Ball,
-Q.C., was specially retained by the Kilkenny and South-
East of Ireland Archeological Society to aid the Crown
prosecutors and to watch the trial, which resulted in a
disagreement. The Government declined to prosecute a
second time, but the proceedings had the wholesome
effect of showing clearly to mischievous people that the
amusement of knocking noses off old figures was one
liable to be attended with serious danger to their per-
sonal liberty. The Society made an honorary member
of Mr. T. L. Cooke, Sessional Crown Prosecutor for the
King’s County, in order to mark their approval of his
praiseworthy exertions in the matter of the ¢ Clonmac-
noise outrage.” The balance which remained in hand
of the ‘“ Prosecution Fund’ was applied to the restora-
tion, as far as possible, of the injuries sustained by the
monuments.

This episode kindled a lively interest in the ruins at
‘Clonmacnoise, and in the following year (April, 1865)
the Society undertook to repair some of the buildings
there. A fund of £71 5s. was collected for that purpose,
and Dean Vignoles, Mr. Du Noyer, and Mr. Graves
visited the place to see what was required. The account
of the outlay may be seen in vol. v., N.s., p. 367, where
there is also an exciting description of the exhumation,

C2
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stone after stone, of every portion of a magnificent Hi-
berno-Romanesque doorway—a most unlooked-for dis-
covery, as not the smallest portion of the arch had been
known to exist before the excavations were commenced.
The restoration of the conical cap of the lesser round
tower at Clonmacnoise—attached to T'emple Finghin, and
commonly called Mac Carthy’s tower—was another good
deed effected by the Society, wh1qh expended nearly
£200! on the reparation and protection from further iu-
jury of the seven churches at Clonmacnoise. Similar
works of national utility were carried out in the splendid
Cistercian Abbey of Jerpoint and in the Franciscan
Abbey of Kilkenny. The condition of the churches at
Glendalough, county Wicklow, was brought under notice
shortly before being vested in the Board of Works.
At the instigation of Mr. Graves the influence of the
Association pressed upon the Commissioners of Church
Temporalities the importance of making national monu-
ments of all the round towers and the most interesting
of the churches and crosses of Ireland.”

In the year 1869,° the Association caused a fount of
ogham type to be cast. KEvery representation of this
character previously attempted by any individual or
society had been imperfectly effected by means of
“rules” or ‘“hyphens” used in ordinary Roman type;
the Association can therefore claim to have been the first
to cast ogham type.

The editing of the Journal was by no means the light-
est of Mr. Graves’ labours. How much he contributed to
its pages may be seen by looking over the list of his forty-
seven communications, of which the titles and number
of the volume they are in may be found in Appendix A.
The style of Mr. Graves’ writing varied with his theme,
but it was always grave and concise, authoritative and
stately. The illustrations in the first volume are principally
his own work, for he drew accurately on stone. Among
these illustrations are ‘“Old Houses, High-street, Kil-
kenny;” ¢ Entrance to Rothe’s House;” ¢ Sedilia and

! Journal, RH.A4.4.I., vol. xL, page 2 Ibid., vl 1v., 4th Ser., p. 174.
200. 3 Ibid, vol. 1., 4th Ser., p. .



IN PIAM MEMORIAM REV. JAMES GRAVES. 21

Aumbry, Jerpoint Abbey ;” ¢ Sedilia, Piscina, and Aum-
bry, Ballylarkin Church;” ‘ Sedilia and Piscina, Callan
Abbey.” These sedilia—of different styles of architec-
ture—are thus preserved to us by his pencil free from
the disfigurement, inseparable from exposure to the
weather, as well as from the more speedy and certain
injury of mischievous persons. In vol. 1. are also repre-
sentations of three cromleacs, and of the Tory Hill
supposed Pelasgian inscription from the original stone
preserved at Woodstock, county Kilkenny.

When first founded, in 1849, it did not appear pro-
bable that the income of the Society would at any period
suffice for printing the papers read at its several meetings,
which at that time were held every second month ; the
columns of the local newspapers were its only means of
record. Among its original members was Joseph Burke,
Isq., Barrister-at-Law, who then held an official position
connected with the county Kilkenny. Mr. Burke became
one of its most zealous supporters and one of the most
energetic members of its managing committee. The
other founders of the Society had not looked to, or hoped
for, the extension of its influence beyond the limits of
the district whose name it bore, and had never contem-
plated in their original design the publication of its
Proceedings in any other form than as they might appear
in the reports of the local newspapers.

