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axarovorsax. ANCIENT IRISH FAMILIES.

LE BOTILER, OR BUTLER,—LINE OF ORMONDE. EARLDOM CREATED
BY EDWARD III. 1328. ¥

crear ancEstor oN ¥ ale sipr, Theobald TWalter, crier suTLER OF HENRY 11, 1167,

PLATE IV,

Theobald, his only son, 1206, assumed the name Ze Botiler or Butler.
Theobald Le Botiler, his eldest son, 1248, married the eldest daughter of Richar:l de Burgo.
Barons Xe Potiler or Butler, Earl of Carrick. Earls of Carrick and Ormonbde,

1 1 1 2
1) 1299, (C. 2.) 1821, (C. 3.) 1838,
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3T RO T
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- e M. 4. e. Kil-
dare.
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3 4

5 6&7 8
. 4 C. 5.) 1405. (C. 6.) 1452. (C. 7.) 1461, (C. 9.) 1515,
Jn(ncel,“gdm 8. Jn(nes, 8 eldest James, his eld. 8. John, his bro. 8ir Pierce Butler,
(E. of Gowran son. (E. Wiltshire, E. res. in-blood by dese. fr.
from cas. 1449.) L.-lieut. Ed. IV. 2d son of 3d earl,
of that name.) of 1. 1453. (C. 8.) 1478. Resigned earl-
Acquired (1391) Beh. 1461 by par- Thomas, his bro. doms when cre-
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Hir'l'hlo. Boleyne, Thomas, his son, (Bn’ Walter of
8.0f2d d.of Tthe, (Vis. 3 The Black Earl. cas b
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Henry VIIL mond. Poisoned.
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€uarls, Warquises, and Dokes
of @rmonde und Es. of Gss.

ARMORIAL BEARINGS
OF BUTLER, EARL OF ORMONDE,
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our horse so well charged there, that at least three hundred of the
rebels were slain in the street, and the meadow behind the houses,
through which they did run away to their main body, whereby they
were so much discouraged, that almost in twe hours after, their offi-
cers could not get out any more parties to adventure a second assault
upon us; but in the mean space, they entertained us with continued
shot from their body and their field-pieces, till about one of the clock,
that fresh parties were drawn out and beaten back as before, with loss
of many of their men, which they supplied still with others till night;
and in the dark they fired all the town, which was in a few hours
turned into ashes; and in that confusion and heat of the fire, the ene-
my made a fierce assault. But it so pleased God, that we were better
provided for them than they expected, by a relief that came to us at
night-fall from Belfast, of the earl of Donegall’s troop, and a company
of foot, commanded by captain Boyd, who was unhappily slain pre-
sently after his first entrance into the town. And after the houses
were on fire about six of the clock, till ten or eleven, it is not easy to
give any certain account or relation of the several encounters in divers
places of the town between small parties of our horse here and there,and
of the rebels, and whom they charged as they met and hewed them down,
so that every corner was filled with carcases, and the slain were found
to be more than thrice the number of those that fought against them,
as appeared next day, when the constables and inhabitants employed
to bury them, gave up their accounts. About ten or eleven of the
clock, their two generals quit their station, and marched away in the
dark, and had not above two hundred of their men with them, as we
were informed next morning by several English prisoners that escaped
from them, who told us the rest of their men either ran away before
them or were slain; and that there were two field-pieces was thrown into
the river, or in some moss-pit, which we could never find after, and in
this their retreat, or this their flight, they fired Brookhill house, and the
lord Conway's library in it, and other goods, to the value of five or six
thousand pounds, their fear and haste not allowing them to carry any
thing away, except some plate and linen; and this did in revenge to
the owner, whom they heard was landed the day before, and had been
active in the service against them, and was shot that day, and also had
his horse shot under him, but mounted presently upon another, and
captain St John, and captain Burley, were also wounded, and about
thirty men more of our party, most of which recovered, and not above
twenty-five or twenty-six were slain. And if it be well considered,
how meanly our men were armed, and all our ammunition spent before
night, and that if we had not been supplied with men by the timely
care and providence of the earl of Donegall and other commanders
from his majesty’s store at Carrickfergus, (who sent us powder, post,
in mails, on horseback, one after another) and that most of our new-
raised companies were of poor stript men, that had made their escape
from the rebels, of whom they had such a dread, that they thought them
not easily to be beaten, and that all our horse (who did the most exe-
cution,) were not above one hundred and twenty, viz., the lord Con-
way’s troops, and a squadron of the lord Grandison’s troop, (the rest

of them having Leen murdered in their quarters in Tanragee,) and
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about forty of a country troop newly raised, until that of the troop
company from Belfast came to us at night. It must be confessed that
the Lord of Hosts did signally appear for us, who can save with or
without any means, and did by very small means give us the victory
over His and our enemies, and enough of their arms to supply the
defects of our new companies, besides about fifty of their colours and
drums. But it is to be remembered much with regret, that this loss
and overthrow did so enrage the rebels, that for several days and
weeks after, they murdered many hundreds of protestants whom they
had kept prisoners in the counties of Armagh and Tyrone, and other
parts of Ulster, and tormented them by several manners of death.
And it is a circumstance very observable, that much snow had fallen
in the week before this action, and in the day before it was a little
thaw, and, frost thereupon in the night, so that the streets were covered
with ice, which proved greatly to our advantage; for that all the
smiths had been employed that whole night to frost our horses, so
that they stood firm, when the brogues slipt and fell down under their
feet. For which, and our miraculous deliverance from a cruel and
bloody enemy, how great cause have we to rejoice and praise the name
of our God, and say with that kingly prophet—<If it had not been
the Lord himself who was on our side when men rose up against us,
they had swallowed us up quick, when they were so wrathfully dis-
pleased at us. Yea the waters of the deep had drowned us, and the
stream had gone over our soul; the deep waters of the proud had gone
over our souls; praised be the Lord who has not given us over for a
prey unto their teeth: our soul is escaped even as a bird out of the
snare of the fowler: the snare is broken and we are delivered. Our
help standeth in the name of the Lord who hath made heaven and
earth. Amen.”

The army of Ireland consisted at that time of fourteen troeps,
amounting to 943 horse, and of forty-one independent companies,
making 2297 foot.* Only three of these troops, lord Conway’s, lord
Grandison’s, and colonel Chichester’s, were allowed to remain in the
north; lord Wilmot’s and Sir W. St Leger’s, with the presidents of
Connaught and Munster, and all the rest, were summoned to Dublin.
Notwithstanding the obstinate refusal of the lords-justices to send re-
inforcements to the north, either from the wish of allowing the rebel-
lion to spread, or as Sir W. St Leger asserted, “that they were so
horribly afraid of their own person$, that they thought the old army
and all the new raised forces little enough for their security;” the small
bodies that were under the command of colonel Chichester, lord Mont-
gomery, Sir W. Cole, &c., &ec., kept the rebels on the defensive, and
prevented them from maintaining their ground in the north. About
the middle of April general Monroe landed at Carrickfergus with
2500 Scots, when he was joined by lord Conway and colonel Chiches-
ter, with 1800 foot, besides horse. They at once directed their march
to Newry, from which the rebels fled as they approached, and the
castle was surrendered to them without any opposition. It was found
to contain only half-a-barrel of powder, and about sixty muskets.

* Carte.
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During the remainder of this year Monroe remained quite inactive, |
and the regiments under colonel Chichester, Sir Arthur Tyrringham, |
the lords Claneboy and Ardes, &c., were left in so totally destitute a
state, without pay, provisions, or ammunition, that they could do but
little, and were with difficulty kept from disbanding; while their com-
manders were gradually exhausting their own fortunes in maintain-
ing them.

On the arrival of Conally in 1644, with the letters of parliament
pressing them to take the covenant, lord Montgomery, Sir Robert
Stewart, Sir William Cole, colonel Chichester, &c., called a meeting in
Belfast to consider what should be donme, and privately agreed among
themselves, without entering into particulars with the parliament, to
preserve their inviolable allegiance to the king, to obey the orders of
the marquess of Ormonde, and not to accept the covenant nor any com-
mander over them. j

After Monroe and his officers had with great solemnity taken the
covenant in the church of Carrickfergus, the Scotch clergy traversed
the country in all directions, pressing it upon the soldiers and inha-
bitants with as much zeal and earnestness as if their salvation depended
upon it, and in many instances refusing to give the sacrament to those
who rejected it. On hearing of these proceedings the lord-lieutenant
and the council sent positive orders to all the colonels in Ulster to
publish the proclamation against the covenant at the head of their
respective regiments. The colonels were aware not only of the strong
infatuation that existed upon the subject, but also that most of their
own soldiery had already accepted it; but yet, with a brave defiance
of the consequences, Sir Robert Stewart, colonel Chichester, colonel
Hill, and the commanding officer of lord Conway’s regiment, had
| their regiments drawn out, and respectively read the proclamation.
When colonel Chichester had finished it, ¢ one of his captains, a lieu-
tenant, and about thirty of the common soldiers, protested publicly
against it, and declared that, if no public act had been done by their
colonel against the covenant, they would never have taken it (as now
they would) nor have deserted him or his commands. The colonel
could not but take notice of this insolence; but all that he could do
to punish it was to suspend those officers from their commands for the
present, not daring to proceed with greater rigour, because he was not
| provided for defence, and every bit of bread that his men ate, came
through the hands of the Scots.” The wants of the army became
every day more pressing, and colonel Chichester made so strong a ’
representation of them to the lord-lieutenant, that he, on his own pri-
. vate credit, raised £300 and sent it to colonel Chichester for the im-
| mediate relief of his garrison in Belfast, and promised farther supplies
| as soon as they arrived from England. He also gave him authority to
act as he judged best respecting the refractory officers and soldiers, but
observed that he had always found “round dealing with the Scots full
as available as connivance, and that he should be bold with them if they ‘
l were in Dublin” A very few days, says Carte, “passed before the |
| colonel, with all his lenity, suffered as much mischief as ever he appre- }
hended from severity, and found by experience that connivance at
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public insolences is the most improper method in nature to procure
obedience; and that impunity, instead of engaging 9ﬁ'enders to a
greater fidelity, only emboldens them to commit new erimes.”
Monroe having received a commission from the English parliament
under their new seal, appointing him commander-in-chief of the
English as well as Scotch forces in Ulster, Sir James Montgomery
(who had received information on the subject) sent to summon a
meeting of the commanding officers of the different districts in Belfast,
which place colonel Chichester commanded. They met on the evening
of the 13th of May, but adjourned their consultation to the following
morning. Late at night a soldier of colonel Chichester’s regiment
came from Carrickfergus with intelligence that Monroe had given
orders to some Scotch regiments to be inreadiness to march on Belfast
at two in the morning. Colonel Chichester instantly gave orders to
have all the guards doubled, and called out every officer in the garri-
son upon duty. As an additional security, scouts were sent out to
aseertain the state of the country, and to give the earliest notice of
his approach. They returned at six in the morning, asserting that
they had gone within three miles of Carrickfergus, and that the whole
country was in the most profound tranquillity. Trusting to this
treacherous statement, the additional guards were incautiously dis-
missed, and the officers who had been all night. on duty were allowed
to retire to rest. Silently and treacherously Monroe approached, and,
having corrupted the scouts, he had also previously made arrangements
with the sergeant of the guard who kept the gate at that side of the
city, to admit him and his followers, so that he was enabled to cross
the town without any interruption, and when he arrived at the gate
at the other side of the city, leading to Lisnegarvy, he directed his men
to possess themselves of the cannon and bulwarks, and to take the
guards prisoners. Colonel Chichester, made in the same moment
aware of the loss of the town and the uselessness of opposition, sent
some of the other colonels to inquire the meaning of Monroe’s
hostile movements. He answered, that as colonel Chichester had
thought proper to publish a proclamation against the covenant,
which implied that all those who had taken it should thenceforth be
considered as traitors; he did not conceive that those who trusted to
his protection would be safe without his having a garrison of his own in
the place, and that he had accordingly taken that course as the only
one left open to him. He immediately desired that all colonel Chi-
chester’s men, except those who guarded his own house, should leave
Belfast, and took measures for the custody of the city. He then pro-
ceeded to Lisnegarvy, whither Sir Theophilus Jones had gone the
preceding evening, and, supported by the fidelity of the garrison, had
taken such effectual means for its defence, that Monroe, after a confer-
ence with colonel Jones, in which he found that the soldiers were not
to be corrupted, thought it better not to tarnish his bloodless laurels,
and returned to Belfast. Thus a second time, in so short a period,
had that small town, by its loyalty, fidelity, and bravery, resisted the
attacks of two armies, overwhelming in their numbers, and opposite in
their principles and discipline. Colonel Chichester, indignant at tle
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unfair advantage that had been taken of him, weuld not condescend to
accept of the privilege allowed him of residing in his own castle, but
went to England to complain of his wrongs.

The position of affairs in the north, along with the disaffection of ‘
the army, making his return there useless,he removed to Dublin and was
sworn in a member of the privy council. His great fidelity in the royal
cause, joined to his long services, induced the marquess of Ormonde, |
in 1645, to write a letter to the king, reminding him of those claims, |
and suggesting his elevation. We extracta portion of it: ¢ You have
been graciously pleased of late to reward some that have either served
your majesty actually, or suffered for you eminently in their persons or
fortunes, with new creations or with additions of honour in this kingdom.
That colonel Arthur Chichester hath missed such a mark of your ma-
Jjesty’s favour, I conceive to have heen through his own modesty, and
my not representing his personal merit. If he outlives his father he
will be among the foremost of the viscounts of this kingdom in place,
and (I am sure,) beyond them all, except one, in fortune, though he be
for the present deprived of the latter for his faithfulness to your ma-
jesty’s crown, the same means by which his uncle got both it and his
honour. He hath served your majesty against the Irish rebellion since |
the beginning of it; and when, through an almost general defection of
the northern army he was no longer able to serve your majesty there,
he came with much hazard to take his share in the sufferings of your
servants here, and with them to attend for that happy time that (we
trust,) will put us in a condition to contribute more to your service
than our prayers. If your majesty shall think fit to advance this
gentleman to an earldom, I conceive that of Dunnegall, a county in
the province of Ulster, wherein he shall have a good inheritance, is
fittest, which I humbly offer to your majesty’s consideration, as a part |
of the duty of

“ Your majesty’s, &c.
“ ORMONDE.”

The king, upon this representation, created him earl of Donegal,
with limitation of the honour to the issue male of his father; his own
children, of whom he had thirteen, being dead, excepting two daugh-
ters, the youngest of whom survived him. In the year following he
had a heavy domestic calamity in the death of his second wife, Mary,
daughter of John Digby, first earl of Bristol, by whom he had had
seven children. He had lost his first wife, Dorcas, daughter of John
Hill, Esq. of Honiley, when he was only twenty-four, after she had
given birth to a daughter. His third wife was Letitia, only surviving
daughter of Sir William Hickes, bart. of Rookshall in Essex.*

After the restoration he was made captain of a troop ‘of horse, and
Custos Rotulorum Pacis in the counties of Antrim and Donegal. In
June, 1661, he took his seat in the first parliament after the restora-
tion, and was appointed governor of Carrickfergus. In 1666, a
variety of plots were carrying on through the three kingdoms by the
fanatics; and in Ireland they found minds predisposed to mutiny, both

* Lodge.
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from temperament and from the very bad pay of the soldiery. Strong
indications of insubordination showed themselves in Carrickfergus,
which were soon quieted; but being too leniently put down, sootlzled
in place of being coerced, a second mutiny broke out the following
month, in which all the privates of four companies, who were quar-
tered there, rose in a body in defiance of their corporals, and seized
on the town and castle of Carrickfergus; and when the governor, the
earl of Donegal, endeavoured, by fdir means and by offers of mercy,
torecall them to a sense of their duty, they answered most arrogantly,
and rejected the pardon which he volunteered. They framed a de-
claration, in which they endeavoured to incite other garrisons to fol-
low their example, and they had the audacity to enclose this to lord
Donegal along with a paper containing their demands. The duke of
Ormonde, on receiving the first intimation of this outbreak, sent his
son, the earl of Arran, with four companies of his guards, by sea to
Carrickfergus, with positive orders to the earl to make no farther
offers of mercy, as he considered it indispensable to the peace of the
kingdom to make some examples. Lord Arran had a stormy passage,
but arrived at Carrickfergus on the 27th of the month, and landed
without any opposition. He was immediately joined by the earl of
Donegal and the mayor of the town, who told him there was a party
within anxious to seize upon one of the gates, and admit him, if he
would make an attack upon the rebel garrison. The garrison, anxious
to gain time for plundering the town and securing the provisions,
sent to demand some hours for deliberation as to their future course;
but lord Arran having intimation of their intentions, caused a party
instantly to advance and demand admittance. This they obstinately
refused, and a brisk fire at once commenced, the town being well sup-
plied with men. Lord Arran quickly came up and forced an entrance,
with the loss of only two men, while many of the rebels fell, besides
their ringleader of the name of Dillon. Most of the officers belong-
ing to these companies had been absent on leave, but on their return
the garrison submitted, and hung out a white flag for the purpose of
obtaining a parley. They let down two of their men by ropes; one of
whom offered to persuade his comrades to surrender without condi-
tions if his own life should be spared. Lord Arran rejected the base
proposal, and refused to accept of a surrender, unless on an absolute
submission to the lord-lieutenant’s mercy, “to save or hang as many
of them as he pleased.” They asked for a few hours to consider such
hard terms, which being granted, and at the same time any modifica-
tion of them denied, they delivered up the castle at the appointed
hour, which, besides being strong, was found to contain a month’s pro-
visions for the garrison, had they continued to hold out.

On the arrival of the duke, he held a court-martial on 110 of the
offenders, nine of whom were executed.

The remaining years of lord Donegal’s life passed in comparative
tranquillity; and in 1674 he married his daughter and ultimate heiress
to lord Gowran, son of the duke of Ormonde, who, however, from
early dissipation, quickly fell into a declining state of health, and died,
leaving no children. The eldest daughter of the earl had been married
in 1655 to John St Leger, and became mother to the first viscount
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family of MacDonell, and settled in the county of Tyrone where he
died in 1449, leaving seven sons. From these descended several
branches of the Stewart family in this country. Of these the oldest
was created lord Avondale, to which title in the course of descent,
were added the titles of Ochiltree next, and then Castle-Stewart.

The branch of this family, of whom we are now more especially to
speak, is not traced to its root in the parent stem, with the distinct-
ness we could wish. But the connexion is undoubted and not remote.
We must here be contented to follow the example of most historians,
and all heralds, whose skill in tracing out the cobweb lines of pedigree
is not more admirable than the sleight of hand, by which obscure dates
and lamentable chasms are shuffled out of view; so that the conceal-
ment of ignorance indicates a degree of skill not less useful than the
discovery of truth.

In the reign of James I, the Stewarts of Newtown-Stewart and
Culmore, in the county of Tyrone, were distinguished by their ability
and courage, of both of whom we shall here give an account.

Sir William was the elder brother, and an undertaker to a very
large extent in the county of Tyrone at the time of the plantation of
Ulster. There he made considerable improvements, and built several
castles and flourishing villages. He was knighted for his useful and
efficient conduct in the short rebellion of O’Doherty; and, in 1613,
represented the county of Donegal in parliament. By privy seal in
1423, he was created baronet.

When the rebellion of 1641 broke out, he received a commission to
raise one thousand foot, ard a troop of horse, for the security of the
country. With this body of men he gave Sir Phelim O'Neile three
remarkable defeats. Near Strabane, as he was on the point of setting
fire to the town of Raphoe; on the mountains of Barnesmore; and
lastly, a bloody and decisive rout, June 16th, 1642, which we have
noticed in our memoir of Sir Phelim, and in which the great army
which had been collected from all the northern counties, was put to
flight, with the loss of five hundred men. Sir William died some
time about 1662, the latest date at which we can discover any historical
mention of him, or of his brother Robert, whom we are now to notice.

Robert Stewart was the second brother of the same family; and
was a gentleman of the privy chamber to James I. He received large
grants in the counties of Leitrim, Cavan, and Fermanagh. He was
made a colonel by king Charles; and, in 1638, was appointed to the
command of Culmore castle. He was in the following year returned
member of parliament for the city of Londonderry; and in 1641,
obtained a commission to raise one thousand foot, and a troop, for the
king’s service. He was made also governor of Derry, on the death of
Sir James Vaughan in 1643, and on the 3d June, in that year, obtained
a memorable victory over the rebel commander, the celebrated Owen
O’Neile. The particulars of this battle must be the trophy of the
victor, we shall therefore give a brief account of them here.