At the end of the first year Mr. Burke startled his
fellow-members of the committee by a proposition for
publishing the Society’s Transactions in an illustrated
volume, to be followed annually by a similar issue; he
asserted that the papers read were too valuable to be left
buried on old newspaper files, and that they were of
sufficient importance to establish the Society’s reputation
throughout Great Britain. This suggestion, at first
looked upon as chimerical, was yet, when carried out,
attended with the result its proposer had foretold. It is
no longer a mere county or provincial society, but, under
the patronage of Royalty, counts its supporters and con-
tributors from amongst the learned men, not of Great
Britain and Ireland alone, but also of the continent of
Europe.
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By means of the exchange of its printed publications
the Society is now in connexion with 42 scientific bodies :
11 in London; 22 in England and Wales ; 4 in America ;
9 in Scotland; 2 in Dublin; and 1 in Copenhagen.—
Nascitur exiguus, at opes acquirit eundo. Mr. Burke, who
might be styled the father of the Journal, continued
an active member of the Society up to his death, in
1864.!

The printing of the Transactions having been decided
on, the committee entrusted the duty of editing them to
the honorary secretaries. The impression for 1849 was
limited to 250 copies; for 1850, to 300; that for 1851,
to 500. The ‘'I'ransactions” for these three years,
1849—1851, bound together, form the first volume. It is
extremely scarce, more from the difficulty of obtaining
Part 1 for 1849 than from the scarcity of Parts 2 and 3.
Part 1 has been long out of print—indeed as long ago as
1853. It is rare to be able to obtain a copy of vol. 1. at
any price.

With the year 1856 a new series of the Society’s
Journal was commenced. This step was rendered neces-
sary by the unwillingness of new members to place on
their shelves an imperfect series of the Society’s publi-
cations. The impression of the new series (second)
amounted to 850 copies; yet so numerous had been the
accessions to the Society, that in January, 1857, there
remained but 150 copies on hand. This second series
ran to six volumes. A third series, with an impression
of 800 copies, commenced with the year 1868. Another
(fourth) series, consisting of 1000 copies, commenced
with the year 1870; the seventh volume of this series is
now completed and in the hands of the Fellows and
Members. In Appendix B, the volumes issued up to the
present date are numbered consecutively from the begin-
ning, and in parallel column the corresponding ones of
the several series, so that it can be seen at a glance how
far short thpy are of a complete set.

The writer of this memoir will ever look back with
feelings of pleasure to three special occasions (among

! Journal, R.H.A.A.L, vol. v., N.s., p. 221.
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many others) on which he spent entire days with Mr.
Graves, engaged in those employments in which he shone
to most advantage. One of the days was spent in ex-
ploring amongst the foundations of a dwelling-house of
the ancient but long extinct town of Jerpoint, near the
ruins of the Abbey of that name ; another was devoted
to an investigation of the cave of Dunmore, and an ex-
amination of the bones therein ; the third was passed in
the great sepulchral tumulus of New Grange, county
Meath.

Association with a man of such varied cultivation of
mind, who abounded in practical information on matters
of hlstory, architecture, geology, and botany, and who
was full of folk-lore and native traditions wherewith to
beguile the time, was a privilege as well as a source of
great enjoyment.

PAX MANIBUS.

ARTHUR WYNNE FOOT, M.D.

[AppENDIX.



24

IN PIAM MEMORIAM REV. JAMES GRAVES.

APPENDIX A.

Communications of REv. JaMEs GRAVES fo JOURNAL, with references
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16.
17.

18.
19.
20.

to locality.

VOLUME 1.—1849, 1851.

. Ancient Street Architecture in Kilkenny (p. 41).

. Ancient Corporation By-laws (p. 47).

. Ancient Encaustic Flooring Tiles (p. 83).

. Ancient Seals and Scal-Rings (p. 88).

. Cromleac (p. 129).

. The Bay and Town of Bannow. No. 1. (p. 187).

. Ancicnt Irish Stained Glass (p. 210).

. The Ancient Tribes and Territories of Ossory. No. 1. (p. 230).
. Obscrvations on the Excavation of a Carn at Cloghmanty Hill

(p- 289).

. On the supposed Pelasgian Inscription of Tory Hill (p. 300).
. Extracts from the Household Expenses of James Earl of Ossory

(p. 415).

VOLUME II1.—1852, 18583.

. Ancient Tapestry of Kilkenny Castle (p. 3).
. On the Cross-legged Effigies of the County of Kilkenny (p. 63).
. The Pagan Cemetery at Ballon Hill, County of Carlow (p. 295).

VOLUME III.—1854, 1855.

. Extracts from the Private Memorandum-book of Captain George

E}afuey,) of Kilkenny, an Officer in the Army of James II.

p. 161).

Notes on the Topography and History of the Parish of Hook,
County of Wexford. Part I. (p. 194).

A List of the Ancient Irish Monumental Stones at present exist-
ing at Clonmacnoise (p. 293).

VOLUME IV.—1856, 1857.
(Vorvxe 1. New Serres.)
The Records of the Ancient Borough Towns of the County of
Kilkenny (p. 84).
The Su;’render, in March, 1649-50, at Ballysonan, in the County
of Kildare, to the Parliamentary Forees (p. 110).

On(the3§g;1ding-place of Henry II. in the Harbour of Waterford
p- .
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VOLUME V.—1858, 1859.
(Vorvue II. Parr I. Nuw Series.)

Register of Historical Portraits (p. 232).

The History, Architecture, and Antiquities of the City of Kil-
kenny (p. 322).

VOLUME VI —1860, 1861.

(Vorvme III. NEw SERIEs.)

3. What we learn from Wilde’s “ Catalogue of the Antiquities in

the Museum of the Royal Irish Academy” (p. 247).

Continuation of above (p. 266).

A Journey to Kilkenny in the year 1709. From the MS. Notes
of Dr. Thomas Molyneux, cdited by the Rev. James Graves
(p. 296).

The Taking of the Earl of Ormonde, A.p. 1600 (p. 388).

VOLUME VII.—1862, 1863.
(Vorume 1V. New Skerrss.)

Extracts from the Journal of Thomas Dineley, Esq., giving some
Account of his Visit to Ireland in the Reign of Charles TI.—
Continued, with Notes by the Rev. James Graves (p. 103).

Register of Historical Portraits (continued from vol. v., p. 238),
(p- 138).

Anonymous Account of the early Life and Marriage of James,
1st Duke of Ormonde (p. 276).

VOLUME VIII.—1864, 1866.
(Vorume V. Nrw SERIEs.)

Extracts from the Journal of Thomas Dineley, Esq., giving some
account of his Visit to Ireland in the Reign of Charles II.—
Continued (p. 268).

On a Boulder with presumed Pagan Carvings at Clonfinlough,
King’s Co. (p. 354).

VOLUME I1X.—1867.
(Vorume VI. New SEerIEes.)

Extracts from the Journal of Thomas Dineley, Esq., giving some
Account of his Visit to Ireland in the Reign of Charles II.—
Continued (p. 73).
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Extracts from the Journal of Thomas Dineley, Esq., giving some
Account of his Visit to Ireland in the Reign of Charles II.—
Completed (p. 176).

Some Additional Faets as to the Marriage of James Viscount
Thurles, afterwards Duke of Ormonde, and the Lady Elizabeth

Preston (p. 232).

VOLUME X.—1868, 1869.
(VoLvxe I. Tmigp SERIES.)

Notice of a book entitled, “Beware the Cat,”’ by Robert Mal-
comson, Esq. With Notes by the Rev. James Graves (p. 187).
Unpublished Geraldine Documents (p. 459).

VOLUME XI.—1870, 1871
(VoLvme I. Fourrm SERIES.)

Unpublished Geraldine Documents.—Continued (p. 591).

VOLUME XII.—1872, 1873.
(Vorune II. Fourrm SERIES.)

Notes on an Autograph of the Fair Geraldine (p. 561).

VOLUME XIII.—1874, 1875.
(Vorvme III. Fourtm SERIES.)

The Church and Shrine of St. Manchdn (p. 134).

VOLUME XIV.—1876, 1878.
(Vorvae IV. Fourtm SERIES.)

Unpublished Geraldine Documents (p. 14).
Unpublished Geraldine Documents (p. 157).

On Cup and Circle Sculptures as occurring in Ireland (p. 283).
Bronze Shields (p. 487).

VOLUME XV.—1879, 1882,

(Vorvue V. Fourrm SreiEs.)
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44. On a Sepulchral Slab found at the Reefert, Glendalough, bearing

VOLUME XVI.—1883, 1884.

(Vorome VI. Fourrm Skries.)

an Irish Inscription, and also one in Greek letters (p. 42).
45. The Dambhliag of Achadhabhall (p. 72).

46. Excursions to Muckross Abbey and Innisfallen; Ardfert and

Barrow-n-Eanach ; Aghadoe and Dunloe (p. 310).