Owen O’Neile was on his march through the county of Monaghan,
with three thousand two hundred men, of which force one thousand
were immediately with him, the remainder were in attendance upon a
large collection of cattle and fugitives, which it was his intention to
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* escort into Leitrim and the bordering counties. = Stewart, having ob-

tained intelligence of his approach, hastened to overtake  him, and
after a very severe march, came up with him on the borders of Fer-
managh, at a place called Clonish. He had with him his own regi-
ment, and Sir William’s, with some companies from Derry, and from
the regiments of Sir W. Balfour, and colonel Mervyn. When his
approach had been 'ascertained by O’Neile, he posted his main body
to the best advantage, in a strong pass, under a veteran officer of his
own name, and advanced with his cavalry to reconnoitre. Sir Robert
was about a mile from the enemy when he was apprized of these par-
ticulars: he ordered a halt that his men might breathe and take some
refreshment. After this, he marched on till he came in sight of the
rebels—they were drawn up behind a pass through a narrow stone
causeway which O’Neile had lined with musqueteers. Sir Robert
detached a strong party to force this position; their approach was met
by O’Neile’s cavalry, which came rushing over the causeway, and a
very smart encounter took place: but the Irish were at last driven
back—and their retreat pursued by Stewart’s horse. For a moment
the advantage was doubtful ; the last horseman of the Irish had
scarcely passed over the causeway, when the pursuers were saluted
by a tremendous fusilade from the musqueteers within. The cavalry
retired, but it was to make way for the forlorn hope, who charged
impetuously in, and carried all before them—the whole of the English
cavalry were at their heels, and in a few moments again charging
the enemy’s horse on the other side of the pass. For some minutes
now the battle raged with great fury and little method. Captain
Stewart, the leader of Sir Robert’s troop, and probably either his
son or his nephew, engaged hand to hand with Owen O’Neile: the
combat was interrupted—the combatants were too important to their
respective parties to be allowed to fight it out—the battle rested for
an instant on the result of a blow, when Stewart was charged on one
side, and wounded, while by a lateral shock his horse was borne to
the earth.

In the mean time, Shane O’Neile, whom his commander had posted
in the rear of the cavalry, in the strong pass already mentioned, saw how
matters were going on. He advanced with his twelve companies to
support the cavalry already beginning to break and give way. Sir
Robert saw this movement, and quitting the cavalry which he had
headed, he put himself at the head of his own regiment of foot and led
them on to charge the advancing infantry of his antagonist. They
were bravely received, and both parties rushing together with the ani-
mosity of the occasion and age, strove with a brave and sanguinary
desperation for a full half hour. At last, as the second regiment of the
English had made their way, and were ready to advance to the aid of
their companions, the Irish suddenly gave way and fled with such pre-
cipitation as to break the order of their own body of reserve, which was
coming up to their aid. All fled together, and the English horse exe-
cuted tremendous havoc on their flying companies as they ran. In
this battle the loss of Owen O’Neile was very great: numbers of his
best men were slain, and, what was far worse, most of his foreign offi-
cers were either killed or taken.
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The loss of the English was but six killed, and twenty-two wounded;
but Sir Robert Stewart was by no means in condition to take further
advantage of his victory. His supplies were spent, and he was obliged
to disperse his forces to their several stations, and return to London-
derry. O’Neile pursued his way to Charlemont: the people flocked
about his standard every mile of the way; before he had reached Mohil,
his forces showed no sign of the slaughter of Clunies. They were, it
is true, unarmed; but the supreme council sent him arms and ammu-
nition, and he soon took the field as strong as ever.

We shall now pass on more glancingly through the rest of Stewart’s
career. Most of the circumstances we shall have to relate in future
detail. In 1644, he was one among the colonels who agreed in a
resolution against taking the covenant which the parliament ordered
to be taken by the army.

In 1648, he was, by the vicissitudes of events, opposed to the par-
liamentary army in Ireland. And as he commanded the important
fort of Culmore, which was the key to Londonderry, he was an object
of much close watchfulness, and fell into a dexterously contrived snare
—which is indistinctly related by Lodge, who refers to Carte, but
must have found his half-told story somewhere else. Carte simply
mentions, that ¢ Sir Charles Coote,” (son of the person already com-
memorated in volume IL) ¢ treacherously seized on Sir Robert Stew-
art’s person, forced him to order his castle of Culmore to be delivered,
and then sent him a prisoner to London.” Lodge mentions that he
was inveigled into Derry, to a baptism at a friend’s house, and ¢ insi
diously taken,” and with colonel Mervyn, who was similarly taken, de-
livered to colonel Monk, who sent them to London,—adding that colonel
Monk, afierwards by some artifices, got possession of Culmore:—a,
statement which may be as true as Carte’s, but is not the same. Carte’s
observation should not be here unrepeated:—¢ This treatment of so
gallant an officer, after a course of sufferings for so many years, and
of services greater than any other commander then in the kingdom
had performed, highly incensed the old Scots, and all the forces that
had used to serve under him.”

When the war was ended by the success of the parliamentary forces,
and an act was passed for the settlement of Ireland, Stewart was
expressly excepted from pardon for life or estate. He lived neverthe-
less to see brighter days after a long and dreary interval of adversity.
The year 1660 brought with it the restoration; and the merit and suf-
ferings of Stewart were among those which escaped the cblivion of
the heartless and selfish Charles. He was appointed to the command
og' a company, and soon after made governor of the city and county of

eI‘I'y-

From this we find no further mention worthy of note; and as he had
run a long course from the year 1617, in which we find him recorded for
his faithful services to king James, to the restoration, we may presume,
that he had attained a good old age. From the Ordnance Survey of
Derry, we also find that in 1661, he was succeeded in his government
by colonel Gorges, appointed May 6th, 1661. It is therefore the high
probability that his death occurred in the same year.
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and the award of policy or vindictive feeling was lenient or severe,
according to the circumstances of the case. Chiefs who had not laid
aside the pretensions of kings, and who had the power of maintaining
these pretensions to a troublesome extent, were looked on with indul-
gence: their gratitude conciliated, their turbulence overlooked, and
their outbreaks controlled and pardoned. Thus it was, that in the
latter end of the sixteenth century, great rebellions, which covered the
land with blood and fear, passed away without effecting those forfeit-
ures of life and land which so soon after became their certain conse-
quence. Much indeed, as the historian may feel at the passing away of
illustrious families of ancient time—his sense of expediency and justice
must tell him, that the peace of society and the vindication of the law
by which order subsists, is more important still; and in looking upon
the operation of a system of civilizing change, essential to the future,
but attended with immediate disadvantage to a few, he cannot without
an abandonment of every true social principle, wish it had been other-
wise. The institution of just and equal law, on the one only principle
upon which human ecaprice, the errors of uncertain policy, and the
fierce and constant workings of those latent springs of disorder by
which every class is pervaded can be controlled, must ever depend on the
certainty, that the law cannot be violated without the forfeiture of
those rights of which it is the security. v

During the long life of the lord Mountgarret, the state of Ireland
was widely changed. The laws of England had been established to
the full extent that such a step was practicable. Their administration
necessarily subject to great abuses, was yet productive of vast ame-
Jioration in the condition of the people. Had they been much sooner
enforced, the consequences must have fallen with lamentable severity
upon the aristocracy of the land, as their full operation must have
visited with extreme penalties a large class who had attained to im-
perfect notions of the difference between right and wrong. But from
the rebellion of Tyrone, the mind of the Irish aristocracy had rapidly
expanded, and the various letters and documents of the Irish nobles of
every class exhibit no deficiency in the constitutional knowledge of
the age. Ireland had made a step in advance, which does not seem
to have ever been thoroughly appreciated.

The rebellion of Tyrone did not,with all its bloodshed and wide-
spread devastation, materially alter the condition of men who for
their private ends had caused the death of thousands, and overwhelmed
the country with waste and famine. In 1599, we find the lord
Mountgarret a lord of the pale, defending the castles of Ballyragget
and Coleshill against the queen’s forces, and in 1605 he receives the
special livery of his estates, as if he had been in the meantime a student
at the temple, or serving under Carew or Mountjoy. From this his
name is for some years lost in general history, but being a person of
active habits, he was probably making himself useful in preserving
order, and introducing improvement in his own immediate vicinity.
In the parliaments of 1613 and 1615, his conduct was prudent, and
attracted the approbation of king James. This seems confirmed by
the fact, that in 1619, he had in consideration of loyal services, & con-
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firmation of all his estates, with the creation of several manors, and
various lucrative and valuable privileges.*

On the commencement of the rebellion in 1641, he was joined in
commission with the earl of Ormonde, for the government of the
county of Kilkenny, and upon the earl’s removal to Dublin, the county
was entirely committed to his charge.

A rumour had however been sedulously propagated, that the govern-
ment entertained designs hostile to the Roman catholic lords of the
pale. This inauspicious rumour was diffused by the agents of the
leading persons and parties, who were at the time engaged in matur-
ing the outbreak which so soon followed: it was loudly affirmed by
Moore and his associates, and much favoured by the suspicious con-
duct of the lords-justices. A concurrence of untoward circumstances
originated, and kept up a misunderstanding, which every word and
act on either side confirmed. The aristocracy of Munster and the
Roman catholic lords of the pale, equally fearful of the popular lead-
ers and distrustful of the government, beset with surrounding dangers
from revolutionary conspirators, a plundering and lawless populace,
and a circumventing and iniquitous administration, quickly perceived
that their safety must depend upon their strength; it was quite appa-
rent that to'sit at ease as indifferent spectators would not be permitted
by either party. Accordingly, these noblemen, early on the appear-
ance of rebellious indications, offered their services ; and among others,
lord Mountgarret offered to raise a thousand men, to arm them at
his own expense, and command them against the rebels. The offer
was not accepted; the lords-justices in their terror, ignorance, and in
the narrowness of their bigoted policy distrusted these noblemen,
and the consequence of their distrust was that they would neither
employ them against the common danger, nor allow them to protect
themselves, but acted towards them with an arbitrary and incon-
siderate exertion of authority, which conveyed insult, and seemed
to menace danger. Having first put arms into their hands for the
defence of their families and the pale, they next recalled those arms,
and summoned them to appear at the castle. These lords had power-
ful inducements to draw them into rebellion, and were strongly urged
to that perilous course by the nature of their connexions. Neverthe-
less, with the more than doubtful exception of lord Mayo, they had
kept apart from every overt manifestation of a disaffected character,
and strenuously asserted their adherence to the king and the govern-
ment, until it became too evident that the only proof they could give
of their loyalty was to stand unprotected between two hostile powers.
To be the first victims of rebellion, or be received on the doubtful
footing of distrust by a government, of which the previous conduct
had been such as to prove they were not themselves to be trusted.
To give effect to these circumstances, rumours were in active circula-
tion on both sides. Among those who were impressed with the
notion that it was the design of government to extirpate the Roman
catholics, lord Mountgarret was one; he has himself furnished an ex-
pesition of his own motives, we lere extract it with some corroborative

* Yodge, iv. p. 52.
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statements from Archdall. The letter to the earl of Ormonde runs
thus:—

“My lord—Since I have been forced in this general cause by
the example of some, as innocent and free from infringing of his
majesty’s laws as myself, who have been used in the nature of traitors,
I forbore for avoiding your displeasure, to acquaint you with my
proceedings and other motives therein: but now, for fe'ar of being
mistaken by the state concerning my loyalty, and presuming of your
lordship’s favour and good méaning towards me, I make bold to send
you here enclosed, an exact remonstrance of those principal grievances
that have procured this general commotion in this kingdom ; where-
with I shall humbly desire your lordship to acquaint the lord-justice
and council, to the end they may by a fair redress of them, prevent
the fearful calamities that doubtless shall ensue for want thereof. It
is not my case alone, it is the case of the whole kingdom; and it hath
been a principal observation of the best historian, that a whole nation
how contemptible soever, should not be incensed by any prince or
state, how powerful soever, as to be driven to take desperate courses,
the event whereof is uncertain, and rests only in the all-guiding power
of the Omnipotent. This has been most lively represented by the
French chronicler, Philip de Comines, in the passage between the duke
of Burgundy and the Switzers. I will not press this matter further,
(a word is enough to the intelligent,) and I cannot harbour any thought
of your lordship, but that you are sensible of the miseries of this king-
dom, whereof you are a native, and do wish the quiet and tranquillity
thereof: I do, for a further expression of my own sincerity in this cause,
send your lordship here enclosed my declaration and oath, joined with
others, which I conceive to be tolerable, and no way inclining to the
violation of his majesty’s laws, whereof I am and always will be very
observant, as becomes a loyal subject, and

“ My lord,
“ Your lordship’s humble servant,
“ MOUNTGARRET.
«25th March, 1642.”

T'o this letter of lord Mountgarret’s, we add Archdall’s comment:—

«In confirmation hereof, it appears from the deposition of Willian.
Parkinson of Castlecomer, Esq., that so little was his lordship’s in-
clination to take up arms against his majesty, that Walter Butler of
Poolestown, Walter Bagenal of Dunleckney, and Robert Shee of Kil-
kenny, Esq., were the chief instruments that made him do so; and so
high was the insolence of those rebels grown, that the deponent had
read a petition of one Richard Archdeane, captain of the Irish town
of Kilkenny, and the alderman of the city, directed to the lord
Mountgarret and his council, desiring (among other things,) that
Philip Parcell of Ballyfoile, Esq., his lordship’s son-in-law, might be
punished for relieving the protestants. Also, the titular bishop of
Cashel, Tirlogh Oge O’Neile, brother to the arch rebel Sir Phelim,
and the popish citizens of Kilkenny, petitioned the rest of the council
of Kilkenny, that all the English protestants there should be put to
death; whereunto Richard Lawless in-excuse answered, that they were
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all robbed before, and he saw no cause that they should lose their
lives; and at divers other times, where it was pressed that the Eng-
lish should be put to death, the lord Mountgarret with his son
Edmund, and his son-in-law Parcell, by their strength, means, and
persuasions, prevented it.”

Having made this representation, which we believe truly to repre-
sent the case of the Roman catholic lords of the pale, Mountgarret
advanced with a large train of his connexions, and of the gentry of the
county, and seized on the city of Kilkenny, where he publicly declar-
ed the motives of his conduct. He then issued a public proclamation,
commanding his followers to respect the life and property of the Eng-
lish inhabitants. By his influence and personal vigilance, he gave
effect to this order, and prevented the commission of those crimes which
it must have demanded much authority and watchfulness to repress.

It is now quite apparent that though such a distinction could not
then have been noticed, and though it did not praetically appear for
a long time after, that this rebellion was composed of two parties,
distinct in their character, principles, and motives, though combined
by a common direction and common hostility to the Irish government.
The native chiefs and their immediate party, whose aim was as we
have fully explained to recover the lands and power of their ances-
tors, revenge injuries real or supposed, and root out the English
name, authority and religion: at the head of these was Sir Phelim
O’Neile. And secondly, the Roman catholic nobles, of whose motives
Mountgarret may be here offered as the representative. These
parties are not more distinguishable by their characters and declared
motives, than by their entire conduct. The party of Sir Phelim,
unconstrained by any principle but the passions which led or drove
them from crime to crime, were formidable for their butcheries of
the unarmed; their exploits in the field were few and doubtful, and a
few regular soldiers never failed to overmatch their utmost numbers.
On the other hand, the war assumed a military character under
the command of Mountgarret, Castlehaven, and other lords of their
party, presenting a formidable front, fighting desperate battles in
the field, and abstaining from butcheries and massacres, perfidious
stratagems and treasons under the pretext of every falsehood. So
determined was lord Mountgarret for the prevention of crime, that
finding it difficult to impress the people with any sense of respect for
property, he showed an effective example by shooting Mr Richard
Cantwell, a gentleman of great influence, and a friend of his own
family, when he saw him joining in plunder. Such in the beginning
is the traceable division in this long rebellion, which, as it pro-
ceeded through many desolating years, split into so many armed and
mutually hostile parties.

Having seized Kilkenny, lord Mountgarret sent out his parties to
secure other towns in the surrounding country; and in one week, he
was master of nearly all the towns of Kilkenny, Waterford, and Tip-
perary. Waterford submitted to his son Edmond Roe Butler; this
city had shut its gates a month before against the Wexford rebels;
Butler was rcceived with willingness. No violence was here com-
mitted on life or goods, no one was disturbed; several protestants
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expressed a desire to depart,and they were permitted totake their entire
property, without guestion. Callan and Gowrlan were at the same
time and as peaceably secured. Clonmel, Carrick, and Dungarvan,
were seized by Butler of Kilcash, second brother to the earl of
Ormonde, in a manner so orderly and free from violence or plunder,
as seemingly to deprive rebellion of its horrors. The impression
made by this unusual conduct upon the surrounding country, led in
one instance at least, to a dangerous confidence. Theobald Butler,
the baron of Ardmaile, seeing the facility with which places were to
be taken, privately assembled a large gang of his own people, and
proceeded to take possession of Fethard. Hacket, the sovgreign of
the town, suspecting nothing, without any hesitation admitted him
with a few friends; he was seized in his own house, and the keys of
the town taken by Butler, who let in his undisciplined rabble to the
number of a thousand, with clubs, pikes, and skeans. There were
nine English in the town, these were seized and confined, and their
entire property collected and shut up in the castle. Happily, the
account of this transaction came to the ears of lord Dunboyne, who
the next day came and dispersed the rabble, and restored the English-
men to their freedom and property. They were then sent off to
Youghal, and other places at their own choice. Of these, two were
protestant clergymen, one Mr Hamilton, was sent to the countess
of Ormonde, by whom he was protected with his family; the other
(Mr Lowe, vicar of Cloyne,) made a less fortunate selection. He
made it his desire to be conducted to the house of a Mr Mockler,
who was his landlord, in the vicinity. He was under the delusive
expectation that the rebellion would presently pass away, and that
there was no occasion to remove far from home. He was kindly
received by Mr Mockler. Some little time after, Mockler had occa-
sion to go to Clonmel, and Lowe, for what reason is not known.
accompanied him to Fethard. On parting company, Mr Mockler
trusted him to the protection of a Mr Byffert, a person who was con-
sidered safe. At night, a carpenter of the name of MacHugh, with
some others, attacked him in his bed, murdered him, and carried him
out in the quilt to the bridge of Crompe, where they threw him into
the river. Mr Mockler and Mr Byffert had an active search for the
murderer, and MacHugh was soon caught and committed to prison.
He escaped, but thinking himself safe in the general license of the
time, returned and was again seized, on which he confessed the murder
and was executed.

From such enormities this part of the country was kept compara-
tively free, by the humanity and firmness of the noblemen who headed
the rebellion there. The Tipperary gentlemen and those of the sur-
rounding baronies, met in the beginning of January, to consult upon
the means of raising an army. It was agreed that every gentleman
should raise as many cavalry and as well equipped as they could;
that these levies were then to be formed into regular troops, and
their pay provided for. Lord Skerrin was chosen lieutenant-general,
and the command in chief offered to lord Mountgarret. He took the
command, drew together a large body of men, and marched into Tip-
perary, where a junction with lord Skerrin placed him at the head of
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nearly eignt thousand men. To these, additional numbers were
added under different leaders from the county of Limerick.

Lord Mountgarret, at the head of this numerous but not well ap-
pointed force, held on his way towards the county of Cork. He sat
down on the way before the castle of Cnockordane, which quickly
surrendered on capitulation. It is a frightful feature of the historv
of this rebellion, that it is thought necessary by the historian to assure
us emphatically that the capitulation was “honourably observed.”*

Having entered the county of Cork, he was observed by Sir Wil-
liam St Leger, who did not think fit to attack him, but desired a con-
ference. This was a ruse de guerre. While Sir William kept the
rebel lord in conference, he contrived to have his arms and military
stores removed from Doneraile and other depots in the vicinity,
which would otherwise have fallen into the hands of the rebels. Lord
Mountgarret now appeared to have the whole country at his disposal,
when an obstacle on which he had least calculated arose. Lord
Fermoy, whose influence in this county was as considerable as that
of Mountgarret in his own, refused to submit to his command, and
was supported by all the principal gentry of the county. On this
lord Mountgarret turned and marched back to Kilkenny.

It was thought, and we cannot doubt it, that this incident gave a
turn to the rebellion. Had lord Mountgarret at the time pursued
his own success, there was nothing to resist him, he must have seized
on Munster with all its places of strength, and would have been in a con-
dition to follow up the same course all over Ireland, before the capri-
cious and grudging hand of government would or could have raised
any sufficient defence. The gentry of Cork disagreed among them-
selves, and when the pretensions of Mountgarret were questioned,
other pretensions were discussed, and, before any thing could be
agreed, the efforts of St Leger, the Boyles, and the Barrys, began
to be effective in putting the country into a defensible state; their
raw levies were armed, disciplined, and inured to military hardships
and privations, and the time for a combined opposition passed away.

It was in this interval that the siege of Drogheda already related,
took place.

The next memorable incident of lord Mountgarret's history, is
the battle of Kilrush, within a few miles of Athy. He had taken a
position near the bridge of Mageny, when the English troops under
the command of the earl of Ormonde, were observed marching up at
some distance. Mountgarret had his unbroken army of something
above eight thousand men, commanded under him by lords Skerriw,
Dunboyne and others, and the advantage of a peculiarly strong posi-
tion. The movements of the English were such as to show that their
commander was fully aware of the advantages of his enemy. The
earl of Ormonde in fact had decided against the attack, but came to
the resolution of passing on towards Dublin; he anticipated an effort
to intercept his march, and for this he made his dispositions. These
we shall relate further on. His troops had not marched fir when
lord Mountgarret saw his advantage, and came to the resolution of

* Curte.
W 2 A Jitp
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not throwing away the occasion for a decisive blow; three miles further
on there was a pass through which they must march, and there he
determined to meet them. For this purpose leaving the enemy on
the left, Mountgarret led his army round the bog of Killika, by which
the pass near Ballysovanan was approachable by a short cut, and not
being encumbered with baggage, it was his hope to secure the pass
before the earl of Ormonde could come up. In the mean time the
enemy was not idle, and a column of cavalry led by Sir T. Lucas,
came onward at a brisk pace. After a couple of miles hasty march-
ing, Mountgarret approached the pass, a low hill had for some time
shut out the view of the English troops, and he had not perceived
the progress they had made, his mortification was therefore great
when he found that Lucas had outmarched him; the pass was seized,
and he was forced to halt. He had yet the advantage of a strong
position, and if his soldiers were to be trusted the enemy had nothing
to hope from an attack, they could at best escape.