47. Excursion to Emania, Tynan and its Crosses, and Caledon Ilill

Demesne (p. 409).

To show the Relation between the different Series of the Jourxar, and the
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,» VIIL,
- IX,,
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o XV,
» XVL,

APPENDIX B.

Volumes numbered consecutively, ab initio.

1849, 1850, 1851.
1852, 1853.

1854, 1855.

1856, 1857,

1858, 1859,

1860, 1861,

1862, 1863,

1864, 1865, 1866,

. . 1867,
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1870, 1871,

1872, 1873,
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1876, 1877, 1878,
1879, 1880, 1881, 1882,
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IV,
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VL,
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IRISH CHURCH BELLS.
(No. IIL)

(Continued from p. 482, Vor. VI.)

By RICHARD LANGRISHE,
VICE-PRESIDENT, R.H.A.A.L,

Menber of the Royal Institute of Architects, Ireland.

Tur ancient Church of St. Audoen, in Corn Market,
Dublin, contains six bells, amongst which are three of
the oldest now hanging in any steeple in Ireland, if not
the oldest of all our cast bells, and therefore of surpass-
ingly great interest to the campanologist.

The Rev. Alexander Leeper, p.p., who has been for
many years Rector and Prebendary of St. Audoen’s,
when applied to for permission to examine these bells
for the purposes of this Paper, cordially responded, and
supplied me with his Handbook to the Church and its
Monuments. This book contains copies of the inscrip-
tions on five of the present six bells, also of that on the
former second bell—which was recast some years ago—
from rubbings taken by John Ribton Garstin, LL.B.,
F.8.A., which verify those made by myself.

The Rev. Christopher T. M‘Cready, »M.A., of St.
Patrick’s Cathedral —who has been Curate of St.
Audoen’s for several years—has also most kindly placed
the old Vestry-book (lately recovered by him) at my
disposal, together with a considerable amount of infor-
mation collected by him, during a number of years past,
from the more recent Vestry-books, and other sources.
A good deal of this information has lately been published
In a series of very interesting articles in The Irish Builder,
and attention has thus been drawn to points which
otherwise might have been overlooked. I propose to
take the bells in their ringing order, from No. 1, or
treble, to No. 6, or_tenor, which will prevent their

chronological order being adhered to ; this, however
1s unavoidable. : i
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The earliest reference to the bells, in the Vestry-
book, is in 1638, and others occur from time to time:—

“ The Curfew Bell.—In a meetinge of the Prebend and parishioners
of St. Audoen’s, it is agreed that the body of the church in both Iles
shalbee paved uppon the charges of those monnies remaininge uppon the
collector’s hands of the monuie that was heretofore cessed for the steeple—
And it is further agreed that the clarke of the parish shall have sixe
o’clock belle tolled every morning and evening at the hour of sixe of the
clocke from henceforth, and the two small bells to ring at eleven of the
clock every day accordinge to the auncient custom, and that curfew shalbee
rung at eight of the clocke at night from Michaelmas until Easter eve
yearly, in consideration whereof the said clarke is to have 3d. of every
parishioner that paies five shillings or upwards by the yeare unto the
parson over and besides the nine pound due unto the said clarke for his
Easter duties.

¢ Dated this 14th of August, 1638.”

¢ Chr. Davis, Prebendarie; Wm. Talbott, John Bamber, Church-
wardens; Thady Duffe, Christr. White, Wm. Ussher, Wi. Bagott,
Christr. Bryce.”

The ringing of the curfew bell was discontinued at
the commencement of the present century.

1658, August 31st. This day the churchwardens, with some of the
Parishioners, mett in the church, and itt was concluded that the organ
pipes which weare left (many havinge been lost, and noe account being
to be gotten of them) should be sold, and the money to be converted
toward the new castinge of two Bells, which are now putt into the
founder’s hands; and the sayd pipes weare accordingly sold to Mr. Webbe
the pewterer, in High Street, in Dublin, att 8d. per pound, amounting to
eleven pounds eight shillings, with which summe they charge themselves.”

¢Ordered the same day that the aforesayd two Bells be forthwith
cast; and the carpenter and smith be agreed withal, for soc much as con-
cerns their worke, in relation to the hanging of them. ' And the Parish-
ioners are hereby assessed in the severall summes to their names
respectively annexed for the defraying of the sayd charge, and for the
hangings of the other three Bells, loftinge the stecple, &e.”