But the earl of Ormonde had little notion of such an alternative,
his movements told of battle. He was drawing up his little army
and making the most masterly arrangements at the foot of the hill,
within two musket shots of Mountgarret and his people. It could
be seen that he was sending off his messengers, and disposing his com-
panies and his baggage in the places best adapted for their respective

_characters.

Seeing all this Mountgarret drew up his men in two divisions,
rather with the design of maintaining his strong position, than of
attacking his enemy; and while he was thus engaged, Sir C. Coote,
and Sir R. Grenville, came up with their companies, and Sir T.
Lucas took a position on the left of his position with the cavalry.
These had no sooner fallen into their places, than the earl of Ormonde
with his four companies came on to the charge at a rapid pace.
Their approach was for a few minutes retarded, and they were
thrown into some confusion, by an unexpected obstacle. When they
had cleared .about half the distance between them and the Irish,
they came upon a hedge and a hollow way which obstructed
their advance. They were however suffered to retrieve their order
of attack, by moving round these impediments so .as to form inside
the hedge. The fight now commenced with a distant firing, which
did no damage to either side. This had not lasted above half an
hour when a gap was found at some distance in the hedge, through
which Sir T. Lucas and Sir R. Grenville were enabled to lead the
cavalry, so as to charge Mountgarret on the left. The Irish did
not stand the charge, but turned and fled in great confusion towards
the bog which lay at the foot of the hill; the cavalry which had beeu
posted to protect their flanks, stood for another charge led by Gren-
ville, on which they turned and joined their companions.

Mountgarret commanded in the right wing, which was composed
of his best men, and yet stood their ground. Against these lord
Ormonde led his troop of volunteers and three hundred foot com-
manded by Sir J. Sherlock; they fired several vollies as they came up
the hill, which were received with steadiness; but as they were on
the point of crossing their pikes, Mountgarret’s best men turncd
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and fled over the hill for their lives, nor stopped to breathe till they
reached the bog where they found their comrades.

In this battle Mountgarret lost seven hundred men, and as they
were cut down chiefly in their flight, the loss on the other side was
but twenty. After such a defeat, it is probable that he retained no
great reliance on the efficiency of this unwieldy and undisciplined
mob, which could be beaten against all possible disadvantages by a
handful of soldiers.

He returned to Kilkenny, in the hope of effecting a more organized
as well as extensive resistance. He was there appointed president of
the supreme council organized in this year (1642), to methodize their
proceedings and supply the place of government to the country. Of
* this we shall give a brief account in the next memoir, which may be
considered as the commencement of a new chapter of events.

He did not however allow the civil station which thus enlarged his
influence in a party, which at this time, as we shall hereafter show
more at large, was fast attaining weight both in counsel and arms,
to detain him from enterprise in the field. The insurrection had
assumed a more specious character both from the accession of intrinsic
advantages, and still more, from the occurrences of English history,
which must at the time have had considerable effect in confusing
the question of authority. When it became doubtful in whom was
vested the powers of the sword and balance, rebellion must have
assumed a fairer name, and lifted up a prouder front—another act of
this bloody tragedy was now to commence.

On the 18th of March, 1642, lord Mountgarret took his share in
the battle of Ross, between Preston and the ear] of Ormonde. In the
following year his name occurs in the capture of Borras. He was also
with lord Castlehaven, and many other of the rebel lords, at the siege
of Ballynakil. This siege commenced in November 26th, 1641
and is chiefly memorable for the extreme sufferings of the garrison
and inhabitants, who were left to their own miserable resources, and
held out with the most slender subsistence, and even without arms.
At their surrender, upwards of ore hundred and fifty had perished
* rather from want and disease, than the weapon of the foe. On this occa-
sion, as on every other, lord Mountgarret is to be distinguished not
less for his humanity, than for his attention to the relief of distressed
protestants.* The offices of humanity were at the time rendered diffi-
cult, by the continual increase of angry and fanatic passions. He
did not long survive their termination. After his death, which hap-
pened in 1651, he was excepted from pardon by Cromwell’s act for
the settlement of Ireland in 1652. He was buried in St. Canice church
in Kilkenny.

PATRICK, NINTH LORD DUNSANY.
BORN A. D. 1588—D1ED A. D. 1668,

WE have already mentioned the conduct of the Roman Catholic
noblemen of the pale, and the rash and unfair treatment by which they
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were forced into rebellion. Among these, none other held a more
respectable place than the noble lord whose name precedes this article.
We however notice him here, not for any high prominence, either in
his individual character, or for his achievements in peace or war,
but as he merits commemoration for his humane and manly conduct
during a time, and under circumstances of unparalleled emergency and
distress. We also take the occasion which a brief and summary notice
will afford, to insert a paper of his writing which may assist in eluci-
dating and authenticating to the reader’s satisfaction, some observa-
tions we have made, and more we shall hereafter have occasion to
make on the conduct of the government in that period which must
occupy our attention through this volume.

The reader is already acquainted with the history of this ancient
family. The ninth lord Dunsany was born in 1588. He had not com-
pleted his ninth year, when, according to Lodge, his father died.
We do mnot, of course, profess to comprehend the rule by which Mr
Lodge has made the computation. But as he places the father’s death
in 1603, we should observe, that by the common method of reckoning,
the young lord must have attained his fifteenth year. His mother
was murdered on the 9th March, 1609. A female servant was exe-
cuted for the murder; but some time after, a man who was condemned
for some other felony, confessed himself to have been her murderer.

This lord Dunsany was present at the parliament in 1613. He was
rated at one hundred pounds to the subsidy granted to the king in
1615. In 1617, he surrendered his estates, and obtained a new title
by grant from the king, and a few years after obtained considerable
additions to his estate in the King’s and Queen’s counties, and in West-
meath, in consideration of lands surrendered to lord Lambert in the
north. His lordship bore an active part in the parliamentary pro-
ceedings of 1634. 1]

We now approach the period in which he comes under historic notice.
On the breaking out of the rebellion of 1641, he promptly presented
himself before the lords-justices, and offered his assistance for the sup-
pression of the rebellion. The offer was not accepted. The lords-
justices commanded him to go home, as they at that time did every
other lord who was under the same circumstances, a Roman catholic,
or not of their own immediate party. Lord Dunsany returned home
for the protection of his family, and manned his castle—which soon
became the refuge of the hunted and persecuted protestants—and
even for the miserable and insufficient soldiery which was kept up
in the county of Meath. Having made Dunsany castle a place of
strength and security, he repaired with his family to his house at
Castlecor, which he also strengthened in like manner for a general
sanctuary for the persecuted and defenceless. While resident at this
place, many occurrecnces put his courage, firmness, and humanity to
the proof, and as they have been registered among the depositions of
witnesses on their oath in courts of justice, may be regarded as per-
manent testimonials of his worth. During the siege of Drogheda,
the Irish besiegers were highly discontented with the protection given
by his lordship to the persons and property of the English; so much
so that the peoplebegan to say that he kept a hornet’s nest of Eng-
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lish about him. On one occasion, a gentleman of the name of Crant,
whose life appears to have been pursued with some inveteracy by his
enemies, had taken refuge under the shelter of Castlecor. The noble
lord was kardly pressed to give him up on various pretences, but
refused to trust the assurances of those who sought him. He assured
the most forward of these, that he would rather lose his own blood
than betray any gentleman who fled to him for refuge. And shortly
after, when it was necessary to remove the persecuted Crant from
Castlecor, his noble protector would not trust him to a guard, but
kimself escorted him to Dunsany castle.

Notwithstanding this manly and beneficent conduct, lord Dunsany
presently became himself the object of a most cruel, oppressive, arbi-
trary, and unmerited severity. On the 20th February the king’s pro-
clamation was landed, ordering the submission of the Irish lords and
gentry, and saving the privileges and immunities of those who should
within a given time come in. With this proclimation in his pocket,
lord Dunsany, who had in no way transgressed, and whose family had
been uniformly among the foremost in adherence to the crown, amid
the troubles of every period, came to Dublin and offered himself before
the lords-justices; he asserted his innocence, his reputation for loyalty,
and the great hazards he had incurred thereby. The justices sent
him to prison, and ordered an indictment against him on a charge
of high treason; and, to render the case more secure, they ordered
that his trial should proceed in the inferior courts, which then admit-
ted of a greater variety of obscure resources, and were less within
the daylight of the public eye. The means of corrupting the ad-
ministration of justice were also various, and employed without mea-
sure or remorse by the official characters in the reigns of James and
Charles: of this we have offered one flagrant case, and might have
adduced enough to fill a volume, had such been our object. We here
insert lord Dunsany’s petition to the parliament, as containing a clear
and authoritative account of these incidents of his life.

« To the right honourable the lords spiritual and temporal in
parliament assembled. The humble petition of Patrick,
lord baron of Dunsany.

“ Showing,

“That after the prorogation of the session of parliament, held in
Dublin in 1641, your suppliant repaired home expecting a commission
with others, to parley or treat with the northern Irish, then in rebel-
lion; but no commission issuing, and the rebels with great power and
strength ruining and overrunning the whole country, posted to this
city and addressed himself to the late lords-justices, informing them of

the condition of the country,and craved their adviceand aid; was, never- -

theless, commanded home again, upon his allegiance, without any aid
or help, to defend himself the best he could; upon which your suppli-
ant repaired to Dunsany and manned that house, which became the
only sanctuary for the distressed English and his majesty’s army in
that part of Meath, which he yet had kept from the malice of the
enemy; and having so done he parted thence, and took his wife and
children with him unto his house at Castlecorre, adjoining to the
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O’Renys’ country,and there likewise manned and maintained said house
against the rebels, until the beginning of March following, and in the
time of his abode there, did preserve both the lives and goods of a
great number of English protestants, their wives and children, and
from thence conducted them unto this city, to the great hazard of his
own life, as many of them now in this city will testify, and did openly,
in all the time of his residence in that country, protest against the re-
bellion and the movers thereof, dissuading many that would have gone
into action not to go, nor to adhere unto the actors, and being no
longer able to live there, about the time aforesaid, parted thence, and
sent his wife and family, with such of the English as staid with them,
unto Dunsany, by night, himself having taken another way unto this
city, to tender himself unto the then lords-justices, which he did the 8th
of the said month, voluntarily to satisfy them of the condition he lived
in, and to acquit himself of either having heart or hand in that action,
or in any sort adhering to the actors, by delivering the threatening
letters sent him by the rebels, that they would prosecute him as an
enemy, with fire and sword, if he would not assist them by sending
men and means to the siege of Drogheda; which, rather than he would
do, did hazard his life, in travelling by night out of all roads, there
being several ambushes laid for him; and for his loyalty, had his own
daughter, and his son’s wife (being both great with child) stripped and
sent home naked; and his said house at Castlecorre, after his parting,
with all his goods and furniture, to the value of four thousand pounds,
burned and destroyed. And although your suppliant did so voluntarily
tender himself, upon the assurance of his own innocency with a desire
to serve his majesty, was notwithstanding committed to prison, and
after indicted as a rebel, when as the king, out of his wonted clemency,
had published, in January before, under his royal hand and privy
signet, a proclamation of grace to all that would lay down arms, and
submit unto his mercy; of which your suppliant at the worst was
most capable (of any,) in regard he was the first that tendered him

self to his highness’ service, and never took up arms against him, nor
offended any, but relieved all that came in his way; and, after endur-
ing eighteen months’ imprisonment, his whole estate (except Dunsany)
being destroyed by the rebels, was, by order of his majesty, among
others, released, but was, though without order from his highness,
bound over unto the king’s bench, it being no proper court for his
trial, and as yet standeth bound to appear there in Michaelmas term
next, and so will be perpetually bound over in that kind, unless this
honourable house takes some order for his relief. And for as much
as your suppliant, being a member of this house, to have suffered in
this kind, without your orders or privity, he conceiveth the same to

* be a great breach of the privileges of the house.

¢ And therefore humbly imploreth your honourable aid, and favour
Lerein, by presenting his sufferings unto the lord-lieutenant general
of this kingdom, and in the mean time, to admit him his place and
vote in the house,
“And he will pray,” &c.

The parliament was prorogued on the same day that this petition
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was presented. And he obtained no redress till the restoration. A
provision was then inserted in the act of explanation, by which the
commissioners for the execution of that act were directed to restore
to his lordship his seat, and one third of the whole estate of which he
had been possessed on the 22d October, 1641.

This lord died in his 80th year, in 1668,

LETITIA, BARONESS OPHALY.

DIED A.D. 1658,

W have already in our notice of Sir Charles Coote, had occasion
to mention a remarkable instance of firmness and courage in the con-
duet of this illustrious Irishwoman. We did not then wish to digress
to a sufficient extent, to insert the whole correspondence which occur-
red between her ladyship and her besiegers. It is no less illustrative
of the time in which she lived than of her personal character, and
may be advantageously read by any one who desires thoroughly to
view the events and the social state of Ireland, in a period in some
respects unlike that in which we live.

This baroness was granddaughter to Gerald, eleventh earl of Kil-
dare, and only daughter of Gerard his eldest son, who died before his
father. She was created baroness Ophaly, and was heir general to
the house of Kildare, and inherited the barony of Geashill. She
married Sir Robert Digby of Coleshill, in the county of Warwick.
Sir Robert died in 1618, leaving the baroness a widow with seven
children.

With this family her ladyship lived in the castle of Geashill, in
honour and respect with her neighbours and dependants, and like
many noble and virtuous ladies who only require the occasion of cir-
cumstance to render them illustrious by the display of those high and
generous virtues with which the Creator has so liberally endowed the
gentler and purer sex, performing in contented privacy the duties of
mother to her children, and of a kind and considerate mistress of her
household and tenantry, until 1641, when the country fell into that
disordered state,in which goodness and gentleness could be no protec-
tion. But the daughter and heiress of the Geraldines was also the in-
heritress of the fearless spirit of her race, and when the rudeness of
that most degrading period suggested the hope of finding an easy
prey in the feebleness of an unprotected lady, her brutal assailants
met with a resistance worthy of commemoration in the record of
history.

Geashill had in earlier times belonged to the O’Dempsies; and we
find the name of four Dempsies among those who subscribed to the
summons which the baroness first received from the rebels. On this
occasion, Henry Dempsey, brother to the lord Clanmalier, with others
of the same family, opened their proceedings with the following
paper, of which the intent demands no explanation.

“ We, his majesty’s loyal subjects, at the present employed in his
highness’s service, for the sacking of your castle, you are therefore to
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deliver unto us the free possession of your said castle, promising faith-
fully that your ladyship, together with the rest within your said castle
resiant, shall have a reasonable composition ; otherwise, upon the non-
yielding of the castle, we do assure you that we will burn the whole
town, kill all the Protestants, and spare neither man, woman, nor
child, upon taking the castle by compulsion. Consider, madam, of
this our offer, impute not the blame of your own folly unto us. Think
not that here we brag. Your ladyship, upon submission, shall have
safe convoy to secure you from the hands of your enemies, and to lead
you whither you please. A speedy reply is desired with all expedi-
tion, and then we surcease.

“ Henry Dempsie; Charles Dempsie; Andrew Fitz-Patrick; Conn
Dempsie: Phelim Dempsie; James MacDonnell; John Vickars.”

To this summons, she returned this answer:—¢“1I received your
letter, wherein you threaten to sack this my castle by his majesty’s
authority. 1 have ever been a loyal subject, and a good neighbour
among you, and therefore cannot but wonder at such an assault. I
thank you for your offer of a convoy, wherein I hold little safety; and
therefore my resolution is, that being free from offending his majesty,
or doing wrong to any of you, I will live and die innocently, I will do
the best to defend my own, leaving the issue to God; and though I
have been, I still am desirous to avoid the shedding of Christian
blood, yet being provoked, your threats shall no whit dismay me.”

« After two months,” (writes Archdall) ¢the lord viscount Clan-
malier brought a great piece of ordnance (to the making of which,
as it was credibly reported, there went seven score pots and pans,
which was cast three times by an Irishman from Athboy, before they
brought it to that perfection, in which it was at Geashill), and sent
another summons to her ladyship in these words:—

% Noble Madam, It was never my intention to offer you any injury,

_before you were pleased to begin with me, for it is well known, if I

were so disposed, you had not been by this time at Geashill ; so as I
find you are not sensible of the courtesies I have always expressed
unto you, since the beginning of this commotion; however, I did not
thirst for revenge, but out of my loving and wonted respects still
towards you, I am pleased and desirous to give you fair quarter, if
you please to accept thereof, both for yourself, children, and grand-
children, and likewise for your goods; and I will undertake to send a
safe convoy with you and them either to Dublin, or to any other of
the next adjoining garrisons, either of which to be at your own elec-
tion; and if you be not pleased to accept of this offer, I hope you will
not impute the blame unto me, if you be not fairly dealt withal, for I
expect to have the command of your house before I stir from hence;
and if you please to send any of your gentlemen of your house to me,
I am desirous to confer thereof at large. And so expecting your
speedy answer, I rest your loving cousin,
“ LEwis GLANMALEROE.

“P.S. Madam, there are other gentlemen now in this town, whose
names are hereunto subscribed, who do join and unite themselves in
mine offer unto you,
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how it prospered, presuming you would rather make use of it for
your own defence or against enemies, than to try your strength
against a poor widow of your own blood; but since you have bent it
against me, let the blood which shall be shed be required at their
hands that seek it; for my part, my conscience tells me that [ am
innocent, and wishing you so too, I rest your cousin. -

“LETTICE OPHALEY.”

She was further menaced by Charles Dempsie, who wrote the fol
lowing letter, with a design of sending it to her that afternoon, but
being beaten out of the town, he was prevented, and it was found in
one of the houses.

“ MADAM,

«“] do admire that a lady of your worth and honour as you con-
ceive yourself to be, should in so regardless a sort, instead of matters
of conscience in your letters, use frivolous and scandalous words, ex-
pressly nominating us your enemies Glanmaleroe Kearnes, and that,
in that letter written this very day unto Sir Luke Fitzgerald desiring
his assistance to the number of fifty men, which should quash and
cashier us here hence, he being your enemy no less than we, seclud-
ing kindred, not prophaneness of religion. Nay, your ladyship was
not formerly abashed to write to William Parsons, naming us in that
letter unto them, a mixt multitude. Remember yourself, madam,
consisting of more women and boys than men. All these letters
before your ladyship shortly shall be produced. Both the mes.
sengers we have intercepted, together with your letters, and do
detain them as yet prisoners, until such time as thereof we do certify
your ladyship, which at the present we thought to -do expedient.
They are, therefore, censured to death, and this day is prefixed fo
their execution, your ladyship by your letters desires novelties. Hear
then, Chidley Coote (correspondently to the intent of your letters to
Parsons, coming to your aid), being intercepted in the way, was
deadly wounded, ten taken prisoners, his ensigns taken away. One
Alman Hamnett’s man, if he come safe with his message, (as I hope
he will not), will confirm this news. Had the character of these
letters of yours been either Lloyd's or Hamnett’s, that politick en-
gineer and the adviser of quillets, (by him that bought me), no other
satisfaction should be taken but their heads; though, as the case
stands, Hamnett lives in no small danger for manifold reasons.

¢ CHARLES DEMPSIE.”

But notwithstanding all these menaces and attacks, she held out
with great spirit, until fetched off safe by Sir Richard Grenville, in
Qctober, 1642, after which she retired to Coleshill.
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RANDAL MACDONELL, EARL OF ANTRIM.
BORN A. D, 1609—DIED A. D. 1682.

Or the ancestry of the Macdonells we have already had occasion to
take notice. The person we are now to commemorate is one of the
many whom fortune rather than any inherent merit has made eminent,
more by the conspicuous display of the ordinary passions and weak-
nesses incidental to our nature, than by wisdom, courage or virtue.

He was educated in England, where he early recommended himself
at court by the specious attractions of person, manner, and imposing
pretensions. These advantages were greatly improved by his marriage
with the widow of the celebrated George Villiers, duke of Bucking-
ham, by means of which he was enabled to appear with great splen-
dour at the English court, and was introduced to the favour of the
queen.

When the troubles in Scotland broke into war in 1639, this lord was
forward to offer his services, which were accepted by the king, who
was about to march into Scotland, against the covenanters with the
duke of Argyle at their head. The earl was in the habit of speaking
in lofty terms of the power and influence which he possessed in Ireland,
and proposed to levy a considerable force of Ulster men, and make a
descent on the Scottish Isles; over which he presumed that his own
descent from the “lords of the Isles ” gave him no small influence. He
was thus to effect a diversion, so as to occupy the attention of the
duke of Argyle on one quarter, while the king’s army should make
their approaches on the other. He was sent into Ireland to make his
levies; but whatever service might have been thus effected by a more
discreet and capable person, Antrim was utterly devoid of all the
essential qualifications. His very forwardness to embark in a great
design appears to have been but the effect of the want of all conception
of the real difficulties to be encountered, and like many sanguine and
shallow persons he was rather actuated by a blind self-confidence than
by any distinct conception of his design. His imposing language which
deceived the king, and it is probable himself, had little weight with the
penetrating and masterly intellect of Strafford, then the lord-lieutenant
of Ireland. Besides other objections, which we here omit, to his plan,
Strafford on conversing with the earl at once discerned his entire ig-
norance of military affairs, and his incapacity for any service that needed
forecast, prudence, discretion and experience inthe conduct of affairs.
The ear] had, he found, entered upon an extensive and hazardous under-
taking without any consideration of the means by which it was to be
effected, and strongly remonstrated against both the project and the
man. But Antrim’s friends at court were all powerful at the time;
the weighty influence of the queen was exerted for him, and the earl
of Strafford was strongly pressed by the king to forward the under-
taking. On this, every thing was put in train, and every assistance
was given to the earl of Antrim; the organization of his army was
projected and officers appointed, and emissaries were sent off to the Isles
to concert a rising with the Maedonalds. After all this pomp of pre-
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paration, it was but too apparent that the earl had overrated his power
in the north; he was only enabled to attend the king’s expedition with
a force small in point of number, but fortunate in not being put to the
proof. The English and Scottish armies having come in sight of
each other, the king was prevented by his generals, who had no great
wish to fight for him, from offering battle; and the reputation of An-
trim was allowed to continue untarnished for other trials.

After the treaty of peace (signed on this occasion), the earl accom-
panied the king to Oxford, and returning to Ireland sat in the parlia-
ment 1640. After this he continued to live in Ireland, sustaining the
character for which he was by nature best fitted, by magnificent and
popular hospitality, until the growing troubles rose to a height in-
compatible with the peaceful pomps and vanities of life. His countess
was compelled to take refuge in England, and again filled a distinguish-
ed place in the favour of queen Henrietta and her court. The character
of the earl was assailed by the scandalous aspersion of having
joined with the rebels, but this malicious charge was repelled by the
strong testimony of Parsons, who was the witness of the harmlessness
of his deportment in Dublin. In the commencement of the rebellion,
his lordship is honourably to be distinguished for the humane and active
assistance he gave to the distressed protestants, whose condition was
then more deplorable than it afterwards came to be in the further
stage of the war. Nor can we trace his lordship in any overt pro-
ceeding of a political tendency, till the spring of 1642, when having
visited his property in the north, he was probably worked upon by the
enthusiasm of his own dependents to form high expectations from the
favourof the northerns. With the facile and prurient inflammability of a
warm fancy and over-weening self-confidence, he at once began to
reckon on the effects of his own authority and influence, by which he
hoped to convert a rebel multitude into a royal army devoted to the
interests of king Charles. In this expectation he was doomed to meet
with disappointment; the rebels were pleased at the accession of a
name so well suited to give speciousness to their favourite pretence
of royal authority. But they saw easily through the ostentatious and
feeble spirit that tried in vain to assume an ascendant over their minds.
He was indeed too good for them, and too incapable either of going the
whole length iu atrocity which they uniformly sought in their leaders,
and without which no one long continued to have any authority among
them; neither had he the craft necessary to temporize, or to suppress
his own temper and opinions. Disgusted with their cowardly mas-
sacres, which fell entirely on the unarmed and defenceless, upon whom
they wreaked vengeance for the severe and often too sweeping justice
of military judges; he was loud in the expression of his horror, and
condemned their entire conduct, in a tone that plainly manifested an
entire unconsciousness of all their peculiar objects and passions. He
was prompt and liberal in relieving the distressed and hunted protes-
tants, and it was but too plain that however desirable the accession of
the rebel army might be to his lordship’s private views, he was not ex
actly the person they wanted. An instance of his meritorious activity
in this character occurred during the time when Coleraine was besieg-
ed by the Irish armyin 1641, when he prevailed with the Irish officers
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so far as to allow the people of the town to graze their cattle for three
miles round; and was permitted to send in large supplies of corn to
the starving inhabitants.

The earl failing to turn the rebels to his own purposes was not
induced to embrace their motives or adopt their cause. So far from
this, he raised a regiment of his own tenantry; but these plain proofs
of loyalty were not in these uncertain times sufficient to protect him
from becoming the object of suspicion. Monroe having entered the
county of Antrim, considered the reports which had circulated of his
commerce with the rebels and the fact of his being a papist, sufficient
excuse to commit an outrage upon him not unworthy of Sir Phelim
O’Neile.

Dunluce castle was the stronghold and residence of the ancient family
of M‘Quillan, the ancient chiefs of that district, and it was as leader
of a Scottish army that the ancestor of the earl of Antrim had expelled
these ancient proprietors, and obtained possession.of their rock and do-
main. Here the earl was residing when he received a visit of seeming
compliment from Monroe, the general of the Scottish force in” Ulster.
Monroe was welcomed with all the frank hospitality, and entertained
with all the splendour of his generous but unobservant host. The en-
tertainment was not well over when the signal was given, and the
astonished earl seized and hurried off a prisoner, while the castle
and domain were plundered by his cold-minded and plotting captor.

He was so fortunate as to escape from Monroe and fled into England,
where he waited on the queen at York. It was at the time when the
king’s friends were labouring to procure a cessation of arms in Ireland;
Antrim was, as was natural to him, soon led to put forward his notions
of his own efficiency to promote this design, and was presently sent
into Ireland with instructions; but he was taken ou his landing and
imprisoned by Monroe in Carrickfergus, where he lay for some months,
his enemy all the time drawing his rents and remaining master of his
whole possessions, without the slightest heed of the king’s letters to
command restoration. Once more the earl succeeded in escaping from
his enemy and reached Oxford again, December, 1643.

It happened then, as is known to the reader, that the marquess of
Moutrose was endeavouring to raise an army to create a diversion in
Scotland, so as to draw back the army which had marched into kngland,
and was at the time in treaty with the parliament. Antrim was con-
sulted,and engaged ‘“that if the king would grant him a commission,
he would raise an army in Ireland, and transport it to Scotland, and
would himself be at the head of it; by means whereof, he believed all
the clan of the Macdonells in the Highlands might be persuaded to
follow him.”* To this a ready consent was given, and the king by privy
seal created him marquess of Antrim, 26th January, 1644.

The marquess with his characteristic disregard of circumstances,
adopted the means which must be admitted to offer some specious ad-
vantages for his purpose. His conduet was in principle the same
which had on the previous occaston, already mentioned, involved him
in the proceedings of the rebels; but circumstances had widely
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every privation and peril without murmuring. Lady Forbes, with lady
Seaton, who had also taken shelter in the castle, wrote letters to
the besiegers to entreat permission for some of the poor people that
were within to go out and eat grass and herbs; they were answered,
that “they would keep ther in till the ravens did eat their guts.”
It was idly fancied by some of the poor people who had taken refuge
within the walls, that their children might be permitted to go out
unmolested to feed on the grass abroad, and under this delusion, two
children were sent out. But the mistake was quickly ended, the chil-
dren, eager for food and ignorant of the daunger they incurred, went
out without fear, and perhaps happy to feel themselves free; they had
not proceeded many steps when they were fired upon by the reckless
desperadoes, whose concealment they approached: one fell dead, the
other was wounded. Immediately after, a poor woman, whose hus-
band had fallen into their hands, went out with the devoted courage
of her sex to beg his life—she had three children, of whom the
youngest was at the breast—the mother and her sucking child were
slain, with one of the elder children, but the other escaped. At last,
after much negotiation, lady Forbes obtained terms. The rebels were
s0 anxious to obtain possession that they were glad to obtain it at the
expense of their revenge, though upwards of eighty of them had been
shot from the castle walls during the siege. They permitted lady
Forbes, with two hundred and twenty persons to march out with their
wearing apparel and arms to Trim, which town they reached in safety,
but after great hardships by the way; and from thence they escaped to
Dublin.*

During the commonwealth, Sir Arthur Forbes adhered to the royal
cause, and served in Scotland against the parliamentary troops, when
they were commanded by Monlk, from whom the royalists sustained a
defeat, and were soon reduced.  On this he returned to Ireland, where
he was permitted, in accordance with the articles to that effect, be-
tween Monk and lord Lorne, to enjoy his estate if not disposed of.
And as it appeared that he was quite unconnected with the rebellion
in Ireland, his lands in the counties of Longford and Leitrim were re-
stored.

When the Restoration was beginning to occupy the expectations of
the country, Sir Arthur was sent by Coote to king Charles to invite
him into Ireland. He was received with the utmost kindness as a
known supporter, and dismissed with such commissions for the Irish
loyalists as he had been directed to demand in case of the king’s re-
fusal to come in person.

His subsequent commissions during the long interval of broken rest,
in which it was vainly endeavoured to restore the nation by settle-
ments and commissions, we must here be content to enumerate from
Lodge. After the restoration, he was appointed among the commis-
sioners of the court of claims for the execution of the king’s declara-
tion, which appointment was repeated 1662. In 1661 he was returned
to parliament for Mullingar. In 1663, when a conspiracy was formed
for the seizure of Dublin, and several other towns, as already related

# Archdall,
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in this volume,* Sir Arthur discovered, and by his great alertness and
vigilance frustrated the intentions of the conspirators in the north,
having seized and imprisoned Staples member for Derry, who was the
leading conspirator; upon which the soldiers returned to their duty,
and the remaining conspirators took refuge in Scotland. In 1670,
Sir Arthur was sworn of the privy council, and appointed marshall of
the army: he was allowed £687 8s. 4d. per annum pay, and a retinue
of one trumpeter and thirty horsemen; in addition he was allowed
£600 per annum secret-service money. In 1671, and again in 1675,
he was appointed to the then high Jdignity of one of the lords-justices
of Ireland; and in the last-mentioned year, he was created baron Clane-
hugh and viscount Granard.t

After many services and honours, unnecessary to mention here, he
was in 1684 raised in the peerage to the dignity of earl of Granard,
and lieutenant-general in the army. In which post king James II.
allowed him to continue; but difficulties soon arose in the execution
of his duties as one of the lords-justices, which caused him to apply
for his dismissal.

In our memoir of the duke of Ormonde we have already had occasion
to notice the circumstances which indicate the secret course of the policy
of king Charles and his brother, afterwards James 1I. The brothers
were both Roman catholics—Charles in secret, James without reserve:
the former was in truth of no religion; but the latter was not only
sincere but bigoted in his faith, and a zealot to the church of his adop-
tion. Charles, though indolent, averse from business, and still more
so from the clash of creeds and parties, easily comprehended the
impossibility of reconciling the English people to a popish king, and
during his reign kept up a decorous reserve by the help of the natural
indifference and insincerity of his nature. He shrunk from the conflict
to which the duke of York and his priests were constantly endeavouring
to urge him; and while he lived, though it is now easy to discern the
early course of the political events which afterwards hurled his
family from the throne, yet in point of fact the contest was not begun,
nor is there any cause to predicate that he was likely to be seriously
disturbed in his profligate and licentious reign, unless it be considered
that as he grew older and more indolent, other counsels of a more de-
termined character were beginning to assert their sway, and the duke
of York, more zealous and active, though far less prudent, had actu-
ally commenced bis career. Ireland was not without reason considered
to be the safest ground to begin upon, and long before the period at
which we are now arrived, lord Berkeley had been sent thither for
the express purpose of preparing the way for the duke’s objects, by
the depression of the protestants and the gradual substitution of
the papists, both in the army and in every post of power, influence,
or emolument, in which it could be safely effected. Such changes were
all through the chief means of operation resorted to, with a few bold
attempts to effect a revolution of property, which, had they been suc-
cessful, would have led hy a shorter and safer path to the desired
result. ]

* Life of the Duke of Ormonde, + Lodye.
L 2n Ir.
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The conduct of Berkeley was impelled by his secretary Leighton, a
creature of Buckingham’s, who was sent over for the purpose of watcli-
ing over and directing his administration; he was also attended by
many influential papists from England, who were the judges, council-
lors, and spies of his actions: he was himself fully disposed for the
prescribed course, and his measures were bold and decided, without
scruple, or even a prudent regard to caution. Not content “with
favouring the church of Rome, he selected the extreme party of that
church as the objects of his especial favour.

Among the clergy as well as the laity of the Romish communion
in Ireland, there was at this time a division of opinion on the im-
portant question as to the authority of the pope in the secular affairs
of the kingdom. One party acknowledged the king to be the
supreme lord of the kingdom of Ireland; and declared or admitted
that they were bound to obey him notwithstanding any sentence of
the Roman see to the contrary. In conformity with this profession,
a declaration was drawn up by Peter Walsh, a Franciscan, and
signed by one bishop and several clergy of the Romish communion.
Walsh, who was commissioned by the ecclesiastics of this party
to express their sentiments to the king, drew up this declaration,
which became famous under the title of the *Irish remonstrance;”’
it gave rise to the designations of both parties which were called
remonstrants and anti-remonstrants, and was strongly framed to ob-
viate the great and permanent objection to the toleration of popery
as inconsistent with the constitution of a protestant government: it
disclaimed all «foreign power, papal or princely, spiritual or tempo-
ral, inasmuch as it may seem able, or shall pretend to free them from
this obligation, or permit them to offer any violence to his majesty’s
person or government.” In addition to this, it expressed the resolu-
tion of the remonstrants to resist and discover all conspiracies against
the king, and went indeed to as full a length in support of the divine
and indefeasible right as might have conciliated the favour of James I.

But the grandchildren of this monarch, who were not less tenacious
of that slavish principle, had a still more anxious object at heart, and
were little likely to countenance any declaration which might appear
inimical to the authority of the see of Rome. The duke of York felt
that neither himself nor his royal brother had any concern in the alle-
giance which might be considered due to protestant princes. On the
contrary, their present object demanded the opposite impression, to be
industriously diffused ; all their difficulties and all the unpopularity
with which they had to struggle, were mainly owing to the ascendancy
of protestant opinicn and influence. Thev were therefore little likely .
to acquiesce in a declaration which they regarded more as a tribute
to their enemies the protestants than to themselves, They were also
well aware, and the suggestion is worth the reader’s notice, that the
rights of kings and the actual power of the crown were more in danger
from the free opinions of protestantism, than from any interference on
the part of Rome. Such appears to us to be a clear and self-evident
explanation of the treatment of the remonstrants, and of the novel part
taken in this contest by the English court. Under the name and ex-
ternal forms of protestantism, a popish monarch sat upon the throne,
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and an heir presumptive of the same communion saw the prospects of
his succession altogether dependent upon the success of his efforts in
behalf of his church.

Strong counter declarations were soon got up, and a violent con-
tention between the parties ensued. The duke of Ormonde, who ap-
proved of the remonstrance, had no objection to the promotlon of a con-
troversy, which served to divide and divert the spirit of the Romish
church. But the scene was changed by the arrival of lord Berkeley,
who not only took part with the anti-remonstrants, but made the vice-
regal power subservient to their passions, by persecuting their op-
ponents. Peter Talbot, Romish archbishop of Dublin, taking advin-
tage of the disposition of the castle, obtained possession of the vice-
regal ear, and persuaded Berkeley that he had unlimited power in Ire-
land, and that all the designs of the court factions would be effected
w1thout difficulty by the aid of hlmaelf and his party. He was not
only permitted to celebrate a mass in Dublin, but accommodated with
the plate of the castle by secretary Leighton. The remonstrants were
quickly taught to feel the strength thus acquired by their adversaries,
and vainly petitioned for protection. Their petition was intrusted to
the duke of Ormonde, and by the interference of this great man, the
lord Berkeley was instructed to protect them; but it is also probable
that he received a private intimation which led him to disregard the
injunction; for, exclaiming against the interference of Ormonde, he
said that he should in future regard all instructions in favour of the
remonstrants as coming from him, and pass it by without any notice.

Among the most evident indications of the purposes of the king’s
or rather the duke’s party, were two which we shall find uniformly
and consistently followed throughout—the granting of magisterial com-
missions to the papists, and their admission into the corporations: two
steps, at that period. as directly subversive of the English interest in
Ireland, as it is possible to conceive. It may at first sight appear
difficult to some of our readers to see why, as forming a large portion
of the people of this island, they should be debarred from offices which
seem merely to imply an equality of civil rights. We must make a
few observations on this important topic. In the abstract, unquestion-
ably such exclusions are unjust: mor can any country in which they
exist be considered as advanced to a high state of constitutional per-
fection. Such exclusions will, however, seldom be found to maintain
their existence long, unless when they are rendered indispensable by
the civil state of the country. And such was then the case of Ireland.
This will be easily admitted by any impartial person who will recall
the object of perpetual contention in this country, that it was not the
civil equalization of parties but the restoration of an imaginary ancient
state of things, of which the direct and immediate consequence must
have been the utter prostratlon of the English, who were in point of
fact the nucleus of civilization in Ireland. It was not equalization, but
ascendancy, that was looked for, by a party in whose hands ascendancy
must have become the establishment of a most degrading tyranny at
home, together with the admission of a foreign jurisdiction. For the
exclusion of the papists from civil equality, it was enough that they
were actually under the unconstitutional. slavish, and arbltlary Jjuris-
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diction of Irish leaders, and of their priests—of which the first sought
to wield the democracy for their own ends, and the second for the
ends of the see of Rome. No power should be suffered to command
the populace in opposition to the constitution without strong checks,
even in a republican state; but in a growing country it was evident
ruin to depress the thriving, wealthy, and informed classes under any
pretext. In these observations the reader must perceive that we have
confined ourselves to reasons purely political: the reasons here noticed
are only those by which the more respectable portion of the papists
were then influenced; for their cause was one with that of the Irish
protestants—property law, and civilization, against disorderly and de-
structive cupidity, armed with the brute force of the (then) ignorant
and demoralized multitude. It was not then, as is sometimes misappre-
hended, to exclude the members of the Romish faith from any fair
privilege that they were excluded from certain ecivil rights: it was
the consequence of their admission that was seen and guarded against.
But we shall have to recur to this topic a little farther on.

The demolition of these just barriers against foreign and popular
encroachment, was, as we have observed, a sure and unequivocal sign
of a conspiracy against the constitution as it then stood, and the
indications thus discoverable demand the more to be distinctly ob-
served, because the whole task of the historian from the commence-
ment, will be mainly to trace the progress of their effects, as they brought
on the subversion of that ancient and corrupt system of arbitrary go-
vernment, of which it was attempted to use them as a last support.
The main cause of these effects, 1s, it is true, to be sought in the his-
tory of England, as this country was but the scene of a preliminary trial
of strength and preparation; here the battle commenced and ended.
In our next memoir we shall take a brief and summary view of its
progress in England. These few remarks, which we shall presently
have occasion to illustrate and extend, may serve sufficiently to put
the reader in the possession of the leading characters of the policy
which commenced the contest, and to explain the conduct of the
eminent person of whom we now write.

In the year 1685, Forbes was, as we have already mentioned, joined
with primate Boyle in the office of lord-justice. The time was one of
extreme perplexity, as the designs, which we have been describing,
were far advanced. The party which it was the policy of James, now
seated on the throne, to depress, was grown discontented, alarmed, and
suspicious; that to which they had been sacrificed, insolent, exacting,
and exorbitant in its pretensions, and pressing forward to have all its
objects carried with a high hand. Boyle and Granard were un-
animous in their zeal for the maintenance of the English interest,
though there were in their opinions sufficient differences to have held
l | them asunder in ordinary times: while Boyle was zealous in the
| support of that church in which he was a ruler, Granard was the great
| patron of those shades of protestantism which dissented or maintained

a worship and discipline separate from the established church of
\ England; he had obtained five hundred pounds a-year from govern-
|| ment for the presbyterian teachers in the north, and married a lady of
presbyterian opinions. On that account he was at first the object of
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strong suspicion to his reverend colleague, who was not perhaps wrong
in the supposition that he was selected by the government to counter-
act any leaning on his own part to the church, and to divide the pro-
testant interest. If such was the design of the English Council, it un-
doubtedly added one more to the long and tortuous tissue of errors in
which it was involved. Ignorant of the true nature and operation of
the dissent subsisting in the protestant churches of Ireland, it was not
aware that the central prineiples of a common faith must, in the mo-
ment of extreme danger, combine the protestants of all denominations,
which are united by those principles, for their common protection.
And so it was at this time found: Granard, whatever may have been his
private views, united sincerely with Boyle. They acted, nevertheless,
with exemplary caution and moderation, as well as firmness. Receiving
from the fears or designs of either party daily information and reports,
equally unfounded, they dismissed them all, and were tempted or
terrified by no imaginary inducement or fear from holding a ealm and
steady rein on both. In their determination to maintain the protestant
interest, nothing in fact was more necessary than to ward off those gross
and palpable injustices which the fear or zeal of the crowd will always
be ready to exact. The earl was at last, however, compelled to give
way to a power which was not to be repressed by any consideration
short of its main object. He was pressed by his council, who were
mere instruments of the English court, to authorise Roman catholics
to commit any person without bail: he requested to be dismissed. The
government was reluctant to take such a step, as his influence amon g the
presbyterians was very great, and his appointment was considered to be
arestraint upon himself also. The king therefore wrote him a letter to
assure him that he would not do any thing injurious to the protestant
interest. Nevertheless it immediately appeared so very visible that
this assurance was thoroughly false, and had no view but the deception
of the earl, that he soon found himself forced to act with the most
decided firmness, to prevent himself from being made instrumental
against the protestants; and entering with decision into their interests,
he was dismissed in 1685 from his post of chairman to the council.