¢ William Lightburne (Minister); Warner Westenra, John Cade
(Churchwardens) ; John Forrest, Samuel Saltenstall, John Samon,
Geo. Gilbert, Dr. Westenra, Sam. Bradwaye.”

“May 3, 1660. At a meetinge this day in the parish Church, the
Minister chose Ald. Peter Wybrant for one of the Churchwardens for the
present yeare, and the Parish chose Sr. W= Usher, Kt. for the other
Churchwarden.”

¢ Agreed then y* y* sayd Churchwardens shall call y* late Church-
wardens, and all other y* have not accounted, and state and auditt their
severall Accounts, and especially y* Accounts concerninge y© castinge of
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the Bells, and reparation of the steeple, and to see how the sayd Bells
may be cast in a sufficient maner, or the moneyes collected to y* purpose
repayed to the Parish.”

« April 21, 1663. Ordered that the Churchwardens out of y® assess-
ment for Repaires pay Mr. Der. Westenra the sum of £17 13s. 54., for
money disbursed by him for the use of the Church, when he was Church-
warden (as appears by his Account), and to secure the Bell metall now
O ¢“Wu. LicorBuRNE, Prebend.”

Derrick Westenra had been churchwarden in 1659.

In the churchwarden’s account, from 25th March,
1667, to the 25th March, 1668, are the following entries
having reference to the bells :—

£ s d.
¢« For nails and mending y* bell wheeles, . . .01 0
To Mr. Snalem y° Smith for Iron worke for y* bells,
and Hookes and chains for y* fire poles, . 17 0
To y* Ringers when wee were sworn, . . 0 2 6
For nails great and small, at severall tymes to mend
y© frame and bell wheeles, . 0 011
For stuff to mend y© bell wheele, 0 2 6
For new bell roapes and mending y* frame, 011 2
For stuff for bell wheeles, g 2 0 0
Gave to y© ringers, . 0 2 6

To more paid att severall times to y* 'ringers for
sweringe the Churchwardens and sidesmen, a stan-
dish for y* Church paper, basketts, brooms, . . 410 9”7

#1643, March 7. Agreed that Mr. Philip Castleton and St. Dutton,
and Mr. John Davis, for the Upper Ward, and Mr. Waller, Mr. David
Fawkner, and Capt. Walter Mottley in the Lower Ward, are chosen and
requested by the Prebendary and the parishioners to collect and gather
up the charitable benevolencies and contributions of all well-disposed
persons, toward the repair of the steeple and spire of St. Audoen’s,
together with the repairs of the Bells, and to add a new tenor, and to fit
up the clock with chimes.

“Cnarces WarsH, Prebend.”

¢ Gro. GILBERT
: Chlurchwardens.”

““JouN DESMYNIERES,

1693, April 17th. Att a Vestry then held by the Prebend, Church-
wardens, and Parishioners, it was unanimously agreed and accepted of,
by the said parish aforesaid, of Mr. Tho. Somerville, and Mr. Clement
Millward, as their Sidesmen and Churchwardens, findes the sum of
Eleaven pounds tenn shillings sterl. and for ever hereafter to be excused
from the services of either Sidesman or Churchwarden, the said Eleaven
pounds to be lodgegl in the hands of Mr. William Baker untill further
«order for y* purchasing of a Bell for the use of the said Parish; and that
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Mr. Dominick Ryan be chosen as Sidesman and Mr. James Mitchell in
Room of the above Mr. Thomas Somerville and Mr. Clement Millward, as
witness our hands.

¢“Jxo. FINGLASSE.

“ Wirriam Baxer, WiLL. TurNER, Churchwardens.”’

1694, April y° 23rd. Att a Vestry then held in the parish Church of
St. Audoen’s, Dublin, by the Licensed Curate, Churchwardens, and
parishioners, it was agreed that the five and twenty hundred weight of
Brass Mettal given by the Right Honourable Henry, Lord Viscount
Sydney, late Lord Lieutenant of this Kingdom (1690-95) to the use of
the said Church for the founding a new Bell be forthwith put into the
hands of Major Henry Paris, to be by him cast into two Bells, that is to
say, one tenor and one treble ; and that all the costs and charges for cast-
ing the same be defraied by the said parishioners, except fifteen guineas
now in the hands of Mr. William Baker, and five guineas now in the
hands of Mr. William Ford, which by act of vestry are to be applyed to
that use.

¢ Frax. Hicoins, Cur®.

¢ ALEXANDER KEANE, N
(W, Hom, Churchwardens.