The remaining history of his life must be here briefly dismissed: as
it contains nothing of sufficient importance to draw us into an extensive
anticipation of the train of events into which we are presently to enter.

In 1690, the earl was sworn of the privy council to William III.,
and, it the following year, distinguished himself before Sligo, by the
prudent dexterity which caused the garrison to surrender to the forces
under his command’ and those of colonel Mitchelbourne. In the
following year he took his seat in parliament, and was one of the com-
mittee appointed by the peers to present their address of thanks to
the king.

He built a church at Castle Forbes, and promoted the linen trade
there.

He died “in or about” 1695, and was buried at Castle Forbes.
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RICHARD TALBOT, EARL OF TYRCONNEL.

pIep 1691.

Thé life of Richard Talbot is an essential portion of the history of
his period, and, though apart from this consideration he would possess
but feeble claims on the pen of the biographer, yet the history of his
career may serve to afford a strong illustration of the effect of revolu-
tionary periods, in raising the obscure to rank, fame, and public(im-
portance, without any aid from the possession of great talents or
virtues. When- wisdom and virtue are elevated to station and command
by the dispositions of that power which overrules the tide of events,
by the emergency which often sets aside for an instant the ordinary
agencies of society, or by the accidents of wealth and exalted rank,
they will undoubtedly win the homage which is their righteous meed:
partly because the world is always ready to bow down before success,
however won; and partly because men are more just in their judgments
than pure in their actuating motives. The avowed conventions of
society are in favour of goodness,—every popular vice must wear
an honourable mask, and when bad men receive the praises of the
multitude, it is not for the vices by which they are earned. But, after
all that can be said, the fame of true wisdom and genuine goodness is
rather a conquest over, than a consequence from, the moral influences
actually operating on the world; it is an extorted concession hardly
wrung, and, as in the case of the duke of Ormonde, too often followed
by a long and lasting wake of detraction: while, on the other hand,
base servility, whether to the humours of the people, the will of the
despot of the hour, or the prejudices of the age, will rise wafted by all the
influences which are at work in the ferment of human corruption: and
will have a royal road of greatness, or, at least, notoriety. Between
the two conditions we have thus contrasted, there is all the difference
between stemming the tide, or floating with it. And there is another
moral lesson which the same contrast is adapted to convey, whether it
is sought in experience or the page of history: that true greatness of
character will most frequently be found standing equally apart from
the blind and fierce impulses of public opinion, and from the profligate
venality of courts. In each of these extremes, there is a perpetual
effort of usurpation, and an equal ignorance of the real rights of
man, as well as a most strange unconsciousness of the true locus of
that centre of moral and intellectual gravitation in which the actual
power of civilized society resides, and its true balance is to be found.
We should gladly extend our remarks on this most important, and
much desiderated branch of moral science, but it is our business to
display examples rather than enforce rules. The first duke of Ormonde
has, we trust, afforded no doubtful example of a statesman who was
equally inaccessible to the clamour of crowds or the corruption of
tyrants, though true alike to the just claims and real interests of king
and country, and assailed but too often by the ingratitude of both. In
Tyrconnel, we here present the reader with a character remarkably
illustrative of the contrast to these noble features.
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Of the birth of Talbot we have not found any record. still less can
we offer any notice of his early career; nor are these considerations
such as to warrant the delay that they might offer in our narrative,
which must derive its entire interest from the history of the time.
We find Richard Talbot first in the historian’s page the active advo-
cate of the claims of the papists in 1662, and among the most forward
and violent of those whom they sent to plead their cause in England;
on which occasion he did more harm than good to the cause he was
employed to serve, by his extreme want of prudence and moderation,
and of all the qualities necessary for so difficult an office. If the reader
should demand to what grounds we are to attribute a selection so in-
judicious on the part of his countrymen, we believe that, independent of
the effect of mere violence to recommend the possessor to an angry
crowd, Talbot was recommended by the reputation of his favour with
the duke of York, into whose regard he had insinuated himself in the
Netherlands before the Restoration, by a convenient and subservient
attention, when attention and subserviency were harder to be met and
of higher value. His devotion to the royal interests was shown, it is
said, by an offer to assassinate Cromwell; and, after the restoration,
his services were recompensed and his peculiar merits recognised, by
the post of gentleman of the bed chamber to the duke of York.

His zeal in the cause he undertook, was increased by the early im-
pression received in the course of the rebellion of 1641, and the terrors
of the sack of Drogheda, left in his breast an abiding horror of fana-
ticism, which, in his narrow and worldly view, perhaps included all of
religion beyond its forms and its secular associations.

In 1678, he was among those persons who were ordered to be appre-
hended on the accusations of the popish plot: but nothing to his pre-
judice having been discovered, he was permitted to leave the kingdom.
From exile he was soon allowed to return, when this spurious excite-
ment had subsided, and a strong reaction of popular feeling for a time
gave strength to the actual machinations of the king’s and duke’s
designs for the same end. On his return he lost no time in the exer-
tion of his influence with the duke; and availing himself of his reputed
knowledge of Irish affairs, he soon raised a fresh cloud of calumnies,
doubts, and misapprehensions against the government of Ireland, then
in the hands of the duke of Ormonde. The recall of this illustrious
nobleman was the immediate consequence: Rochester was sent over
with contracted powers; and the authority over military affairs, which
till then had been committed to the lord-lieutenant, were now trans-
ferred to the lieutenant-general; which post was destined for Talbot.

Rochester, unwilling perhaps to go to Ireland, delayed his journey,
and, in the mean time, a fresh and sudden change took place in the
condition of affairs. The circumstances appear to be imperfectly un-
derstood: the king seems to have given way to those secret counscls
in favour of Monmouth, which created a sudden coolness between him
and the duke of York, of whose presence he endeavoured to rid him-
self by sending him to Scotland. The projected policy with regard
to Ireland was entirely suspended, and matters remained there in a
state of suspense, though aggravated by the increased animosity and
the mutual accusations of parties.
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Under these circumstances, while matters appeared not only to take
a turn opposed to the duke’s political designs, but even to menace his
claim to the succession, the king opportunely died under circumstances
impossible to be perused without some strong impressions of foul play.
The duke was under a growing disfavour, and the earl of Rochester
was on the point of being sent to the Tower, on a charge of official
malversation in the treasury; and “a message was sent to Mr May,
then at Windsor, to desire him to come to court that day, which it
was expected would turn out a very critical day. And it proved to be
so indeed, though in a different way.”* The king was taken suddenly
ill after taking “4 porringer of spoon meat,” which was made “too
strong for his stomach,” after which he had an unquiet night. The
next day he was attended by Dr King, a chemist whom he had sent
for concerning some chemical operations, upon which he was at’ the .
time engaged. When the doctor came, he was unable to understand
the king, whose language was become suddenly so broken and incohe-
rent as to be unintelligible. The doctor went out and reported this
unusual circumstance to lord Peterborough, who desired him to return
to the king: but he had hardly entered the chamber when the king
fell down in a fit, which, for the moment, was judged to be apopleetic.
The doctor then bled him, and he regained his senses; but still appear-
ed so oppressed and stupified, that a return of the same attack was
expected hourly. It was proposed to administer the sacrament to him,
and he was addressed by Sancroft and Kenn, who, considering the real
emergency of the occasion, spoke strongly to him of his sinful life:
the king was meanwhile exhibiting in the presence of these reverend
prelates a singular illustration of the life he had led, and of his awful
unfitness to meet so sudden a call; for he was supported in the bed on
which he sat by his mistress the duchess of Portsmouth. He was pressed
to receive the sacrament, but resisted all entreaty till the duke of
York sent for Huddleston, a favourite priest of his own. persuasion:
when this person had all things prepared for the purpose, every one
was desired to leave the room but the earl of Bath and Feversham,
when the sacrament according to the ritual of the Romish communion
was administered with extreme difficulty, as the king was unable to
swallow the wafer. After which, the company being re-admitted, the
king “ went through the agonies of death” very decently, according to
Burnet: now and then complaining of being burned up within, but
still commanding his sufferings enough to deliver his last injunctions
to the duke, in favour of his favourite mistresses Portsmouth, and Nell
Gwyn; and to give his blessing to those present, who fell on their
knees to receive it, which seems to have been carrying the farce of
court obsequiousness as far as can well be conceived. And thus king
Charles II. died. In addition to the slight incidents which give a
suspicious character to these circumstances, one far more unequivocal
remains to be told. Poison was suspected by some of the physicians:
and when the body was examined, great care was taken to divert the
attention of the medical men present, from the stomach, which was not
suffered to be examined; but while means were taken to divert and

* Burnet’s Own Time.
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interrupt the spectators’ attention, it was suddenly put out of the way;
but not before doctors Lower and Needham observed ¢ two or three
blue spots on the outside,” from which their inference was evidently
of an unfavourable nature. ¢ Needham,” says Burnet, “called twice
to have it opened,” but the operators pretended not to hear; and he
heard a murmur amongst them when he repeated the call. Le Fevre,
a French doctor, observed a blackness on the shoulder; and Short,
whose creed encouraged him to speak his suspicions more freely, “did
very much suspect foul dealing,” and was soon after taken ill after
drinking a large dose of wormwood wine given him by a patient, and
died, expressing his opinion to the physicians who attended him, that
he was poisoned for having spoken too freely of the king’s death! These
incidents may easily be overrated; yet it is not to be neglected that
they are reported upon the authority of those who were least likely to
be deceived; and whose inferences were the most likely to be grounded
ona justappreciation of the actual circumstances. After having composed
his history, Burnet received a very curious account from a Mr Henly,
of Hampshire, of a conversation this gentleman had with the duchess
of Portsmouth, who expressed herself as if she thought the king had
been poisoned; and on being further pressed, she mentioned that she
had always pressed his majesty to set himself at ease with his people,
by coming to an agreement with his parliament; that he had made
up his mind to follow this advice, and as a needful preliminary, re-
solved to send away the duke. These purposes were to have been
carried into effect the day following that on which he was taken ill.
She having been aware of these particulars beforehand, mentioned
them (with an injunction of secrecy perhaps,) to her confessor: it was
her impression that this person mentioned them to others, and that
they thus went round through the parties most interested to prevent
the king’s designs by any means. 'This account, it must be observed,
seems to coincide with the facts, so far as they are known, and account
as well for the sudden interruption above mentioned in the Irish
arrangements as far as the king’s sudden death.

The licentious profligate, whose prudence, when fairly alarmed,
might have led him to recall his steps and retrieve the fortunes of his
race, was succeeded by his shallow and bigoted brother on the throne.
Sincere and earnest in the principles he would have maintained, inflated
with a false notion of the power and rights of kings, incapable of any
sense of public rights, or not conceiving the real force and character of
public opinion and national feeling, he tampered with these danger-
ous elements with a feeble and inadvertent hand, until they exploded,
to the destruction of his house, and the subversion of the infirm and
tottering pillars on which it stood.

Among his first acts was the reparation of that broken tissue
of fraud and despotism, by which he had fondly hoped to effect
his favourite purpose. The recall of the duke of Ormonde was con-
firmed with circumstances of gratuitous harshness; and having publicly
avowed his adherence to the church of Rome, he prepared to pave the
way for the restoration of the papal dominion in England by the com-
pletion of its triumphs in Ireland. The mere report of his favour went
before his acts, and heaped fresh fuel in Ireland upon the flames of party
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contention and fear. The Irish papists were naturally eager to avail
themselves to the fullest extent, of a revolution which appeared to be
working in their favour. The notions of the day with rega{'d to civil
rights were crude, loose, and unsettled. The various tel‘l‘ltOI:lal ar-
rangements which had been taking place since the great rebellion, by
which lands and claims had appeared to be shifted by arbitrary awards
and decisions with a meteoric uncertainty, had tended to this effect, as
well as the continued interpositions of government, by stretches of
prerogative and special enactment, rather than by a§eerta1ned O'I‘dl-
nances and jurisdictions. With the understood sanction of the king,
sudden impulses of popular feeling became more violent in the
effects which they produced: the party animosity or alarm, as well
as the ambition and cupidity of turbulent and desighing partisans,
were at once in arms, and all who looked for any advantage rushed
with characteristic impetuosity to their object. The papists were
animated not simply by the desire of obtaining political ascendancy
—they were also governed by an ardent thirst for revenge: nor, con-
sidering human pature, do we consider the statement to their preju-
dice; for they were only obliged to look on the policy of which they
had been the subjeets, according to the principles they held; and
if we abstract that stern and stringent policy from its own most im-
perative reasons, it could not fail to be regarded as oppressive. The
time was now seemingly at hand for the assertion of their civil and
ecclesiastical principles, and for seizing upon the ascendancy, which
every party will not fail to usurp when the occasion offers. The re-
storation of the forfeited lands was expected to follow that of a com-
munion, which the fondness of popular credulity now conceived to
be the ancient faith of the land; and this expectation gave its usual
excitement to the eagerness of the fresh impulse then communicated.
The proceedings of council and their enactments appeared tardy to the
popular zeal, and the departure of the duke of Ormonde to Dublin was
the signal for a universal influx of the party, thus roused into life
and hope. The alarm thus excited was increased by the selection of
officers appointed by the English council. They were, it is true, pro-
testants; for the king was checked at every stage of his rash course
by the advice of persons more cautious than he; but they were gener-
ally supposed to be selected for dispositions likely to promote the royal
aims: Boyle (until tried) was supposed to have a leaning to popery,
and Granard being the zealous patron of the presbyterians, would
thus, it was presumed, be not unlikely to lead to a division of the hos-
tile camp. These impressions were indeed, as we have already noticed,
soon found to be erroneous.

The rebellion of Monmouth, quickly suppressed, gave the king a
pretext of which he gladly availed himself, to accelerate his opera-
tions. The Irish militia, embodied by the duke of Ormonde and com-
posed of protestants, was by his orders disarmed, and the measure was
rendered specious by rumours of a protestant insurrection, for which
there was much cause, but no disposition. It was immediately after
this act that Talbot was raised to the peerage by the king, and the act
was approved by the loud applause of his party. The clergy of the
church of Rome addressed the king, to petition that he would send over
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the earl as lord-lieutenant, with plenary power to restore them to their
rights and functions; but the king or his advisers felt that such a step
would yet be precipitate: there was danger in suffering the too rapid
advance of his policy in Ireland to expose its real design in England,
where some degree of caution was, even by the infatuated king, felt
to be necessary. The character of Talbot was rash and unmoderated
by judgment. On this account it was judged safer to steer a middle
course, and the earl of Clarendon was sent over. His near connexion
with the king, and his zealous profession of loyal principles, together
with his ignorance of Ireland, recommended him as a safe person to
quiet suspicions and allay the disturbances, which, having been raised
by intemperate eagerness, might lead to premature results. Clarendon
began by congratulating himself in his public speech to the council on
the quiet state of the country. He was ere long undeceived: the dis
arming of the militia had been productive of disorders unknown for
many previous years in I[reland; the bands of plundering bonaghts
which they had kept down, soon overspread the country with murders
and robberies, and it was found necessary to restore, to a considerable
extent, the arms which had been taken from the protestants.

The appointment of Clarendon was nothing more than the mask
devised to cover the approaches of the grand attack—to quiet alarm
and baffle the observation of England, which was now looking on these
transactions with jealousy; but the zeal of James was too earnest for
the slow and temporising methods which prudence would have de-
manded. A more long-sighted and dexterous politician would have
shunned the precipitate course, which, producing its effects without
mature preparation, is sure to terminate in a dangerous reaction. He
would have known that no state of things is so perfect, that it may not
be speciously undermined under the pretext of remedying its evils and
repairing its defects; and that the measures by which these useful
ends may be seemingly approached, are but instruments to be used
according to the will of those who devise and govern their operation.
A well feigned zeal for the protestant constitution of the kingdom, might
easily have been reconciled with the demonstrations of a just and
humane regard for the civil prosperity of their brethren of the Romish
communion; and while by slow and cautious forbearance, the fears of
the country and the discontents and jealousies which were gradually
fermenting into an organized existence, might have been dissipated;
the political forces of the nation, and the moral prepossessions which
are sure to follow their direction, might have been worked round in
the course of a few years, to a point at which resistance would be in-
effectual, and the power attained well and widely rooted, and have
sent out its fibres wide and deep through every institution and source of
civil life. But neither James, nor the zealots by whom he was secretly
impelled, nor the Irish party who were to be the vanguard of the
struggle he was about to commence, had the patience fo.r political
manceuvring. The pliancy of Clarendon was to be associated with
the fierce and unscrupulous resolution of Talbot, who was created
earl of Tyrconnel, and sent over as lieutenant-general of the Irish
army, and invested with all the powers over that efficient branch of
the Irish administration, which had till then been an essential power




396 TRANSITION.—POLITICAL.

of the lord-licutenant. Talbot was, as King remarks, “a person more
hated than any other man by the protestants,” he had been named by
Oates as the person destined for the very employment now committed
to his hands, and the remark circulated, that 1f “ Qates was an ill
evidence, he was certainly a good prophet.” Tyrconnel entered upon his
new office with ferocious alertness, while his first care was to new-orga-
nize the army; for this purpose he omitted no means, and suffered no
sense of humanity or regard for the claims of right or honour to stand
in his way. His sudden and violent steps were aggravated by inso-
lence, and debased by dissimulation. ¢ In the morning he would take
an officer into his closet, and with all the oaths, curses, and damna-
tions which were never wanting to him, he would profess friendship
and kindness for him, and promise him the continuance of his commis-
sion, and yet in the afternoon cashier him with all the contempt he
could heap upon him. Nay, perhaps, while he was then caressing
him, he had actually given away his commission.”* From the same
historian we learn, “as for the soldiers and troopers, his way with
them was to march them from their usual quarters to some distant
place where he thought they were least known, where they would be
put to the greatest hardships, and then he stripped them, &c., &c.+
Thus turned out of employment, and stripped, these unfortunate men
had to return home in the condition of paupers across the country.
This was but a small portion of the evil inflicted by the same act.
The soldiers by whom these were replaced, were selected for a pur-
pose, and governed by impressions little favourable to any end but the
insolence and disorder into which they launched at once. Raised for
the understood purpose of aggression, they did their worst to exceed
the purposes of their employer. Tyrconnel’s orders, as the orders of the
worst administration will commonly be, were couched so as to present
the sound at least of civil right; it was simply ordered that all classes
of his majesty’s subjects should be allowed to serve in the army.
Tyrconnel better understood the spirit of his employer, and went
straightway to his end. He gave open and peremptory directions, that
none should be admitted but members of the Church of Rome.

The consequences of this innovation were some of them immediate
and deplorable. The change thus violently effected was not more
remarkable for the ruinous and inhuman dismissal of the existing
corps of the army, than for the indiscriminate admission, in their place,
of the most unqualified and the most vile. Tyrconnel, whose object it
was to carry his purposes with the rough and strong hand of violence,
and to ruin as well as to depress, had no scruple in the adaptation of
his instruments to his ends. The dregs and offscourings of society,
robbers and adventurers, poured into his ranks, and incapable of disci-
pline, continued to pursue their lawless vocations under the counte-
nance of authority. ~Of their general conduct, King gives the follow-
ing account:— The new-raised forces and officers, being put into arms
and command to which they were strangers, into good cloathes, and
mounted on horses for which others had paid, behaved themselves
with all the insolence common to such sort of men when unworthily

* King. + Ibid.
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advanced. They every where insulted over the English, and had
their mouths continually full of oaths, curses, and imprecations against
them. They railed on them, and gave them all the opprobrious names
they could, and if any chastised them for their sauciness, though ever
so much provoked, they had the judges and juries on their side; they
might kill whom they pleased without fear of the law, as appeared
from Captain Nangle’s murdering his disbanded officer in the streets
of Dublin; but if any killed or hurt them, they were sure to suffer, as
captain Aston found to his cost, &e.” King further continues his
description of the constitution of the new force. ¢ The non-commis-
sioned officers were obliged without pay, to subsist their men, as they
termed it, for three months,—a thing impossible for them to do, since
most of them were not able to maintain themselves. The better sort
of their captains and inferior officers had been footmen or servants to
protestants. One gentleman’s cow-herd was made a lieutenant, but he
would fain have capitulated with his master, to keep his place vacant
for him if his commission did not hold. Most of them were the sons
or descendants of rebels in 1641, who had murdered so many protes-
tants. Many were outlawed and condemned persons that had lived by
torying and robbing. No less than fourteen notorious tories were
officers in Cormack O’Neale’s regiment, and when forty or fifty thou-
sand such were put into arms, without any money to pay them, we
must leave the world to judge what apprehensions this must breed in
protestants, and whether they had not reason to fear the destruction
that immediately fell on them. They saw their enemies in arms, and
their own lives in their power; they saw their goods at the mercy of
those thieves, and robbers, and tories, now armed and authorized, from
whom they could scarce keep them when it was in their power to
pursue and hang them; and they had all the reason in the world to
believe, that a government that had armed such men of desperate
fortunes and resolutions, was so far from protecting them, which is the
only end of all government, that on the contrary, it designed to destroy
both their lives and fortunes. The latter of which, as will appear by
the sequel, they have in a manner entirely lost.”

Upon an arrangement so fatal to the civil state of the country, the
reasons given at the time offer a sufficient comment, the plenary
power of the king to select his servants, will now demand no reasons
on any side; but the excuse that the ¢ Protestants would not concur
with the king’s intentions,” and that there was therefore ¢ a necessity
of dismissing them,” and that the permission to plunder the protes-
tants was a mnecessary encouragement to raise an army, without
which the king had nothing to trust, were the remaining pleas thus
publicly and generally maintained, and the topics of controversial
discussion between the writers and debaters of either party; they
show clearly the bold and thorough-paced character of the agents
and their aims, and render all their Irish acts clear from any ambi-
guity. The similar attempts to pervert the courts of justice to
similar ends, must be viewed as the consistent prosecution of the same
policy, in a country, from its imperfect civilization and continual dis-
order, subject to the irregular influence of every civil authority, and
every power regular or irregular; the bench, always an organ of civil
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administration capable of the most extensive influence, was particu-
larly adapted to be converted into an instrument of tyranny. ‘T.he
barrier, apparently so wide and insurrxllountable, between jud.lm.atl
integrity and the accommodating subserviency of the place-man, is in
reality no hinderance to the worst imaginable perversions, so long as
the place-man can be elevated at the will of courts and bonded to their
purposes. King James made short work of the matter by a summary
removal of three judges, in whose places he substituted others. Sir
Alexander Fitton, a person in all respects unworthy of the trust, was
made chancellor; and, arrogating for his court a power above the
laws, he accommodated it to the purpose of his appointment. The
same method was applied to the common law courts, with the same
success. Nugent, Daly, and Rice, three lawyers only recommended
by their obsequious devotion to the dictates of the castle, were made
judges, in direct opposition to the remonstrances of lord Clarendon,
then lord-lieutenant. We think it now unnecessary to observe, that
we consider the unfitness of these appointments not to consist in the
creed of these men, but in their personal unfitness, and the party end
of their election. It needs not to be urged that a person of any com-
munion, having the principles of a gentleman, integrity and honour,
could not be warped into the subserviency of which these persons
are accused; but such persons were unquestionably not the instruments
of king James’s designs, or of the measures by which he pursued them
—measures which it is to be observed, were censured even by the pope
as impolitic and unjust. The only remaining fastnesses to be assailed
were the corporations, upon which mainly depended the civil strength
of the English; these were assailed with the same measure of consid-
eration and justice, as the army and the bench. This attack was
carried through with his characteristic violence. Clarendon being
found quite unsuited for the thorough measures required, was recalled;
and Tyrconnel, by the influence of the earl of Sunderland, to whom
he agreed to pay a share of his salaries, appointed lord-deputy
in 1687. He went to work with the civil as he had done with
the military departments. He demanded from the Dublin corpora-
tiona surrender of their charter; they petitioned the king, and received
an insulting repulse. By a most infamous mockery of justice, they
were ejected by a quo warranto brought into the court of exchequer,
which was the court in which the whole business of the king was
done. The whole of these infamous proceedings may be found in
great detail in the « State of the Protestants of Ireland,” by archbishop
King, a contemporary and a looker on, whose testimony cannot rea-
sonably be objected to, on the ground either of insufficient judgment or
means of observation, as he stands incontrovertibly at the head of
those, who can be named eminent for high attainment or ability in his
generation; and the querulous accusations of prejudice brought some-
times by very incompetent judges against his representations, are
gratuitously unfounded, and would be unworthy even of the passing
comment of a sentence, but that every word dropped in the support of
party clamour derives some weight from the passions and the igno-
rance of the crowd who are concerned in public affairs.

“To prevent writs of Error into England,” writes King, «all these




RICHARD TALBOT, EARL OF TYRCONNEL. 399 {

quo warrantos were brought in the exchequer, and in about two terms ‘
judgments were entered against most charters.” For this purpose, all
the lowest and most paltry chicanery-was resorted to. It was endea-
voured to find the corporators guilty of illegal acts, but in this design
the instruments of James were totally frustrated. The principal pleas
which were effectively resorted to were entirely technical, and consisted
for the most part of quibbling objections to the form and wording of
the charters. Some corporations were betrayed into surrender by
the agents of their head landlords. Of this, the borough of Athy is
mentioned by King, which thus fell a victim to the agent of the earl
of Kildare. Itisneedless however to enter at length upon the curious
history of the various artifices or tyrannical means made use of in this
proceeding ; for the most part they were even ridiculously unfair. It
may generally be observed that the general principle adopted was to
adapt the forms of law to the utmost extent to which they could by
any stretch of language be made available, and when this was either
impossible (an unlikely case to occur; for the reach of sophistry is
unlimited,) or where some advantage was to be gained by more direct
injustice, it was directly resorted to without any scruple. The only
obstacle which indeed offered itself to the sweeping snd resolute
career of civil change, arose from the pressure of the party itself. The
eager and inflamed zeal of the popular party quickly took flame at the
prospect of a triumph. The intellect of the community, unenlightened
to -a degree not easily comprehensible from any thing now existing,
was soon inflamed to the point of fanaticism. The people interpreted
the intentions of their leaders, as the people ever will, according to
their own prejudices, and in consequence were ready to rush to the
results they expected and desired. Seeing the protestants oppressed,
persecuted, and unceremoniously ejected from their rights, they joined
impetuously in the violence with which they were assailed, and every
street was disturbed with brawls arising from violence or insult at-
tempted against those on whom the government was employing its whole
arsenal of persecution.* The persons as well as the rights of the
persecuted party were insulted, and every injury committed which the
sense of impunity was likely to encourage.

The government also, was no less unsparing in its outrages upon
the rights of individuals, than on those of public bodies, and in these
latter far less form was required; it was the maxim of the king, and
the continual text of his agents, that he “ would not be a slave to the
laws,” and Ireland was the selected scene for the trial of this right.
Here the laws were daily set aside by a dispensing power, and we could
offer flagrant instances of robberies perpetrated virtually by the king
under the pretence of this right. ¢ If he had a mind to any thing, he
sent an officer with a file of musqueteers and fetched it away without
considering the owners.”t In the pursuance of his purposes, neither
public nor private rights were allowed to have any weight. Private pro-
perty and patent offices or privileges were treated with less ceremony

* If any one should consider the representation here made as savouring of a
party spirit, we may refer to the accounts which we have given of the rebellion of
1641, as clear evidence of the contrary.—Eub. g
| t King.
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than the public character of corporate bodies had required. Instances
are unnecessary, but the reader may be gratified by a few. The
chancetlor of the exchequer was turned out to make room for Rice
the instrument of the crown; Sir John Topham, and Sir John
Coghil, were turned out of their masterships in chancery. Of the
persons thus deprived, few had even the privilege of a hearing; and
they who had, were called before the chancellor, who on a private
hearing dismissed them without further ceremony. 1t is however
unnecessary to dwell further on this state of affairs; our sole object
being to convey some general impression of the character of James’s
policy in this country.

Indeed, among the many circumstances which either tend to char-
acterize or authenticate our view of this policy, there is none more
unquestionable in the construction or the evidence it offers, than the
fact that it had not the sanction either of the more moderate or the
more respectable of any party. The court of Rome censured its
folly and cruelty. Dr Macguire, the primate of the Roman church in
Ireland, joined the better portion of the aristocracy and clergy of that
communion in a strong remonstrance addressed to the king, to whom
they represented that Tyrconnel’s violence had only been directed to
awaken a universal terror and indignation, and that he had displaced
the protestants to no other end than to excite discontent and spread
distress and confusion through the country.

Even here it is perhaps right to admit that some attempts were
made to keep up some such shadow of justice as the purpose would
admit of; one-third of the new corporations were allowed to be pro-
testants, but this arrangement was so contrived as to convey no pro-
tection, the protestants were cautiously chosen from the quakers and
other dissenting classes, who were at the time least likely to make
common cause with the Church of England. The same was the
method pursued with regard to the courts of justice; one protestant
judge selected for those qualities which should have excluded him
from the bench, sat with two of the church of Rome, and thus pre-
served the appearance of equal and indifferent justice.

While these attacks on the protestants were going on, it was not
to be expected that the great seminary of the protestant ehurch in
Ireland was to escape its share of persecution. Before Tyrconnel’s
arrival, the king sent his mandate to the university, commanding the
admission of a person named Green, as professor of the Irish language,
and that he should be paid all arrears of the salary. It is needless to
say that there was no such professorship, and thus the first attack was
baffled. After Tyrconnel’s arrival, a more determined effort was to be
made; seeing that nothing was to be hoped from the fear or subserviency
of the university, more violent means were to be used. One Doyle, a
pretended convert, was named to be a Fellow in virtue of the king’s dis-
pensing power, but his utter unfitness was shown, so as even to con-
found Tyrconnel himself; the college, however, would have been over-
ruled on this point, but the oath of supremacy which Doyle feared to
tal::e, was a surer ground of defence, and on a hearing in which every
point was strained in his favour, the case was given up. The enemies
of the Irish protestants did not however suffer their purpose to be




RICHARD TALBOT. EARL OF TYRCONNEL. 401

thus defeated. 'Lhe chief means by which the University was then
supported, was a government allowance of £388 per annum; this
resource was stopped: such a proceeding was at the time nearly equi-
valent to a suppression of the university: it was soon followed up by still
more summary proceedings. The learned body, to which, indepen-
dent of all consideration of their main function as subsidiary to the
church, Ireland was so much indebted, were expelled from their walls,
and a garrison quartered in their room. The soldiers vented their
fury upon the walls, and mischief to the amount of £2000 remained
to be afterwards repaired by the university. The plate, furniture,
and all property, private or public, were seized for the king; the
scholars were persecuted, and prohibited on pain of death from meet-
ing together to the number of three. The same course was pursued
with all protestant schools, whether of public or private foundation.
From this, the next step was the seizure of the churches, and the
sequestration of all vacant benefices and bishopricks.

The sheriffs every-where appointed for the same purpose, and
selected for the same qualifications, went beyond the intent of their
employers in oppression and spoliation, and the country sounded with
universal outeries against them, and the effects they quickly produced.
The civil and military officers of the crown were leagued to plunder
and oppress by all means which lay within their several vocations. A
consequence, which, in the eagerness of fanaticism and cupidity had

been lost sight of, occurred to aggravate the shock which the kingdom

thus received; commerce, chiefly in the hands of the protestants, was
utterly destroyed. This mischief is the more to be noticed, because it
was not the mere result of the king’s eager hostility against the pro-
. testants, but an avowed expedient for the general depression of the
kingdom: for it was a well-known maxim, openly avowed by this
feeble, though violent and wrong-headed bigot, that the depression of
the people and the abatement of national prosperity, were the only
security for the power of the crown. The scheme for the destruction
of commerce involved every portion of his majesty’s dominions, but it
was considered a prudent caution to begin this unworthy operation
upon the vantage ground of Ireland.

This country had, as we have already had occasion to state, suffered
considerable shocks in the late reign, which had much disturbed
its progress. Till the cruel and insane enactments against the ex-
portation of Irish cattle, there had been a uniform consideration for
the advantage of Ireland in all previous commercial enactments and re-
gulations concerning trade, and no distinction had been made between
the two kingdoms. For a long time this island had indeed fortunately
escaped the attention of the commercial part of the English community,
owing to the limited scope of commerce itself; and the kings of Eng-
land, who mostly felt their own interest in the advantage of Ireland, were
allowed to use their discretion. But when the country gentlemen had
acquired general notions on the political interests of the country, they
naturally fell into many errors, from false reasoning upon a subject of
which the extent and difficulty had not begun to be apprecmted Hence
arose the commencement of those commercial restrictions, so long in-
jurious to this country. But king James and his culpable advisers (}elxb-
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erately adopted their ruinous policy, without any regard to any con-
sideration but the increase of the royal power. In pursuance of this
design, it was at the time affirmed by those who were supposed to be
in the king’s counsels, that he had determined to suffer the English
navy to fall into decay, that the French might grow great at sea, and
thoroughly destroy the trade which increased the wealth and promoted
the insolence of his British subjects. It was at the time a cant among
the royal partisans, that the king ‘“could not have' his will” of the
people by reason of their wealth, and he could not himself forbear oc-
casionally expressing himself to the same effect. It was openly rea-
soned by his officers that ¢it was more for the king’s advantage to
have his subjects poor than rich; for, said they, you see how willing
the poor Irish are to enlist themselves soldiers for twopence a-day, who
know no better way of living: but it were impossible to bring the rich
churls of England (so they usually called them) from their farms, and
shops, and such terms, to serve the king. They further alleged, that
the poverty of the generality of France is the reason that they are
so willing to be soldiers, and makes them so easily maintfined when
they are enrolled.”*

The trade of the kingdom was, as we have stated, chiefly in the
hands of protestants, and this gave an added reason for its destruction,
so powerful, as to have in some measure thrown all others into compar-
ative neglect. The protestants not entering into the general views of
the king, drew from a sense of their own importance to the welfare of
the kingdom, a fallacious hope that they might still receive protection.
They soon were undeceived. They were quickly repelled and driven
out of the kingdom by oppressions and injuries of which the following
are chiefly enumerated as leading to this disastrous consequence: in
the towns they saw the lowest persons, many of whom had been either
their menials, or in some such way dependent on them, raised over
their heads into situations which gave them that power to insult and
injure, which the base and low will never be slow to use to the hurt
of those who have been their superiors: the great and destructive
exactions consequent upon the elevation into sudden authority of
persons who had no money, and who were therefore necessitated to
repair this want by extortions, under the pretext of taking goods on
credit: the customs were also used for the purpose of ruining trade;
the duties were raised by discretionary valuations, so that the merchant
was often compelled to pay treble duties. There was another griev-
ance, more ecircuitous In its operation, but not less destructive in
effect:—the whole coin of the kingdom, which was short of the revenue,
circulated once a-year into the treasury: from this, great care was
taken that no part of it should be paid into protestant hands: and
it was generally impressed on the members of the church of Rome,
that they should deal exclusively with each other. Of this it was
the consequence, that no one would deal with the protestants unless
on credit, and that without any design to pay. They were similarly
oppressed by the officers of the army, who took whatever they wanted
by force when persuasion failed.

Of these injuries the consequence was, that the wealthiest traders

* King.




';'_“ —

RICHARD TALBOT, EARL OF TYRCONNEL. 403

soon contrived to remove their property from the kingdom, and trade
was at an end. Other means were resorted to by Tyrconnel, among
which was the unhappy expedient of encouraging the illegal convey-
ance of Irish wool into France; but we cannot afford further detail of
this class of oppressions, for which the materials are unusually abun-
dant in the numerous documents which remain from the contempora-
ries. The attacks on property were not confined to trade.

In addition to the measures of destruction last mentioned, the
whole tribe of informers sprung up with more than their usual fer-
tility. - The varied plots against the proprietors of lands, which had,
in the administration of Parsons, been such an aggravation of the
evils of that calamitous period, were now sadly increased in amount
and variety. This can easily be understood: the protestants were
then beyond all comparison the more civilized class: the insolence,
injustice, and falsehood, which always belong to the triumph of the
democracy of every party, were now aggravated by the character of the
party itself, and by the general condition that it was now for the first time
countenauced by authority. Formerly there was always a hope of
escape at the worst, in the chance that the prosecution of private or
official tyranny might be exposed to the English council or the eye of
royal justice; but now there was no refuge at the throne; the fountain
of all malversation and perversion of all right was the royal breast.
Yet, even under these circumstances, so monstrous was the combina-
tion of villany and ignorance, that accusations failed, from being too
evidently false for even the goodwill of the council to admit. On one
occasion, they had indeed the mortification to be themselves the re-
luctant witnesses in favour of sixty protestant gentlemen, who had been
before them to be examined on the very day that they were accused
of holding an illegal meeting at Nenagh.

While the most unprecedented combination of oppression, misgov-
ernment, and the most incredible infatuation, were thus working their
most deplorable effects, and Ireland was a stage of every species of op-
pression, borne as oppression has seldom been borne in the history
of nations, the triumphant party had their own quarrels: like foul birds,
they soon began to tear each other upon the carcass of the fallen foes.
The lord-lieutenant did not escape the enmity of those whom it was
impossible even for his unserupulous nature to satisfy: his secretary,
when restrained in the selling of offices, resolved to ruin him, and
drew up an accusation for the purpose. He was backed in this attempt
by the titular primate and father Petre: but the influence of Sun-
derland prevailed to save Tyrconnel, who met the charge with a long
and true detail of his enemy’s corruption. We shall not enter into
this detail ; accusation found sufficient scope on either side, and it will
be enough to state, that the secretary was dismissed from his employ-
ment, and the attack upon Tyrconnel had no effect in diminishing his
favour with a master whom he served too well. More serious was the
dissatisfaction of the English privy council at the great and sudden
defalcation of the Irish revenue. Such a consequence was not to be
viewed with much complacency by any; but there were in the council
some lords, who saw with disapprobation the course which had been
adopted towards Ireland, and now noticed its effects with a severity
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not very acceptable to king James. Lord Bellasis, a Roman catholic
peer, with just indignation, observed that a governor like Tyrconnel
would ruin ten kingdoms; and so loud became the outery in England,
that at last he was compelled to go over to set matters right with the
king. The king, perfectly willing for the destruction of both king-
doms, was under the necessity of disguising his poliey as much as his
violent and narrow disposition would admit, and was from time to
time compelled to contradict his own declarations, and belie his pus-
oses.
k Tyrconnel committed the government of the kingdom to Fitton and
the earl of Clanricarde, reminding them of the great power which
their party had now gained, with a blasphemous imprecation that God
might damn them should they be remiss in the use of it. He took
with him chief baron Rice, and waited at Chester on the king, whom
he easily satisfied. His foes were not so easily satisfied; the titular
primate, who had been Sheridan’s assistant in the recent accusation,
and father Petre, who had joined in the same attempt, were filled with
resentment. The English Romanists were dissatisfied at the atrocity
of the means taken to exalt their party in Ireland, and the Irish mem-
bers of the same church were utterly discontented at the result. The
latter soon saw that while the protestants were insulted and robbed by
soldiers and lay officials of every denomination, no substantial change
was all the while effected in favour of the Roman church, neither were
the hierarchy and ecclesiastical privileges on one side a step raised, or on
the other depressed; and the Pope, who did not approve of any part of
James’s character and poliey, showed his entire contempt of all their
proceedings on every occasion, as we shall presently notice more fully.

Before proceeding farther with the train of events in Ireland, we
shall now call the reader’s attention to the concurrent progress of
English affairs, upon which depended the great event of all this miser-
able wickedness and folly; and lest any reader should consider this an
unnecessary digression, we may here observe, as we shall hereafter
more fully explain, that numerous modern historical writers have, either
by inadvertence or design, altogether misinterpreted the history of the
period, from taking a narrowed view of events, isolated from all the
essential concomitants of cause and circumstance. We cannot, indeed,
too frequently repeat our maxim, adopted in this work, that to inves-
tigate aright the justice and policy of measures, the designs and prin-
ciples of the party hy whom they are to be administered, is the chief
element, and, for the most part, the only one worth consideration. To
estimate rightly the violent proceedings of the Irish government at
this critical period, it becomes absolutely necessary to survey the whole
system of instrumentality of which they were a portion.

King James had ascended the throne under circumstances unusually
favourable. A severe struggle between the court and the country
party had, by a succession of incidents, most of which were apparently
accidental, terminated .in the temporary prostration of the popular
spirit.  The sounds of party conflict had been silenced by the defeats
and disasters of the popular party, by the guilt and folly of those who
had made the public cause instrumental to their private malignity or
ambition, or by the exposure of the great impostures which had be-
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trayed the public zeal into a false position. A cessation of party in-
trigue was accompanied by an obsequious parliament, who, if the
mere appearance of moderation had been preserved, and the king had
simply contented himself with the attainment of despotic power, would
have been content to fill his coffers, swell his prerogative, and sleep
on their forms, under the soporific influence of a despotic sceptre, and
in full faith in the divine right of kings.