141699, April y¢ 10th. Att a Vestry legally called, and this day
assembled ‘it was unanimously agreed by the Licensed Curatt Church-
wardens, and Parishioners of the parish of St. Audoen’s, Dubhn that
Mr. Patrick Forbus be exempted from serving Sidesman and Church-
warden in the said parish, that the said money be paid into the hands of
Alderman William Gibbons, William Stowel, William Ford, and Thomas
Somerville, to be applied by them to the use of the Bells to be hung in
the steeple of the parish Church of St. Audoen’s. The summe of Five
pound fifteen shillings is now currant, being paid to Alderman Gibbons,
as treasurer, by the said Patrick Forbus.

“Two. PouvNntiNeYy, Curatt,

::'{%iN ﬁu}:};g, } Churchwardens.’

£ s d
©1786, May 31. The Churchwardens to pay the
ringers as they merit, 6 0 0
The ringers when the Churchwardens are elected to
office, o o . . 0 5 5
Paid Francis Davis for bell- ropes, o 3 &5 3
1787, Nov. 23. Cash paid Henry Rorke in full for
hangmg the bells, and attorney’s fee, . .18 17 4
1788, March 3. Paid to the Ringers on the ng ]
recovery, 9 5 . . . . 0 6 56”7

1790, Feb. 16. It was unanimously agreed that Mr. Richard
Wilson be employed to cast a new treble Bell, he charging the Parish
the sum of one shilling and five pence per 'pound for said bell. At the
same time it was agreed with said Mr. Wilson, that he do allow the
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Parish ten pence per Ib. for old Bell in exchange for new Bell; he also
engages the same bell to be tuneable.” A

«1790, April 15. Paid for weighing the old Bell,. 0 1 4
29. Richard Wilson for new bell and
! . ! . . 2515 6”7

S,I;ndrie’s,,
Having now gone through all the entries referring to
the bells in general, we come to that concerning the
first, or treble. It is 293 inches in diameter, weighs
about 6 cwt., and bears the following inscription,
roughly engraved over the sound-bow in letters 1;
inch high, the founder having evidently forgotten to
stamp it on the mould before casting the bell :—

¢« REV. THOMAS CRADDOCK,! PREBENDARY ; LEWIS HODGSON,
<« THO. HACKETT, CHURCHWARDENS. 1790.”

This bell appears to be the successor of at least
two earlier trebles, for the extracts already given from
the Vestry-book show that there were two small bells
existing in 1638, and that in 1658 steps had been taken
to have two bells newly cast, which were then to be put
into the founder’s hands. It seems, however, from the
order made in 1660, as if there had been some delay
or uncertainty as to the bells having been properly cast.

The next order (of date 1663) would seem to imply
that the bells had been cast at the proper time, but that
some metal had remained over in the churchwardens’
hands. In 1669-70, the bells still secemed to be in need
of repairs, and a tenor bell was wanting. This shall be
referred to again later on.

The next mention of the treble bell is in 1694, when
a new one, and a tenor were ordered from Henry Paris:
the former must have been that re-cast by Richard Wilson,
and now hanging in the steeple.

We now come to the second bell, 32 inches in
diameter, and which is a re-cast made some years ago
by John Murphy of Thomas-street, Dublin, out of the
metal of the old second, which appears to have dated

! Thomas Cradock was installed in St.  erected to his memory in the south aisle
Patrick’s Cathedral, as Prebendary of St.  of the choir. — Monck-Mason’s History
Audoen’s, on the 2nd November, 1776,  of St. Patrick's Cathedral.
and died in 1827, aged 85. A tablet was



IRISH CHURCH BELLS. 33

from 1658. There is nothing particular to be said about
the present bell, but it is well to record the inscription
on its predecessor, as, strange to say, it has not been
reproduced on the new bell. Mr. M‘Cready fortunately
copied it, and states that it was—

SOLI DEO DETUR GLORIA. 1628. DANIEL WELDE,
VERGER AND SEXTON OF CHRIST CHURCH.

It seems more probable that the date was “1658,”
for the figure “ 5" was sometimes made in such a way
that an unpractised observer might easily mistake it for
a “2. Dr. Leeper has suggested that the bell had
been obtained from Christ Church, as the Verger’s name
appeared on 1t, but the more probable surmise is that
he was the founder of it, and having been Verger from
1628 to 1662, might have made it at either date
named. Had the bell been cast for Christ Church,
that Cathedral would most probably have been referred
to as “mvivs : rocL :” and not by name, as will be seen
in the case of St. Patrick’s Cathedral.
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