But the divine protection which has, we are willing to believe, ever
watched over the fate of England, ordered it otherwise, and broke this
fatal trance. The king was, as the reader is aware, not nearly so de-
sirous to exalt the prerogative, as to bring his heretic people to the
foot of the Pope, and either his impatience, or that of the priests by
whom all his actions were guided and governed, would not allow him
to pursue his beloved object by the longer, but safer and surer, path of
policy. His arrogant faith in the power of the crown, and the easy
conquest over the ill-concerted rebellion of the duke of Monmouth,
increased his power and his confidence, and he soon came to the rash
and fatal resolution, to fling aside the flimsy disguise which had
hitherto concealed his motives, and go directly to his object. The
intemperance of his zeal hurried him on, and many of the steps which
at first appeared to secure him a triumph, and to increase the terror
and submission of his subjects, were, from their nature, sure to create
a speedy and dangerous reaction. By a fatality, not singular in the
events of Europe, the triumph of protestantism was to be ushered in
by menacing appearances of protestant adversity all over Europe. A
general revolution in favour of the church of Rome, appeared to have
fully set in, and a seeming conspiracy of thrones and principalities in
its favour, was crowned by the fearful consequences of the revocation
of the edict of Nantz. The horrors of religious persecution, so much .
talked of, and so little truly imagined in our own times, let loose against
protestants in the dominions of Louis, excited terror and despair in
the British isles, among the crowd who looked no further than the
bounded circle of the moment. But England, though at an humble
distance it is to be confessed, reflected the horrors of the continent
in that dreadful period. The will of the despot will never want
agents suited to its utmost reach of cruelty and injustice: the exe-
crable Jefferies and the monster Kirke, with their cloud of fiend-
like officials, were let loose upon the English protestants; the one
made a mockery of justice, and the other turned aside its very name,
for the satisfaction of the tyrant’s and bigot’s eager fanaticism, and
for the gratification of their own blood-thirsty natures. We are not
under the necessity of entering upon the well-known details of their
crimes, to be found in every history of England,” as strongly nar-
rated by the latitudinarian Hume, as by the zealous and decided
pen of Burnet. Suffice to say, that every town, and almost every
village in England, was stained with judicial and military execu-
tions, on so little warrant or pretence of erime, that no protestant
could feel safe. To throw a slight veil over this flagitious persecu-
tion, every pretence was adopted to give a civil character to the pro-

* See Hume s England, Vol viii., p. 184, et sea.
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ceeding: the common pretence was some suspicion of having been
engaged in rebellion, being disaffected, having harboured rebels, or
uttered disloyal language. The nearest general idea we can give of
the nature of the proceedings, may be had from the statement, that
even Jefferies, who pretended to use the forms of law, constantly threw
even these aside to obtain quick and summary convictions; that not
content with bullying the advocates, where any such had the courage
to appear, and in his own person confounding the judge with the prose-
cutor, he adopted the still shorter method of endeavouring to bully the
prisoners into admissions which might save any unnecessary delay be-
tween the bar and the gallows. Kirke had a still shorter course; setting
aside the mockery of trial, he considered that the real object of the
whole proceeding was the death of obnoxious persons, and he hanged
those who were brought before him without further inquiry. Even
these atrocities might have escaped the retribution they richly deserv-
ed, had the infatuated monarch been content to carry his objects in
detail, and by slow approaches, making conquest precede the assumption
of victory. His first step was the assertion of the power to dispense with
the tests by which the members of the Romish communion were excluded
from the army. He declared to his parliament his wish to retain the
services of the numerous officers of that persuasion who had assisted in
suppressing the late rebellion. Hetold them that the militia had been
found useless, and that it was necessary to maintain a force, on which,
in case of any future rebellion, he might rely, and that he would
neither expose them to the disgrace of a dismissal, nor lose their ser-
vice. For this purpose he demanded a supply, and at the same time
mentioned, that by his royal prerogative he had dispensed with the
test in their favour. The commons were as much disposed as it was
possible for any body of English gentlemen to be, to submit to the
encroachments of royalty, and it is most likely, as Hume suggests,
that if he had been content to exercise the unconstitutional right which
he thus claimed, they would have been silent; but, under the direct ap-
peal, silence would have been too ignominious. The double assertion
of a dispensing power and of a standing army, composed too of that
class most incompatible with the constitution, and most likely to be
used against it, was too much, and the commons were roused to the
exertion of some freedom of speech. A remonstrance was voted, pre-
pared, and transmitted; but they received a bullying reply from
the king. They soon, however, gave way before the king’s anger, and
had the baseness to send Mr Coke, the member for Derby, to the
Tower, because, while they were yet quailing under their terror at the
angry reply of the king, he attempted to recall their spirit by the
simple but eloquent reproof, I hope we are all Englishmen, and not
to be frightened with a few hard words.” From such cowardice little
resistance was to be apprehended by the king. They adjourned with-
out committing themselves by any further consideration of the con-
tested points, and when they next met, they entered with loyal alacrity
upon the business of supply, voting a large additional revenue to
strengthen the hand they feared. This victory was, however, in other
respects frustrated by the firmness of the other house, and by the im-
petuosity of the king. The kiug’s speech was received by the lords,
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after the usual custom of the house, by a vote of thanks, which was
vet merely personal. A few days after, when the consideration of its
actual purport was proposed, an attempt was made to arrest this course,
by the representation that by their vote of thanks the peers had pre-
cluded themselves from all further animadversion on the subject. This
doctrine was promptly repelled, and several peers expressed their
opinions in opposition to the court with frank spirit. The lead in this
opposition was, however, taken by the bishop of London, in the name
of the whole bench, which Hume, with a gratuitous levity of assertion
which the whole history of the reign should have silenced, observes,
was the quarter from which such a freedom was least to be expected.
These, with the temporal peers who took the same side, strenuously
urged, that the ¢ test was the best fence they had for their religion;
if they gave up so great a point, all the rest would soon follow; and
if the king might by his authority supersede such a law, fortified with
so many clauses, and, above all, with an incapacity, it was in vain to
think of law any more; the government would become arbitrary and
absolute””*  Jefferies took the principal part on the opposite side, and
attempted to maintain the doctrines of the court by such arguments as
alone could have any weight in the maintenance of such doctrines; but
as these consisted in menace and blustering assertion, the eloquence
of Jefferies fell pointless, and he found himself disconcerted, humbled,
and out of his element, in the presence of those who rebuked his inso-
lence with merited scorn, and treated his reasons with the slight which
was their due. The king was enraged, and committed the precipitate
step which was never to be retrieved, by proroguing and finally dissolv-

ing a parliament, less hostile to his person and aims than any other

he might after hope to bring together; and we would here call the
reader’s attention to the consideration which we think essential to a
due allowance for the folly of this and many further steps of the
king,—that his heat of temper, and the fierce indignation with which
he met every opposition, prevented that moral recoil of fear and alarm,
by which a more considerate and composed spirit would have been
led to perceive danger, where James, in his blind and intemperate
zeal, only saw offence; so inveterately was his understanding bigoted
to the sense of his indefeasible power, that he felt the very remon-
strance of those upon whose rights he would infringe, as an insult
and an outrage, so that his resentment and gloomy pride went before
all regard to consequences. By keeping this seemingly slight moral
fact in view, and looking in addition on the exceeding instability of a
temper so little supported by manly firmness or statesmanlike wisdom,
it will be easy to conceive at a glance the opposite attributes of mind
which appear to characterize his conduct—the extremes of presump-
tion and imbecility are indeed never far asunder.

On the abstract merits of the question thus raised, as to the
dispensing power of the king, the decision is involved in too many
difficulties for the brief method of discussion which our limits would
require. Lawyers have exerted all their ability to enlighten and ob-
scure it, and with all the admirable resources of learning and talent

* Burnete
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which they can bring to bear on such questions, and have brought to
bear on this, they can seldom be cited as the best guld?s in the inves-
tigation of a principle, or even in the policy and expediency of its. ap-
plication. Ever engaged in advocacy, and .fettered bx the habitual
constraint of conventional maxims, which are in so many instances only
valid in courts of justice, they are better judges of what is the law
than of what is right, fit, or just. The mind of Coke will, on this very
question, be found perched on the absurdity that the king is entitled to
the entire service of all his subjects, which can only be true in virtue of
an admission; and may, like some other maxims, be very useful as a
summary statement of the facts and secondary principles it is meant to
embody, but no more than a wretched assumption when applied as a first
principle to the decision of a right which can only exist in one of three
ways, as the inference from a necessary principle, from unquestionable
and general admission of fitness, or from the express declaration of
positive law. Viewed in the last mentioned aspect, there seems to be
a general consent of lawyers, whose authority can hardly be rejected in
such a question, that a dispensing power in the crown has always been
admitted in the legislature as well as in the courts, up to the period in
question; so far there can properly be raised no question. But the
state of the law being so far ascertained, a very wide question must-be
admitted to arise as to the limits of such a power. If we have tolook
no farther than special precedents, it is evident that there may be a
very grievous latitude for all abuse: as the encroachments of power
and the delusions of party feeling would simply draw the variety of the
precedents into a fallacious and dangerous, yet very simple and spe-
cious principle in favour of a general power. When once admitted in
all the cases which appear to have arisen, there seems to be no reason
why it should, for the first time, be arrested upon any new case which
may arise, and this inference only shows that the principle must be
found in some other mode of looking at the question than precedents.
That some limit must exist, will be admitted the moment the constitu-
tion is denied to be a pure despotism.

But that we cannot afford space to go into refined distinetions, it
wbuld be indeed easy to prove, that the application of precedents is on
such a question a defective mode of reasoning. Such has been, how-
ever, the argument mainly relied upon, and is perhaps the most efficient
which could be used in a court of justice, of which the decisions are
principally no more than the statement of law and authority. But it
is enough to show that such questions are not precisely to be measured
by the limits of men's prudence and legal decision, if it be considered
that every unconstitutional stretch of power might, until that very
period, have been maintained by such reasonings to an extent which
must in fact have established the most contradictory positions. The
frame of government actually contained within its texturé numerous
contradictory elements, and for several reigns there had been an in-
herent strife between its vital powers, which was itself a part of the
constitution as it then stood. But in any form or state of government
there are some essential principles of universal application which can-
uot fail to lead to a conclusion satisfactory to the reason, however it
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may escape from the impassioned, partial, and conflicting views of
courts and parliaments. Admitting without comment the necessity of
some limiting power to the operation of human laws, we may state,
in the simplest language, these elementary principles, which we think
set bounds to every dispensing power, so far as 1t comes within their
application. First, and most universal, is the principle which we have
often seen stated in the works of juridical and historical writers,
namely, when the law to be dispensed with, is itself inconsistent with
the existence of such a power; on this we shall not dilate. Another
involves the same principle, in a different manner, that is to say, when
a dispensing power is at variance with the civil constitution of the
country. Such a ground is not, however, within the strict bounds of
legal argument. But there is a distinction which we conceive ought
to be considered as a limiting principle, and to contain one true cri-
terion of the general boundary of such a prerogative: it lies simply
in the distinction between the general and special operation of a law.
‘To dispense generally with a law, must virtually amount to a repealing
power; to arrest its application in any particular case is different, and
even if the interference should be erroneous, amounts to nothing more
than an abuse of a discretionary power, needful for the due application
of all the imperfect results of human wisdom. Here we would contend
on this principle, that a general dispensing power is, in the strict sense
of the word, contrary to law, unless 1t be assumed to be the despot’s will ;
as any law independent of this essentially involves, that it is.independent
of such a prerogative; we must therefore feel ourselves bound. to
affirm that all decisions to the contrary, which legal writers have
adduced, were either illegal, or not precedents in favour of the prero-
gative so exercised. Had king James’s claim been, to dispense with the
test in favour of his own chaplain, the case would escape the applica-
tion of the principle. When he set it aside as affecting a particular
set or body of individuals, it amounted to a gross, dangerous, and un-
constitutional abuse of a prerogative; but when he declared a general
exemption, he set aside the law of the land, and broke down the very
barrier on which his own rights were based—his right became no more
than the right of the strong, and opposition to whatever extent circum-
stances required and admitted, justifiable. In this conclusion it is only
assumed that there is some limitary line, at which the trust reposed in
the crown, for the national advantage, may be considered as betrayed.
A question of great peril and difficulty, and open to great and destruc-
tive errors; but such is the necessary result of the imperfection of
human judgments. The errors of human reason bec yme dangerous in
proportion to the importance of the interest at issue; and perhaps in
such questions as that on which the English nation was then compelled
to decide, the safest rule would be, that the case should be imminent and
extreme, and the danger universal and fundamentally affecting the
constitution of the country. Happily, such a question in the present
state of things, is not very likely to arise in the British nation. The
crown has been reduced to its just place in the combination of national
authorities of which the legislature is composed; and though we have
no doubt that from time to time unconstitutional proceedings will be
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adopted for the purpose of raising every one of these powers above its
constitutional level, yet at the present time, the danger of these, if any,
seems rather in the democratic than in the kingly scale.

Such was the main question in that critical controversy between
James and the English nation, in the course of which the several
functions of the eivil constitution of the state were attempted to be per-
verted by force or influence. The commons which, deriving its cha-~
racter and spirit ever from the preponderant power for the time in
being, is therefore liable to great inequalities in its action, gave way,
though not without sufficient demur, to give warning to a saner spirit
than that of king James of the national feeling and of the tendency
of his conduct. The stress of that great contest was destined to be
thrown upon the church, which, as it was the direct object of attack,
so under the merciful protection and guidance of Providence, it offered
the first and most decided resistance which arrested the frantic career
of James, and forced on the progress of his despotic attempts upon the
freedom and religion of the nation, to a great and critical deliverance.

The house of peers, led on this occasion by the bench of bishops,
who were supported by the lords Halifax, Nottingham, and Mordaunt,
carried a motion of the bishop of London’s for the appointinent of a day
to take the king’s speech into consideration. These indications of the
sense of the country and of the resistance which was to proceed from
the church, were not confined to the parliament: the spirit, learning,
and eloquence of ecclesiastical writers and preachers were called up,
and sermons and pamphlets were multiplied with extraordinary ability
and effect. Stillingfleet, Patrick, Tillotson, and many other eminens
men, whose works yet hold a standard place in British literature, wield-
ed the pen of controversy with a power which met no adequate opposi-
tion; and every week brought out some new work which was received
with the most general avidity. The king made a rash attempt to arrest
this torrent in its course, by an order to the bishop of London, for the
suspension of Sharp, the rector of St Giles, who had preached some
controversial sermons. The bishop remonstrated upon the illegality of
the required act, and the king, determined to carry his point, had re-
course to the jurisdiction of the court of ecclesiastical commission;
a court which had not only been abolished but its renewal declared
illegal. The bishop protested against its jurisdiction; he was sent to
the Tower and suspended in his ecclesiastical functions.

The king thus found himself committed in a war with the Church
of England. He attacked the universities of Oxford and Cambridge,
and was foiled at every point by the vigour, firmness, and courage of
these learned bodies. Among the members of the Church of Rome
he was by no means generally supported. The lords of that com-
munion, who were his principal counsellors, did not coneur in any of
his rash measures, and in vain remonstrated at every successive step
of a course of which they could not fail to feel the iniquity and to per-
ceive the result. James was ruled by father Petre, a Jesuit, who, like
Rinuncini, was incapable of comprehending any result but that one to
which all his aims were directed. At Rome, where (as has always
been observed) there is by no means the same blind zeal which be-
longs so often to the remoter realms of its spiritual empire, the conducy
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of the king was despised and condemned; and this, we are much in-
clined to believe, was aggravated by the Pope’s enmity to the Jesuits.
Innocent was a man of very prudent worldly dispositions, and far more
alive to the care of his fiscal interests than ecclesiastical concerns:
of theology he was ignorant, but he was keenly alive to the insults and
offences which he received from the French court, and more offended
by James’s sedulous and obsequious cultivation of Louis’s friendship
than pleased by his spiritual zeal. He was therefore in reality more
inclined to throw his weight, to the utmost extent which decency
would permit, into the protestant scale, and looked with a more friendly
eye on the interests of the prince of Orange, who,though the champion of
protestantism, was the foe of his foes, than upon the rash and infatuated
measures of the English court, which he was, pro forma, compelled
to sanction, but at the same time treated with all allowable slight.
Among other demonstrations, which, at the same time, showed the
weakness and insincerity of James, was his conduct to the dissenters.
He first let loose upon them the fury of Jefferies, but on coming to a di-
rect quarrel with the church, and finding the want of some popular pre-
text for dispensing with the tests and penalties affecting his own churel,
he changed histone ; he began to speak sounding maxims about the bless-
ings of toleration, of freedom of conscience, and the injustice of all suffer-
ing on the score of religious faith. Thus, as Hume (who is not to be
suspected of a bias towards any creed, or any fixed principle of action
or opinion,) writes, *even such schemes of the king’s as might be laud-
able in themselves, were so disgraced by his intentions, that they serve
only to aggravate the charge against him.” It was in the prosecution
of his plan for the depression of the church, and effecting his real
object at a stroke, that,in 1687, he declared a umversal toleration, which
did not for a moment deceive any one. Every one understood that
the main bulk of the dissenters were all more at variance with his
church than the church of England; having, indeed, for the most
part, quitted the church of England on the ground of some form or
doctrine, retaining, as they alleged, the savour of popery. Yet even of
these, the most considerable churches. the presbyterian and independent,
especially the former, so far agreed in the articles of their communion
with the English church, that in its downfall they must have seen their
own. From the more leading and reasonable members of these com-
munions the king received no credit, though they were glad to avail
themselves of the indulgence thus obtained. The king had neither
the patience nor the dexterity to conceal his true objects: while he
endeavoured to win the English dissenters, he exhibited his real tem-
per in the denial of his countenance to those of the same communion
in Scotland. His declarations of indulgence too, while they failed to
effect the delusion intended, exposed the spirit in which they were
designed, by indiscreet assertions of illegal power which accompanied
them as a running commentary; “he had thought fit, by his sove-
reign authority, prerogative royal, and absolute power, which all his
subjects were to obey without reserve, to grant this royal toleration.”
In the midst of this infatuation, James felt, or more probably it was
continually urged upon him, by those who were less confident than he
iu the despotic maxims on which he relied, that to give a permanent




|

412 TRANSITION.—POLITICAL.

security to the Romish church, it would be necessary to obtain the sane-
tion of the legislative body. This he had, from the commencement of: his
reign, been vainly endeavouring to obtain; and nothing more plainly
shows the real temper of the nation than his entire al.osence of success.
Generally, the temper and opinions of the representatives qf the nation
are so far divided, and for the most part there is so much ignorance of
constitutional interests,and so much indifference to all but private and
personal interests, that it is not difficult to form a tolerably even balance
in favour of any views of the cabinet; and, unless when some great
national ferment has been raised, it is difficult to conceive a course of
policy so deleterious to constitutional welfare and stab_'ility, that cannot
soon be maintained by a sincere, zealous and poweriul party, both in
the house and throughout the nation. Such indeed is necessarily the
constitution of public opinion; a thing, if we may so call it, more
many-headed than seems to be generally imagined by those who write
and speak of it; so that it is, as it were, the fictitious deity of journalists
and street rhetoricians. And yet so strong, unanimous, and resolute,
was the universal repugnance to the aims which James had so much at
heart, that his first and most obsequious parliament, who would, if pro-
perly managed, have yielded up every barrier of the constitution, were
found stubborn in this. Invain the king had recourse to the summary
expedient of the quo warranto, and tried by the usurped prerogative of
dissolving,* renewing, and changing at will the eorporations, to command
the boroughs and the magistracy: in vain he continued an illegal juris-
diction to interfere with the privileges of the electors. The result of all
his interferences, tamperings, and closetings, was the same. The
party which he was thus enabled to form did not amount to any assign-
able proportion of the constituency anywhere, and he was obliged to
give up the hope.

In this infatuated course of tyrannical but self-destructive efforts,
the king continued to rush forward with something like a judicial
blindness for some years. It is indeed difficult to conceive the degree
of rashness which his whole conduct evinced, without having recourse
to the supposition of an influence behind the throme too great for
ordinary discretion. The probable duration of his life was measured
by his spiritual counsellors against the progress of their wishes; and all
their counsels, directed to the conscience of the feeble and bigoted mon-
arch, were strongly actuated by some sense of the desperation of their
cause. At length matters began to take a more decided turn,and events
occurred which soon precipitated the career of this rash and ill-fated
king. Rather goaded by continued disappointment,and embittered by the
influence of an unceasing controversy with his people, than warned by
instances so decided of the national spirit, the king became more harsh
und peremptory in the assertion of his designs, and took more decided
steps. Of these the most decisive was the attack upon the bishops,
which had the dangerous effect of drawing forth a decided and general
expression of the national sense. In 1688, he published a fresh de-

* The elections in many of the borough towns were by this means placed directly
in the nomination of the crown, or what was thie same thing, in that of its minions.
Buch indeed is always the virtual result of any regulation which gives individuals a
power or a preponderating influence over the elections.
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claration of indulgence, to which he added a command, that it should
be read, for two successive Sundays, in all the churches immediately
after divine service. The bishops were commanded to send this
round with the sanction of their authority. The command caused
great alarm, and the bishops and clergy held meetings to consider
what course they should steer in a matter of such pressing emergency.
The enormous power of the crown, when directed against individuals,
was too formidable to be looked upon with defiance: on the opposite
scale, the voice of conscience, the sense of the nation, and the safety
of their church, presented motives of greater weight. In this difficulty
a few less firm advised a compromise—such as, in less trying times,
had often evaded acts of tyranny by an equivocal obedience or a mental
reservation. Against this most disgraceful and unworthy course the
voice of the majority was now raised: it was clearly pointed out that
their ruin was so evidently designed that no compromise eould avert
it; that the obedience now required would be but a step towards this
purpose; that it was useless to consider how far they could safely
comply, as the requisitions upon their compliance were uniformly
precedents for greater demands; and if they must make a stand at
some point, the sooner the better, and the more especially, as these com-
pliances would have the effect of drawing other persons into still
greater compliances, by which at last they might be left in a danger-
ously small party; for they could not reasonably expect the nobility
to sacrifice their own private interests in a struggle for the church, if
the clergy themselves led the way in its abandonment. These, and
other such reasons, operated upon those who required them—the body
of the clergy required no reusoning to actuate their conduct—and
some of the bishops prepared to stand in the gap of the constitution,
and to take that part which the interests of the church and state, as
well as the feelings of the nation, demanded. They resolved that the
declaration should not be read.

The king was not prepared for a step so decided; some few prelates
who were nothing more than creatures of the court, had deceived him
into the notion that his order would be obeyed by the majority of the
bishops and clergy ; and thatfrom the general submission he might draw
a reasonable pretext for proceeding for contumacy against the recusant
party, and thus a very decided confirmation of his authority would
be obtained. While the court lay still in this delusion created by its
own partisans, the churchmen proceeded with quiet and secret celerity,
to convey their orders, and intimate the course to be pursued to the
clergy throughout the kingdom. p

The feeble and indecisive Sancroft then at the head of the English
church, found himself involved in the necessity of leading the march of
resistance; and it may be observed that this is of itself a strong indication
of the spirit of the moment, as well as of the strong senseof the emergent
necessity of the occasion; two years sooner this archbishop would have
given way: he now prepared toact as became the duty of his high station.
Having convened his bishops and clergy and taken their nearly unani-
mous consent, he came with six bishops to London, where they agreed
‘upon a petition to the king, expressive of the reasons for their resolv-
tion not to obey the late orders of council. They disclaimed any uu-
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willingness that a toleration should be conceded to the dissenters, jbut
objected to the power by which it was attempted to be done, as laying
both the church and constitution of which it was (then) a part, at the
mercy of an illegal and arbitrary discretion. They exprgssed their
willingness to consent to any measure to the same effect, which should
be affirmed by the wisdom of the parliament and convocation; and
noticed, that the power involved in such an order had been repeatedly
declared illegal in parliament, in 1662, 1672, and in the beginning of
the present reign. e

Sancroft was himself ill, but sent the six bishops, St Asaph, Ely,
Bath and Wells, Peterborough, Chester, and Bristol, to deliver the
petition, which was however drawn up with his own hand. They
were admitted quickly and received by the king with unexpected com-
placency. Deluded to the last, the king was persua:ded that their
object was simply to evade the public feeling, by throwing the respon-
sibility of the required obedience upon their chancellors, and that their
petition was only to suggest that it was usual to direct such an order to
these functionaries, instead of to the bishops. The king’s good tem-
per was destined to have a speedy reverse; on hearing the actual pe-
tition, his rage and surprise were boundless, and his language was
suitably violent. It was one of his habits to address the most inde-
corous and intemperate language on the most solemn or public
occasions, to all who fell under his displeasure; and to the bishops his
wrath was now shown by the most unmeasured reproaches. Among
other things he told them “he was their king, and that they should be
made to feel what it was to disobey him,” to this the only reply was—
“the will of ‘God be done.” Such was the crisis of this blind mon-
arch’s fate; there was no longer room for either party to retract.

For a fortnight matters lay quiet; the king was himself staggered
by the decisive blow he had struck, and consulted with persons of
every persuasion. The Roman catholic noblemen of his council strong-
ly urged that he should let the matter drop in silence. But this
was repugnant to the character and state maxims of James, who held
that a king should never retract, and that any measure once begun
should be carried through. Father Petre, violent, short-sighted, in-
capable of looking to consequences, and only alive to the fierce impulse
of the conflict, was transported beyond all bounds of decorous reserve
by the hope of a triumph. He said in his joy that the bishops
“should eat their own dung,” and exerted his entire influence to burry
on the king in the frantic path on which he needed no spur. The
bishops were cited before the council, and asked if the petition was
theirs: they urged that their own confession should not be brought
against them, and, assuming that a course so unfair would not be
adopted, they acknowledged the petition. They were then charged with
its publication. To this charge they answered that, they had not only
not published it but that all pains had been taken to prevent its being
seen by any one beyond themselves and the king. There had been no
copies taken from the original draught in the archbishop’s own hand,
but the one; and the publication must have proceeded from some one
to whom the king had shown that one. The bishops were then re-
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quired to enter into bonds for their appearance before the king’s bench
but on pleading their peerage, they were sent to the Tower.

This step caused a ferment in the city, such as, says Burnet, was
never “known in the memory of man.” A ferment not soon allayed,
or confined in its immediate effects. The bishops were sent by water
to the Tower; the banks of the river were crowded the entire way
with people, who threw themselves upon their knees, and asked their
blessing as they past along; the soldiers who were their escort caught
the universal enthusiasm and followed the example of the people. At
the Tower they were received with the same testimonies of reverence
and affection. The king was indignant but unalarmed by demonstra-
tions which should have made him pause and reconsider his course,
had it been other than infatuation—si mens non leva fuisset. The
moderate portion of his friends were dismayed and urged moderation
to no purpose; and in two days after,when the queen was delivered
(or said to be-delivered) of a son, they pressed it upon him to take the
fair pretext which this event offered, for their release. But the king
was inflexible; he replied that his authority ¢ would become contempti-
ble if he allowed such an affront to pass unpunished.”

A week after their committal they were brought up on a writ of
Habeas Corpus to the bar of the king's bench, and entered into bonds
for their appearance in a fortnight, to answer the charges which should
be brought against them. The trial came on at the appointed time,
and excited a vast commotion of the city, and not less in the army
which lay encamped on Hounslow heath. As the reader is already
aware of the grounds of charge, it will be unnecessary to enter upon the
details of this trial, simple in the character of its proceedings and the
obvious questions at issue, but momentous in its consequences. There
was in fact no ground on which the prosecution had a moment’s chance
to stand in any court having the least pretence to be called a court of
justice. Williams and Powis, who conducted the case for the crown,
found some thing to say, as advocates must and will. The only evidence
against the bishops was their own confession; and the publication could
not by any reach of ingenuity be brought home to them. Their right
to petition could not be shaken by any argument sufficient to satisfy the
most courtly understanding that had any pretence to sit there; and had
the judges forgotten themselves so far, there was a’jury. The people

of England stood at the door; its first nobility crowded the court; the .

atmosphere of influence and corruption was excluded; and the justice
of British law took its untrammelled course. The principal charge was
that the petition was a libel against the king’s government; to which it
was replied, that the bishops had not only, in common with all sub-
jects, a right to petition the king; but as peers they had a right to
offer their counsel; and, being spiritual peers, more especially in mat-
ters of ecclesiastical concern; that having been required to act in
direct violation of the law, and of their own ideas of the obligations of

“conscience and duty, they had a right to offer their reasons. It was

also strongly argued that the dispensing power claimed by the king
bad been, by many votes of parliament, declared illegal, and that the
point had been given up by the late king.

N 1

|




. 416 TRANSITION.—POLITICAL.

The trial lasted ten hours. The jury were quickly agreed upon
their verdict, but they considered it prudent to make some show of pro-
longed deliberation. They therefore remained shut up till morning.
The crowd continued all this time in anxious suspense; the king, with
the impetuosity of his temper, had not allowed the fear of defeat to
approach him. = Early the next morning he went out to Hounslow Heath,
considering his presence necessary to repress the temper which had
upon that occasion manifested itself in the army. While he was there,
the joyful acclamations of the city on the announcement of the bishops’
acquittal rose loudly on the air, and was heard with no great com-
placency by the royal persecutor. His presence kept the troops silent;
but he no sooner turned to leave them than their irrepressible joy
broke forth. On hearing their tumultuous cheers, the king stopped
to ask the cause: “ Nothing but the acquittal of the bishops, which
has reached them,” was the simple but-astounding answer. ¢ Call you
that nothing,” said James; “but it shall be worse for them.”

King James had little weighed his force, or the power with which
he had thus rashly committed his strength; and. he was not to be
warned by defeat. He was like a personage described by Milton, who

«“For very spite

Still will be tempting him who foils him still,

And never cease, though to his shame the more.”
From the shame of defeat his pride and self-will only collected accu-
mulated inveteracy; and he now resolved to show his contempt for the
triumph of the bishops by transferring the same violence to the inferior
clergy. But they too, had this lesson been wanting, had learned their
strength, and seen the impotence of their persecutor. The chan-
cellors and archdeacons of the dioceses were requested to send in a
list of the clergy who had disobeyed and resisted the order of council.
They refused to comply. And the bishop of Rochester, who had
hitherto sat with the court of commission, declined to sit with them
any longer. In consequence, this illegal court adjourned for some
months, and never sat again.

These affairs were not, in their results, confined to England; but
caused a profound sensation in every part of Europe; and it was gener-
ally considered, as. it really was, a contest for victory between the
crown and the church. The constitution of England was actually in

" the very crisis of a struggle between its higher and more vital powers:

the rights of the nation, its liberties, its laws, and its religion, were
quivering in the balance against those pervading and all-grasping
powers of spiritual tyranny, on which the principles of the most
crushing despotism reposed. In this awful juncture, the church
t_ind the courts of justice had held their ground; but two of the
Jjudges were dismissed on suspicion of having favoured the bishops,
and the powers of the constitution were giving way to a more detailed
system of attack—the magistracy had been changed and the corpo-
rations tampered with. The local authorities were easily taken in
detail. The king’s assumed power to dispense with laws and the
disabilities they created, met no power to resist them in the provinces,
and there were mayors and sheriffs everywhere to secure the king’s
interest at the next election. It is indeed plaiu enough that if not
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forcibly interrupted by some external force, or'by some exertion of
that ultimate right which subsists in the people, in such cases of ex-
tremity, even the imprudence of - James would not have been sufficient
to prevent the victory he sought over the liberties of the nation; had
he been allowed to proceed, experience would have been the result of
failure, and fraud would have at last obtained what direct violence
was found unequal to wrest from the courage of a people who are
alive to a sense of their constitutional rights.

James had himself begun to feel that something more than violence
was essential to the desired subjugation of the national spirit; and
though confiding much in his own sense of the sacred and indefeasible
powers of the crown, he did not altogether remit his endeavours to
win the consent of every party. To the exertion of compulsory means
he added all the fraud of which he was master, and stopped at no
resource of falsehood or circumvention within his power. Having
endeavoured to cajole every party and sect by promises, which few had
the weakness to believe; when his professions failed to impose, he soon
exposed his game by the abruptness with which he changed from flat-
tery to persecution. i

Amid these dangers, the hopes of the nation were turned to the illus-
trious prince of Orange, who, by his many eminent moral and intellec-
tual endowments had obtained an unusual ascendancy in the European
system; being at this time universally looked to .as the centre of the
protestant interests on the Continent. Equally opposed to the grasp-
ing and ambitious projects of Louis XIV., both by the political interest
of his own country, and by religious principle, he had succeeded in or-
ganizing a formidable combination of the most powerful of the crowned
heads and small independencies which then constituted no inconsid-
erable portion of the European states. As his wife was the next in
succession to the British throne, until the recent event of the queen’s
delivery of a son; and as even after that there remained still no in-
considerable chance of her reversionary right, the prince, thus recom-
mended by the double consideration of a common interest and a common
religion, was naturally turned to in this season of urgent distress. He
was pressed by the urgent applications of many public bodies and -
many individuals of rank, weight, and public influence, to hasten his in-
terference. He was himself not an indifferent spectator of the progress
of events; but a sense of justice, his respect for the filial tenderness of
his princess, with the delicacy of his own relationship to the king, and
also the immediate position of the system of politics in which he was
then engaged, all contributed to restrain his conduct. He neverthe-
less was far from remiss, but continued to keep an earnest and vigilant
attention to every turn of affairs in England. In this he was aided by
the constant influx of intelligence from all the protestant parties; but
hefound a still more certain guide to the thorough comprehension of all
the evolutions of the king’s cabinet, and also an able and intelligent
adviser, in that well known and sound divire and political historian,
Dr Gilbert Burnet, whose independent and active spirit made him
an object of strong dislike to king James, so that he soon began to
feel himself unsafe in England, and took refuge in Holland where
he was protected by the prince, to whom he quickly became a most

i . 2p Ir.
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ready and influential adviser: thus indeed taking a greater share
in the events of his time, than, from the nature of his agency, ap-
pears on the face of general history. ]

The prince’s attention had first been called.to the affairs of Eng.la}nd
bytheking’s anxietyto obtain the sanctionof his consent to the abolition
of the tests and the confirmation of his dispensing power; this he thought
would not only influence the sense of parliament, but afford the best
security for the permanence of those changes which he was endeavour-
ing to bring about. With such views he gave the prince reason to
expect the assistance of England in his Continental engagements.
This strong temptation had been resisted by the prince, who, with a
due sense of the machinations of his father-in-law, and of the necessity
of the test to the preservation of the protestant religion in England,
refused to concede more than his consent to a general toleration
in favour of dissenters. The king, still anxious to obtain a more full
concurrence, continued to push his object by a protracted correspon- ™
dence with the pensionary, Fagel, who at last returned a full statement
of the views entertained on the subject both by the prince and princess:
in this paper he drew the important distinetion between penal persecu-
tions on the score of conscientious opinion, and the mere exclusion
from offices; which latter he deemed to be not in the nature of punish-
ment, but simply a necessary security for the established worship, under
such circumstances, and from the interposition of such opinions as
might endanger its safety. To recognise the necessity of such a security
at that period, it is only necessary for the reader to call to recollection
the history of the churches in that age when the persecution of the
Huguenots had not merely aroused the fears of the protestant states, but
given a tangible reality and substance to the object of those fears. The
publication of Fagel’s leiter produced a very considerable effect upon
all parties in England. To the protestants it imparted firmness,
concentration, and spirit; it excited at once the emmity, and called
forth the active hostility of the king. He entered into an amicable
understanding with the Algerines, who then infested the Dutch marine,
and gave them a friendly refuge in his harbours; he recalled his
* subjects from the prince’s service, and began to strengthen his navy
with no doubtful intentions.

The prince was not remiss; he sent over Dykvelt, his envoy, to re-
monstrate in behalf of the English protestants, and at the same time to
feel the pulse of the nation, and cultivate every favourable inclination.
The correspondence with Holland soon began to grow frequent and
important; the Hague became a general resort for all whom appre-
h'enswr.l or discontent drove from England; Admiral Herbert took up
his r§s1dence there, and Admiral Russell made himself the means of
keeping open a free communication. In England, all parties but that
small one for whom the king was hazarding his throne, united in
the common cause. Faction, which the slightest shade of difference in
creed or form is enough to raise to all its intensity, was consigned to a
temporary repose; the larger and more influential portion of the English
peerage, spiritual and lay, concurred in their appeals to the prince; and
applications too authoritative to be slighted, and too earnest to be re-
sisted, came pouring in from every quarter. Many lesser incidents,




RICHARD TALBOT, EARL OF TYRCONNEL. 419

which our space hus not permitted us to notice, added motives to the
national appeal, and at length the prince became convinced that the
interests of England, as well as of his own country, lay in the same
course, and he resolved to follow the path thus pointed out.

His preparations had been already commenced, from the moment that
his intercourse with James had assumed a hostile turn ; the strengthen-
ing of his navy had become a matter of prudence, and the military char-
acter of his continental engagements rendered such a course both easy
and little liable to be suspected. Availing himself of these circum-
stances, he completed his preparations with discretion and vigour, and
at the fortunate moment, when the mind of England was agitated by
the persecution of the six bishops, it was understood by all whose
privity to his purpose was desirable, that the prince was on his way
to England.

The king of France, by his interference, added resolution to the
Dutch, offended the preposterous dignity of James, and filled England
with a fear of being filled with Frenchmen, and betrayed to the am-
bition of Louis. King James, in the mean time, continued obstinate
and incredulous. His understanding could not open itself to the con-
ception of any invasion of those rights which he considered indefea-
sible; yet, besides the resistance he had found in the various civil and
ecclesiastical authorities, he at this time received intimations of his real
helplessness, which would have been warnings to a more prudent mind.
His navy had nearly mutinied, because their admiral, Strictland, had a
mass celebrated on board his ship; and, at the same time, declared that
they would not fight the Dutch, whom they called ¢friends and brethren.”
A still more marked and fatal demonstration occurred in the conduct
of his army. He made a plan to obtain the consent of the troops to
the repeal of the test and penal statutes, by taking the regiments
separately. His general, the earl of Litchfield, accordingly drew out
a battalion in the presence of the king, and told them what was re-
quired of them, with the alternative of laying down their arms. The
battalion immediately (with the exception of two captains and a few
men) laid down their arms. James was completely unprepared for
such a consequence, and gloomily commanding them to resume their
arms, he assured them “that for the future he would not do them the
homnour to apply for their approbation.”

During this emergency, Tyrconnel, who was pushing forward the
king’s views in Ireland with a hand retarded byno scruple, is asserted to
have been the first to communicate decided intelligence of the imminent
danger. This we do not believe, but think it probuble that he was
among the first to obtain decided intelligence. Such a warning would
indeed have produced but little influence upon the indomitable folly of
James. He had, early during the prince’s preparations, received a
letter of a more authoritative nature from the hand of his own minis-
ter at the Hague, and in the extremity of his terror, made a late
effort, which only showed his feebleness and his fears, to retrace his
steps. He offered to enter into an alliance with the Dutch; he re-
placed the lieutenants of counties who had been dismissed for adhering
to the test and penal laws; he restored charters, and annulled the ec-
clesiastical commission court; he released the bishop of London from
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the suspension under which he had been suffered to remain, and rein-
stated the president and fellows of Magdalen College. Such attempts
at conciliation were late, and only drew upon him the contempt of all
parties. The bishops, to whom in his terror he condescended to use
flattery and protestations, sternly réminded him of his tyranny and
misgovernment, and advised him for the future to be more select in
his advisers. Notwithstanding all this appearance of terrified con-
cession it is generally believed that upon some momentary rumour
of the wreck of the Dutch fleet, he was on the point of recalling
all these illusory retractations. But neither his pertinacious folly, nor
his affectation of repentance, was to have any further effect to retard
the approach of that retribution which he had so effectually drawn
down: the measure of his crimes and infatuation was complete.

We do not feel it necessary to enter upon the relation of the subse-
quent incidents of this great event as connected with English history,
but have felt ourselves compelled to go so far as we have written, in a
general statement of their immediate causes, as the most clear and just
method of meeting the numerous mis-statements of the party writers,
who have maintained their opinions by the very usual method of nar-
rowing the subject. The warfare of accusation and recrimination has
been, as too frequently occurs among the writers of the last centuryupon
Irish history, merely a battle of posts: single facts, and circumstances
merely local, affording the entire materials of a controversy, in
which the real merits of the question assumed to be under discussion,
are, to a very great extent, shut out of view. The rancorous contest
which was carried on in Ireland by two parties, violently imbittered
against each other, by a long and furious contest of rights, and mutual
or alternate injuries, which in countries more advanced would have
been forgotten, exhibits a tissue of crimes and sufferings on either
side, complicated beyond any power of analysis to disentangle; and
affords abundant matter for the strong details of King and Borlase, o
for the acrimonious compilations of Curry,* without in any way trans-
gressing the line between fiction and truth. Such statements as these
which such writers contain, would now be much softened and balanced
by the better portion of their authors, and many strong extenuations
would be found for the actors of those fearful times. It would be
perceived that neither the crimination of unpaid protestant soldiers
for such crimes as the soldiers of every party are prone to commit,
nor the defence of the rash acts by which king James interfered to
break down the protestant ascendancy in Ireland, in the remotest
degree contain the real questions attempted to be thus settled. When
the reader, however, looks upon the true character of king James,
and his whole subversive policy, his rejection of all principle, his

* We do not of course mean here to bring these writers into any comparison. King
may justly be viewed among the greatest men of his time. His views are by no means
narrowed ; but his statement abounds with such details as must always occur in the
representations of those who are eye-witnesses of the events they relate. The dif-
ference is this; King’s facts are illustrations and instances of the real respective
positions of the actors then on the stage of events; Curry’sare altogether irrelevaut
t0 the great transactions then in their course, and being exclusive of all the ques-
tions really at issue, serve no end but the most pernicious and exasperating misre-
presentation of history.
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contempt of all right, his monstrous acts of despotic injustice, his base
hypoerisy, and flagitious falsehood, and the avowed object of all this
baseness and violence, he must comprehend that the question, how far
the members of the Romish persuasion had a claim to certain rights,
either in precedent or natural justice, is altogether nugatory. The
precedent may be admitted, and the natural right be allowed, but the act
of imaginary justice will be seen to spring from the most wicked and
dangerous conspiracy, to enslave a great people, and destroy the civil
rights and the religion which they revered and loved. It was no time
for acts of justice; it is not upon the verge of battle that questions of
national equity are to be canvassed; however just it may have been to
admit the Romish laity to corporate rights,or even to equalize them with
these of the opponent communion, the act was designed and adapted
to effect a wicked, ruinous, and unjustifiable end. The measures by
which justice might be consulted, had ends far different from justice;
and it certainly should not be demanded, that the protestants of that
day were to stop to concede rights and immunities, of which the
avowed design was to wrest from them all that they possessed. The
contest was, in effect, one between king James and his kingdom: the
indignity of the protestant church was its direct and immediate object.
In Ireland the schemes of the tyrant were carried on with morefierce de-
termination, and their true intent well understood; and there was, con-
currently with this general sense, the natural terror of one party, the
anticipated triumph of the other, and the many hostile feelings and
restrictions of both. The rights of men, and the conflict of reason and
statement, were not seriouslyrelied upon by either, and behind the ques-
tions which were hung out to give speciousness to the partisans of a
tyrant, there were other views, of which his advocates say nothing.
Such are, in our view, the considerations which render it expedient to
look upon the events of the revolution in England, as the just commentary
upon the Irish history of the same period. The question then at issue,
was neither one of detailed grievances, nor yet was it one of abstract
right. It was, and ought ever to be, like all great questions, resolved
with a view to the general rights and interests of the nation, and to
the character and principles of the claimants. In the abstract there
was 1o reason against a popish judge or a popish corporation, but they
were justly referred to certain well known and not concealed princi-
ples, to certain hopes of an ulterior nature, and to a dangerous and
unconstitutional relation with certain unconstitutional authorities
greater than the law. Such reasons, while they existed, made general
positions such as are applied to these questions, ridiculous. The
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